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Transcript 
[Initial sections redacted]
I: Have you ever heard about PREP?
P: About PREP I have never heard about it. 
I: You have never heard it…. What about PEP?
[Silence] 
I: You have never heard about PEP too? Ok the drug called PREP is a new drug that has just been developed in other countries which are developed but here in Malawi it is also coming soon. This PREP drug is given to those that are HIV negative but are at risk with how their life is of contracting the HIV virus [coughs] as such they take the drug in advance to protect them. They take a pill a day so the person that is taking this drug has immunity in the body such that even when the virus gets into the body of this person it doesn’t work and it just gets out because of the virus cannot multiply. Here in Malawi we still don’t have this drug but it is on its way and will arrive anytime that is why we are conducting this research to know people’s reception of PREP especially among the youth. And how they would feel if PREP comes here in Malawi. But that doesn’t mean that a person with HIV can stop taking his or her drugs and say that this person is going to be taking PREP no. This is only meant for those that are HIV negative because they are slightly different from ARVs which are taken by people who are already found to be having the virus. Therefore, as for now that you have heard about PREP can you be very interested or moderately interested or less interested or you don’t have any interest with this PREP?
P: I can be interested
I: What are your levels of interest? can it be high or low or moderate?
P: High
I: Why can it be high?
P: Because you are saying that if you take the drug and if you sleep with a person who is positive the virus doesn’t survive in your body but it just goes away. So myself I may be interested very much to use it. 
I: Ok so how you have heard about this drug what can attract you most to use it?
P: What can attract me is that when you take the drug it happens that the virus doesn’t stay in your body system it gets flushed out.
I: Is there anything that can create worries in you about this drug? With what you have heard since they haven’t yet arrived is there anything that can cause any worries in you for taking this drug?
P: Of course worries can’t entirely be erased out.
I: What kind of worries can there be?
P: Since we receive medicine whenever we are sick but these are drugs which I can be taking while I am not suffering from anything, what about in future because I haven’t been told the problems that can come as such I can still be worried of the challenges that I face in future since they haven’t discussed the side effects but they have only said about the advantages that if you sleep with a person who has the virus you get protected but it hasn’t been mentioned about the challenges so I can still have the worries. 
I: When you compare between protecting yourself with PREP and using condoms what do you say?
[Coughs]
P: I see that protecting yourself from PREP is better.
I: Why? 
P: Because when the virus gets in it also gets flushed out while use of the condom it is not 100% because it may happen that you are having sex and the condom bursts accidentally meaning that you will get the infection and it won’t be flushed out but now when you are using the condom and when you happen to have taken PREP when the condom bursts even if the infection gets into you still more the infection will be flushed out because the PREP will defend the body.
I: What is your view about the reception of this drug among people who are in a relationship or in marriage? Can it bring any problems in a relationship or in marriage or it can just be fine for one to be taking such kind of a drug?
P: It can be good but also it can cause problems taking into consideration about people who are in marriage they will be taking this drug but they will also be reckless outside the marriage since they have taken the drug they will feel protected to sleep with any person because even if one contracts the virus it will still be flushed out as such this will cause recklessness therefore this is the problem that can come in. 
I: You said it can also be advantageous what is the good side of PREP?
P: The goodness is that you can’t doubt yourself. When you take the drug you can’t doubt yourself.
I: Now if you are taking this drug PREP and you are becoming dizzy and having nausea when you take such kind of a drug? Can you proceed to take it? 
P: Ahh I can’t proceed.
I: Why?
[Coughs] 
P: Because I can see that, that is one side effect of the drug meaning that there is also a problem on the drug.  
I: Ok for this drug to be well received how should it be packaged to be acceptable by the youth? How should they package it should they be in the form of packets, pills, capsules, or bottles what should the drugs be in so that the youth should easily accept them? 
P: I think these drugs should be in bottles for sure. They should resemble a drink so that the youth should not be afraid or they shouldn’t be shy to get the drugs. As such they should make it look like it is a drink which they are receiving at the hospital.
I: Ok what do you think the ideal place for accessing this drug can be? Can it be like here at Girl Power or at the [general] hospital so where can the ideal place for accessing PREP be? 
P: Are we only considering places like Girl Power and the [general] hospital or we are to consider other places like at the church or….
[Cuts in]
I: Yes, where can the ideal place be for receiving the drug not only being limited with the two?
P: I think it can be at school. 
I: What is the reason? 
P: Because most of the youth or let’s say three quarters of the youth we meet at school and the parents are the teachers who teach us as such it can be good if these drugs are received in schools. Because if we take into consideration of the church there is a threat because the family is also found there so if they can say all youth should remain behind because there are some drugs to be distributed with the parents it can also not be a good thing but rather at school where we are mostly youth. 
I: Now based on what I said that this PREP needs to be taken on a daily basis meaning that each and every day you need to be taking a pill but now the youth usually forget, what can we do to make sure that the youth are constantly reminded to be taking this drug?
P: I think it should be like a drink since every time you have a drink you never forget to take it to school because you pack it earlier on as such it should be like a drink and not pills.
I: [Murmuring in agreement] not like pills.
P: Yes
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