FINAL REPORT FOR A 1900
MSE
11 July 2003

A1900 is located south of wall A812, north of trench A2000, and west of the area
of Boyd’s circular wall. Due to the contours of the hill, at the beginning of excavation.
the area was irregularly shaped, measuring (N-E-S-W) 6 m.-8.5m.-8.7m.- 1 1.5 m.
Upon the discovery of wall A1905, which forms a cross-wall of the room of A2000, the
length of the excavation area was reduced by ~2.5 meters.

The workmen for this trench were Bangelis Phiorakis, Stelios Koutsakis,
Demetrios Chalchiadakis. and Nikos Kophinakis. The trench assistants were Sarah Levin
Richardson. Emily Anderson, Stephanie Beach, and Eric Hoover, and the trench
supervisor was Melissa Eaby. Excavations were conducted from 2 June - 20 June 2003.
The benchmarks used were R1 (+370.62 m.) and R4 (+365.74 m.).

Excavation was not completed in this area due to lack of time. At the closing of
the trench, wall collapse still remained in all areas of the trench; however, in the south
end of the trench it appears that the earliest level of roofing clay mixed with wall tumble
may have been reached. [The southern half of the trench remains roughly one pass lower
than the northern half.] Closing elevations in the main area of the trench are +367.370
m.; +367.352 m.; +367.221 m. Excavated levels thus include onlyv topsoil (A1901) and
wall collapse (A1902, A1903, A1904). [A1902.6-9 were from the short extension of
trench to the east; and A1904.1-2 more rightly belong with A2000.]

As no secure deposit has vet been reached, most pails included LMIIIC, Archaic,
and Hellenistic material, though in the southeast corner of the trench, some of the later
passes included only A, LG, O, and LMIIIC. Several lamp fragments were found in the
tumble. along with a stone bow! fragment and a pivot stone. While a good amount of
pottery and bone was found throughout the passes in tumble, it is noteworthy that the
quantity is much smaller than that found in the tumble passes of A2000 and more
comparable to the amount found in A800.

No back wall has vet been found, and the trench was left with two stepped areas
on the east side, due to the difficulty and danger involved in searching for this wall. Each
of these stepped areas currently contains a rough line of stones, including large boulders.
one of which may represent the line of the back wall or a Cyclopean terrace wall, as
found in A2000. In the midst of the tumble at the east end were uncovered three linear
accumulations, roughly parallel with each other and the line of wall A812. These were
removed, because the stones were too slipped to determine whether or not they were/had
once been actual walls. These linear accumulations could possibly represent buttresses or
parts of a later (possibly Hellenistic) terracing operation on this side of the hill.

Excavation revealed more of wall A812, including some sections of the south
face, though not the entire face, as digging was not finished in this area. This wall
appears to have fallen inward into the area of A1900 and many of the stones revealed
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with this season’s excavation have clearly slipped out of position somewhat. This pattern
of wall collapse, the similar quantities of pottery and bone, and the possible doorway in
A812 would thus seem to indicate a close connection between the andreion of A800 and
the yet to be uncovered room of A1900. The pattern of tumble uncovered thus far may
reveal a similar cleaning out/destruction/filling of this area as with A800. No further
comments on the function of A1900 and its relation to A800, however, can be made until
excavation of this area is completed next season.
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