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Transcript 
[Initial sections redacted]

I: Oh, that is fine. Have you ever heard about a drug called PrEP?
P:  No.
I: Ok. What about PEP?
P:  I have never heard about it, maybe after your explanation...
I: Oh, ok. Many people know about PEP which is given to raped girls or nurses who have been exposed to HIV when treating a patient... like if s/he was pricking a patient and also pricks herself...
P:  Oh, now I know but the name was what I did not know...
I: This is to protect them from having the virus that they have been exposed to in their bodies... But then there is a new drug called PrEP that is coming... This drug is taken by HIV negative people after seeing that they are at a risk of getting HIV because of the behaviour they are doing. They may think that maybe because they are having multiple sexual partners they can contract HIV so they protect themselves prior to the exposure of infection. This daily pill has a component of ARVs but it is not an ARV but they are taken daily by people who are at a risk of HIV infection. So they take them so that even if they can be exposed to HIV they cannot contract it. Having heard about PrEP, can you be interested that PrEP should come to Malawi?
P:  Yes it should come.
I: Is your interest high low or no interest at all?
P: It is high...
I: High... Why high?
P:  Because it will reduce HIV prevalence. You can just be taking it prior so that wherever you are going you are protected.
I:  So, what do you think you can like about taking this drug?
P:  Because we will be at a low risk of getting HIV.
I: Ok. How can you compare taking PrEP to using condoms?
P:  Condoms are better because with PrEP, you only protect yourself against HIV but you can become pregnant while with condoms you are protected against both pregnancy and infection.
I: What if you can start taking PrEP and you experience side effects like drowsiness or nausea, can you continue taking them?
P: I can start because it is difficult to start something...
I: And when this drug is coming.... how should it be packaged so that it is acceptable by people?
P:  They should be packed like contraceptive pills.
I: What if this drug is provided at Girl Power here, can you receive it?
P:  Yes, we will get them they should come.
I: Since PrEP is a daily pill; can you manage to take them?
P:  Yes we will manage but in future they should consider manufacturing a weekly pill... Even if it can be taken once a month...
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