22-VII-02
A900
Trench Report: A900

Trenchmaster: Sheri Pak (SZP)

Trench Assistant: April Callis

Trench Workmen: Yiorgos Kanitakis, Michaelis Kofinakis, Manolis Maniadakis and Kostas
Lionoudakis ¥
Datum Points: There was only one datum point used during the excavation of this trench. It
was R1 and its elevation was +370.62 masl.

Excavation Dates: June 13" to June 19", 2002.

Location: Trench A900 is located northwest of Boyd’s trench, roughly north of A800 and
immediately east of A1200. Its northern extent runs 3.76 m, east to west, which follows the
natural contour of the hill. The trench runs north to south measuring 4.56 m along its southern
side, 8.42 m along the west, and 9.05 m along the east.

Purpose: Based on surface collection A900.1 and the partial exposure of wall features on the
western slope, it seemed apparent that the area just north of A800 would yield architectural
features. Trench A900 was opened just to its north in order to investigate whether or not any
of these features extended along this direction of the terrace.

Depositional History: The excavation ended with locus A902, at the bottom of which was a
deposit of packed clay. Unfortunately, due to natural transformations (i.e., erosion and
deterioration), only a small area of this surface has survived in the southeast section of the
trench. The best-preserved area was embedded with a paving stone (ca. 40cm x 20 cm). That
the packed clay surface was a floor was supported by the presence of this paving stone as well
as by the discovery of a pithos scatter, which was located on the floor by the southern scarp.
To the east of this surface, along the eastern scarp, a roughly linear (north to south)
accumulation of eroded bedrock and small to large-sized stones was uncovered. While there
appeared to be no trace of this continuing into the northeast comer of the trench, it did continue
southward into trench A1100 as Wall A1102. Furthermore, a western wall face, which was
not extant in trench A900, was preserved and defined in trench A1100. Thus, Wall A1102
seems to continue into A900 but erosional forces have displaced, broken down or destroyed
completely major parts of this wall. Stratum A902 consisted primarily of chippy and fairly
loose soil with small to medium-sized stones as well as several larger stones (probably part of
the tumble from upslope). No other evidence of walls was evident. Indeed, excavation of the
western and northern sections of the trench did not produce any other features. There were
four large boulders, which were situated in the middle of the trench and, together, they may
suggest a northern cross-wall. But, little else has survived to confirm this hypothesis. Only the
poorly preserved northern extension of Wall A1102 and the paving stone would lend support
that this floor was an interior space. Based on the ceramic evidence, the date assigned to this
floor is Hellenistic but there were traces of Archaic and possible Orientalizing and Late
Geometric sherds found. However, the fact that this area was subject to heavy erosion as well
as 1ts proximity to Boyd’s trenches (her dump may have contaminated this area), may suggest
that the dating for the floor may not be secure. This is an especially real possibility since the
stratum just above A902, A901 (surface material), consisted of the same chippy, loose soil,
sherds of pottery ranging from the Hellenistic and Archaic (with some Late Minoan IIIC)
periods, and plaster fragments from Boyd’s cistern upslope.

Conclusions: Trench A900 was subject to heavy erosion and, as a result, any features that
may have existed here are, with the exception of floor surface in the southeast section, not
preserved. This surface continued into the southern baulk, suggesting that further excavation
should focus on the area south of A900 to determine the nature of this floor. This course of
action was realized with the excavation of Trench A1100. At some future point, it may be
informative to investigate beneath the clay surface either to confirm its date of use or to
discover other possible habitation phases.
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Cut to the Chase:

Floor: Probably Archaic with surface contamination of Hellenistic pottery

2. A902: Habitation level intermixed with tumble and surface materal, poorly preserved
due to heavy erosion.

A901: Topsoil: modem surface material with some tumble and Boyd’s dump.

4. A900.1: Surface collection for A900 and A1100 (see Melissa’s notebook)
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