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Chair’s Note

It is our pleasure to present the sixth volume of our undergraduate research journal, the Global
Africana Review. As with previous editions, this volume showcases some of the best research
and scholarship of our students, with topics ranging across Africa and its diasporas, past and
present. In addition to the contributors, a number of people helped to make this issue possible.
We are grateful for the fine work of Professor Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja as the executive editor,
along with the editorial talents that our managing editor Angela Pietrobon has once again
brought to bear. We have benefited from the assistance of Rebekah Kati of Davis Library, who
has been instrumental in the publication of this edition. Additionally, we are especially thankful
to the Dean’s Office and to Nicci Gafinowitz and her family for helping to defray the cost of this
year’s volume.

Claude A. Clegg 111, PhD
Chair, Department of African, African American, and Diaspora Studies
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Executive Editor Bio

Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja is professor of African and global studies in the Department of
African, African American, and Diaspora Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. He is currently the Democratic Republic of the Congo Ambassador to the United Nations.

Author Bios

Sophia Fantauzzi is a senior from Asheville, North Carolina, pursuing a major in African,
African American, and Diaspora Studies and a minor in Social and Economic Justice. She is
particularly interested in studying race and class inequalities in the United States and how law
interacts with social conditions. She is involved in Phi Alpha Delta, the pre-law fraternity on
campus, and upon graduation, she is interested in pursuing a law degree and hopes to practice as
a civil rights or public interest lawyer. Outside of academic interests, Sophia enjoys making art
and spending time with her dog, Winston, and her family.

Amaya Graham is a senior at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill graduating in May
2022. She is double majoring in African, African American, and Diaspora Studies and
Psychology with a minor in Social and Economic Justice. Amaya’s academic interests include
examining how her majors intersect with one another as well as with Christianity, as it is a major
part of her life. After graduating she hopes to pursue a fulfilling career aligning with her
academic interests.

Kyende Kinoti is a Carolina and Morehead-Cain alumna from Nairobi, Kenya. She graduated in
May 2020 having earned a BA with highest honors and highest distinction in Global Studies,
with minors in History and French. At Carolina, she was a founding member of the African
University Leader Exchange Program; was a columnist for The Daily Tar Heel; wrote a senior
honors thesis that explored the Black Consciousness Movement of South Africa; and was
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa. She is currently pursuing a teaching fellowship in Paris with
France Education International alongside working remotely for Feedback Labs—a D.C.-based
nonprofit.

Kimathi Muiruri (°21) is a historian of modern Africa and an environmental justice researcher.
As an undergraduate at UNC, his work focused on Black labor politics in nineteenth-century
South Africa and postcolonial movements, especially socialist experiments and citizens’
environmental causes, across the African continent in the twentieth century. He currently lives in
New York City, where he works as a researcher in the field of international human rights and
sustainable development at Columbia University.

Carly Wetzel is from Clarksville, Maryland and is currently a senior at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is studying Political Science and Spanish and has a passion for



politics and social justice. She is also a member of the UNC Women’s Soccer team and has
advocated for mental health awareness at the University. Carly will graduate in May of 2022 and
hopes to continue her studies and pursue a career in the area of politics, public policy, or
organizing.

Mina Yakubu earned her Bachelor of Arts with Highest Distinction from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she was a Morehead-Cain and Jack Kent Cooke Scholar.
She double majored in African, African American, and Diaspora Studies (AAAD) and Political
Science. Yakubu identifies as a Ghanaian-American, and her hometown is Wilmington, North
Carolina. While at UNC, Mina received the Future Global Leader Fellowship and Truman
Scholarship.
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