Azoria 2004

Trench repert for D100/D200 (north of wall D103)
MCA

S July, 2004

Introduction:

Trenches D100 and D200 are located north of B1500, on the same terrace of the west
slope of the south acropolis, and down-slope from A2000. The trench slopes down
severely to the west. The workman was Giorgos Kanitakis, the trench assistants were
Marie Archambeault, Dan Moeckly, Christine Pensa, Gypsy Price, Tyler Reavell, and
Mary Savig, and the trench supervisor was Mark Alonge. Excavation was conducted
from 8 June to 1 July, 2004. The benchmarks used were R11 (355.86m) and R 14
(354.37).

Alreedv when excavation began (in D100), a wall, running up the west side of the hill
anc i-:luding three very large boulders, was visible on the surface. This wall is D103.
The goal of excavation in this area was to trace the extent of wall D103 up the slope, and
to find whatever features were on either side of it (and, especially, adjoining it).
Excavation began in D100 and expanded east (upslope) in D200, which eventually
subsumed D100 as the trench was extended further to the north.

This report will focus on the excavations north of wall D103. Excavation south of wall
D103 was uitimately subsumed by D300 (see D300 trench report for the following loci
south of D103: D101, D104, D106, D204, D209, D210).

Stratigraphic summary:

Becaace the architectural boundaries of the area remained undefined, the trench was
expanded on several occasions before much progress was made in the excavation of any
one area. Therefore, only in one small area. '

The stratigraphy of D100/D200 largely consists of 4 layers (from top to bottom):
1. zopsoil (D102, D201)

slepe waslh (D202, D203, D208.1-.3, D211.7-.8)

. zurable (22105, D211.1-.6, D211.9-.15, D213)

. loose, brown silt under tumble (D214.1-.4)

)

B

In addition, the last pass taken in the small room (D208.4) was possibly under the (lost)
floo~ af the room — the stratigraphy in the room was very shallow, going from slope wash
to = lightsr, more compact, clay layer, at about the same level that 2 of the walls of the
roora bottorned out, but there was no floor surface in between.

Only in one place were layers below the brown silt reached, in a small test trench, up
against wall D103. There, below the loose, brown silty layer, another, earlier layer of
tumble was reached (D214.5-.6). At the very bottom of D214.6 (and only in the SE
corner;, we clid reach another stratum, one of tumble in a matrix of grey clay (roofing



material?). This grey clay is a good sign that there is well-preserved deposition below the
tumble and wash.

Architectural features:
The forlowing loci are architectural features in D100/D200 (all thought to be Archaic
unless otherwise stated):
D103: large east-west wall
D205: long north-south wall, a crosswall of D103 (and bonded with it)
D20¢€: another, short north-south crosswall of D103
[3207: a short east-west wall, parallel to D103 and joining both D205 and D206
20% and D210: early walls (JLMIIIC) south of D103 [see D300 report]
D21%: bench or low wall, parallel to and running alongside the west face of D205
D212 early (LMIIIC?) diagonal (NE-SW) wall at the east end of D103; both
D20€ and D207 are built against it, apparently.

The trench is dominated by two long walls, D103 (E-W) and D205 (N-S), which form a
corner of what seems to be an enormous space. D103 is the south wall and D205 is the
east wall. D103 is made of massive boulders with carefully built courses of (uncut) flat
stones in between. However, the eastern half of the wall is, curiously, only about half as
wide as the western half and has no large boulders in it. Wall D205 is quite roughly built
for most of its length (except where it makes a corner with D103, where it is much more
carzfully copstructed), with rounded stones without coursing and a lot of soil packing in
beraean the stones. Also, D205 seems not to have an east face, but rather is built against
rock fill and acts as a retaining wall for the terrace as well as a wall of this building. No
west or north wall has yet been found, which is w*:’ the trench was repeatedly expanded
(and trench D500 created) in an attempt to define the parameters of this large space
before digging too far into it. Upslope/east of D205 there is a small room (excavated in
locas D208), defined by walls D103 (south), D205 (west), D206 (east) and D207 (north).
There were no preserved floors in this room and on three sides, the walis bottomed out
quickiy. The function of this room is unknown. The fact that it is so much higher than
the large room west of D205 could be indicative either of a later date, from a later phase
of the building, or a special function that would require a raised space; the room has been
compared to a patitiri, or room for pressing grapes, for example. At the (NW) corner of
D29 zrd 207, it does seem that the upper course of each of these walls purposefully
does not make a closed corner, but rather it seems to be built to allow drainage of some
kind. This would also explain why it is higher up without being of a later phase than
walls D205 and D103. Also, since D205 is built against the slope, any rooms to its east
would have to sit above the stone packing behind D205. So, the high elevation of the
room alone is not an indication of a later date than the rest of the building. The walls
arourd the room (D206, D207 and the easternmost segment of D103) are of rougher
corstriction than the best sections of D103 or D205, and that might indicate a later
phese, however. The final feature of this building worthy of mention is the ‘bench’
(D212} or low wall that runs alongside and adjacent to D205. D212 is probably a built
feature inside the room defined by D205 and D103, but it is not possible to tell whether

- D20s continues down behind D212 or is sitting on top of D212, making a stepped wall.



At this stage, the function of the large space is unknowable. It is certainly a large space
(ca. 7 x 8m). There is the possibility that crosswalls could be found further down, below
the tumble and silt layers and divide up the space more, however. Only further
excavation (preferably after finding at least one, if not both missing walls) will clarify the
issue. The rough construction and large size may point to an industrial function.

Or: carlier wall deserves mention, D215. D215 (NE-SW) shares the same orientation
(and construction style) with walls D209 and D210 which form an LMIIIC house (see
D300 trench report), so it may date to the same period. In any case, walls D207 and
D206 ere clearly built against D215, and D103 ends where it meets D215.
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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Locus parameters:
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
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'Yeara00% Trench/Locus DZDIQ : Excavator MCA 4

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
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Year O é Trench/Locus /D;U)‘ -Excavator ﬁ/l/]C)A -

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [déte each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: :
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AZORIA Project P

Year Oq Trench/Locus DQO\ V_Excavator ' /MQ"A\

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project 0. O

Year (2( Trench/Locus —Dao { _: Excavator__~ MC/A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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Year DL(’ Trench/Locus ) & O Excavator MCA—

DESCRIPTION'of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: ’
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Year O% Trench/Locus 2 -D(QD/ _Excavator MQ/AY :

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each éntry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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-Yearamq Trench/Locus DQ\D;L Excavator MCA Elevations R1¥
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AZORIA Project p.LZ_
Year amq Trench/Locus DQC’D\ ' -~ Excavator Maﬁ '

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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- AZORIA Project p. ‘f :

Year-:gmg Trench/Locus D 520 Q Excavator M C/AY

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: '
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Year_ V1 OL(- Trench/Locus Dl@l _:_Excavator MCA

DESCR!PTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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Year Ojt Trench/Locus D&DR ‘ ExcavatorMCA

B DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associa‘.ted
pottery pail(s)]: :
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Year_ﬁ_ Trench/Locus D&/DD\ Excavator MCJA( :

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]::
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:: ‘
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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DESCR!PTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and ldentn‘y associated
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each.entry and identify associated
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AZORIA Project P
Year Q0% TrenchiLocus ng/)ﬁ Excavator @F/V?

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
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