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To the Reader 

 

 In November of my junior year in high school a series of events unraveled a long list 

of family secrets that ripped us apart. Before these occurrences I thought my family was 

invincible! I can recall multiple occasions in which my parents sat me down and 

reassured me that when all else failed, I would have my family. This mindset was 

absolutely necessary considering how often we moved. When I entered the ninth grade I 

had already attended nine schools in four different states and every move forced our 

family closer. Driving across the country with my three brothers, my parents, and our dog 

is one of my fondest memories. I remember laughing, playing, camping, and watching 

the Milky Way form in the sky. Nothing can replace these memories, but the bond we 

built quickly faded when my father came out as transgender.  

 I truly value the importance of family and would do absolutely anything for my 

siblings and my parents. As a daughter of a transgendered parent I have experienced 

many things. I feel the stares of confusion as I walk with my father down the street. I 

have heard hateful people yell out car windows to call my own father a “faggot” as they 

pass by. I have even watched my father stand in between the men’s room and women’s 

room on the verge of tears from the pressure of deciding which bathroom is safer to use. I 

can’t image the constantly battling societal norms as my father experiences every second 

of her life. Unfortunately even today my father cannot find a job in which she is free to 

dress as a woman. For a while she couldn’t find a job at all. Yet despite the difficulties 

and legal setbacks, I have never seen her happier.  
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 Growing up I remember my father being a grumpy, short-tempered man. As kids we 

were always afraid of him, running up the stairs to avoid being yelled at for eating too 

many cookies. My father was not social and had little to no patience. After she came out 

to her family and began living as a woman and embracing the person she is, the change 

has been transformative. Even through the screaming, the yelling, the financial problems, 

and the hate I have never seen a person so enthusiastic for life. My father has done a 

complete turn around. She laughs, plays games, tells jokes, and she is optimistic about 

life! It is truly inspiring, but the ride hasn’t been easy.  

 When my father came out to us kids, my mother went ballistic as reality started to 

settle in. I can even recall a moment in time when my mother took all of my father’s 

things and threw them down the stairs and out onto the lawn, like in a movie. She 

screamed at my father and banished her from the house. From that point on my mother 

has been an unstable mess and in trying to play the “victim” she has succeeded in prying 

all of us further and further apart. The funny thing is my mother always knew. My father 

came out to my mother before I was even born, but she made my father promise to be a 

man because she couldn’t “handle” my father being a woman. For over twenty-six years 

my father obeyed and suppressed her female identity out of love for my mother, but in 

time it became too much.  

 When my father came out to her four sisters, my aunts, each and everyone one of 

them turned bitter and refused to ever speak to my father again. I have visited them on 

my own accord since then and they believe what my father did to us children “is 

disgusting.” My aunts expressed concern particularly for me, being the only daughter. 

They claimed that my father was “a sick man who wanted a woman’s body and would do 
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anything to get it.” What they were trying to imply is that my father was going to harass 

me. My father has never harassed me in any such way and it was frightening to hear my 

aunts speak to me in such a manner. I understand it was out of care for my safety, but it 

was uncalled for and awfully offensive. Needless to say my father was shut out of his 

own family. So there she was, free, but with no home, no job, and no family.  

 There is no one cause for a dysfunctional family. Even the best of families with two 

great parents, such as mine, can fall apart. When I tell my story, people often jump to the 

conclusion that my father was to blame for the crumbling of my family. This is hardly the 

case. If anything, my mother drove us all apart in her emotional spiral downwards, her 

irrational outbursts, and her consistent lying. Even then, however, there is no one cause, 

there is no one person to blame, but blame makes things so much easier and the easiest 

thing of all is to blame those who are vulnerable; in this case my father.   

 I want the audience to remember that having a transgendered father isn’t a curse, but 

a blessing. I am able to understand things that others are not. My father didn’t cause my 

family to fall apart as many seem to assume. Life isn’t perfect and unfortunately the chain 

reaction of lies and deceit continues to unravel today, six years later, but the 

imperfections of life is what makes it worth living.  
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Introduction 

 

 There are general misconceptions about the difference between gender and sex and 

when the two clash the densities of identifying as transgender becomes apparent. 

Knowledge is key when analyzing transgender rights because there are some general 

misconceptions about “transgender” that exist solely due to the lack of understanding. 

The different extremities of the transgender communities have been expressed throughout 

history. Transgender individuals, however, only became widely controversial when the 

first sex change occurred. This one action sparked a chain reaction upon thousands of 

other individuals whom also desired a sex change. As transgender individuals became 

more comfortable with themselves and society, discrimination became more evident, 

calling attention to the hardships of transgender individuals, especially after the Stone 

Wall riot (Wright).  

 

Background  

 

 When debating politics, the greatest barrier is that of the general population lacking 

knowledge on a specific topic. With the dispute of transgender rights, one must primarily 

be aware of the difference between sex and gender. According to the Webster’s 

Dictionary sex is defined as “either the male or female division of a species, especially as 

differentiated with reference to the reproductive functions” and gender is defined as “a 

set of two or more grammatical categories into which the nouns of certain languages are 

divided, sometimes but not necessarily corresponding to the sex of the referent when 
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animate” (“sex”). The Webster dictionary accurately acknowledges the differences 

between gender and sex as well as recognizing the fact that there are more categories of 

gender than simply “male” and “female” in which gender does not necessarily correspond 

to sex. Transgender is defined as “of, relating to, or being a person (as a transsexual or a 

transvestite) who identifies with or expresses a gender identity that differs from the one 

which corresponds to the person's sex at birth” (“transgender”).  

 As mentioned in the definition quoted by Webster’s Dictionary, transgender 

individuals are categorized into two main groups, transsexuals and transvestites. A 

Transsexual is “a person having a strong desire to assume the physical characteristics and 

gender role of the opposite sex” (“transsexual”) and a transvestite is “a person, especially 

a male, who assumes the dress and manner usually associated with the opposite sex” 

(“transvestite”). The two divisions of transgender are very dissimilar. Transsexuals are 

those that may seek a sex change or hormonal treatments to adhere to their physical 

desires to express their identified gender, whereas transvestites may suppress their 

physical desires and wish only to dress as their identified gender. It is also important to 

know the two sub-categories of transvestites: cross dressers and drag queens. A cross 

dresser is one that simply dresses as the opposite sex, but a drag queen is one whom 

dresses to the extremity of the opposite sex for entertainment (Davis, “Transgender”). 

There is a misconception that all transgender individuals dress as the stereotypical drag 

queen for drag queens are portrayed in the media as the image of transgender. In reality, 

however, there may be an experimental period where one dresses as a drag queen, but 

ultimately transgender individuals adopt the casual, professional, and formal apparel that 

any man or woman would wear (“Transgender Focus”). 
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History 

 

 Cross-dressing and playing the role of the opposite sex have been observed for 

centuries. The first recorded occurrence came about in the 7th century B.C. There is 

evidence of an Assyrian tablet depicting King Ashurbanipal in drag (Perkins).  In the 2nd 

century A.D. there is written documentation by a philosopher Philo writing of the city of 

Alexandria exclaiming that men were “not ashamed even to employ every device to 

change artificially their nature as men and women ... some of them, craving a complete 

transformation into women” (Perkins). The rituals associated with cross-dressing, 

however, go back even further than the Assyrian tablet. For example, priests in Babylon 

would dress as women to appease the Earth Goddess Ishtar. Not only that, but there was 

an annual ritual in Babylon involving men removing their own genitals in return for 

woman’s clothing and participation in what were considered women tasks (Perkins). 

Babylon drew a lot of their beliefs from Greek mythology, and there are great deals of 

ancient rituals that tie together Greek mythology and incidents of transgender, a few 

examples being Hercules obliged to live as a serving maid to Queen Omphale and 

Kainonis, who was changed into a man by Poseidon. In Greek society transgender 

individuals were excepted such that gender crossing was described as “the existence of 

the Goddess Venus Castina, whose sympathy and understanding for ‘feminine souls 

locked up in male bodies’ prompted men with a yearning to be women to pray to her” 

(Perkins). Another model is that of the God of Phrygia and the self-removal of his 
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testicles while sitting beneath a pine tree. thus , in order to honor this God, many citizens 

of Phrygia castrated themselves (Perkins). 

 Transgender individuals have not only existed in Greek societies, but in most every 

society since then. It was not until 1953, though. that transgender individuals received 

worldwide publicity. In 1953 the story of American ex-GI George Jorgensen becoming 

Christine Jorgensen through surgical gender reassignment was released, sparking a new 

movement in the transgender community referred to as the sex change (Davis, “A Little 

History”). The first transsexual, however was no Christine Jorgensen, the first 

documented medical gender reassignment took place in Germany in 1930. This sex 

change was the first recorded operation and was for the Danish Artist Einar Wegener who 

became Lily Elbe (Davis, “A Little History”). Since these two occurrences tens of 

thousands of individuals have sought out surgery by individuals currently referred to as 

transsexuals (Davis, “A Little History”). 

 

Present Day Discrimination 

 

 In present day America individuals identifying as transgender are becoming more 

prevalent with an estimated 1% of the U.S. population claiming transsexuality (Boston 

College) and 2 to 5% identifying under the broadened transgender category (TLPI). As 

the transgender community grows, however, so do the quantities of discrimination. 

Transgender individuals currently face a wide variety of discrimination from hate crimes, 

to denial of public accommodations (“American Psychological Association”). 
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Discrimination against transgender individuals was ignored and not considered a very 

controversial issue until the stone wall incident of 1969, however.   

 On June 27th, 1969 in New York’s Greenwich Village police raided a gay bar, a 

common event that has been happening in bars across the U.S. for decades. This incident, 

though, differed from the previous invasions as the customers began to defend 

themselves against the violent police officers. Soon a riot broke out as transgender 

individuals, gays, lesbians, and others fought for their rights to stay in the gay bar 

(Wright). Usually when police would raid a bar they would harass and arrest transvestites 

for no reason in particular, but during the stonewall incident all the victims came together 

to fight back. It was on this particular day activists for transgender rights decided to rise 

up, draw attention to, and publicize their discrimination (Dunlap). 

 Regardless of the efforts of the numerous activists, nonetheless, discrimination 

against transgender individuals was still very much evident, especially in the work place. 

Currently it is illegal to discriminate based on sex, but legal to discriminate based on 

gender in federal law, which is why the differentiation between the sex and gender is vital 

to apprehend (Earp). Discrimination in the workplace varies from harassment, to lower 

income, to refusal of employment. These problems not only prove problematic to the 

individual being discriminated against, but the population as a whole (National Center for 

Transgender Equality 1). 

 The rate of unemployment for transgender individuals is twice that of the rate for the 

population was a whole as they experience significant loss of jobs. More specifically, 

26% lose their jobs because they are transgender, 44% are denied employment, and 23% 

denied promotion (National Center for Transgender Equality 2). These numbers 



	   13	  

contribute to the current unemployment rate of 9% with approximately 13.9 million 

people being unemployed (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics).  As unemployment rises so 

does the increase of payroll taxes, crime rates, and decreased wages, as well as an 

increase in poverty (Mroz). 

 Transgender individuals not only increase the unemployment rates, but those whom 

are employed are underpaid with twice the national average earning less than $10,000 a 

year, and only 40% have access to employed based insurance (which is 22% less than the 

general population) (National Center for Transgender Equality 2). With limited job 

opportunities and minimum wages, transgender individuals face housing instabilities. 

About 26% have to find alternative places to sleep for short periods of time, 25% move 

back in with family members, 19% becomes homeless, and 11% are evicted.  The low 

wages and housing instabilities contribute to the rising poverty and homeless rates in the 

U.S. (National Center for Transgender Equality 3).  

 

Elimination of Discrimination 

 

 In efforts to eliminate discrimination against those that identify as transgender in the 

work place, the Employment Non Discrimination Act (ENDA) has been introduced to 

congress. This act has been presented many times, but congress has yet to vote. In 35 of 

the 50 states in the U.S. it is still legal to discriminate against transsexuals in the 

workplace and it is apparent that an act similar to the ENDA is a necessity in order to 

ensure human rights to every individual in the U.S. (Equality Giving). 
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 The ENDA was proposed in 1994 in the 103rd Congress as H.R. 4636 and S. 2238. 

Ever since the first introduction a version of the bill has been introduced in every session 

of Congress following, except for the 109th Congress (Althauser). The original version 

only prohibited discrimination on sexual orientation, but after 2007 the proposed bill 

contained gender identity discrimination as well (Althauser). This act is similar to that of 

he Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This act along with Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 protects against employment discrimination on the basis of race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, and disabilities (Althauser). The only category that 

seems to be left out is that of gender identity. Presently, without the ENDA, only 15 

states (and the District of Columbia) recognize firing gays, lesbians, bisexuals, or 

transgender individuals for solely identifying as they do, illegal. In an additional six 

states, it is illegal to fire gays, lesbians, or bisexuals, but it is legal to fire transgender 

individuals (EQualityGiving). The bill has only been voted on once in he Senate in 1995 

failing by a vote of 49 to 50. In 2007 another version passed in the House with a vote of 

235 to 184, but it never made it to a vote in the senate. These two versions were the only 

two that progressed further than an introduction, but these other versions excluded gender 

identity (Althauser). Transgender discrimination in the workplace is a reoccurring 

problem on different levels.  

 The most prevalent discrimination for transgender individuals is harassment and 

mistreatment at work. This issue occurs so frequently it is now considered a near 

universal experience for transgender people especially because consequences are almost 

non-existent (Althauser).  Harassment, even if illegal on a local or state level, is never 

confronted. Local ordinances, state laws, and corporate policies are helpful, but there is 
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only so much a law itself can do without much back up. About 90% of transgender 

individuals have reported facing harassment at work. (Althauser).  About 6% of 

transgender individuals reported being a victim of sexual assault, 41% inappropriately 

asked about their surgical status, 45% repeatedly referred to by the wrong pronoun, and 

48% had inappropriate information shared about their personal lives (National Center for 

Transgender Equality 2). These statistics are high and provide evidence for amounts of 

discrimination. About 97% of transgender individuals report having been mistreated at 

work for being transgender (National Center for Transgender Equality 2) and this statistic 

is unacceptable under the fourteenth amendment which states “No state shall make or 

enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 

States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the 

laws” (The Library of Congress). 

 There are other kinds of discrimination besides harassment towards transgender 

individuals, one being denial of bathroom privileges. The reason for this discrimination is 

the unwelcome or uncomfortable atmosphere created upon choosing and using the 

bathroom of their sex or gender. Even in states with antidiscrimination laws for 

transgender individuals, there is an exception for bathrooms, such as in Minnesota. It is 

clear under federal and state law that a transgender employee must have access to some 

sort of clean restroom facility (Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders). With this law 

intact, however, 22% of transgender individuals are still denied access to appropriate 

bathrooms, and 21% are not able to work out a suitable bathroom situation (National 

Center for Transgender Equality 2). 
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 As mentioned earlier, transgender individuals are also denied employer-based 

insurance impacting their access to healthcare. Transgender individuals, in return, do not 

have adequate health insurance coverage or access to competent providers (National 

Center for Transgender Equality 3). Health care injustice has life-long effects on a 

person’s ability to learn, work, and care for themselves mentally and physically and 

should not be denied solely based on gender identification (TLC, and The California 

Endowment 1). Upon denial of health insurance, transgender individuals face the 

probability of not being insured and no other action can be taken besides filing an appeal 

which is time-consuming, and may still be denied. Transgender individuals are often 

denied coverage for necessities in medical procedures for this reason as well as the 

services themselves (TLC, and The California Endowment 2). 

 Another aspect of transgender discrimination in the workplace previously mentioned 

is that of a lower general income or denial of promotion. A lower income, surprisingly 

very common, ironically results in costing the state more money in compensation for the 

higher rates of poverty. In Massachusetts, for instance, transgender people are five times 

more likely to be living on $10,000 or less a year due to discrimination and results in 

costing the state millions of dollars for the concentrated level of poverty (The Williams 

Institute). The reasoning behind the lower income and the 23% of transgender individuals 

that are denied promotions are due to fear of social abnormities.  For example, 32% of 

transgender individuals are forced to present in the wrong gender in order to keep their 

pay. Another 20% are removed from direct contact with clients, losing their current 

position all to avoid what is feared to be social discomfort (National Center for 

Transgender Equality 2). 



	   17	  

 Nearly three fourths (precisely 73 percent) of the public support protecting gay and 

transgender people from discrimination within the workplace. This support is dominant in 

both parties. Democrats have an 81% support rate, Independents have a 74% support rate, 

and Republicans have a 66% support rate. Although Republicans have the lowest 

percentage of support, majority is still in favor or ridding discrimination from the work 

place (Althauser). If the issue were to be split demographically we could see that even the 

majority of Catholics (74%) and seniors (61%) are in favor of employment protection for 

transgender people. Surprisingly 50% of those who disapprove of gay people and gay 

people alike support workplace nondiscrimination protection for transgender individuals. 

(Althauser). 

 Discrimination may also create inefficiencies and higher costs for businesses based 

on the fact that more than two million professionals and managers leave the jobs each 

year as a result of unfairness in the workplace (Althauser). It is evident that U.S. citizen, 

regardless of personal interest have a general agreement that all Americans, regardless of 

race, sex, gender, etc. should be treated equally and since our government is for the 

people, by the people, it should reflect the views of the U.S. citizens seeking equality for 

transgender people in the work place. When employees are fired based on discrimination, 

or when employers quit due to unfairness approximately $64 billion is spent annually in 

order to replace these valuable people. If there were a policy similar to the ENDA such 

that it prevented discrimination in the workplace, there would be short-term increases in 

industry stock values (Althauser). 
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Why I Wrote the Play 

 

 After having been thrust between parents while watching my family drift apart for 

six years, I have come to appreciate the experience of having a dysfunctional family. My 

own father coming out as a transgender male to female is one experience that is unique to 

me as most other sons and daughters have not experienced such a situation. With this 

profound subject matter I simply wanted to educate the general public on the reality of 

identifying as transgender, the struggles, and the relationship to the family dynamic 

through my own experiences. I believe awareness and knowledge is what drives societal 

change and I wish a better future for the transgender community.  

 Before my father came out to me I had little to no knowledge of what exactly the 

term “transgender” meant. I had heard it maybe a handful of times, but I never inquired 

about its true definition. The entire transgender community has a slew of vocabulary of 

which to identify; the only term I was familiar with was ‘drag queen’. So, when my father 

first explained to me she was a female, my mind immediately went to this idea of drag 

queen. I imagined my father in a large wig, a long sequin dress, a pink boa, high heels, 

and tons of colored makeup. This was about the only image I had to depict a male 

dressing as a female. Immediately my father sought to correct these stereotyped notions 

and went on to define all the different terms of which to be aware in the transgender 

community.  

 As defined by the National Center for Transgender Equality, the term transgender is 

a broad category embracing anyone who explores the gender opposite of the one assigned 

at birth ("Transgender Terminology"). There are a number of more specific terms as 
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mentioned earlier to help best identify the various stages of identifying as transgender 

and it is very important to understand the differences in these terms. For example, when 

my father first came out to me she considered herself a transvestite. This is a term that 

was completely new to me when I first heard it. A transvestite is a male or female “who 

adopts the dress and often the behavior typical of the opposite sex” (Merriam-Webster). 

Some may confuse this with a “cross-dresser” and though the two are similar, cross-

dressers don’t usually associate with the LGBT community as transvestites might 

because “they have no intent to live full time as the other gender” ("Transgender 

Terminology").  

 It was important to my father that I understood all of the different terms because 

though she intended to transition into a full-time woman eventually, and she did not 

identify as a transsexual. A transsexual is the medical term for someone “who [has] 

permanently changed - or seek to change - their bodies through medical interventions” 

with the intention on living full time as their desired gender (GLAAD Media Reference 

Guide). Since my father had not had any surgeries, she was simply a transvestite. ‘What, 

then, is a drag queen?’ That was my next question. A drag queen (or king) is an 

exaggerated cross-dresser performing for an amount of time and often doesn’t identify as 

a heterosexual (GLAAD Media Reference Guide). 

 Even with the correct definitions of identity, however, it’s difficult to place people 

into a box. Some may identify as “gender-free” or “gender-queer” and others find 

themselves in areas of grey. My father currently falls somewhere between a transvestite 

and transsexual. Though she takes hormones to help develop physical female 

characteristics, she has not had surgery and is still unable to dress “female” at work, 
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restricting her from living full-time as a woman. Thus, the broad term ‘transgender’ is 

widely accepted in society and used to describe most every category of gender-exploring 

people. Unfortunately using one term to describe these varying complex identities creates 

confusion and allows for misinterpretation and stereotyping (GLAAD Media Reference 

Guide).  

 Contributing to the misinterpretations of identifying as transgender are media 

representations. Media is a blessing and a curse: it can make people wary of certain 

situations at hand, but it can also present false information. For example, Boys Don’t Cry 

is a film retelling a true story about a murder that took place in Nebraska on December 

31st, 1993. The main character, Teena Brandon, identified as a transgender female to 

male and after being discovered was brutally murdered by two men. Though the film 

gave a voice to the transgender community at the time in attempt to draw attention to the 

silenced murder, it also misrepresented the transgender community. The lack of 

terminology used for identification in the film and the refusal of the director to identify 

Brandon as transgender led to a state of confusion for the audience (Willox 408). Thus, 

“Brandon’s male gender identity [isn’t] anything other than a performance, a mask, or a 

deception, and in it is this deception that leads to his death” (Willox 415). This media 

representation, then, denies Brandon the ability to identify as transgender and allows the 

audience to draw the conclusion that deception is punishable. If Brandon were ‘truly’ a 

man, having all physical features, punishment would have ceased to exist (Willox 419).  

 Boys Don’t Cry, also misrepresents Brandon through the language of the film. 

According to Willox “Brandon describes himself as a ‘boy-girl’; a girl who plays at being 

a boy, perhaps, but no longer simply a ‘boy’, or a ‘man’” (419).  In this sense the 
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language denies Brandon’s identity as a man and the audience has no choice but to agree 

with Brandon’s brother in identifying Brandon as simply a “dyke” and nothing more. 

This feminization of Brandon’s character is further extended into intimate scenes with his 

girlfriend Leena. The terms “pretty” are used instead of “masculine” as Leena 

compliments Brandon’s features and denies Brandon’s character the right to reserve his 

own identity as a male (Willox 419).  

 The misinterpretations in films are vastly significant due to the lack of media 

coverage on transgender topics. So when progressive films such as Boys Don’t Cry 

falsely assure the audience that the transgender character Brandon was indeed a girl, the 

entire educational opportunity is lost. The message of gender identity and the importance 

of being recognized by a self-identifying gender rather than an assigned sex is lost. 

 With all of the research I have found that “although men who act like women, and 

women who behave like men have been noted throughout history,” (Arune  112) there 

has been a lack of accurate representation of the transgender community in which gender 

identity is normalized. I seek to spread awareness and reveal the complications that 

perceived notions might cause within a family, using mine as an example. But as 

explained by Arune “we live in a society that generally views humans as divided into two 

sexes, male and female… that is how readers, listeners and viewers will interpret 

anything” (119). Even within our own vocabulary there are only two pronouns ‘he’ and 

‘she’, a comfortable binary, in which humans are categorized. This lack of vocabulary, 

understanding, and awareness is what needs to change (Arune 120).  

 There has been a movement, however, to use the term “they” to address a person 

who identifies as transgender. I heard this notion for the first time from Faith Solloway, 
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one of the writers for the show Transparent and sister to the producer Jill Solloway. 

Transparent is a new family drama on Amazon that revolves around an elderly father 

coming out as transgender. When I first heard of this show, with a story similar to mine, I 

was instantly intrigued and even went as far as to reach out to the producers. Eventually I 

got into contact with Faith and had the opportunity to interview her. We spoke a few 

times, swapping stories and she gave me valuable insight into her own family revealing 

the truth in her own show. Faith went on to explain how her father preferred to be called 

‘they’. ‘They’ is a gender-free term used to describe males and females, which seemed to 

be a great solution. Not to mention ‘they’ implies more than one, reassuring that the two 

seemingly different people (the before and after coming out/transitioning) transgendered 

is indeed the same person.  

 What was missing in my research, though, was information about children of 

transgendered parents. There is plenty of information about coming out as transgender, 

discrimination, laws, and statistics as mentioned earlier, but there is little to no 

information about the children of transgendered parents. As a child of a transgendered 

parent myself, I have had no way to obtain information I desire. How many children are 

there like me who have transgendered parents? Am I alone? Are we not supposed to have 

questions? How do other children manage the change? Are we expected to grin and bear 

it? Do we have a right to lash out? Will this upset my mental state? I have so many 

questions, but truly no place to look for answers. Why is there no forum for my peers and 

me? How have younger children handled their parent coming out versus older children? 

The only thing I had to go off of was my own story.  
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 I felt a responsibility, then, to tell my story as a means to communicate one story and 

hopefully spark others about the rupture of the family dynamic and how the children in 

my family have gone about handling the situation. The best way for me to communicate 

my story was to write a play. A play is a widely accepted art form used to discuss 

sensitive topics because it “[creates] a conventional language of expression [and trains] 

artistic personnel and audiences to use the conventional language to create and 

experience.” (Becker 768). Thus this creation of experience allows the audience to open 

themselves up to experiences they would otherwise not encounter.   

 Or perhaps the need to tell my story is a way for me to cope with the ongoing family 

trauma I have experienced and reflect on my own life. Getting my story into play form 

puts all of my realities and all of my memories out into the open. According to McAdams 

“the stories we construct to make sense of our lives are fundamentally about our struggle 

to reconcile we imagine we were, are and might be in our heads and bodies with who we 

were, are, and might be in the social contexts of family” (242) In other words The Masks 

We Wear is an attempt to make sense of my own life in a functional and meaningful piece 

of work through my own “narrative identity”. McAdams argues that humans are 

storytellers by nature and telling autobiographical stories helps make sense of our 

complexities by deriving meanings from particular experiences in life (244).  

 Whether I wrote play is for my own psychological needs or for the general public (or 

both) there was a sense of urgency and necessity to write about this particular topic now. 

Exploring the idea of transgender and the family dynamic is fascinating especially from a 

child’s perspective. With nothing but media coverage and every day experience, a child 

has little to no education about what it means to identify as transgender. The concept 
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become de-normalized and ultimately feared within a family, as it was mine, and that is 

what ultimately drove my family apart. My father stayed silent out of fear. My mother 

blamed my for relationship failure in fear of being blamed herself. My brothers blamed 

my father for our dysfunctional family in fear of realizing that our family was indeed 

dysfunctional. I accepted my father in fear of losing her. My entire family hides behind 

masks and none of us were, or are, open to talking about how we feel, sharing emotions, 

and starting a healthy, honest dialogue about anything. It is time to start being honest and 

help show the world that there is never just one person to blame for the destruction of a 

family.  

 

Challenges 

 

 Having to Tweak Truth for Dramatic Fulfillment 

 A compelling story is not always truthful in the literal sense. This concept of 

twisting and tweaking my own memories to represent or draw out a particular emotion 

was probably the most difficult thing I had to do. Lying. I thought of it as misrepresenting 

what actually happened. Though this play reflects almost identically the happenings of 

my childhood as I remember them, there were a few elements I added in for story-telling 

purposes, or took out to reserve my right to some privacy.  

 The initial intent was to retell my own story about my family with no regard for an 

audience or reader. I was simply trying to present events as accurately as possible. I 

wrote things down as I remembered them. These events were in fact real and continue to 

be real and to make up the world in which I live. How could one go about manipulating 
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these memories and stories that make up my life?  Needless to say I struggled with the 

initial creation of this play. With my memories came bias, misinformation, and missing 

information. How could I recall exactly what was said as it was said? How do I 

accurately represent the scenario just as I remember? These were questions I was asking 

myself over and over again. I couldn’t write anything without feeling like I wasn’t doing 

it justice.  

 Finally after revisiting my intent I realized that this play wasn’t about recalling every 

memory as accurately as possible. I just wanted my story to be heard. I wanted to give a 

voice to the children in our family. It wasn’t about getting every word right, it was about 

telling the overall story and to give the audience a peak into my reality; the reality of 

having a transgender father. It suddenly became ok to tweak and twist (though not too 

much). It wasn’t lying, the truth was behind what each scene represented. I came to the 

rationalization that I had the dramatic license to ‘lie’ while always remaining truthful. In 

other words the drama was illuminating the truth of a moment eve if the events were 

altered or fabricated. Even still the recreation can never perfectly resemble what was 

reality and this is something with which is still difficult to part.  

 

 Having to Recreate Memories That Aren’t Mine 

 Along with intent and truth-telling, I found it extra challenging to write from my 

brothers’ perspectives. Obviously all of us children have differing opinions and differing 

memories, but each just as honorable and real as the next. I was not sure how to capture 

their points of view.   
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 My younger brother and I were very close in high school and shared many 

conversations about our parents, our family, and our life values. Thus, it was easier to 

take my self out of my own character and speak from John’s point of view. Still I found 

myself projecting my thoughts and feelings about my brother John into John’s character. 

This would not do, so I called John on the phone and just had a conversation about my 

play, the characters, the topic and proceeded to ask questions to help develop his 

character further. This phone call was probably the greatest step in the right direction.  

 The next day I emailed Michael. His character was difficult to write because I never 

know what Michael is thinking or feeling; he is very internal and introverted. Michael 

tends to shy away from any information that may disrupt the peace. So when I asked him 

over he phone about his feelings on dad, he was short and unhelpful. Thus, I sat down 

and based off of the events in my play, wrote up a list of questions pertaining to certain 

events, or even just personality questions to see how Michael would respond. Of course it 

took some poking and prodding and still he kept things hidden away, but the way in 

which he articulated himself on paper gave me insight to his thoughts and feelings.  

 Lastly, my eldest brother, Christopher, had no interest in talking about my father and 

her choices. Christopher was the most difficult character to grasp, but the most vital. 

Unfortunately he resides in California, a five-hour plane ride from Chapel Hill, and as a 

college student I had no funds to purchase such an expensive ticket. Fortunately I was 

awarded the Steele Danhoff Undergraduate Research Fund, which allowed me to fly into 

Los Angeles and spend an extended weekend with my brother. I asked questions, got to 

know him better, and simply observed his language and mannerisms all of which I did 

my best to incorporate into my writing.  
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 Even now after all my characters are developed and my play has come together I 

find it difficult to speak for my brothers. What has helped is to think of their characters as 

just that: characters based on my brothers and not my brothers themselves. Even now I 

can find a hint of my own opinions of them weeded into my work and that worries me. I 

can’t help but wonder if I got it right and how upset my brothers would be if I 

misrepresented them. Coping with this is the ultimate challenge.  

 

Remembering and Recreating Memory 

 

 Memories are a funny thing because though they aren’t perfect, they make up reality. 

Our past becomes our memories and our memories become our past. Throughout the 

entire process of this play I have been forced to delve into my own mind, my own 

emotions, and open myself to the idea of being vulnerable. In a play depicting a topic so 

personal I often found it difficult to access certain aspects of my life I had worked so hard 

to close off to the world and to myself. I had to re-connect with past memories I swore to 

leave behind and I was encouraged to share stories I would have otherwise kept secret.  

 Since my father’s transition is still an ongoing process most of my memories are still 

quite fresh and often difficult to describe as are the rest of the family’s reactions to her 

change. There is a whirlpool of thoughts and feelings that surround each memory, yet as 

an author I had to step back and view even myself as a character in a story. What was 

most frustrating, though, was not being able to remember. Who is to say what existed and 

what didn’t? All we have are memories. Long-term memory has been analyzed for years 

as researchers try to make sense of the concept of memory, storage, and recollection 
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(Alberini 2). “Recently, scientists found that when a stored memory is recalled, it 

becomes sensitive to disruption for a limited time” (Alberini 2). What this means is that 

over time memories are manipulated into a warped reality.  

 The idea of memories creating a history and molding the present is what drives the 

play forward. This concept of remembering and reflection to cope with a situation is 

exactly what happens in The Masks We Wear. The siblings bicker and fight about what 

they remember, what is true, and what is exaggerated. I find it very interesting how 

subjective memories are, yet how much they control our beliefs, our upbringing, and us 

as a whole. The difficulty was accessing those memories.  

 

Process of Creation 

 

 The process of writing this play has been a long one. It all started in the first 

semester of my junior year. A professor of mine, Joseph Megel, asked if I’d like to enroll 

in one of his classes, which focused on the creation of new work. I was hesitant, but come 

the first Monday back, I found myself sitting in his classroom with six other students. 

Throughout the semester I work-shopped a lot of writing including monologues of my 

home life, growing up, and my father. This was my first experience with playwriting, but 

more importantly it was the first time I ever shared personal stories with an audience. To 

my benefit my classmates enjoyed some of my work and encouraged me to continue to 

write.  

 I grew passionate about my work and wanted to continue writing and share my story. 

At this point I only had a concept of what I wanted to write, not even the storyline was 
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clear. I started off my research through studying and analyzing various mediums of art 

including films and plays that addressed transgender identity and the family dynamic. I 

was able to drive from writing techniques from plays movies. After all my analyses, 

though, I couldn’t find any movie, play, article, or blog written from a child’s perspective 

on their parent. This was extremely frustrating as I wanted my entire focus to be on the 

kids telling the story.  

 While my brothers had varying levels of openness in regards to talking about my 

father, they were all willing to give me their thoughts and feeling on my mom’s boyfriend, 

Dennis. I thought this was extremely interesting seeing as Dennis was a new addition to 

the family. Maybe it is easier to address things and people that are further removed from 

your own family.  

 After these initial interviews I sat down and wrote monologues of when and how my 

father came out to each of us. This allowed me to tune into each character’s voice 

consistently as each character recalled their own story. I drew out bits and pieces from the 

interviews directly, but I mostly wanted to capture the feel of the interviews and my 

brothers’ personalities.  

 The hardest part was weaving all the monologues together. Up until this point I only 

had an idea of what I wanted to create and a pile of stories I wanted to tell. I had never 

written any story let alone a play before and I wasn’t sure where to start. How does one 

write a scene? I was so worried about making sure the audience could picture and hear 

everything as I intended, but I quickly learned that process is overkill. Over a course of 

time I was able, then, to construct some sort of arc of events.  
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 Still my play seemed disconnected. I needed something to pull the stories all 

together. I had no idea what to do. This is when I included a little section of the four 

siblings arguing about what really happened and what didn’t. This peanut-gallery sparked 

the idea of the past and present memory structure I currently have. So I set up all the 

stories as if they were memories being re-enacted in real time as they are told from one 

sibling to the next. This melded all the stories together seamlessly and even brought out 

conflicts in both the past and the present.  

 It has truly been a journey this year creating such a personally meaningful piece of 

work. I have high hopes for where this story might go and I can only wish for the best 

and continue to help it mold and grow into something with potential.  

 

Reflection 

 

 I am no playwright, or if anything I am a new playwright. Writing this play has been 

some kind of therapeutic method for me. I could edit and tweak this show for the rest of 

my life. There is no perfection and as I continue to live in this world and as the stories 

continue to grow I am curious to see where my family ends up. This play makes me 

realize how far apart we have actually drifted from one another and how much we have 

played the blame game.  

 I think all that was said needed to be said and though there are a few parts missing, 

they will be shared in time. Right now I am very satisfied with where my thesis has 

resides as I was successful in writing an entire play. The purpose of my play was to show 

the audience that families do not drift a part BECAUSE someone comes out as 
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transgender. Families break apart due to secrets and the constant need for more. My 

mother needed more love and my father needed more purpose in life and to feel more like 

her. Christopher needed more of a macho father, Michael needed more time with his 

family before leaving home, John needed more time to himself, and I needed more time 

to be a kid. There will always be a finger to point and someone to point it at, but that 

doesn’t mean that’s what’s right.  

 

Performance 

 

 So why not just write the piece? It is very important as an artist to receive feedback. 

I decided very early on that I wanted to perform a staged reading. I didn’t just want the 

readers to have a sense of what my play was about, I wanted them to hear it read aloud 

the way it’s meant to be. I thought that embodying this family would bring about new 

questions and new topics that would otherwise be left unquestioned. Ultimately I wanted 

to start a dialogue and what better way than theatre? 

 The icing on the cake was the idea of having a questions and answers session 

immediately following the performance. I wanted to be open and inviting towards a 

dialogue, encouraging the audience to ask questions. The play in itself is this idea of a 

transgender-embracing family coming out to the general public just as the father comes 

out to each of her siblings. Though the topic can be rough and a bit intimidating at times, 

overall the four elements combined create a well-organized and safe space for open 

discussion.  
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Conclusion 

 

 

 What I can conclude is that from my own observations each child has a unique 

reaction to his or her parent identifying as transgender, but has a reaction nonetheless. In 

my own family both gender identity as well as age played a role in the acceptance of my 

father. Being a woman myself I found it very easy to sympathize and relate with my 

father. I was already comfortable with the female body and had little to no questions 

about the development, whereas John did not quite understand as in depth as I how such a 

body was developed. Thus, John was a bit more uncomfortable when my father began to 

wear a bra whereas I understood the necessity of one in breast development. John, though, 

had an easier time accepting my father because he was younger and still in the process of 

being raised by my father. Chris, on the other hand, had moved out of the house and lived 

on the other side of the country for more than six years. John had more time to get to 

know my father, and be apart of the transition, but Chris only saw my father once a year 

and was blown away at each reunion by how rapidly my father seemed to be transitioning. 

Chris, then, being so far removed has yet to accept my father as a ‘she’.  

 These observations are only the beginning of a growing a community. As more and 

more people identify as transgender more and more children have parents coming out to 

them. It is important that the voices of these children are heard and expressed in ways 

that we can find one another, support one another, and ask each other questions. I am sure 

each of us kids could have benefitted from knowing we were not the only family going 
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through this experience. What it would have been like to find kids our own age 

experiencing the same thing.  

 What I want to make clear, however, is that though my father’s coming out had an 

impact on us as children that was not the only driving force of the disruption of my 

family. My family fell apart because of all the secrecy. If my mother had not asked my 

father to keep her transgender identity a secret maybe things would have been different. 

If my mother had been honest about her own feelings maybe things would have been 

different. The family unit is built around honesty and trust as any relationship is built and 

a rupture in that honesty and trust is what causes a collapse. So in discovering my father’s 

new identity it was inevitable that some sort of rupture would occur. What pried us apart, 

however, was the continuation of secrecy and deceit even after my father came out to us.   

 With percentages as high as they are for discrimination against those who identify as 

transgender, it is scary to have a parent identify as such. Children want to view their 

parents as a safety net, someone reliable, and someone having stability so that the child 

may be supported. Once my father began her transition into living as a woman, the 

discrimination grew. My father falls right into the statistics: not being allowed to dress at 

work, losing her job, losing her home, etc, all as a result of coming out. It is a scary world 

sometimes and because of it as a child of a struggling transgender father, I felt more 

responsible for myself; I had to grow up quicker. I wanted my father to be able to focus 

on taking care of herself, battling her own societal wars, and not having to worry about 

me. On top of it all witnessing my father fall into these awful statistics sparked a 

passionate flame for transgender rights and awareness. 



	   35	  

 What I hope cane be taken away from this thesis is a real story that is relatable and 

insightful. I want children to know that a normal family doesn’t exist and blaming a 

parent for coming out as transgender is what will tear the family apart. Identifying as a 

transgender can be difficult and often dangerous, and though children may all react in 

different ways to having a transgender parent, the reality is that when a parent is exposed 

to such difficulties and dangers children are too. Thus the importance of achieving more 

research about the effect on children is vital.    
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To My Father 

 

 I want you to know how proud I am to call you “dad”. Regardless of how many 

people stare when we go out to eat, I value every second we have together. My memories 

of you as a child are slim. I remember you being gone, probably working, for most of my 

younger years, and when you were around you were always angry. I have this image in 

my head of you yelling at John and I on the stairs and he busts out laughing because he 

swears he could see the steam coming out of your ears. Friends would come over and 

always ask about you because you never interacted with us kids.  

 Junior year of high school the doorbell rang, it was my friend Mary, and you got out 

from your office to open the door. This was a first. Not to mention had a conversation 

with Mary before you even called out for me. Do you remember this? And for the first 

time I heard a friend of my say, “You’re dad is really cool!” I had never thought of my 

dad as “cool”. You were always quiet and angry… until you weren’t. My friends were 

calling you “cool” and for the first time I realized just how cool you were.  

 This was the first glimmer of change that I saw in you. I saw you begin to open 

yourself up! I saw you smile (which was usually a rarity.) I finally got the opportunity to 

start to get to know my dad on a more emotional level. I knew you were a knowledgeable 

man, but I never knew just how much.  
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 Looking back I am so thankful you began to accept Sylvia and embrace her as your 

identity because it allowed me to truly become the daughter I always wanted to be for 

you. It inspired me the way you were vulnerable to each of us children, coming out to us 

all on your own. I am still awe-struck about how humble you have been throughout this 

entire process. You have taught me a great number of things about character.  

 You are the reason I goof around in public because you taught me to always be 

myself, not matter the cost, because the payoff will always be greater. You are the reason 

I follow my passion because you have encouraged me to be the best self I can be and find 

my happiness. You have taught me that even the journey to happiness, if I never truly 

find it, is more meaningful in life than settling for unhappiness. You have shown me a 

great number of things in the past six years that have helped shape who I am today and 

for that I thank you.  

 What I really wanted to tell you, however, is that I stand behind you in your journey 

of self-discovery. I look forward to the woman you become for us children. I am no 

longer scared of this unknown future with a woman as my father because I have enjoyed 

getting to know you. This coming out has been a second chance for me to get to know the 

real you, the one I missed growing up.  

 I am so proud of you, dad. You have challenged the world, head on and sometimes 

seemingly alone. I know some of your friends and family seemed to have abandoned you, 

but your continual positive outlook on life is so uplifting. I love you to the stars and back. 

This is something I never would have said to you, out loud, before your transition. You 

have opened yourself up to us kids, and to me as a father and such a wonderful person.  
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 I wish everyone could experience what I have, to know what I know, and to love his 

or her father as much as I. I find myself lucky to have so much love and to be so openly 

loved by a parent. If not for you I would not be where I am today. This play is dedicated 

to you and to show both you and the world that you are not a “monster”. You did not tear 

the family apart, you simply showed us the real you and for that I could never be more 

proud.  

 So thank you for all that you have done and all that you will continue to do for me 

and for the family. I wouldn’t change a single thing about our lives. I love you very much 

and I wish you the best as we continue to grow together as father and daughter.  
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 Four	  children	  (now	  all	  grown)	  reflect	  on	  the	  time	  in	  which	  their	  family	  began	  to	  
fall	  apart.	  The	  siblings	  fight	  and	  argue	  about	  their	  own	  bias	  memories	  in	  a	  twisted	  

situation	  full	  of	  blame	  and	  uncertainty.	  	  
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The	  Masks	  We	  Wear 

	  
[Fade	  in	  four	  spotlights.	  As	  each	  
speak	  their	  date	  they	  step	  into	  their	  
spotlight.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

November	  15th	  
	  

MIKE	  
November	  20th	  
	  

CHRIS	  
December	  23rd	  

	  
JOHN	  

December	  24th	  
	  

[All	  begin	  to	  speak	  at	  once	  
describing	  the	  day	  they	  found	  out	  
their	  father	  was	  transgender.	  Lights	  
flicker	  off.	  Silence.	  Reveal	  a	  single	  
spotlight	  on	  Stephen.]	  
	  

CHRIS	   	   	   MIKE	   	   	   KELLY	  	   	   JOHN	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Not	  too	  cold,	  but	  
actually	  quite	  
sunny.	  One	  of	  those	  
mornings	  that	  
doesn’t	  fit	  the	  
season	  and	  I	  had	  
just	  been	  dropped	  
off	  from	  a	  
sleepover.	  I	  arrived	  
home	  earlier	  than	  
what	  I	  had	  
originally	  told	  my	  
parents,	  but	  its	  not	  
like	  coming	  home	  
EARLY	  was	  ever	  a	  
problem.	  When	  I	  
got	  home	  there	  
were	  no	  cars	  in	  the	  
driveway,	  so	  I	  just	  
assumed	  that	  my	  
parents	  were	  out…	  	  

We	  were	  driving	  
home	  to	  our	  house	  
in	  Waxhaw.	  He	  was	  
driving	  and	  I	  was	  in	  
the	  passenger	  seat	  
when	  he	  started	  to	  
tell	  me	  that	  he	  had	  
something	  he	  
wanted	  to	  talk	  to	  
me	  about.	  This	  was	  
probably	  around	  
thanksgiving	  time,	  
seeing	  as	  how	  I	  
usually	  only	  visited	  
home	  for	  holidays.	  
He	  began	  to	  explain	  
his	  situation.	  I	  just	  
sat	  quietly	  and	  
didn’t	  say	  a	  word.	  
In	  fact,	  I	  don’t	  
believe	  I	  said…	  
	  

I	  had	  come	  home	  
for	  about	  a	  week	  
for	  the	  Christmas	  
holiday.	  I	  only	  get	  
to	  see	  my	  family	  
about	  once	  a	  year,	  if	  
that.	  It	  was	  right	  
before	  dinner	  when	  
my	  father	  began	  to	  
speak	  with	  me	  in	  
the	  kitchen.	  He	  
seemed	  so	  
uncomfortable.	  I	  
couldn’t	  grasp	  what	  
he	  was	  trying	  to	  tell	  
me	  at	  all.	  I	  
remember	  just	  
repeating	  back	  to	  
him	  everything	  he	  
was	  saying	  trying	  
to	  understand…	  
	  

Christmas	  day.	  I	  
woke	  up	  to	  an	  
empty	  house	  full	  of	  
bah-‐humbugs.	  I	  
came	  down	  the	  
stairs	  and	  my	  
father	  sat	  next	  to	  
me	  on	  the	  couch.	  I	  
was	  trying	  to	  watch	  
T.V.	  but	  he	  just	  
wanted	  to	  talk	  and	  
that	  didn’t	  happen	  
often.	  We	  sat	  down	  
and	  tried	  to	  ignore	  
the	  people	  coming	  
in	  and	  out	  of	  the	  
kitchen.	  As	  he	  
spoke	  I	  just	  let	  
everything	  run	  over	  
me.	  All	  I	  can	  
remember	  is	  that…	  	  
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STEPHEN	  

July	  1st,	  1959	  
	  

[Black	  out.]	  
	  
Car	  Incident	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
[KELLY	  appears	  in	  a	  spotlight.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

November	  15th.	  Not	  too	  cold,	  but	  actually	  quite	  sunny.	  One	  of	  those	  mornings	  that	  
doesn’t	  fit	  the	  season	  and	  I	  had	  just	  been	  dropped	  off	  earlier	  than	  what	  I	  had	  
originally	  told	  my	  parents,	  but	  its	  not	  like	  coming	  home	  EARLY	  was	  ever	  a	  problem.	  	  
	  

[Lights	  slowly	  fade	  up.	  Enter	  MIKE	  
into	  peanut	  gallery	  and	  watches	  the	  
scene	  unfold]	  

	  
When	  I	  got	  home	  there	  were	  no	  cars	  in	  the	  driveway,	  so	  I	  punched	  in	  the	  garage	  key	  
code.	  It	  opened	  a	  few	  inches,	  stopped,	  and	  then	  went	  back	  down.	  I	  tried	  again,	  but	  
this	  time	  ducked	  under	  it	  had	  time	  to	  close.	  There	  I	  stood	  facing	  the	  taillights	  of	  the	  
convertible,	  top	  up,	  engine	  growling.	  The	  headlights	  reflecting	  off	  the	  stairs	  to	  the	  
laundry	  room.	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  runs	  up	  to	  the	  car]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Dad?	  
	  

[KELLY	  peeks	  her	  head	  in	  the	  
driver’s	  window]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

DON’T	  LOOK	  IN	  HERE!!!	  
	  

KELLY	  
	  …	  what?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
KELLY!!!	  DON’T	  YOU	  DARE	  LOOK	  IN	  HERE!	  
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KELLY	  
Dad…	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
IM	  SERIOUS!!!	  GO	  STRAIGHT	  INTO	  THE	  HOUSE	  AND	  DON’T	  YOU	  DARE	  TURN	  
AROUND!!!	  
	  

[KELLY	  stands	  in	  the	  dark	  laundry	  
room	  and	  listens	  as	  the	  garage	  door	  
hums	  shut.	  [pause].	  SHE	  crosses	  
through	  the	  kitchen	  and	  sits	  down	  
at	  the	  edge	  of	  the	  couch]	  

	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well,	  did	  you	  look?	  You	  had	  to	  have	  looked.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
It	  looked	  like	  a	  mask	  to	  be	  honest…	  I	  remember	  an	  earing?	  I	  don’t	  recall	  exactly.	  It	  
was	  dark.	  Oh	  and	  he	  was	  leaning	  back.	  For	  a	  split	  second	  I	  thought	  he	  was	  a	  being	  
held	  at	  gunpoint	  and	  trying	  to	  protect	  me.	  	  
	  

[The	  phone	  rings]	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  better	  get	  that…	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  

[KELLY	  answers	  the	  phone.]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Hello?	  
	  

JOAN	  
Now	  that’s	  no	  way	  to	  answer	  a	  phone.	  You	  say	  “Hi	  this	  is	  Kelly,	  may	  I	  ask	  who	  is	  
calling”	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok	  mom,	  whatever,	  I’m	  not	  just	  going	  to	  give	  my	  name	  to	  just	  anybody	  who	  happens	  
to	  be	  calling	  
	  

JOAN	  
I’m	  not	  asking	  you	  to.	  I	  am	  just	  saying	  it	  is	  more	  polite.	  How	  was	  your	  sleepover?	  
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KELLY	  

It	  was	  fine.	  
	  

JOAN	  
Good…	  Well	  I	  just	  got	  off	  the	  phone	  with	  your	  father	  and	  I	  wanted	  you	  to	  know	  that	  
everything	  is	  fine...	  	  Are	  you	  ok?”	  
	  

KELLY	  
Was	  I	  supposed	  to	  think	  that	  everything	  wasn’t	  fine?	  

	  
JOAN	  

Well	  no…	  
	  

KELLY	  
Why	  would	  I	  not	  be	  ok?	  

	  
JOAN	  

You	  are	  making	  this	  very	  difficult.	  Could	  you	  just	  tell	  me	  what	  happened?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok…	  I	  mean	  I	  don’t	  really	  know.	  I	  was	  coming	  home,	  dad	  was	  pulling	  out	  of	  the	  
garage	  and	  he	  yelled	  at	  me,	  and	  told	  me	  not	  to	  look,	  so	  I	  didn’t.	  The	  end.	  
	  

JOAN	  
Oh.	  I’m	  really	  sorry	  Kelly.	  I	  told	  your	  father	  to…	  well	  he	  was	  supposed	  to	  leave	  
earlier.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Ok?	  What	  does	  his	  timing	  have	  to	  do	  with	  anything?	  
	  

JOAN	  
You	  didn’t	  see	  anything?	  
	  

KELLY	  
No…	  was	  there	  something	  to	  see?	  

	  
JOAN	  

No,	  no!	  I	  was	  just	  asking.	  Well	  hang	  out	  there	  until	  we	  get	  home.	  
	  

KELLY	  
But	  what	  if	  I	  want	  to	  hang	  out	  with	  some	  friends?	  What	  if	  I	  don’t	  want	  to	  hang	  out	  
here.	  
	  
	  

JOAN	  
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Just	  be	  home	  for	  dinner.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  always	  am.	  

	  
JOAN	  

And	  there	  is	  nothing	  to	  worry	  about.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  not	  worried	  mom…	  
	  

JOAN	  
Alright,	  well	  I’m	  at	  the	  store.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Cool?	  

	  
JOAN	  

Ok.	  See	  you	  soon.	  Bye	  honey.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  sure,	  bye.	  	  

	  
[KELLY	  hangs	  up.	  Yells	  into	  phone.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

UGH!	  I’m	  fine!	  IM	  NOT	  A	  CHILD!	  [throws	  phone]	  ARE	  YOU!?	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

MIKE	  
Tell	  us	  how	  you	  really	  feel.	  [Gets	  the	  phone]	  Nope.	  Not	  broken.	  Close	  call.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  mean,	  mom	  has	  to	  learn	  to	  let	  her	  own	  damn	  kids	  grow	  up.	  
	  

MIKE	  
And	  dad?	  
	  

KELLY	  
What	  about	  dad?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well	  he	  kind	  of	  expected	  us	  kids	  to	  grow	  up	  TOO	  fast,	  didn’t	  he?	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  
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[KELLY	  does	  homework	  at	  the	  
kitchen	  table	  eating	  ice	  cream	  out	  
of	  the	  tub.	  Enter	  STEPHEN.	  
STEPHEN	  walks	  to	  KELLY,	  hesitates,	  
then	  turns	  back	  around	  and	  exits.	  
KELLY	  looks	  around	  for	  STEPHEN.	  
Enter	  STEPHEN.	  KELLY	  changes	  
her	  mind,	  avoids	  eye	  contact	  and	  
goes	  back	  to	  her	  homework.]	  

	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well…	  did	  you	  say	  anything?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  getting	  to	  it….	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Hey	  dad!	  Thanks	  for	  dinner!	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
You’re	  welcome…	  	  
	  

[STEPHEN	  watches	  KELLY	  eat.	  
There	  is	  a	  long	  pause	  as	  they	  BOTH	  
search	  for	  the	  right	  words.]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

So	  I	  wanted	  to	  apologize	  for	  scaring	  you	  this	  morning.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  didn’t	  scare	  me!	  I	  was	  just	  confused,	  but	  it’s	  ok.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I	  didn’t	  mean	  to	  yell	  at	  you.	  
	  

KELLY	  
It’s	  ok,	  dad,	  [beat]	  really.	  
	  

[Pause.]	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
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MIKE	  

No	  way…	  that	  wasn’t	  it.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Did	  I	  say	  I	  was	  done?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well	  get	  to	  it	  then!	  

	  
[PAST]	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Did	  you	  see	  anything?	  
	  

KELLY	  
See	  anything?	  Was	  there	  something	  to	  see?	  Mom	  asked	  me	  that	  too.	  	  Was	  I	  
SUPPOSED	  to	  be	  looking	  for	  something	  because	  when	  you	  yell	  “don’t	  look	  in	  here”	  I	  
don’t	  look.	  	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Okay,	  good	  point,	  but	  you	  know,	  did	  you	  happen	  to	  accidentally	  see	  anything	  on	  
your	  way	  inside?	  

	  
KELLY	  

What	  do	  you	  mean	  accidentally?	  No,	  you	  told	  me	  not	  to	  look	  and	  I	  didn’t.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Alright.	  I’m	  just	  asking.	  So	  you	  didn’t	  see	  me	  at	  all?	  
	  

KELLY	  
No!	  Well..	  before	  you	  yelled	  at	  me,	  through	  the	  window	  it	  looked	  like	  you	  were	  
wearing	  makeup	  or	  something?	  I	  couldn’t	  really	  tell.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I	  didn’t	  mean	  to	  hide	  from	  you,	  I	  just	  wasn’t	  expecting	  you	  home	  and	  I	  wasn’t	  
prepared	  
	  

KELLY	  
Prepared?	  You	  need	  to	  prepare	  for	  me	  coming	  home?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  no,	  but	  you’re	  right	  I	  was	  wearing	  make	  up.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  were?	  
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STEPHEN	  

Yes,	  I	  was	  dressed	  up	  on	  my	  way	  going	  out…	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh.	  Wait	  then	  why	  did	  you	  hide?	  I’m	  confused.	  You	  were	  just	  going	  out?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  I	  wasn’t	  trying	  to	  hide.	  It	  was	  just	  instinct.	  You	  caught	  me	  off	  guard	  is	  all.	  And	  I	  
wasn’t	  just	  going	  out.	  I	  have	  been	  going	  to	  this	  group	  thing	  and	  I	  was	  leaving	  to	  meet	  
some	  people.	  
	  

KELLY	  
This	  all	  sounds	  very	  vague	  and	  I’m	  not	  really	  catching	  the	  point	  here.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Ok.	  I	  have	  to	  tell	  you	  something.	  Um,	  it’s	  something	  that	  I	  have	  been	  wanting	  to	  
share	  with	  you,	  but	  couldn’t	  bring	  myself	  ….	  and….	  Um..	  I..	  
	  

KELLY	  
Dad,	  what	  are	  you	  talking	  about?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
What	  I’m	  trying	  to	  say	  is	  that	  I	  ..	  I	  have	  been	  trying	  to	  tell	  you…	  and…	  you	  see…	  the	  
thing…	  I	  guess…	  what	  I’m…	  ok…	  I	  was	  dressed	  up,	  you	  know,	  as	  a	  woman.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Like	  in	  a	  dress?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yes.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  I	  thought	  I	  saw	  you	  with	  an	  earing,	  but	  I	  thought	  you	  were	  dressed	  as	  a	  clown	  
or	  something!	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
A	  clown?	  Haha,	  no…	  I	  am…	  I	  am	  what	  is	  called	  a	  trans	  or	  transgendered	  person.	  Do	  
you	  know	  what	  that	  is?	  
	  

KELLY	  
No.	  I	  mean	  I	  think	  I’ve	  heard	  of	  it,	  but	  not	  really.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Ok,	  well…	  it	  means	  that	  I	  feel	  like	  I	  was	  meant	  to	  be	  a	  girl.	  So	  in	  the	  car	  this	  morning	  
I	  was	  dressed	  up	  to	  go	  out	  as	  myself,	  as	  a	  woman.	  



	   54	  

	  
KELLY	  

Ok.	  So	  as	  a	  transgender…	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
A	  transvestite	  actually.	  I	  don’t	  take	  hormones	  or	  anything,	  I	  just	  prefer	  to	  dress	  as	  a	  
woman.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Ok…	  so	  as	  a	  transvestite	  you…	  you	  want	  to	  play	  dress	  up	  all	  the	  time?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well,	  actually	  yeah,	  ha,	  sort	  of!	  But	  it’s	  more	  like	  wanting	  to	  STOP	  playing	  dress-‐up.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Right,	  right.	  Yeah	  that	  makes	  more	  sense.	  That’s	  what	  I	  meant.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

What	  YOU	  would	  think	  of	  would	  probably	  be	  a	  Drag	  Queen,	  but	  not	  as	  extreme.	  I	  just	  
enjoy	  makeup	  and	  little	  cutesy	  things.	  I	  don’t	  want	  a	  big	  wig	  or	  heels.	  

	  
KELLY	  

No	  runway?	  Or	  Drag	  show?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Definitely	  not.	  And	  it’s	  not	  just	  dressing	  up	  Ever	  since	  I	  was	  little,	  well	  ever	  since	  I	  
can	  remember,	  I’ve	  been	  living	  in	  this	  out	  of	  body	  experience.	  I	  would	  see	  my	  sisters	  
playing	  with	  dolls	  and	  dressing	  up	  and	  I	  would	  want	  to	  play	  too,	  but	  they	  would	  
never	  let	  me	  since	  I	  was	  a	  boy	  and	  boys	  don’t	  do	  that	  sort	  of	  thing.	  But	  when	  no	  one	  
was	  home	  I	  would	  sneak	  into	  their	  rooms	  and	  try	  on	  their	  dresses.	  I	  guess	  I	  
shouldn’t	  have	  done	  that…	  but	  I	  never	  understood	  why	  I	  had	  to	  do	  things	  just	  
because	  I	  was	  a	  boy.	  I	  was	  told	  it	  was	  wrong	  to	  want	  to	  wear	  my	  moms	  shoes,	  and	  I	  
started	  to	  think	  all	  my	  thoughts	  and	  feelings	  were	  wrong;	  well	  I’ve	  learned	  it’s	  not	  
wrong,	  it’s	  me.	  I	  didn’t	  ask	  to	  have	  this,	  you	  know,…	  penis.	  	  
	  

[KELLY	  is	  hit	  with	  a	  pang	  of	  
awkwardness	  as	  STEPHEN	  says	  
“penis”]	  

	  
I	  remember	  in	  high	  school,	  my	  sister	  Gillian	  bought	  these	  really	  cool	  pants.	  They	  
were	  a	  dark	  red	  corduroy,	  velvety	  material.	  Man	  they	  were	  groovy.	  They	  didn’t	  fit	  
her,	  so	  she	  threw	  them	  out	  and	  I	  thought	  Well	  I	  bet	  those	  would	  fit	  me.	  So	  I	  grabbed	  
them	  and	  wore	  them	  the	  next	  day	  to	  school.	  They	  were	  AWESOME!	  When	  I	  got	  
home	  Gillian’s	  demanded	  them	  back	  because	  she	  thought	  it	  was	  weird	  I	  was	  wearing	  
girls	  pants.	  But	  they	  fit	  me	  perfectly	  and	  they	  made	  me	  feel	  good,	  so	  I	  didn’t	  care.	  I	  
kept	  them,	  but	  I	  didn’t	  wear	  them	  to	  school	  anymore.	  Just	  little	  things	  like	  that.	  	  
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KELLY	  

Man,	  I	  want	  a	  pair	  of	  red	  pants!	  But	  how	  long	  have	  you	  known,	  then?	  That	  you	  are	  
trans?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  its	  not	  like	  I	  woke	  up	  one	  day	  and	  said	  ‘HEY!	  Today’s	  the	  day!’	  It	  was	  kind	  of	  a	  
revelation	  process.	  But	  I’ve	  known	  forever.	  I	  can’t	  really	  explain	  it.	  When	  did	  you	  
know	  you	  were	  a	  girl?	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Huh…	  I	  never	  thought	  of	  that.	  	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
It’s	  the	  same	  thing,	  except	  everyone	  in	  my	  life	  was	  telling	  me	  I	  was	  wrong,	  so	  it	  just	  
took	  a	  little	  bit	  of	  figuring	  out.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Who	  was	  the	  first	  to	  know?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Your	  mother,	  actually,	  back	  before	  you	  were	  born,	  but…	  we	  decided	  it	  was	  best	  to	  
try	  and	  just	  forget	  that	  side	  of	  me.	  I	  ignored	  all	  my	  instincts	  and	  I	  tossed	  myself	  aside.	  
Turns	  out	  that	  only	  makes	  you	  miserable;	  so	  I	  have	  learned.	  And	  I	  am	  sure	  you	  have	  
noticed	  how	  upset	  and	  frustrated	  I	  am	  all	  the	  time.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  just	  thought	  that	  was	  money	  and	  stuff.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
It’s	  not	  the	  money…	  well	  it	  is,	  but	  that’s	  not	  everything.	  Keeping	  this	  secret;	  that’s	  
why	  I	  haven’t	  been	  happy.	  But	  now	  that	  you	  kids	  are	  older	  I	  have	  decided	  that	  I	  need	  
to	  start	  being	  myself	  because	  I	  can’t	  stand	  living	  as	  someone	  else.	  I	  just	  wasn’t	  ready	  
to	  tell	  everyone	  yet.	  I	  didn’t	  know	  how	  you	  would	  react.	  I	  mean	  it’s	  hard	  to	  tell	  your	  
kids	  that	  you’re	  not	  the	  man	  they	  thought	  you	  were,	  and	  you’re	  actually	  not	  a	  man	  at	  
all.	  How	  do	  you	  start	  to	  tell	  your	  kids	  that	  you’ve	  been	  lying	  to	  yourself,	  and	  that	  
you’re	  not	  happy	  even	  with	  such	  a	  wonderful	  family?	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Dad…	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
How	  do	  you	  tell	  your	  kids	  that	  the	  man	  they	  call	  father	  is	  a	  woman,	  that	  they	  were	  
part	  of	  a	  life	  long	  lie?	  How	  could	  I	  look	  into	  your	  eyes	  and	  watch	  you	  hate	  me	  for	  
coming	  out.	  I	  would	  hate	  me.	  I	  don’t	  want	  to	  lose	  you	  kids.	  I	  hear	  stories	  about	  
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coming	  out	  and	  families	  just	  turn.	  It’s	  scary.	  But	  its	  time	  for	  me,	  I	  think	  and	  I	  can	  
only	  hope	  you	  will	  understand.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Dad.	  I	  think	  it’s	  important	  to	  love	  yourself.	  

	  
[STEPHEN	  gives	  KELLY	  a	  broken	  
smile]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Thanks	  Kell.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  don’t	  know	  why	  you	  are	  thanking	  me…	  so	  who	  else	  knows?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  right	  now,	  just	  your	  Mom.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Wait,	  so	  not	  even	  Grandma	  and	  Granddad?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Nope.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh,	  dang.	  I’m	  assuming	  you’ll	  tell	  everyone	  soon,	  right?	  Or	  do	  I	  just	  pretend	  I	  don’t	  
know?	  Or…	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yeah,	  I	  think	  it’s	  time	  I	  told	  all	  you	  kids	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  I’m	  here	  if	  you	  need	  anything	  or	  want	  me	  to	  be	  there	  or	  follow	  up,	  or	  whatever.	  
Take	  your	  time	  dad.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Thanks	  Kelly	  you	  truly	  are	  an	  amazing	  daughter.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ugh.	  Stop	  that	  I	  hate	  compliments.	  I	  was	  just	  the	  first	  to	  find	  out,	  you	  have	  no	  one	  to	  
compare	  me	  to.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Uh-‐huh.	  

	  
KELLY	  
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So	  what	  do	  I	  call	  you	  when	  you’re	  all	  dressed	  up?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well,	  you	  call	  me	  dad!	  I’m	  still	  your	  dad,	  I	  will	  always	  be	  your	  dad.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Haha	  I	  know	  THAT!	  But	  what	  would	  your	  friends	  call	  you?	  Not	  Stephen?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Sylvia.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Sylvia?	  	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
What?	  I	  thought	  it	  was	  unique	  and	  close	  to	  Stephen.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  I	  can	  see	  that,	  I	  guess.	  Kind	  of	  a	  weird	  name,	  but	  you	  always	  liked	  those	  kinds	  
of	  names.	  Remember	  you	  wanted	  to	  name	  me…	  what	  was	  it…	  Natasha	  or	  Natalia?	  
Something	  fancy.	  Kelly	  is	  way	  more	  fitting”	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  hey	  I’m	  weird!	  So	  weird	  names	  fit!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Aren’t	  we	  all!	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

So	  do	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  Kelly?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh,	  um…	  no	  I	  really	  can’t	  think	  of	  any	  right	  now”	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
ok	  
	  

[STEPHEN	  exits]	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

MIKE	  
You	  didn’t	  have	  ANY	  questions?	  Seriously.	  Yeah	  you	  did,	  you	  just	  didn’t	  want	  to	  ask	  
them.	  
	  

KELLY	  
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No	  I	  didn’t!	  And	  he	  seemed	  almost	  a	  little	  sad	  I	  didn’t	  have	  any.	  I	  could	  understand	  
where	  he	  was	  coming	  from.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Oh	  please.	  That’s	  not	  really	  what	  happened.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What?	  Yeah	  it	  is!!!	  
	  

MIKE	  
There	  is	  no	  way	  you	  had	  zero	  emotions	  Kelly,	  that’s	  not	  human.	  You’re	  not	  fooling	  
anyone.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  not	  TRYING	  to	  fool	  anyone.	  
	  

MIKE	  
You	  just	  magically	  understood	  and	  accepted	  everything?	  After	  that	  conversation?	  
Come	  on	  Kelly	  nobody	  does	  that.	  That’s	  ridiculous.	  
	  

KELLY	  
It	  was	  nice	  to	  see	  even	  a	  glimmer	  of	  happiness	  from	  him.	  I	  had	  never	  seen	  him	  so	  
vulnerable	  and	  I	  had	  never	  seen	  him	  cry.	  This	  is	  dad	  we	  are	  talking	  about.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yeah	  but	  were	  you	  ok?	  ARE	  you	  ok?	  Do	  you	  even	  know	  how	  to	  share	  emotions?	  
	  

KELLY	  
IM	  FINE!	  His…	  or	  her	  being	  transgender	  didn’t	  really	  phase	  me.	  I	  don’t	  really	  know	  
why.	  This	  wasn’t	  something	  HUGE	  for	  me.	  It	  was	  instantly	  normal…	  

	  
MIKE	  

Right…	  INSTANTLY	  normal.	  Because	  that’s	  how	  life	  works.	  Man	  Kelly	  you	  must	  be	  
like	  a	  saint.	  So	  perfect	  and	  understanding!!!	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  wasn’t	  being	  understanding.	  I	  was	  just	  listening	  and	  responding	  as	  I	  normally	  
would.	  He	  was	  still	  my	  dad.	  Damn	  it.	  SHE.	  That	  might	  take	  some	  getting	  used	  to	  
though.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well	  when	  you	  grow	  up	  and	  stop	  convincing	  yourself	  of	  that	  bull	  shit	  I’ll	  be	  right	  
there	  to	  say	  I	  told	  you	  so!	  
	  

KELLY	  
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That’s	  SO	  nice	  of	  you.	  And	  mom	  will	  be	  right	  beside	  you.	  I	  think	  she	  was	  almost	  
disappointed	  I	  didn’t	  react	  in	  the	  way	  everyone	  was	  expecting.	  She	  was	  determined	  
that	  I	  was	  hiding	  behind	  this	  “understanding”.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Because	  you	  are	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  AM	  NOT!	  Why	  is	  that	  so	  hard	  to	  understand?	  I’m	  fine.	  I	  NEVER	  broke	  down,	  there	  
were	  never	  any	  hidden	  emotions,	  I	  was	  never	  scared	  of	  hurting	  my	  father	  and	  I’m	  a	  
very	  honest	  person,	  Mike!	  This	  just	  wasn’t	  something	  I	  thought	  of	  as	  a	  huge	  deal.	  I	  
mean,	  you	  probably	  thought	  it	  was!	  And	  that’s	  fine	  too…	  
	  

MIKE	  
It	  IS	  a	  big	  deal,	  Kelly.	  Stop	  Lying	  to	  yourself	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  not!	  And	  if	  it’s	  such	  a	  big	  deal	  how	  come	  you	  didn’t	  freak	  out?	  
	  
	  
The	  Quiet	  One	  
	  

[spotlight]	  
	  

MIKE	  
November	  20th	  
	  

[ENTER	  CHRIS	  into	  peanut	  gallery	  
and	  watches	  the	  scene	  unfold]	  
	  

	  [PAST]	  
	  
[Lights	  fade	  up	  and	  MIKE	  arrives	  
home	  after	  a	  year	  at	  college.	  KELLY	  
comes	  running	  out	  of	  the	  house.]	  

	  
MIKE	  

There	  she	  is!	  Sistahhh!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Brothaaaaahhhhhh	  
	  

[KELLY	  runs	  to	  MIKE.	  MIKE,	  arms	  
outstretched,	  embraces	  KELLY	  and	  
swings	  her	  about]	  
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KELLY	  
Welcome	  home!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Where	  IS	  everyone?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Out.	  
	  

MIKE	  
What	  a	  loving	  family.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Hey	  now,	  I’m	  here!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Score!	  One	  out	  of	  six.	  Well	  Chris	  doesn’t	  count.	  So	  one	  out	  of	  FIVE;	  what	  a	  great	  
statistic…	  
	  

KELLY	  
So	  dramatic.	  Next	  time	  I	  will	  roll	  out	  the	  red	  carpet.	  
	  

[BOTH	  enter	  the	  house.	  Time	  passes.	  
We	  hear	  a	  garage	  open	  and	  a	  car	  
pull	  in.	  Enter	  STEPHEN]	  

	  
MIKE:	  Daddy-‐o!	  
	  

[hug]	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Hey	  Mike!	  Welcome	  home,	  when	  did	  you	  get	  back?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Eh,	  just	  a	  few	  hours	  ago	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
How	  was	  the	  drive?	  Did	  you	  get	  lost?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Of	  course	  he	  did!!!	  
	  

MIKE	  
…	  just	  once.	  But	  the	  signs	  are	  always	  so	  confusing.	  

	  
KELLY	  
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Yeah,	  those	  signs	  that	  tell	  you	  exactly	  where	  to	  go…	  man	  I	  wish	  they	  weren’t	  there!	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
HAHA	  you	  just	  follow	  one	  highway	  and	  take	  the	  exit	  for	  485.	  That’s	  it.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yes,	  I	  know.	  
	  

[Awkward	  Pause]	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Hey,	  so	  are	  you	  doing	  anything?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Like	  with	  my	  life	  or	  right	  now?	  
	  

KELLY	  
No	  one	  cares	  about	  your	  life…	  just	  kidding.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I	  do	  care	  about	  your	  life,	  but	  I	  meant	  right	  now.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Nah,	  I	  was	  just	  about	  to	  make	  some	  lunch.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
It’s	  a	  little	  late	  for	  lunch	  isn’t	  it?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well	  I	  WAS	  driving	  all	  day	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Right,	  well	  we	  don’t	  have	  much…	  
	  

MIKE	  
Oh	  I	  know	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
So	  why	  don’t	  I	  take	  you	  out	  to	  lunch?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Sweet!	  Where	  are	  we	  going!?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Didn’t	  you	  already	  eat,	  Kelly?	  
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KELLY	  
So!	  I	  want	  to	  go…	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Don’t	  you	  have	  work	  to	  do?	  Or	  weren’t	  you	  meeting	  some	  friends?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  can	  be	  late,	  no	  big	  deal!	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Kelly!	  
	  

[STEPHEN	  gives	  KELLY	  a	  look]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh………	  I’m	  IN!	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
No,	  you’re	  out.	  Mike?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Ummm…	  alright	  yeah	  that	  sounds	  good.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Awesome.	  Well	  we	  can	  just	  run	  down	  to	  that	  little	  taco	  place	  down	  the	  road!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Do	  they	  have	  vegetarian	  options?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Oh	  that’s	  right…	  I	  think	  so?	  
	  

[The	  two	  get	  into	  the	  car.	  Long	  
pause.]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Hey,	  while	  I	  have	  you	  here	  I	  just	  wanted	  to	  talk	  to	  you	  about	  something.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Oh	  yeah?	  What’s	  that?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  it’s	  about	  something	  that	  I’m	  currently	  going	  through.	  I	  am	  not	  really	  sure	  how	  
to	  explain	  this…	  I	  don’t	  know	  the	  right	  words.	  I	  feel…	  I…	  Um.	  What	  I’m	  trying	  to	  say	  
is…	  Have	  you…	  do	  you	  know…	  
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MIKE	  
Watch	  out	  for	  that	  car!	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

I	  know…	  I	  see	  him…	  Mike,	  I	  am	  what	  you	  would	  call	  a	  transgender.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

MIKE	  
He	  brought	  it	  up	  like	  a	  casual	  conversation.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Is	  that	  a	  good	  thing?	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean,	  whatever	  he	  needed	  to	  do!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Come	  on,	  you	  and	  I	  both	  know	  how	  hard	  it	  is	  being	  away	  from	  home,	  and	  then	  to	  
find	  out	  the	  moment	  	  you	  come	  back	  for	  some	  vacation	  time?	  	  That	  sucks.	  
	  

MIKE	  
True,	  but	  I	  didn’t	  really	  think	  of	  it	  like	  that.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
There’s	  no	  way	  you	  were	  ok	  with	  this.	  Speaking	  as	  an	  older	  brother	  living	  far	  away	  
from	  home,	  suddenly	  learning	  your	  father	  is	  a	  woman	  is	  a	  HUGE	  life	  event!	  these	  
stories	  you	  all	  tell,	  it’s	  just	  way	  to	  easy.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  Mike,	  you’re	  the	  one	  that	  didn’t	  believe	  I	  had	  emotions	  or	  questions.	  Hypocrite!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Your	  story	  was	  bullshit	  too	  
	  

KELLY	  
Rude.	  
	  

MIKE	  
You	  don’t	  have	  to	  believe	  me,	  but	  that’s	  what	  happened.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Right…	  And	  you	  what?	  Just	  took	  it	  all	  in	  and	  left	  with	  a	  smile	  on	  your	  face?	  And	  had	  
some	  tacos.	  
	  

MIKE	  
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Well,	  no.	  I	  just	  sat	  quietly.	  I	  don’t	  think	  I	  even	  said	  anything	  until	  we	  pulled	  into	  the	  
parking	  lot	  and	  it	  was	  probably	  something	  like,	  “okay,”	  or	  “nope	  I	  don’t	  have	  any	  
questions.”	  Not	  that	  I	  didn’t	  care,	  he	  just	  did	  a	  good	  job	  of	  explaining	  everything.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Really.	  Soooo	  good	  that	  you	  didn’t	  have	  any	  questions	  at	  all.	  None.	  Zero.	  You	  two	  are	  
Ridiculous!	  	  Living	  in	  some	  place	  like	  Denial.	  
	  

KELLY	  
WE	  are?	  That’s	  so	  ironic.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  think	  I	  sort	  of	  always	  knew	  that	  there	  was	  something	  deep	  inside	  that	  bothered	  
him,	  so	  I	  wasn’t	  so	  surprised	  when	  he	  came	  out	  and	  said	  it.	  I	  relate	  to	  dad	  like	  that.	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Hindsight.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  that’s	  not	  to	  say	  I	  didn’t	  think	  about	  it,	  and	  that’s	  not	  to	  say	  I	  didn’t	  have	  
those	  struggling	  times.	  But,	  that	  was	  all	  internal.	  I’m	  ok	  with	  it	  now.	  
	  
The	  Eldest	  
	  

KELLY	  
In	  hindsight	  was	  trying	  to	  figure	  out	  who	  knew	  what	  and	  who	  looked	  like	  they	  
needed	  to	  talk	  to	  someone.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
That’s	  not	  hindsight.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok	  well	  Dad	  told	  me	  that	  he	  planned	  on	  talking	  to	  everyone	  about	  his	  
transformation.	  I	  thought	  he	  meant	  that	  he	  was	  going	  to	  sit	  down	  with	  all	  of	  us	  
together,	  I	  think	  that	  would	  have	  been	  better.	  	  
	  

MIKE	  
You	  just	  didn’t	  like	  not	  KNOWING	  everything	  for	  once.	  No	  one	  knew	  when	  I	  was	  told.	  
I	  didn’t	  think	  it	  was	  a	  thing	  worth	  sharing.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  that’s	  because	  you’re	  about	  as	  internal	  as	  the	  inside	  of	  a	  turtle	  shell.	  
	  

MIKE	  
[sarcastic]	  Good	  one	  Kelly.	  
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KELLY	  
Well	  I	  was	  kind	  of	  sad	  I	  didn’t	  know	  you	  were	  told.	  I	  wanted	  to	  be	  there	  for	  you.	  

	  
MIKE	  

I’m	  have	  my	  big	  boy	  pants,	  Kelly.	  I	  don’t	  need	  you	  to	  be	  there	  for	  me.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  know…	  Where	  were	  Chris’s	  big	  boy	  pants?	  

	  
CHRIS	  

I	  had	  my	  big	  boy	  pants	  on	  ever	  since	  m	  family	  ditched	  me	  in	  Arizona	  and	  moved	  to	  
North	  Carolina.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Give	  him	  a	  break.	  He	  didn’t	  even	  find	  out	  until	  two	  days	  before	  Christmas.	  Christmas	  
Eve’s	  eve.	  	  One	  hell	  of	  a	  present,	  no.	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[Kelly	  walks	  into	  the	  kitchen,	  CHRIS	  
rushes	  past,	  STEPHEN	  stands	  there	  
alone	  and	  then	  begins	  to	  prepare	  
dinner.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Where	  did	  Chris	  go?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Um,	  I’m	  not	  sure.	  
	  

[KELLY	  walks	  into	  the	  living	  room	  
where	  MIKE	  is	  watching	  some	  
television.	  She	  sits	  down	  next	  to	  
him]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Move	  your	  feet.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Sit	  on	  the	  other	  couch.	  	  	  I	  was	  here	  first	  
	  

[KELLY	  ignores	  him,	  moves	  his	  feet,	  
and	  sits	  down.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Where	  did	  Chris	  go?	  
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MIKE	  

He	  left.	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  it…	  that’s	  all	  you	  got?	  He	  just	  left?	  
	  

MIKE	  
No,	  he	  probably	  just	  wanted	  to	  be	  alone.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Right,	  because	  he	  visits	  us	  once	  a	  year	  to	  be	  alone…?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Um	  yes	  Kelly.	  He	  just	  found	  out	  
	  

KELLY	  
Wait,	  about…about	  what?	  
	  

MIKE	  
About	  dad.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What?	  you	  knew!?	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
You	  both	  knew.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Come	  on	  Chris,	  it’s	  not	  really	  our	  secret	  to	  share.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Says	  the	  girl	  who	  wanted	  to	  know	  when	  everyone	  was	  told	  –	  so	  that	  she	  could	  “be	  
there”	  for	  everyone.	  	  Miss	  I’m-‐the-‐only-‐one-‐that’s-‐got-‐it-‐all-‐together!.	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  different	  because	  I	  didn’t	  want	  to	  share,	  I	  wanted	  to	  listen.	  I	  ALREADY	  knew.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yeah	  I’m	  not	  going	  to	  tell	  you	  something	  like	  that.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  maybe	  if	  you	  both	  shared	  I	  wouldn’t	  have	  been	  so	  blindsided.	  
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MIKE	  
Yeah	  Chris,	  we	  are	  the	  ones	  to	  blame	  here.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What	  even	  happened?	  Where	  did	  you	  go?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  just	  walked	  around,	  replaying	  what	  happened	  over	  and	  over.	  To	  be	  alone	  in	  my	  
thoughts.	  	  .	  I	  don’t	  see	  dad	  as	  much.	  I	  already	  grew	  up	  with	  him	  as	  dad,	  Stephen,	  
male.	  It’s	  weird.	  It	  was	  like	  mourning	  my	  own	  father,	  but	  he	  still	  lived.	  
	  

[spotlight]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
December	  23rd	  
	  

[Enter	  JOHN	  into	  peanut	  gallery	  
and	  watches	  the	  scene	  unfold]	  

	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[STEPHEN	  enters	  kitchen.]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Heya	  Chris,	  its	  good	  to	  have	  you	  home.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
It’s	  good	  to	  be	  home	  dad!	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yeah.	  I	  always	  enjoy	  having	  all	  you	  kids	  around.	  You	  know?	  And	  we	  miss	  you	  around	  
here.	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Yeah	  I	  miss	  you	  guys	  too.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
So	  while	  I	  have	  you	  here	  actually…	  	  I	  wanted	  to	  talk	  to	  you	  about	  something.	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Sure	  dad,	  what’s	  up?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well,	  it’s	  nothing	  bad,	  just	  something	  I’ve	  been	  having	  a	  hard	  time	  with.	  

	  
CHRIS	  
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Hard	  time?	  Dad…	  with	  what?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  you	  know…	  I’ve	  been	  angry.	  And	  well	  I	  haven’t	  been	  myself	  and	  lately,	  I	  just…	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Haven’t	  been	  yourself?	  What	  are	  you	  talking	  about	  dad?	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Well,	  one	  day	  your	  sister	  came	  home	  early	  and	  I	  didn’t	  want	  someone	  else	  to	  tell	  you.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Tell	  me	  what?	  That	  Kelly	  came	  home…?	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

No,	  she	  came	  home	  and	  saw	  me	  in	  the	  car.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Right…	  because	  no	  one	  should	  see	  you	  in	  the	  car.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
No,	  what	  I’m	  trying	  to	  say	  is	  that	  I’m	  trans.	  Your	  sister	  saw	  me	  coming	  home	  from	  
some	  sleepover	  and	  I	  just	  wanted	  to	  tell	  you	  that	  I’m	  in	  the	  transition	  of	  becoming	  a	  
woman	  and…	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Wait…	  what?	  Back	  up…	  huh?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I’m	  transgender……..	  So	  I	  feel	  like	  a	  woman	  on	  the	  inside	  and	  I	  want	  to	  be	  a	  woman.	  
Do	  you	  know	  what	  a	  transgender	  is…?	  

	  
CHRIS	  

You’re	  transgender?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yeah,	  you	  know	  I	  like	  to	  wear	  dresses	  and	  makeup	  and	  all	  that.	  So	  like	  a	  less	  extreme	  
drag	  queen	  I	  guess.	  I	  mean	  I’m	  not	  that	  extreme.	  I	  don’t	  feel	  like	  a	  man….	  Basically	  
and	  I	  have	  been	  playing	  with	  the	  idea	  of	  coming	  out	  and	  I	  want	  to	  be	  honest	  with	  
you	  all	  and…	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Sooo	  you	  decided	  to	  tell	  me	  now,	  right	  before	  Christmas?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  we	  don’t	  see	  you	  very	  often.	  
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CHRIS	  

No	  one	  is	  stopping	  you	  from	  visiting	  ME.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Chris…	  

	  
CHRIS	  

So	  how	  long	  have	  you	  been	  this	  way?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I	  mean	  all	  my	  life,	  but	  its	  just	  now	  I’m	  telling	  people	  and	  talking	  about	  it,	  and	  trying	  
to	  be	  open.	  

	  
CHRIS	  

So	  you	  WANT	  to	  be	  a	  girl?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I	  don’t	  want	  to,	  I	  just	  AM.	  I	  rather	  not	  label	  it	  girl	  and	  boy,	  male	  and	  female.	  I	  mean	  
I’m	  the	  same	  person,	  its	  just	  I	  rather	  wear	  dresses	  than	  jeans,	  or	  curl	  my	  hair!	  It’s	  me,	  
Chris!	  I	  will	  always	  be	  your	  dad.	  

	  
CHRIS	  

….	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Chris?	  

	  
CHRIS	  

I…	  I	  just…	  
	  

[Exit	  CHRIS.	  Enter	  KELLY.]	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
[KELLY	  stops	  CHRIS	  from	  walking	  
out	  of	  the	  space.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Calm	  down	  it’s	  still	  dad.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  know	  but	  it’s	  not.	  It’s	  not	  dad,	  it’s	  a	  whole	  new	  person.	  Someone	  I	  don’t	  know	  if	  I	  
want	  to	  get	  to	  know.	  
	  

KELLY	  
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What?	  Are	  you	  joking.	  She	  is	  still	  the	  same	  person.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
She?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  that	  part	  is	  hard	  to	  get	  used	  to	  but…	  she.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
She...	  I	  don’t	  know	  about	  that.	  She	  isn’t	  my	  dad.	  He	  is.	  I’m	  still	  getting	  used	  to	  she.	  

	  
KELLY	  

You	  still	  feel	  this	  way?	  Why	  don’t	  you	  talk	  to	  someone?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Jesus	  Kelly,	  I’m	  a	  big	  boy.	  I	  can	  take	  care	  of	  myself.	  

	  
KELLY	  

I	  know…	  but	  obviously	  not.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No	  one	  can	  be	  there	  for	  me.	  I	  live	  so	  far	  away.	  And	  worse	  I	  can’t	  be	  there	  for	  any	  of	  
you.	  Ever.	  That’s	  the	  hardest	  part.	  

	  
MIKE	  

I	  understand	  that.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Yeah	  but	  at	  least	  you	  live	  close.	  

	  
JOHN	  

Ok,	  Chris	  you	  win	  the	  “far-‐away	  sibling	  pity	  award.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I’m	  not	  looking	  to	  be	  pitied	  

	  
KELLY	  

He	  is	  just	  looking	  to	  turn	  the	  subject	  from	  dad	  to	  himself.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Not	  true!	  

	  
KELLY	  

Very	  true,	  you	  avoid	  this	  topic	  at	  all	  costs.	  
	  

JOHN	  
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Called	  out!	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  to	  be	  fair	  Chris	  definitely	  had	  the	  hardest	  time.	  Still	  is.	  

	  
JOHN	  

All	  I	  remember	  is	  that,	  that	  night,	  we	  ate	  dinner	  without	  you.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  only	  got	  to	  see	  him	  once	  a	  year	  and	  that’s	  it.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Not	  even	  that	  anymore.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  only	  had	  a	  few	  days	  left	  with	  you	  all	  and	  then	  what?	  Back	  to	  work	  in	  California	  and	  
my	  world	  turned	  upside	  down.	  My	  “father”	  no	  longer	  existed,	  no	  longer	  exists.	  The	  
man	  I	  grew	  up	  with…gone…	  What	  about	  playing	  baseball?	  Or	  racing	  cars?	  Would	  
that	  ever	  happen	  again?	  What	  if	  I	  wanted	  my	  father	  at	  my	  wedding…	  what	  then?	  A	  
female	  father?	  What	  does	  that	  even	  mean.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Look,	  I	  know	  he	  kept	  it	  from	  you	  for	  the	  longest	  amount	  of	  …	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No	  Kelly	  you	  don’t	  understand.	  This	  would	  be	  the	  last	  time	  I	  saw	  my	  father	  as	  a	  man.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Great	  timing	  too!	  Christmas	  time.	  Nothing	  says	  happy	  holidays	  like:	  here	  is	  a	  big	  
family	  secret	  to	  make	  everything	  uncomfortable	  and	  dramatic.	  
	  
Youngest	  
	  

[spotlight]	  
	  

JOHN	  
December	  24th	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  

[JOHN	  comes	  down	  the	  stairs,	  past	  
the	  kitchen,	  to	  the	  living	  room.	  
STEPHEN	  is	  in	  the	  living	  room	  and	  
calls	  over	  to	  JOHN.]	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
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Heya,	  John,	  Merry	  Christmas	  Eve.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah,	  Christmas	  Eve.	  The	  tree	  isn’t	  even	  decorated.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Yeah,	  you’re	  right,	  I	  guess	  we	  just	  never	  got	  around	  to	  it	  this	  year.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah…	  guess	  so.	  where	  is	  everyone?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  Chris	  went	  over	  to	  Uncle	  Kevin’s,	  Mike	  is	  still	  sleeping,	  and	  I	  believe	  Kelly	  is	  
upstairs.	  Want	  some	  French	  toast?	  

	  
JOHN	  

No	  dad.	  I	  hate	  French	  toast.	  When	  will	  everyone	  be	  back.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
I	  don’t	  know	  John,	  why	  do	  you	  ask?	  

	  
JOHN	  

I	  need	  to	  go	  get	  gifts.	  	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Last	  minute,	  huh?	  well	  I	  could	  take	  you	  if	  you	  like,	  I	  have	  to	  get	  a	  few	  things	  too.	  I	  
was	  going	  to	  go	  later	  since	  everything	  will	  be	  PACKED.	  

	  
JOHN	  

Nah,	  its	  ok…	  thanks	  though.	  
	  

[JOHN	  goes	  to	  watch	  TV.	  STEPHEN	  
follows	  and	  stands	  behind	  the	  couch	  
pretending	  to	  watch	  too.]	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Hey,	  I	  was	  wondering	  if	  you	  could	  talk	  for	  a	  bit.	  

	  
JOHN	  

Like	  now?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yeah!	  Why	  not?	  

	  
JOHN	  

Ok,	  sure,	  what’s	  up?	  
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STEPHEN	  

Could	  you	  sit	  up?	  
	  

[JOHN	  sits	  up]	  
	  

JOHN	  
What’s	  up	  dad?	  
	  

[JOHN	  gets	  up	  off	  the	  couch.	  Some	  
of	  the	  family	  has	  gathered	  in	  the	  
kitchen.]	  
	  

[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
What	  a	  terrible	  time	  to	  have	  told	  him	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  remember	  walking	  into	  the	  kitchen,	  looking	  over,	  and	  thinking	  ‘shit…	  are	  they	  
talking	  about	  it	  now?’	  Then	  I	  turned	  around	  and	  ran	  outta	  there.	  
	  

MIKE	  
No	  you	  didn’t.	  You	  came	  upstairs	  to	  tell	  me.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok.	  True.	  True	  
	  

MIKE	  
Then	  you	  went	  back	  down	  to	  check	  it	  out.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  was	  hungry.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Uh	  huh…	  sure.	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[JOHN	  sitting	  on	  the	  far	  side	  of	  the	  
living	  room	  with	  STEPHEN]	  

	  
JOHN	  

You’re	  what?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
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Transgender.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  how	  long	  did	  you	  know?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  that’s	  a	  loaded	  question…	  
	  

JOHN	  
Who	  else	  knows?	  Does	  mom	  know?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yes,	  your	  mother	  knows…	  
	  

JOHN	  
AND…	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
And…	  does	  it	  really	  matter	  who	  else	  knows?	  Do	  you	  have	  any	  questions?	  Or	  
concerns?	  

	  
JOHN	  

Did	  anyone	  else	  have	  questions	  or	  concerns?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Of	  course	  they	  did.	  I’m	  happy	  to	  answer	  any	  questions	  you	  have.	  

	  
JOHN	  

Well	  I	  don’t	  have	  any.	  
	  

[KELLY	  and	  MIKE	  in	  the	  kitchen]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ten	  bucks	  says	  Dad	  is	  telling	  John	  right	  now.	  

	  
MIKE	  

What!?	  No…	  on	  Christmas	  Eve?	  No	  way.	  
	  

[JOHN	  gets	  up	  and	  goes	  to	  the	  
kitchen	  table]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Kelly	  did	  you	  know?	  
	  

KELLY	  
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…Yes,	  I	  knew	  
	  

JOHN	  
Did	  you	  know,	  Mike?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yes,	  I	  did	  

	  
JOHN	  

Great	  so	  now	  that	  we	  know	  my	  dad	  is	  transgender,	  we	  can	  ALL	  eat	  breakfast.	  
	  

KELLY	  
And	  I	  get	  ten	  bucks!	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  	  

	  
[ALL	  kids	  sit	  at	  the	  table	  and	  eat	  
breakfast]	  

	  
CHRIS	  

What	  an	  announcement.	  I	  wish	  I	  were	  there	  for	  that.	  
	  

KELLY	  
It	  was	  actually	  hilarious.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  didn’t	  think	  it	  was	  funny.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What	  are	  you	  talking	  about,	  of	  course	  you	  did.	  You	  were	  trying	  to	  be	  funny.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Cover-‐up.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Please	  you	  thought	  it	  was	  funny	  too	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  did...	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  I’m	  glad	  I	  could	  entertain.	  I	  didn’t	  think	  it	  was	  funny	  I	  was	  told	  on	  Christmas	  
Eve.	  And	  I	  live	  there.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Hey	  I	  tried	  to	  make	  things	  easier	  
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[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  waiting	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  
stairs.	  Enter	  JOHN]	  

	  
KELLY	  

So	  Dad	  just	  told	  you,	  huh?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yup	  I’m	  assuming	  he	  already	  talked	  to	  you?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  I	  was	  the	  first…	  how	  else	  would	  I	  know?	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  don’t	  know.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  I	  only	  knew	  because	  I	  accidentally	  ran	  into	  him	  going	  out”	  
	  

JOHN	  
…	  cool…	  I	  was	  last.	  As	  usual	  

	  
KELLY	  

There	  was	  no	  set	  order,	  john,	  it	  was	  just	  convenience	  
	  

JOHN	  
Ok,	  well	  I’m	  always	  conveniently	  last.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
No	  you’re	  not.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I’m	  not	  arguing	  about	  this	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  not	  arguing!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yes	  you	  are!	  

	  
KELLY	  

No!	  My	  god	  I	  just	  wanted	  to	  see	  if	  you	  were	  ok	  
	  

JOHN	  
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Well	  I’m	  fine	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

MIKE	  
Classic	  Kelly	  and	  John	  at	  each	  other’s	  throats.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  was	  just	  trying	  to	  help.	  He	  was	  being	  a	  drama	  queen	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  hate	  when	  you	  say	  that.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Sorry.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  mean	  come	  on	  Mike	  and	  CHRIS	  knew	  before	  me…	  they	  didn’t	  even	  live	  at	  home!	  I	  
did!	  What’s	  the	  excuse	  there?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  don’t	  know,	  I	  was	  just	  trying	  to	  talk	  to	  you!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
[sarcastic]	  Yeah	  sounds	  like	  it	  was	  a	  really	  good	  conversation	  Kelly,	  very	  helpful.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Thanks	  guys.	  Well	  for	  the	  record	  I	  was	  worried	  about	  you.	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  
Christmas	  Shopping	  
	  

JOAN	  
[Yelling	  from	  downstairs]	  Kelly!?	  MIKE!?	  …	  JOHN?	  Kelly?	  KELLY?	  
KELLLLLYYYYYY!!!!?????	  

	  
KELLY	  

AHHH	  what	  mom?	  I’m	  right	  here!	  Why	  are	  you	  yelling,	  you	  can	  just	  walk	  up	  the	  
stairs	  

	  
JOAN	  

Don’t	  you	  all	  need	  to	  go	  shopping.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  I	  do	  
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JOAN	  

Well	  get	  all	  your	  brothers	  together	  and	  go!	  
	  

KELLY	  	  
Ok.	  Is	  that	  all?	  

	  
JOAN	  

Kelly.	  Attitude.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Oh	  god	  I	  remember	  that,	  shopping	  for	  our	  “happy	  little	  family”	  to	  exchange	  gifts	  
during	  the	  celebration	  of	  family.	  Are	  you	  kidding	  me!?	  I	  was	  the	  last	  to	  find	  out	  
about	  a	  big	  family	  secret,	  literally.	  I	  was	  not	  feeling	  the	  whole	  family	  thing.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Oh	  really?	  Because	  that	  wasn’t	  obvious…	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  don’t	  remember	  it	  being	  that	  bad.	  It	  was	  the	  last	  time	  we	  all	  shopped	  together	  like	  
that.	  Remember?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh	  yeah,	  first	  stop,	  Target.	  And	  as	  usual	  I	  went	  around	  with	  each	  of	  you	  to	  help	  you	  
decide	  what	  everyone	  wants	  and	  then	  I	  bought	  all	  the	  things	  you	  thought	  were	  “too	  
expensive”.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
That’s	  absurd.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Absurdly	  true	  
	  

MIKE	  
Hey	  now,	  I	  was	  a	  poor	  college	  kid.	  
	  

KELLY	  
And	  I	  had	  money?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Not	  fair,	  you	  know	  you	  liked	  helping	  everyone.	  And	  you	  always	  spend	  way	  too	  much	  
on	  other	  people.	  Don’t	  hold	  that	  against	  us.	  
	  
[PAST]	  
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JOHN	  

I	  don’t	  know	  what	  to	  get	  dad.	  It	  was	  hard	  before,	  but	  now…	  jewelry?	  
	  

[Walks	  over	  to	  the	  women’s	  section	  
and	  picks	  out	  first	  dress	  he	  sees.]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Here,	  I	  think	  dad	  would	  REALLY	  like	  this.	  	  
	  

MIKE	  
No	  John…	  dad	  doesn’t	  want	  that.	  

	  
JOHN	  

Yeah	  he	  does,	  he’s	  a	  girl!	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  a	  	  girl	  and	  I	  don’t	  want	  that	  

	  
JOHN	  

WHAT	  THEN?	  UGH!!!!!	  What	  does	  he	  WANT?!	  I	  DON’T	  KNOW	  WHAT	  TO	  GET	  HIM!!!!	  
	  

[There	  is	  a	  long	  pause.	  	  	  A	  moment	  
of	  family	  crisis.	  	  CHRIS	  walks	  away	  
to	  shop	  for	  someone	  else.]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Fine…	  
	  

[JOHN	  goes	  off	  in	  a	  different	  
direction.	  KELLY	  stops	  John]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Hey,	  I	  thought	  I	  could	  help.	  Why	  don’t	  we	  start	  with	  Mom,	  she’s	  easy.	  	  
	  

JOHN	  
Alright.	  Soap?	  She	  likes	  soap.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
You’re	  going	  to	  get	  mom	  a	  bar	  of	  soap	  

	  
JOHN	  

Yeah	  I	  think	  she’d	  use	  it	  
	  

KELLY	  
John	  that’s	  like	  getting	  her	  a	  toothbrush	  
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JOHN	  

A	  cool	  toothbrush	  though,	  she	  could	  use	  a	  toothbrush.	  We	  get	  toothbrushes	  every	  
year!	  
	  

KELLY	  
No,	  you’re	  not	  getting	  that.	  Lets	  go	  this	  way.	  
	  

[They	  make	  their	  way	  to	  the	  
women’s	  section…	  pass	  by	  the	  
dresses,	  the	  shirts,	  the	  sweaters,	  the	  
pajamas…	  and	  then	  to	  a	  rack	  of	  
bras.]	  	  
	  

JOHN	  
Hey	  Kelly,	  think	  dad	  would	  like	  this…	  

	  
[JOHN	  holds	  up	  a	  HUGE	  bra	  on	  the	  
isle.	  KELLY	  runs	  up,	  grabs	  it	  and	  
puts	  it	  back.]	  
	  

KELLY	  
JOHN!…	  
	  

[JOHN	  continues	  in	  front	  of	  KELLY]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Not	  even	  THIS	  one?	  
	  

[JOHN	  holds	  up	  a	  droopy	  silk	  bra]	  
	  

KELLY	  
No.	  
	  

[They	  keep	  walking,	  John	  keeps	  
giggling]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Seriously	  though…	  this	  is	  more	  his	  style!	  
	  

[KELLY	  holds	  up	  the	  most	  lacey,	  girl,	  
giant	  bra	  ever.	  The	  two	  bust	  out	  
laughing.	  JOHN	  calls	  out	  to	  male	  
worker	  off	  stage.]	  

	  
JOHN	  
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Excuse	  me!	  Would	  you	  mind	  putting	  this	  on?	  I	  need	  to	  know	  what	  it	  would	  look	  like	  
on	  a	  man!	  
	  

KELLY	  
It’s	  our	  dad.	  

	  
JOHN	  

He	  likes	  bras	  
	  

[The	  salesman	  offstage	  gives	  no	  
response]	  

	  
KELLY	  

I	  guess	  he	  thought	  we	  were	  joking…	  
	  

[Enter	  MIKE.	  He	  gives	  KELLY	  a	  
weird	  look.	  KELLY	  puts	  the	  bra	  
back.]	  

	  
MIKE	  

Sooooo	  have	  you	  guys	  found	  something	  for	  dad	  yet.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Nope,	  just	  a	  few	  different	  ideas.	  
	  

[KELLY	  and	  JOHN	  exchange	  a	  look]	  
	  

MIKE	  
Gahhhhhh	  I	  hate	  shopping	  for	  dad,	  and	  not	  just	  because	  he’s	  a	  woman	  now.	  He	  
never	  uses	  anything!	  I	  want	  to	  get	  him	  something	  he	  will	  actually	  use!	  

	  
JOHN	  

Get	  him	  tools!	  
	  

MIKE	  
No	  john.	  He	  has	  tools	  

	  
KELLY	  

Something	  like	  music?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yeah	  ill	  get	  him	  a	  CD!	  

	  
KELLY	  

But	  dad	  has	  like	  a	  billion	  CDs…	  
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MIKE	  
Well	  what	  DOESN’T	  he	  have.	  

	  
KELLY	  

A	  girl’s	  body,	  acceptance	  in	  society,	  an	  easy	  life,	  money…	  
	  

MIKE	  
Seriously…	  

	  
KELLY	  

You	  cant	  get	  much	  more	  serious	  than	  that.	  
	  

MIKE	  
For	  real	  Kelly,	  stop.	  Has	  he	  talked	  about	  one	  thing	  he	  really	  wants?	  

	  
JOHN	  

It’s	  so	  hard	  to	  remember	  what	  he	  DOESN’T	  have	  in	  terms	  of	  music.	  
	  

KELLY	  
BUT	  I	  remember	  him	  mentioning	  Katie	  Tinsdel	  or	  something…	  [searching	  through	  
the	  CDs]	  yeah,	  here.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Perfect!	  How	  much	  is	  it?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Fifteen	  dollars.	  
	  

MIKE	  
FIFTEEN!?	  UGH!	  I	  can’t	  get	  this	  and	  afford	  other	  gifts	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  how	  much	  were	  you	  thinking	  about	  spending?	  
	  

MIKE	  
…haha	  like	  five.	  

	  
KELLY	  

[laughs]	  Really	  Mike?	  Ok	  well	  I'll	  get	  the	  CD	  and	  maybe	  we	  can	  go	  in	  on	  something	  
else	  together.	  
	  

[John	  starts	  playing	  a	  piano,	  right	  
by	  some	  speakers]	  

	  
MIKE	  

OH!	  What	  about	  speakers!?	  
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KELLY	  

Speakers?	  Isn’t	  that	  more	  expensive?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Not	  if	  you	  help	  a	  brother	  out!	  If	  we	  all	  go	  in	  on	  it…	  but	  I	  can	  only	  contribute	  like	  
maybe	  six?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Why	  would	  DAD	  want	  speakers?	  What	  about	  a	  cup	  warmer?	  

	  
MIKE	  

No	  I’m	  not	  getting	  him	  a	  stupid	  cup	  warmer…	  come	  on	  john.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What	  kind	  of	  speakers?	  

	  
MIKE	  

Like	  some	  iPod	  speakers	  
	  

JOHN	  
Cool,	  for	  that	  iPod	  dad	  doesn’t	  have.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Oh	  yeah…	  well	  he	  cant	  play	  music	  in	  that	  little	  office,	  so	  what	  about	  good	  small	  
portable	  speakers	  for	  his	  computer	  or	  something	  

	  
KELLY	  

Practical	  and	  boring!	  Sounds	  like	  dad!	  
	  

JOHN	  
YOU	  can	  get	  that,	  I’m	  going	  to	  get	  the	  mug	  warmer,	  I	  mean	  look	  at	  this!	  

	  
KELLY	  

That’s	  stupid!	  
	  

JOHN	  
It’s	  not,	  its	  thoughtful.	  He	  hates	  his	  job,	  maybe	  with	  a	  constantly	  warm	  cup	  of	  coffee	  
in	  the	  morning,	  or	  tea,	  it	  will	  brighten	  his	  day.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Yeah,	  it	  really	  says	  “Sorry	  you	  are	  transgender	  and	  have	  to	  work	  at	  home	  and	  dress	  
like	  a	  man…	  but	  start	  your	  misery	  with	  a	  MUG	  WARMER!	  

	  
MIKE	  

Harsh	  Kelly.	  
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JOHN	  

WELL	  maybe	  a	  mug	  warmer	  WILL	  make	  his	  day	  better.	  
	  

KELLY	  
More	  like	  a	  new	  life!	  

	  
MIKE	  

Woah,	  woah,	  he	  doesn’t	  want	  a	  new	  life.	  
	  

JOHN	  
SHE	  
	  

MIKE	  
Whatever	  john.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  meant	  like	  new	  societal	  norms	  
	  

JOHN	  
HERE	  we	  go.	  
	  

KELLY	  
WHAT!?	  

	  
JOHN	  

You	  and	  your	  “society	  sucks”	  “let’s	  all	  blame	  society”	  rant!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  if	  you	  think	  about	  it…	  society	  IS	  stopping	  dad	  from	  getting	  a	  decent	  job	  right	  
now.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Ok	  you	  two.	  
	  

JOHN	  
What?	  We	  can’t	  have	  a	  conversation	  

	  
MIKE	  

Sure,	  but	  I’m	  tired	  of	  you	  always	  arguing!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Why	  is	  everything	  I	  do	  not	  good	  enough.	  

	  
KELLY	  
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Yeah	  and	  why	  are	  you	  always	  right,	  Mike?	  You	  think	  you’re	  all	  high	  and	  mighty	  
because	  you’re	  older!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Don’t	  play	  that	  card.	  It	  doesn’t	  work.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Says	  you!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Don’t	  I	  get	  to	  play	  that	  card	  for	  everyone?	  

	  
KELLY	  

So	  dramatic.	  Where’s	  Chris?	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  was	  around.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  did	  good	  job	  at	  hiding,	  and	  not	  just	  at	  the	  store.	  Now	  I	  cant	  even	  remember	  if	  
you	  were	  actually	  there…	  
	  

JOHN	  
Like	  in	  our	  lives…	  or…	  
	  

KELLY	  
That	  too.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yeah	  I	  don’t	  think	  he	  was	  at	  the	  store	  
	  

JOHN	  
No,	  no	  he	  was	  because	  I	  remember	  checking	  out	  and	  Chris	  was	  the	  only	  one	  who	  
encouraged	  me	  to	  get	  the	  mug	  warmer.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Why	  would	  anyone	  do	  that.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No,	  he’s	  right.	  I	  was	  definitely	  there.	  Remember	  Kelly	  I	  got	  you	  that	  blanket?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh	  yeah…	  ok.	  You	  were	  there.	  
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MIKE	  
I	  don’t	  think	  dad	  ever	  used	  those	  speakers.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Hey,	  but	  my	  cup	  warmer	  sat	  on	  his	  desk	  for	  like	  a	  few	  weeks	  
	  

KELLY	  
Unused…	  Honestly,	  looking	  back,	  I	  think	  he	  would	  have	  liked	  that	  dress.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  think	  he	  would	  have	  enjoyed	  a	  collection	  of	  bras.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Stop!	  That’s	  gross	  
	  

KELLY	  
Gross?	  Chris	  it’s	  an	  article	  of	  clothing.	  Do	  you	  think	  cotton	  is	  gross?	  Or	  that	  shirt	  
you’re	  wearing?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No.	  You	  know	  what	  I	  mean.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Um.	  No.	  I	  can’t	  say	  I	  do.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  didn’t	  mean	  gross.	  I	  meant	  weird.	  
	  

MIKE	  
[sarcastic]	  Yeah	  how	  dare	  they	  want	  to	  get	  clothes	  for	  dad!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
It	  just	  would	  have	  been	  inappropriate	  I	  think.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Digging	  yourself	  in	  deeper	  there	  Chris	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  because	  it’s	  so	  inappropriate	  to	  wear	  clothes.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  it’s	  underwear	  …	  for	  our	  dad.	  
	  

KELLY	  
So	  if	  I	  bought	  you	  a	  pair	  of	  boxers	  that	  would	  be	  weird?	  
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MIKE	  
Ok,	  alright.	  We’re	  done.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Dang	  Chris…	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   [Silence.]	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  
Sister	  Crisis	  
	  

JOAN	  
Kelly,	  could	  you	  come	  in	  here	  please?	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Gotta	  go.	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[KELLY	  enters	  scene,	  into	  a	  
bedroom	  with	  JOAN.	  JOHN	  stands	  
outside	  the	  door	  listening]	  

	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Oh	  I	  remember	  this.	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[KELLY	  and	  JOAN	  arguing	  behind	  
closed	  doors]	  

	  
KELLY	  

“I	  DON’T	  KNOW	  HOW	  TO	  DEAL	  WITH	  HIM	  MOM!	  IM	  NOT	  MEAN	  TO	  HIM!	  HE	  JUST	  
GETS	  SO	  EMOTIONAL”…	  “NO	  MOM,	  IM	  NOT	  YELLING!	  	  AND	  IM	  NOT	  GOING	  TO	  
BABY	  HIM!”	  	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  want	  you	  to	  apologize	  to	  your	  brother.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
No,	  I	  didn’t	  do	  anything	  wrong.	  



	   88	  

	  
JOAN	  

Kelly,	  you	  WILL	  apologize	  to	  him!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Mom,	  no	  I	  wont!	  I	  didn’t	  do	  anything!	  

	  
JOAN	  

I	  know,	  but	  you	  have	  to	  handle	  john…	  a	  certain	  way.	  
	  

JOHN	  
[listening	  from	  outside	  the	  door]	  What	  the	  hell	  does	  that	  mean!?	  I	  thought	  she	  was	  on	  
my	  side.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  that’s	  stupid.	  He’s	  just	  so	  emotional!	  I	  do	  so	  many	  things	  for	  him!	  I	  drive	  him	  to	  
school	  I	  take	  him	  everywhere	  I…	  
	  

[Enter	  JOHN	  suddenly]	  
	  

JOHN	  
I’m	  not	  emotional.	  Do	  you	  not	  hear	  yourself!?	  You	  have	  got	  to	  be	  one	  of	  the	  most	  
mean	  and	  selfish	  people	  I	  have	  ever	  met.	  

	  
KELLY	  

I’m	  not	  mean	  to	  you,	  don’t	  be	  such	  a	  baby!	  
	  

JOAN	  
Ok	  ok,	  now	  Kelly	  I	  know	  how	  john	  feels	  and…	  

	  
KELLY	  

NO!	  You	  can’t	  just	  talk	  for	  him,	  you’re	  not	  him,	  you	  DON’T	  know	  how	  he	  feels	  
	  

JOHN	  
Actually	  I	  do	  talk	  to	  mom,	  because	  I	  can’t	  talk	  to	  you	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  why	  not?	  I’m	  right	  HERE!	  
	  

JOAN	  
Yes,	  john	  has	  come	  to	  me	  and	  explained	  his	  difficulty	  in	  handling	  you	  Kelly,	  

	  
KELLY	  

Difficulty	  in	  handling	  me…	  Why	  does	  anyone	  need	  to	  handle	  me?	  I’m	  not	  an	  animal	  
that	  needs	  to	  be	  contained.	  
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JOAN	  
Kelly,	  you	  don’t	  know	  everything!	  And	  you	  ARE	  difficult	  

	  
KELLY	  

Great	  so	  you	  both	  get	  together	  and	  talk	  about	  how	  difficult	  I	  am.	  Favoritism	  and	  
exclusion	  at	  its	  finest.	  

	  
JOAN	  

Don’t	  get	  defensive.	  
	  

KELLY	  
IM	  NOT.	  	  I	  guess	  that	  can	  be	  your	  and	  his	  next	  topic	  when	  you	  two	  are	  hanging	  out	  
all	  jolly	  since	  that’s	  what	  you	  like	  to	  do.	  	  
	  

JOHN	  
You	  don’t	  listen!	  
	  

KELLY	  
YES	  I	  DO!	  God,	  mom	  babies	  you	  so	  much,	  so	  when	  you’re	  treated	  like	  a	  real	  person	  
you	  don’t	  even	  know	  it.	  You	  have	  to	  stop	  babying	  him	  mom	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  don’t	  baby	  him!	  
	  

KELLY	  
YES	  YOU	  DO!	  He	  runs	  to	  you	  for	  every	  problem,	  and	  you	  fix	  it	  for	  him!	  It’s	  totally	  
unfair.	  He	  needs	  to	  learn	  to	  grow	  up.	  

	  
JOHN	  

I	  can’t	  talk	  to	  you!	  
	  

KELLY	  
See	  the	  problem	  is	  you	  can’t	  talk,	  not	  that	  I	  don’t	  listen!	  
	  

JOHN	  
THIS	  IS	  SO	  RIDICULOUS!	  Kelly,	  you’re	  my	  sister,	  but	  I	  just…	  

	  
KELLY	  

What?	  
	  

JOHN	  
[begins	  to	  tear]	  You’re	  so	  mean	  to	  me!	  

	  
KELLY	  

No	  I’m	  not.	  
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JOHN	  
Yes,	  you	  are!	  You	  don’t	  even	  know.	  You	  push	  me	  around,	  you	  always	  have.	  And	  you	  
haven’t	  changed	  at	  all!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Stop	  being	  so	  dramatic!	  
	  

JOHN	  
STOP	  SAYING	  IM	  DRAMATIC.	  Just	  because	  I	  show	  emotion	  and	  you	  don’t,	  that	  
doesn’t	  mean	  I’m	  dramatic.	  GOD,	  I	  can’t	  even	  talk	  to	  you!	  

	  
KELLY	  

Maybe	  because	  you	  don’t	  try…	  you	  just	  run	  to	  mom…	  
	  

JOHN	  
…LISTEN,	  JUST	  LISTEN	  FOR	  ONCE	  IN	  YOUR	  LIFE!	  You	  don’t	  know	  anything,	  you	  
don’t	  know	  how	  you	  make	  me	  feel.	  I	  have	  feelings,	  you	  know.	  And	  it	  hurts.	  It	  hurts	  
being	  your	  brother.	  I	  hate	  myself,	  Kelly,	  you	  make	  me	  hate	  myself.	  Just	  last	  week,	  
Kelly,	  I	  was	  sitting	  in	  my	  room.	  Just	  sitting	  there.	  I	  was	  thinking	  about	  all	  the	  times	  
we	  fight	  and	  how	  much	  you	  hate	  me.	  You	  tell	  me	  that	  all	  the	  time!	  And	  I	  locked	  the	  
door!	  I	  sat	  down	  at	  the	  desk	  and	  looked	  for	  something	  sharp,	  ANYTHING.	  The	  only	  
thing	  I	  could	  find	  were	  a	  stupid	  dull	  pair	  of	  scissors.	  Kelly	  all	  I	  wanted	  to	  do	  was	  to	  
slice	  through	  anything	  I	  could	  to	  feel	  the	  pain	  that	  you	  make	  me	  feel	  on	  the	  inside,	  to	  
make	  YOU	  happy.	  You	  make	  me	  feel	  so	  worthless,	  like	  something	  you	  just	  walk	  all	  
over.	  Yet	  all	  I	  want	  to	  do	  is	  impress	  you	  and	  make	  you	  think	  I’m	  worth	  something.	  I	  
thought	  of	  all	  the	  ways	  I	  could	  do	  it,	  wrist,	  neck,	  I	  wanted	  to	  feel	  the	  pain	  from	  your	  
words.	  The	  only	  thing	  that	  stopped	  me	  was	  someone	  came	  knocking	  on	  my	  door	  for	  
dinner.	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   [silence]	  
	  
JOHN:	  Do	  you	  not	  understand!?	  I	  don’t	  know	  that	  you	  love	  me!	  Why	  don’t	  you	  love	  
me,	  why	  cant	  you	  just	  be	  nice	  to	  me	  for	  once.	  Please,	  I	  just	  want	  to	  feel	  loved.	  Have	  
you	  ever	  told	  me	  you	  love	  me?	  I	  tell	  you!	  I	  TELL	  you,	  I	  do	  all	  the	  time	  because	  Kelly	  
you’re	  my	  sister	  and	  my	  best	  friend	  and	  I	  love	  you	  so	  much.	  
	  

[the	  two	  siblings	  stand	  facing	  one	  
another.	  Lights	  fade]	  

	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
MIKE	  

I	  didn’t	  even	  know	  that	  happened.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Me	  neither.	  
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Approached	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yup,	  best	  Christmas	  ever,	  right?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
So	  you	  were	  really	  upset	  about	  dad	  right?	  
	  

JOHN	  
What!?	  No…	  I	  was	  mad	  at	  Kelly.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  mean	  that	  would	  make	  sense.	  Taking	  out	  all	  his	  anger	  on	  me.	  You	  always	  do	  that.	  
	  

JOHN	  
What!?	  This	  has	  nothing	  to	  do	  with	  dad.	  
	  

[KELLY	  moves	  to	  piano	  and	  plays	  
with	  headphones	  in]	  

	  
CHRIS	  

It	  has	  everything	  to	  do	  with	  dad.	  I	  mean	  his	  coming	  out	  …	  caused	  a	  big	  chain	  
reaction.	  
	  

JOHN	  
You	  cant	  just	  blame	  dad	  for	  everything...	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I’m	  not	  blaming	  dad.	  I’m	  just	  saying	  things	  aren’t	  as	  they	  were.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Should	  things	  always	  stay	  as	  they	  are?	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  continues	  to	  play	  piano.	  
STEPHEN	  sits	  next	  to	  KELLY	  
dressed	  in	  women’s	  clothes,	  hair	  
done,	  toes	  painted.	  ]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Hey	  take	  out	  the	  headphones	  I’d	  like	  to	  hear	  you	  play.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh	  dad,	  I’m	  just	  goofin	  around,	  I	  don’t	  really	  know	  how	  to	  play	  
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STEPHEN	  

That’s	  alright	  
	  

KELLY	  
Its	  not	  gonna	  sound	  very	  good	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

I	  know	  you’re	  not	  that	  bad.	  I	  like	  hearing	  you	  play.	  It’s	  better	  than	  silence.	  
	  

[KELLY	  continues	  to	  play	  and	  
stumbles	  through	  a	  Christmas	  tune.	  
At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  song	  she	  turns	  off	  
the	  power	  and	  covers	  the	  keys,	  and	  
joins	  her	  father	  on	  the	  couch.	  The	  
two	  just	  sit	  for	  a	  while.]	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

That	  was	  nice.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You’re	  joking.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

No	  really,	  you	  learn	  so	  quick!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Quick?	  I’ve	  been	  trying	  to	  play	  for	  year.	  Key	  word:	  trying.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Well	  I	  quite	  enjoy	  listening	  
	  

KELLY	  
You’re	  the	  only	  one.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

That’s	  not	  true!	  But	  I	  do	  like	  hearing	  the	  piano	  being	  used.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  as	  long	  as	  I’m	  here.	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

That’s	  right!	  well	  hey	  since	  I	  have	  you	  here	  has	  anyone	  mentioned	  anything	  to	  you.	  
	  

KELLY	  
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About	  the	  piano?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Heh,	  no	  about	  me.	  

	  
KELLY	  

You?...	  OHHHHH	  like	  you	  being	  transgender?	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yeah,	  I	  just	  want	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  no	  one	  has	  said	  anything	  to	  you	  and	  	  afraid	  to	  
come	  to	  me	  

	  
KELLY	  

Everyone	  seems	  pretty	  cool	  with	  it	  Dad.	  We	  are	  all	  just	  proud	  of	  you,	  or	  at	  least	  I	  am.	  
And	  I	  think	  if	  there	  are	  problems	  they	  will	  let	  you	  know!	  You’re	  not	  a	  	  stranger,	  
you’re	  still	  our	  dad.	  
	  

[pause]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Really	  dad,	  no	  one	  has	  said	  anything.	  Sure	  some	  of	  us	  might	  take	  a	  little	  while	  to	  
come	  around,	  you	  just	  need	  to	  be	  patient.	  It	  will	  all	  work	  out	  dad.	  
	  

[KELLY	  moves	  to	  the	  couch	  and	  
hugs	  STEPHEN.]	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
If	  my	  dressing	  up	  ever	  bothers	  you,	  you	  need	  to	  tell	  me.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Dad,	  it	  doesn’t	  bother	  me.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Ok	  I’m	  just	  making	  sure.	  I	  want	  you	  to	  be	  able	  to	  tell	  me,	  I	  don’t	  know	  if	  I’m	  moving	  
too	  fast.	  I	  don’t	  want	  to	  make	  anyone	  uncomfortable.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I’m	  not	  uncomfortable	  and	  I	  will	  tell	  you	  if	  I	  am,	  but	  you	  should	  probably	  talk	  to	  
everyone	  else	  too.	  Besides	  you	  need	  not	  worry	  so	  much	  about	  us.	  We	  can	  handle	  it.	  
Focus	  on	  you,	  dad,	  because	  you’re	  the	  one	  who	  has	  been	  feeling	  uncomfortable	  for	  
majority	  of	  your	  life.	  It’s	  time	  we	  change	  that.	  We’ll	  all	  be	  ok.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Will	  we	  though?	  
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JOHN	  

Define	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  “ok”	  and	  who	  “we”	  are	  and	  I	  will	  tell	  you	  if	  “we	  are	  all	  ok”.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Way	  to	  speak	  for	  all	  of	  us...	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  its	  not	  like	  any	  of	  you	  would	  make	  the	  move	  to	  talk	  to	  dad.	  Johns	  too	  busy	  
trying	  to	  be	  ok	  with	  everything,	  Chris	  acts	  like	  it	  never	  happened,	  and	  you	  [to	  MIKE]	  
are	  too	  reserved.	  I	  don’t	  think	  I	  have	  ever	  heard	  you	  talk	  about	  dad	  before.	  
	  

MIKE	  
That’s	  not	  true.	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  
Intervention	  
	  

JOAN	  
[shouting	  from	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  stairs]	  Mike!	  MICHAEL!?	  John….	  JOHN!	  JOHN!	  
KELLLLLLYYYYY!!!!!	  KELLLLYYYY!!!!!	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Does	  she	  not	  know	  ANYONE	  else’s	  name!?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
You	  better	  answer.	  	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  

KELLY	  
What?	  

	  
JOAN	  

Get	  your	  brothers	  and	  come	  downstairs.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Why?	  I’m	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  doing	  something.	  

	  
JOAN	  

Well	  it	  wont	  take	  long.	  
	  

KELLY	  
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FINE	  
	  

[KELLY	  gathers	  brothers	  and	  they	  
make	  their	  way	  downstairs	  to	  the	  
kitchen	  table]	  

	  
JOAN	  

Your	  father	  and	  I	  would	  like	  to	  talk	  to	  you	  about	  a	  few	  things.	  You	  know	  we	  have	  
been	  seeing	  a	  woman	  to	  talk	  about	  a	  lot	  of	  the	  changes	  that	  have	  been	  happening.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Yes	  Lisa	  has	  been	  helping	  us	  out	  for	  about,	  a	  year	  now	  is	  it?	  
	  

JOAN	  
Umm…	  yeah	  I	  would	  say	  about	  a	  year.”	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Your	  mother	  and	  I	  went	  to	  her	  together	  after	  I	  decided	  that	  it	  was	  time	  to	  stop	  
ignoring	  who	  I	  am.	  We	  have	  been	  there	  together	  and	  we	  have	  also	  been	  separately.	  
Your	  mother	  is	  the	  one	  who	  wanted	  us	  to	  go.	  I	  was	  like	  therapy?	  Pft.	  No.	  Not	  for	  me.	  
But	  I	  have	  become	  good	  friends	  with	  Lisa,	  and	  its	  actually	  really	  helpful.”	  
	  

JOAN	  
We	  just	  wanted	  to	  let	  you	  know	  that	  we	  go	  and	  that	  we	  will	  continue	  to	  go	  and	  we	  
encourage	  you	  all	  to	  go	  to.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Psh,	  I’m	  not	  going	  to	  some	  therapist	  that’s	  so	  stupid.	  
	  

JOAN	  
Ok…	  [to	  JOHN	  and	  KELLY]	  how	  do	  you	  guys	  feel	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  don’t	  know	  I	  wouldn’t	  mind	  going.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  really	  don’t	  wanna	  go	  awkwardly	  talk	  to	  someone	  I	  don’t	  know	  about	  things	  I’m	  
not	  thinking	  about	  until	  I	  need	  something	  to	  break	  the	  silence.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Well	  I	  really	  think	  you	  guys	  should	  consider	  it.	  Lisa	  has	  been	  a	  huge	  help	  to	  this	  
family.	  She’s	  given	  me	  steps	  to	  coming	  out,	  she’s	  been	  helping	  me	  transition	  and	  its	  
great	  because	  it’s	  a	  point	  of	  view	  you	  otherwise	  wouldn’t	  have.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  not	  going,	  I’m	  too	  busy.	  It’s	  a	  waste	  of	  time.	  I	  don’t	  have	  any	  problems.	  
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JOAN	  

You’re	  going,	  we	  made	  an	  appointment.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What?	  Why	  would	  you	  do	  that?	  
	  

JOAN	  
We	  think	  it	  will	  be	  good.	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  the	  problem…	  YOU	  think	  it	  will	  be	  good…	  we	  don’t.	  
	  

JOAN	  
Don’t	  talk	  to	  me	  like	  that	  Kelly,	  watch	  your	  tone.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What!?	  It’s	  not	  fair	  you	  can’t	  make	  us	  go	  to	  a	  therapy	  session	  no	  one	  wants	  to	  go	  to.	  
That’s	  so	  stupid.	  
	  

JOAN	  
It	  is	  not	  stupid	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  it	  is.	  You	  call	  us	  in	  here	  and	  make	  it	  look	  like	  it’s	  a	  decision	  we	  made	  to	  go	  to	  
therapy,	  but	  really	  you’ve	  already	  made	  an	  appointment.	  I’m	  not	  going.	  And	  you	  
can’t	  make	  me.	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
That’s	  enough!	  Now,	  you	  are	  all	  going	  to	  the	  session,	  we	  paid	  for	  it.	  You	  can	  either	  
each	  have	  ten	  minute	  sessions,	  or	  you	  can	  go	  together	  for	  a	  half	  hour.”	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  rather	  do	  it	  together	  
	  

KELLY	  
Doesn’t	  matter	  cuz	  I’m	  not	  going,	  so	  together's	  fine	  with	  me.	  
	  

JOAN	  
You	  are	  going”	  
	  

KELLY	  
HA!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Ight	  I	  guess	  it	  could	  help.	  



	   97	  

	  
STEPHEN	  

Your	  appointment	  is	  this	  Tuesday	  at	  11am.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Have	  fun	  tell	  me	  how	  it	  goes!	  
	  

STEPHEN	  
Kelly,	  you’re	  going	  whether	  you	  like	  it	  or	  not	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  didn’t	  know	  you	  all	  went	  to	  a	  therapist!	  
	  

JOHN	  
You	  didn’t	  know	  a	  lot	  of	  things.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Therapist.	  Therapist.	  Notice	  how	  mom	  couldn’t	  say	  therapist…	  So	  judgmental	  
	  

CHRIS	  
She	  probably	  associates	  therapists	  with	  having	  ‘problems’	  and	  being	  ‘crazy’.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Both	  things	  I	  would	  say	  she	  has…	  
	  

CHRIS	  
You’re	  calling	  MOM	  crazy	  after	  DAD	  comes	  out	  after	  more	  than	  20	  years	  of	  
marriage?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Woah	  Chris,	  calm	  down.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  mean,	  he	  isn’t	  entirely	  wrong.	  You’re	  [to	  KELLY]	  too	  hard	  on	  mom	  and	  too	  easy	  on	  
Dad	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  you’re	  too	  hard	  on	  Dad	  and	  too	  easy	  on	  Mom.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  don’t	  recall	  any	  of	  us	  taking	  Mom’s	  side	  at	  therapy.	  
	  
Session	  
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[KELLY,	  MIKE,	  and	  JOHN	  in	  the	  car	  
on	  the	  way	  to	  therapy]	  

	  
KELLY	  

What	  the	  frick	  are	  we	  going	  to	  say	  to	  this	  girl?	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  don’t	  know,	  we’re	  going	  to	  her	  house	  too,	  so	  that’s	  weird…	  
	  

JOHN	  
She’s	  kidnapping	  us	  alllll!!!!	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  see	  you	  took	  the	  therapy	  session	  SO	  seriously.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Oh	  please,	  it	  was	  weird.	  We	  tried	  to	  have	  fun.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
We	  drove	  round	  and	  round	  until	  we	  came	  to	  this	  little	  hut.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Why	  do	  you	  get	  to	  always	  tell	  the	  story?	  WE	  weren’t	  driving.	  I	  was	  driving.	  And	  it	  
was	  up	  this	  big	  hill	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  a	  dead	  forest.	  
	  

JOHN	  
But	  I	  saw	  it	  first!	  It	  was	  made	  of	  a	  dark	  wood,	  and	  the	  roof	  seemed	  a	  bit	  rusted.	  
Nature	  was	  taking	  over!	  Vines,	  creeping	  along	  the	  walls,	  around	  the	  pillars,	  to	  line	  
the	  windows.	  The	  house	  was	  some	  weird	  shape.	  It	  was	  lopsided	  and	  triangular.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  wasn’t	  even	  sure	  where	  to	  park	  or	  where	  to	  enter.	  Luckily	  Lisa	  must	  have	  
recognized	  our	  huge	  green	  machine	  (van).	  	  We	  ended	  up	  just	  leaving	  it	  pulled	  over	  
in	  the	  road.	  She	  just	  stood	  there	  on	  her	  stoop…	  ok….	  Then	  we	  had	  to	  have	  that	  
awkward	  walk	  toward	  her	  where	  we	  make	  eye	  contact	  and	  she’s	  just	  watching	  us	  
and	  we	  aren’t	  close	  enough	  to	  say	  anything	  yet.	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[Kids	  approach	  the	  house]	  	  

	  
LISA	  

Hello,	  you	  must	  be	  Stephen	  and	  Joan’s	  kids!	  
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MIKE	  
Yup,	  that’s	  us.	  I’m	  mike.	  	  
	  

LISA	  
Mike.	  	  

	  
KELLY	  

Kelly.	  	  
	  

LISA	  
Hi	  Kelly.	  	  

	  
JOHN	  

I’m	  John.	  	  
	  

LISA	  
Nice	  to	  meet	  you	  John.	  Well	  please	  do	  come	  in!	  
	  

[They	  walk	  into	  a	  front	  room	  and	  
quickly	  turned	  to	  the	  left	  into	  a	  
living	  room]	  

	  
KELLY	  

[whispers	  to	  JOHN]	  It	  smells	  like	  mildew	  and	  cats.	  
	  

JOHN	  
It’s	  so	  old...	  
	  

[Mike	  and	  Kelly	  sit	  on	  a	  couch	  and	  
John	  moves	  to	  an	  odd	  white	  chair]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Aw,	  make	  room	  for	  me	  on	  the	  couch…	  WAIT	  no	  Ill	  sit	  over	  here!	  Cool	  chair!	  I’m	  in	  
the	  cool	  chair.	  

	  
LISA	  

Alright,	  so	  lets	  get	  started!	  Welcome	  to	  my	  office	  
	  

JOHN	  
It’s	  your	  not	  your	  house?	  
	  

LISA	  
Well	  it	  is	  but	  this	  side	  I	  keep	  separate,	  for	  my	  clients.	  

	  
JOHN	  
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Ahhh	  cool!	  
	  

LISA	  
So	  tell	  me	  a	  bit	  about	  yourselves,	  so	  we	  aren’t	  just	  strangers	  here.	  I	  obviously	  know	  
Joan	  and	  Stephen	  and	  I	  work	  particularly	  with	  transgender	  families	  and	  stuff	  like	  
that,	  so	  I’m	  glad	  you	  have	  all	  decided	  to	  come	  out	  today.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Well	  we	  didn’t	  really	  decide.	  
	  

LISA	  
No?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Nah,	  mom	  and	  dad	  kinda	  made	  us.	  But	  that’s	  ok.	  It	  could	  be	  helpful	  I	  guess.	  
	  

LISA	  
Well	  I	  promise	  it	  won’t	  be	  a	  waste	  of	  time.	  So	  tell	  me	  about	  yourselves!	  What	  do	  you	  
do?	  How	  old	  are	  you?	  

	  
MIKE	  

Um,	  I’ll	  start.	  I’m	  going	  to	  school	  at	  App	  and	  I’m	  studying	  outdoor	  leadership	  
	  

LISA	  
Very	  cool.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Yup.	  
	  

JOHN	  
So	  I’m	  the	  youngest.	  And	  I’m	  a	  sophomore	  in	  high	  school.	  I’m	  a	  theatre	  major…	  oh	  
wait,	  hahaha	  no	  I’m	  not,	  but	  I	  do	  a	  lot	  in	  theatre	  and	  speech	  and	  debate	  and	  honor	  
societies	  and	  stuff	  like	  that.	  

	  
LISA	  

Very	  cool.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  I’m	  a	  senior	  at	  the	  same	  school,	  Marvin	  Ridge.	  I	  do	  theatre	  and	  stuff	  too.	  

	  
LISA	  

Very	  cool	  and	  are	  you	  all	  from	  here…	  or?	  
	  

KELLY	  	   	   	   	   	   JOHN	  
Maryland	   	   	   	   	   	   We’re	  from	  Arizona	  
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MIKE	  
Well	  we	  were	  born	  in	  Maryland	  and	  stayed	  for	  what?	  Eight	  years?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Six	  for	  me,	  four	  for	  john	  
	  

MIKE	  
Right,	  and	  then	  we	  moved	  to	  Utah	  and	  then	  to	  Arizona	  where	  we	  stayed	  five	  years	  

	  
KELLY	  

Six	  if	  you	  count	  the	  year	  we	  lived	  in	  Scottsdale.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Oh	  yeah	  that’s	  right.	  

	  
LISA	  

So	  no	  real	  sense	  of	  home…	  
	  

KELLY	  
Huh…	  

	  
LISA	  

…you	  have	  moved	  around	  a	  lot.	  What’s	  your	  favorite	  place.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Arizona.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Do	  you	  even	  remember	  Arizona?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  all	  my	  best	  friends	  are	  there	  

	  
MIKE	  

You	  were	  what	  like	  six	  when	  we	  left?	  
	  

JOHN	  
No	  I	  was	  like	  eight	  

	  
MIKE	  

Exactly	  
	  

JOHN	  
I’m	  not	  arguing	  about	  this.	  	  
	  

MIKE	  
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Well	  I	  think	  this	  is	  the	  best	  place	  we	  have	  lived.	  
	  

KELLY	  
WHAT!?	  North	  Cacklelacky?	  That’s	  just	  because	  you	  had	  shitty	  friends	  in	  Arizona	  
and	  you	  moved	  like	  at	  the	  worst	  time	  possible.	  Junior	  year?	  I	  personally	  miss	  
Maryland	  and	  Arizona	  and	  I’m	  not	  really	  a	  fan	  of	  North	  Carolina,	  but	  I	  also	  feel	  like	  
we	  tend	  to	  miss	  the	  places	  we	  aren’t	  living	  at	  that	  time.	  

	  
LISA	  

Very	  true.	  Well,	  is	  there	  anything	  you	  would	  like	  to	  know	  about	  me?	  
	  

[pause]	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  guess	  not.	  
	  

LISA	  
Alright,	  well	  just	  know	  that	  I’m	  not	  going	  to	  share	  anything	  you	  say	  with	  either	  of	  
your	  parents.	  I	  will	  treat	  this	  as	  a	  separate	  appointment,	  so	  no	  need	  to	  worry	  about	  
that.	  I’m	  not	  going	  to	  ask	  you	  to	  lie	  down	  or	  anything	  either,	  just	  make	  yourselves	  
comfortable.	  So,	  anything	  else	  you	  want	  to	  share?	  
	  

[pause]	  
	  

LISA	  
It	  doesn’t	  have	  to	  be	  about	  your	  father.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
What	  is	  she	  talking	  about!?	  It	  HAD	  to	  be	  about	  dad…	  that’s	  the	  whole	  reason	  you	  
were	  all	  there!	  
	  

[ALL	  kids	  give	  CHRIS	  a	  “shut	  up”	  
look]	  

	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[LONG	  PAUSE]	  

	  
MIKE	  

Well	  I	  guess	  we	  are	  here	  because	  our	  parents	  want	  us	  to	  talk	  to	  you	  about	  our	  
coping	  with	  our	  father	  being	  transgender”	  
	  

LISA	  
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Ok,	  and	  how	  are	  you	  coping?	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  don’t	  know,	  I	  haven’t	  really	  thought	  about	  it.	  We	  are	  just	  all	  happy	  for	  him.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  I’ve	  never	  seen	  him	  so	  happy	  before.	  	  
	  

JOHN	  
It	  doesn’t	  bother	  me.	  I	  think	  its	  funny	  when	  I	  see	  his	  painted	  toes	  and	  I’m	  like	  oh	  
yeah…	  cool	  toes	  dad!	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  think	  he’s	  concerned	  about	  when	  he	  feels	  like	  he	  can	  be	  a	  girl	  and	  when	  he	  can’t…	  
but	  none	  of	  us	  really	  care	  except	  for	  mom.	  	  
	  

MIKE	  
She	  doesn’t	  care	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  she	  does.	  	  
	  

LISA	  
Tell	  me	  more	  about	  that,	  john.	  

	  
JOHN	  

Well	  mom	  moved	  out	  of	  her	  room	  and	  she	  like	  won’t	  even	  look	  at	  dad	  when	  he’s	  
dressed	  up.	  

	  
KELLY	  

She	  definitely	  gets	  weirded	  out	  and	  she’s	  so	  high	  strung!	  Always	  yelling	  and	  asking	  
us	  to	  do	  the	  stupidest	  things.	  Like	  one	  time	  she	  yelled	  at	  me	  for	  having	  a	  messy	  
room	  and	  told	  me	  I	  needed	  to	  clean	  it.	  So	  I	  just	  sat	  in	  my	  room	  for	  an	  hour,	  didn’t	  
touch	  anything,	  called	  her	  back	  up	  and	  she	  told	  me	  it	  was	  much	  better.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Really?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Oh	  yeah.	  Did	  stuff	  like	  that	  all	  the	  time.	  I	  think	  we	  are	  the	  only	  things	  in	  her	  life	  right	  
now	  that	  she	  can	  control.	  	  	  
	  

JOHN	  
Oh	  remember	  that	  song	  we	  sung	  about	  her!	  

	  
MIKE	  
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Oh	  yeah!	  We	  made	  a	  whole	  family	  cd	  and	  one	  of	  the	  songs	  was	  about	  mom	  [singing]	  
“do	  the	  dishes,	  clean	  your	  room!”	  

	  
LISA	  

Wow,	  so	  your	  mom	  seems	  to	  be	  stressed	  out?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  but	  she’s	  always	  stressed	  out,	  its	  not	  an	  excuse	  to	  deny	  someone	  their	  identity.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Or	  smoke.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Mom	  doesn’t	  smoke.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yes	  she	  does.	  

	  
KELLY	  

Yeah	  we	  caught	  her	  one	  time	  and	  she	  just	  denied	  it.	  I	  think	  she’s	  a	  compulsive	  liar.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  wouldn’t	  go	  that	  far…	  

	  
KELLY	  

You	  wouldn’t?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well	  she	  just	  likes	  to	  hide	  things	  

	  
KELLY	  

Same	  thing.	  I	  think	  we	  are	  old	  enough	  to	  understand	  things	  now.	  Its	  like	  she	  still	  
think	  s	  we	  are	  little	  kids	  hiding	  all	  these	  stupid	  things	  from	  us.	  And	  we	  don’t	  even	  
care,	  but	  when	  it’s	  a	  secret	  it	  becomes	  a	  big	  deal.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Yea	  moms	  not	  really	  accepting.	  
	  

LISA	  
So	  it	  sounds	  to	  me	  as	  if	  you	  don’t	  have	  any	  concerns	  with	  your	  father,	  that	  your	  
mother	  is	  the	  ‘problem’?	  Is	  that	  correct?	  So	  lets	  talk	  about	  your	  mom,	  then.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
YES!	  Haha	  FINALLY	  people	  are	  realizing	  the	  truth!	  

	  
MIKE	  
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I	  guess	  so.	  
	  

JOHN	  
She	  just	  hides	  things.	  I	  hate	  when	  she	  lies.	  

	  
LISA	  

What	  does	  she	  lie	  about?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  she	  sneaks	  out	  of	  the	  house	  all	  the	  time	  and…	  
	  

KELLY	  
And	  we	  are	  pretty	  sure	  she	  is	  having	  an	  affair.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Mom	  is	  NOT	  having	  an	  affair.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Uhh…	  yeah	  she	  is	  MIKE	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  I’m	  usually	  up	  when	  she	  gets	  home	  and	  I	  look	  out	  the	  blinds	  and	  she	  just	  sits	  in	  
the	  car	  for	  a	  while	  and	  then	  gets	  out	  and	  comes	  home.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
If	  she	  comes	  home	  at	  all.	  
	  

LISA	  
Interesting,	  and	  have	  you	  confronted	  her	  about	  this?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Uh,	  how	  do	  you	  ask	  your	  mom	  if	  she’s	  having	  an	  affair?	  

	  
JOHN	  

Hey	  mom!	  So	  that	  man	  you’re	  sleeping	  with,	  the	  one	  that’s	  not	  dad,	  how’s	  that	  
going?	  
	  

[Siblings	  laugh]	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  have	  to	  understand	  my	  mom	  has	  a	  lot	  of…	  emotions.	  SHE	  would	  claim	  to	  be	  
Cinderella	  if	  she	  could.	  And	  I	  mean	  I	  would	  agree!	  Cinderella	  THINKS	  she	  is	  the	  
servant	  of	  her	  family…	  yet	  she	  has	  animals	  by	  her	  side	  that	  do	  just	  about	  everything	  
for	  her!	  Cinderella	  does	  nothing	  for	  herself…	  accept	  cry.	  

	  
JOHN	  
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Thaaaaat’s	  mama!	  
	  

KELLY	  
She	  THINKS	  she	  has	  all	  these	  responsibilities	  and	  that	  she	  is	  the	  only	  one	  doing	  
them,	  when	  in	  reality	  none	  of	  her	  responsibilities	  are	  real,	  just	  mindless	  tasks,	  and	  
all	  of	  us	  kids	  are	  the	  ones	  who	  do	  the	  real	  work.	  She	  just	  likes	  to	  cry	  about	  how	  hard	  
life	  is.	  And	  like	  Cinderella,	  whenever	  my	  mom	  does	  cry	  she	  HAS	  to	  tell	  someone.	  

	  
JOHN	  

I	  mean	  Kelly’s	  being	  dramatic,	  but…	  it’s	  true.	  And	  mom	  is	  having	  an	  affair.	  Mike	  
you’re	  the	  one	  that	  said	  she	  likes	  to	  hide	  things!	  

	  
MIKE	  

I	  mean	  she	  does	  do	  some	  pretty	  stupid	  stuff.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Emotional	  wreck.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
…	  harsh.	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  what	  therapy	  is	  for.	  

	  
CHRIS	  

No	  therapy	  was	  for	  talking	  about	  dad.	  But	  you	  turned	  it	  around	  on	  mom,	  like	  you	  
always	  do!	  

	  
KELLY	  

You	  don’t	  understand,	  she	  always	  comes	  to	  me.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Who	  else	  would	  she	  go	  to!?	  She	  doesn’t	  have	  any	  friends.	  
	  

KELLY	  
What	  are	  you	  talking	  about!?	  What	  has	  she	  told	  YOU?	  She	  has	  plenty	  of	  friends.	  You	  
know	  nothing.	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[JOAN	  knocks	  on	  door]	  

	  
KELLY	  

You	  can	  come	  in…!	  
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[JOAN	  enters,	  she	  has	  just	  showered	  
which	  means	  no	  makeup,	  blue	  robe,	  
and	  Jeanie	  towel	  wrapped	  around	  
her	  head.]	  	  
	  
	  

KELLY	  
Hey	  mom!	  Is	  that	  my…	  wait	  I	  forgot	  you	  bought	  yourself	  a	  matching	  a	  bathrobe.	  
	  

JOAN	  
Awe,	  you’re	  doing	  your	  homework!	  

	  
KELLY	  

Yuuuup….	  I	  am	  
	  

JOAN	  
Well,	  what	  are	  you	  working	  on?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Math.	  
	  

JOAN	  
That’s	  nice.	  And	  how’s	  school	  going?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Good.	  
	  

JOAN	  
…	  how’s	  everything	  else?	  I	  never	  see	  you!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Because	  you’re	  never	  home.	  But	  yeah	  I	  know,	  I’m	  a	  busy	  busy	  bee	  

	  
JOAN	  

But	  that’s	  what	  I	  love	  about	  you	  
	  

[pause]	  
	  

JOAN	  
…	  I	  just….	  I	  just	  don’t	  know	  how	  you	  do	  it	  all.	  You	  are	  such	  an	  inspiration	  to	  me	  Kelly.	  
I	  hate	  that	  we	  don’t	  get	  along	  because	  you	  are	  my	  only	  daughter.	  
	  

[JOAN’s	  eyes	  are	  red,	  and	  the	  tears	  
form	  streaks	  down	  each	  cheek]	  
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KELLY	  
I	  know	  mom…	  it	  will	  get	  better,	  don’t	  worry.	  

	  
JOAN	  

It’s	  just	  so	  hard!	  Life	  is	  so	  hard.	  I	  can’t	  handle	  it	  all.	  How	  do	  you	  do	  it?	  You	  do	  so	  
much,	  you	  are	  so	  sweet	  and	  I	  just	  love	  you	  so	  much!	  More	  than	  any	  of	  the	  boys.	  
You’re	  my	  favorite!	  You	  are!	  You	  truly,	  truly	  are!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Mom,	  you	  can’t	  say	  that.	  First	  because	  its	  not	  true	  

	  
JOAN	  

It	  IS	  true!	  It's	  true.	  I	  love	  you	  the	  most.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Mom,	  no	  you	  don’t	  
	  

JOAN	  
Well	  I	  do,	  and	  I	  hate	  that	  I	  don’t	  see	  you	  very	  much.	  And,	  you	  know,	  it’s	  so	  hard	  for	  
me.	  I	  didn’t	  ask	  for	  this	  life,	  you	  know.	  I	  didn’t	  ask	  for	  any	  of	  it!	  I	  didn’t	  know	  what	  I	  
was	  getting	  into	  when	  I	  married	  your	  father.	  I	  didn’t	  know!	  I’m	  just	  so	  lonely	  and	  I	  
don’t	  know	  how	  you	  stay	  so	  motivated	  and	  happy.	  You	  inspire	  me	  every	  day.	  
	  

[JOAN	  has	  taken	  out	  her	  Kleenex	  
and	  begun	  dabbing	  at	  her	  tears.	  She	  
is	  still	  on	  the	  foot	  of	  KELLY’s	  bed]	  

	  
JOAN	  

Ohhhhhhh	  
	  

[Pause…]	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Mom	  did	  not	  say	  that.	  
	  

MIKE	  
That’s	  messed	  up	  Kelly.	  You	  shouldn’t	  lie	  like	  that.	  
	  

KELLY	  
WHAT!?	  I’m	  not	  lying!!!	  I	  don’t	  know	  why	  she	  said	  it	  when	  we	  all	  know	  John’s	  the	  
favorite.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Here	  we	  go	  again.	  
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MIKE	  

You	  probably	  heard	  her	  wrong.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  didn’t.	  I	  don’t	  WANT	  to	  be	  called	  the	  favorite,	  why	  would	  I	  make	  that	  up.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Really	  mom	  came	  crying	  to	  you?	  
	  

KELLY	  
On	  more	  than	  one	  occasion.	  
	  

JOHN	  
That	  I	  believe.	  She	  does	  that.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
To	  you	  too?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yup.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  don’t	  think	  you	  understand,	  mom	  is	  a	  child.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Now	  come	  on	  Kelly,	  she	  went	  through	  a	  tough	  time.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  don’t	  know	  why	  everyone	  comes	  to	  me.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Hold	  on…	  What	  about	  the	  therapy	  session?	  I	  thought	  you	  were	  all	  against	  her?	  
	  
[PAST]	  
	  

LISA	  
So	  your	  mother	  has	  been	  having	  a	  tough	  time	  coping,	  is	  that	  what	  I’m	  hearing?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Tough	  time	  telling	  the	  truth	  to	  everyone	  including	  herself	  more	  like	  it.	  I	  guess	  I	  feel	  
bad	  for	  her.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Don’t	  feel	  bad	  for	  her.	  Who	  are	  you	  to	  feel	  oh	  mighty	  higher!?	  
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KELLY	  
I	  don’t.	  

	  
JOHN	  

I	  guess	  I	  just	  wish	  we	  were	  a	  more	  open	  family.	  Like	  my	  friends	  always	  share	  
everything	  with	  their	  families.	  I	  feel	  like	  my	  own	  family	  doesn’t	  even	  know	  me.	  Let	  
alone	  each	  other.	  So	  I	  guess	  it	  makes	  sense	  Mom	  would	  hide	  so	  many	  things	  in	  a	  
family	  built	  on	  a	  foundation	  of	  lies.	  

	  
LISA	  

So	  lying	  and	  deception	  seems	  to	  be	  the	  big	  thing	  we	  can	  take	  away	  from	  it	  all.	  Time	  
is	  up,	  but	  I	  would	  love	  to	  have	  you	  all	  again.	  
	  
Mysterious	  Car	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
That’s	  all	  you	  talked	  about?	  
	  

JOHN	  
No	  money,	  no	  session!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  what	  did	  you	  end	  up	  doing	  about	  the	  whole	  affair	  thing?	  We	  know	  it	  wasn’t.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Well	  Kelly	  and	  John	  always	  had	  their	  suspicions.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Of	  course	  we	  had	  our	  suspicions.	  Mom	  moved	  out	  of	  her	  room,	  she	  was	  never	  
home…	  I	  mean	  I	  wasn’t	  complaining…	  
	  

JOHN	  
My	  room	  overlooked	  the	  driveway	  and	  she	  came	  home	  late...	  every	  night.	  And	  it	  was	  
always	  the	  same	  car…	  
	  

MIKE	  
So	  quick	  to	  jump	  to	  conclusions.	  But	  then	  again	  if	  someone	  had	  just	  told	  us	  what	  was	  
going	  on…	  
	  

[looks	  to	  CHRIS]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Don’t	  look	  at	  me.	  No	  comment.	  But	  you	  two	  should	  have	  really	  given	  her	  the	  benefit	  
of	  the	  doubt.	  
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KELLY	  

What	  do	  you	  know?	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  notices	  JOHN	  peering	  out	  
his	  window.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

What	  are	  you	  doing?	  
	  

[JOHN	  up	  against	  the	  wall	  trying	  
not	  to	  be	  seen.]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Nothing.	  
	  

[KELLY	  moves	  closer]	  
	  

JOHN	  
They	  are	  going	  to	  see	  you,	  move	  
	  

KELLY	  
Who’s	  going	  to	  see	  me?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Have	  you	  noticed	  that	  mom	  never	  comes	  home?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  so?	  
	  

JOHN	  
So	  this	  same	  white	  car	  always	  drops	  her	  off	  really	  late.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok…	  I	  have	  been	  meaning	  to	  ask	  you	  something.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Kelly…	  look	  it’s	  the	  same	  white	  car!	  Who	  do	  you	  think	  is	  in	  there?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Do	  you	  think	  mom	  is	  having	  an	  affair?	  
	  

[JOHN	  stops	  peering	  out	  the	  
window	  and	  stares	  at	  KELLY]	  
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JOHN	  

Wow	  that	  was	  direct.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  mean,	  I	  don’t	  know,	  I’ve	  been	  wondering.	  Do	  you	  think?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Actually,	  yeah	  that’s	  what	  I	  was	  thinking,	  but	  it	  sounds	  weird	  when	  you	  say	  it	  out	  
loud	  like	  that.	  
	  

KELLY	  
[Relieved]	  Ok.	  Because	  I	  didn’t	  know	  if	  I	  was	  just	  making	  it	  up,	  or	  it	  actually	  could	  be	  
a	  possibility.	  I	  don’t	  know…	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  can’t	  believe	  mom	  would	  do	  that,	  but	  I	  mean,	  everything	  that	  she	  has	  been	  through.	  
I	  don’t	  know.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Do	  you	  think	  dad	  knows?	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  don’t	  know.	  There	  is	  no	  way	  he	  knows.	  
	  

KELLY	  
We	  should	  tell	  him.	  
	  

JOHN	  
We	  don’t	  know	  if	  it’s	  even	  true.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You’re	  right.	  Well	  is	  that	  car	  still	  there?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah…	  
	  

KELLY	  
Dang	  they	  are	  just	  sitting	  in	  the	  driveway.	  What	  are	  they	  doing?	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  don’t	  know	  it’s	  impossible	  to	  see.	  Fancy	  tinted	  window.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Someone	  is	  getting	  out!	  
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JOHN	  
Can	  you	  see	  who	  it	  is?	  
	  

KELLY	  
No,	  I	  don’t	  think	  they	  are	  getting	  out	  of	  the	  car.	  Besides	  how	  would	  I	  know	  who	  this	  
rando	  is?	  I	  don’t	  recognize	  the	  car…	  do	  you?	  
	  

JOHN	  
No.	  But…	  I	  recognize	  mom.	  
	  

[The	  two	  run	  to	  the	  stairwell	  to	  
greet	  their	  mother	  at	  the	  door.	  
JOAN	  walks	  in	  and	  is	  startled]	  

	  
JOAN	  

What	  are	  you	  two	  doing?	  It’s	  late!	  Go	  to	  bed!	  Don’t	  you	  have	  school	  in	  the	  morning?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  its	  late,	  whatever…	  where	  were	  YOU?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  and	  who	  was	  that?	  
	  

JOAN	  
Don’t	  you	  talk	  to	  me	  like	  that.	  I’m	  going	  to	  bed	  as	  you	  two	  should	  be.	  I’m	  tired	  and	  
have	  school	  in	  the	  morning.	  

	  
KELLY	  

[under	  her	  breath]	  Well	  then	  you	  shouldn’t	  have	  stayed	  out	  so	  late.	  
	  

JOHN	  
So	  where	  were	  you?	  You	  avoided	  the	  question.	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  don’t	  have	  to	  answer	  your	  questions.	  I’m	  tired,	  now	  go	  to	  bed	  or	  you	  are	  both	  
grounded.	  
	  

KELLY	  
This	  is	  ridiculous	  I	  don’t	  have	  a	  bedtime.	  That’s	  stupid.	  
	  

JOAN	  
Kelly…	  bed.	  Now.	  
	  

[JOAN	  tries	  to	  walk	  up	  the	  stairs,	  
JOHN	  and	  KELLY	  block	  her	  path]	  
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KELLY	  
Mom…	  explain.	  Now.	  

	  
JOAN	  

There	  is	  nothing	  to	  explain	  and	  you	  will	  move	  out	  of	  my	  way.	  I	  have	  had	  a	  long	  day	  
and	  I	  am	  going	  to	  bed	  and	  that	  is	  all	  there	  is	  to	  say,	  so	  I	  love	  you	  both	  and	  goodnight.	  
	  

[exit	  JOAN.]	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

[enter	  MIKE]	  
	  

MIKE	  
And	  she	  just	  walked	  out?	  No	  explanation?	  You	  are	  both	  probably	  really	  overthinking	  
this.	  Did	  that	  really	  happen?	  
	  

[KELLY	  and	  JOHN	  look	  at	  each	  
other	  and	  then	  to	  MIKE]	  

	  
KELLY	  

You	  both	  [MIKE	  and	  CHRIS]	  really	  don’t	  know	  the	  half	  of	  our	  story.	  Sometimes	  I	  
think	  our	  parents	  forgot	  they	  had	  kids	  in	  the	  house.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  we	  all	  know	  she	  has	  difficulty	  being	  honest,	  but	  at	  least	  we	  found	  out	  from	  dad	  
that	  the	  whole	  thing	  was	  an	  arrangement	  they	  had	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  an	  arranged	  mess.	  
	  
Late	  Night	  Escape	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  and	  JOHN	  in	  their	  separate	  
rooms.	  Offstage	  we	  hear	  JOAN	  and	  
STEPHEN	  yelling	  and	  screaming.	  
Doors	  are	  slamming.	  Hateful	  words	  
flying.	  KELLY	  goes	  to	  check	  on	  
JOHN,	  he	  too	  was	  just	  lying	  in	  his	  
bed	  staring	  at	  the	  ceiling.	  His	  eyes	  
were	  glazed	  with	  tears.	  He	  was	  just	  
so	  still.	  Not	  moving	  at	  all.]	  
	  

KELLY	  
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Hey,	  you	  ok?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Loud,	  isn’t	  it?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah,	  I	  tried	  to	  shut	  my	  door,	  but…	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah,	  well	  you	  wanna	  come	  on	  the	  roof	  with	  me?	  
	  

JOHN	  
No,	  I	  just	  want	  to	  leave.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok…	  
	  

JOHN	  
But	  I	  can’t	  drive.	  So	  I’m	  just	  going	  to	  lay	  here.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
Alright.	  
	  

[JOHN	  turns	  onto	  his	  side	  and	  
covers	  his	  ears	  with	  a	  pillow.	  
Pause.]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Hey	  you	  wanna	  go	  get	  ice	  cream?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Not	  really,	  but	  it’s	  better	  than	  this.	  How	  are	  we	  getting	  there?	  
	  

KELLY	  
The	  car	  is	  parked	  outside	  
	  

JOHN	  
Sweet,	  lets	  go.	  	  

	  
[JOHN	  grabs	  a	  jacket	  ]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Here’s	  the	  keys.	  Just	  go	  straight	  to	  the	  car.	  
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[KELLY	  enters	  kitchen.	  JOAN	  and	  
STEPHEN	  are	  standing	  at	  opposite	  
ends.	  JOAN	  is	  sobbing.	  The	  two	  don’t	  
notice	  that	  KELLY,	  and	  continue	  to	  
fight.]	  
	  

KELLY	  
HEY!....	  HEEEEYYYYY!	  
	  

[Both	  parents	  stop	  and	  turn	  to	  
KELLY	  who	  pushes	  back	  tears]	  

	  
KELLY	  

Do	  you	  not	  remember	  you	  have	  kids	  in	  this	  house?	  Ones	  that	  can	  HEAR	  everything	  
you	  are	  saying?	  We	  shouldn’t	  have	  to	  hear	  you	  argue	  for	  HOURS!	  Do	  you	  know	  how	  
irresponsible	  that	  is?	  Do	  you	  know	  what	  that	  does	  to	  us?	  We	  can’t	  take	  it	  anymore!	  
Stop	  yelling	  and	  start	  talking.	  ACT	  LIKE	  GROWN	  UPS!.	  I’ll	  have	  my	  phone,	  but	  don’t	  
expect	  a	  text	  or	  call	  unless	  there	  is	  an	  emergency.	  Don’t	  wait	  up.	  
	  

[KELLY	  walks	  over	  to	  JOHN	  waiting	  
at	  the	  front	  door]	  

	  
KELLY:	  

Lets	  go	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Driving	  never	  felt	  so	  good.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  didn’t	  hear	  about	  any	  of	  this	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  because	  you	  always	  get	  a	  one	  sided	  story.	  It’s	  not	  our	  job	  to	  inform	  you	  of	  
every	  little	  thing	  that	  happens.	  And	  you	  never	  ask.	  
	  

MIKE	  
You	  just	  left?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yup.	  Mom	  kept	  calling	  and	  leaving	  voicemails.	  [to	  KELLY]	  We	  actually	  bonded	  a	  lot	  
that	  year.	  
	  

MIKE	  
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Understandable.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Counter	  intuitive…	  we	  bonded	  over	  our	  growing	  distaste	  for	  our	  mother	  rather	  than	  
our	  father.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Yeah	  that’s	  not	  how	  it’s	  supposed	  to	  be.	  But	  you	  have	  to	  remember	  that	  mom	  was	  
going	  through	  a	  tough	  time	  
	  

KELLY	  
MOM!?	  I	  understand	  you	  are	  all	  about	  supporting	  mom	  because	  you	  think	  she	  
doesn’t	  have	  any…	  but	  I	  think	  DAD	  was	  going	  through	  a	  tougher	  time.	  Remember	  
the	  transgendered	  one?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  I	  can	  see	  where	  mom	  was	  coming	  from.	  It	  was	  probably	  scary	  to	  have	  your	  kids	  
run	  away	  like	  that.	  Dad	  didn’t	  call	  us.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Stop	  comparing	  mom	  to	  dad.	  They	  are	  two	  separate	  people	  with	  their	  own	  problems.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Problems	  is	  right.	  We	  have	  such	  an	  interesting	  family…	  
	  

JOHN	  
Every	  family	  has	  problems.	  It	  keeps	  things	  entertaining.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  guess.	  
	  
The	  Other	  Man	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[KELLY	  and	  JOHN	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  
stairs]	  

	  
KELLY	  

We	  have	  to	  confront	  her.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Ok	  well	  what	  are	  we	  going	  to	  say?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  don’t	  know.	  
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JOHN	  

Ok	  well	  you	  have	  to	  be	  rational.	  You	  know	  you	  and	  mom	  don’t	  really	  communicate	  
well.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok	  well	  do	  YOU	  wanna	  do	  it?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Sure	  I	  can	  do	  it.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok.	  
	  

[The	  two	  go	  downstairs	  with	  JOAN	  
in	  the	  kitchen	  doing	  the	  dishes.]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Hey	  mom	  can	  we	  talk	  to	  you	  about	  something?	  
	  

JOAN	  
What	  about?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  we	  know	  you	  are	  having	  an	  affair.	  
	  

JOAN	  
What	  are	  you	  talking	  about?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Mom,	  are	  you	  having	  an	  affair?	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  am	  not	  talking	  about	  this.	  
	  

KELLY	  
So	  you	  are?	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  did	  not	  say	  that!	  That	  is	  ridiculous!	  
	  

[JOAN	  tries	  to	  leave	  the	  space.]	  
	  

JOHN	  
Ok	  well	  then	  why	  do	  you	  come	  home	  late	  all	  the	  time?	  
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JOAN	  
I	  do	  not!	  
	  

KELLY	  
You’re	  right,	  sometimes	  you	  don’t	  come	  home	  at	  all!	  Mom	  when	  I	  get	  home	  at	  1am,	  
you	  still	  aren’t	  here.	  You’re	  never	  here!	  DO	  you	  even	  know	  what	  is	  going	  on	  with	  
your	  own	  family.	  
	  

JOAN	  
How	  DARE	  you	  talk	  to	  me	  like	  that,	  go	  to	  your	  room.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
No,	  I’m	  not	  going	  to	  my	  room,	  you	  aren’t	  answering	  our	  questions.	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  do	  not	  have	  to	  answer	  your	  questions!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Mom	  why	  don’t	  you	  just	  answer!	  How	  long	  has	  it	  been	  going	  on?	  Are	  you	  having	  an	  
affair?	  Do	  NOT	  lie!	  
	  

JOAN	  
I’m	  not	  lying!	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  are	  mom,	  you’re	  a	  liar!	  You	  lied	  about	  smoking,	  you’re	  lying	  to	  dad!	  Does	  he	  
even	  know?	  
	  

JOAN	  
This	  is	  unacceptable!	  
	  

JOHN	  
You’re	  unacceptable!	  
	  

JOAN	  
I’m	  not	  doing	  this.	  I	  don’t	  have	  to	  do	  this.	  
	  

KELLY	  
This	  is	  ridiculous!	  Are	  you	  just	  going	  to	  walk	  away?	  
	  

JOAN	  
I	  am	  your	  mother	  and	  you	  are	  the	  children,	  you	  do	  not	  talk	  to	  me	  like	  this.	  
	  

KELLY	  
This	  is	  not	  how	  a	  mother	  should	  act.	  
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Dennis	  Monologues	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
How	  do	  you	  know	  how	  a	  mother	  should	  act?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok,	  valid.	  But	  don’t	  you	  think	  she	  should	  have	  mentioned	  something?	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  I	  guess	  it	  wasn’t	  really	  our	  business.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Of	  course	  it	  was.	  Our	  mother	  was	  seeing	  another	  man!	  How	  did	  you	  feel	  about	  that?	  
	  

JOHN	  
More	  importantly,	  how	  did	  you	  feel	  about	  Dennis?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Dennis	  came	  into	  the	  picture,	  I	  think,	  before	  we	  even	  knew	  about	  dad.	  At	  least	  that’s	  
how	  I	  seem	  to	  remember	  it.	  We	  all	  thought	  mom	  was	  cheating	  on	  him	  and	  then	  I	  
think	  we	  had	  that	  conversation	  at	  the	  dinner	  table	  about	  what	  was	  going	  on.	  I	  
remember	  telling	  her	  that	  I	  was	  annoyed	  that	  she	  kept	  that	  secret	  from	  us	  and	  then	  
she	  got	  all	  emotional	  and	  said	  that	  she	  deserved	  to	  be	  loved	  and	  all	  that	  crap.	  Not	  to	  
say	  her	  feelings	  weren’t	  genuine.	  I	  think	  she	  knew	  that	  we	  (or	  maybe	  just	  I)	  had	  
been	  hurt	  by	  the	  lie.	  I	  think	  she	  justified	  it	  in	  a	  way	  that	  made	  her	  feel	  better,	  but	  in	  
the	  end,	  it	  didn’t	  make	  me	  feel	  better.	  So	  who’s	  more	  selfish,	  me	  or	  her?	  I’m	  not	  sure.	  
	  

KELLY	  
At	  first	  I	  wasn’t	  sure	  how	  I	  felt	  about	  Dennis.	  I	  definitely	  spent	  the	  most	  time	  with	  
him.	  He	  came	  with	  gifts	  and	  he	  made	  my	  mom	  smile.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Dennis	  is	  just…	  Dennis.	  I	  mean	  first	  of	  all	  he	  and	  my	  mom	  started	  “dating”	  or	  
whatever	  by	  sneaking	  around,	  I	  don’t	  appreciate	  the	  lies	  and	  deceit.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  met	  Dennis	  for	  the	  first	  time	  around	  Christmas.	  My	  mom	  had	  mentioned	  him	  
earlier,	  so	  I	  knew	  who	  he	  was,	  and	  where	  the	  relationship	  between	  my	  mother	  and	  
my	  father	  were	  going.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Let’s	  get	  something	  right,	  Dennis	  is	  NOT	  my	  dad	  and	  has	  no	  right	  to	  act	  as	  such.	  He	  
cannot	  tell	  me	  what	  to	  do,	  where	  to	  go,	  or	  dictate	  anything	  in	  my	  life.	  
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KELLY	  
It	  didn’t	  take	  long	  for	  me	  to	  realize	  that	  Dennis	  is	  a	  boy.	  He	  is	  immature	  and	  honestly	  
not	  good	  for	  my	  mom.	  He	  is	  too	  manipulative.	  Does	  no	  one	  think	  it’s	  weird	  that	  he	  is	  
much,	  much	  older	  and	  he	  was	  her	  professor?	  Is	  that	  not	  weird?	  Let’s	  think	  about	  this	  
for	  a	  second.	  This	  means	  that	  while	  my	  mother	  was	  in	  Dennis’s	  class	  he	  made	  
advances	  towards	  her	  as	  his	  student.	  RED	  FLAG!	  I	  do	  not	  approve.	  
	  

MIKE	  
My	  initial	  thoughts	  on	  Dennis	  were	  pretty	  negative.	  I	  really	  could	  have	  cared	  less	  for	  
the	  guy.	  In	  fact,	  I	  felt	  like	  he	  was	  intruding	  on	  our	  family,	  especially	  in	  a	  time	  when	  
some	  really	  personal	  things	  were	  going	  on.	  
	  

KELLY	  
But	  if	  my	  mom	  needs	  him	  as	  an	  escape	  then	  I	  will	  sit	  back	  and	  let	  her	  do	  what	  she	  
thinks	  she	  needs	  to	  be	  happy.	  And	  I	  have…	  
	  

CHRIS	  
After	  meeting	  the	  guy	  in	  person,	  I	  was	  grateful	  for	  him	  and	  glad	  he	  made	  my	  mom	  so	  
happy.	  He	  is	  nice	  enough.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  tried	  really	  hard	  to	  like	  Dennis,	  because	  you	  know,	  if	  my	  mom	  likes	  him	  and	  if	  he	  
makes	  her	  happy	  then	  I	  should	  make	  an	  effort.	  
	  

KELLY	  
But	  it	  has	  come	  to	  the	  point	  where	  this	  is	  no	  longer	  beneficial	  for	  her.	  The	  escape	  
has	  turned	  into	  a	  trap.	  I	  do	  not	  like	  the	  way	  he	  treats	  people	  and	  I	  do	  not	  like	  how	  he	  
buys	  peoples’	  love.	  His	  actions	  are	  often	  inappropriate	  and	  I	  cannot	  handle	  one	  
more	  child	  in	  this	  family.	  He	  is	  super	  old	  and	  mom	  tells	  me	  she	  has	  no	  intent	  on	  
marrying	  the	  guy,	  so	  why	  are	  they	  together?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well,	  I	  tried,	  but	  he	  just	  kept	  butting	  into	  things	  that	  aren’t	  his	  business.	  The	  way	  he	  
talks	  to	  mom	  is	  disrespectful,	  and	  he	  has	  no	  respect	  for	  me,	  so	  I	  have	  no	  respect	  for	  
him.	  He	  just	  runs	  over	  mom	  and	  takes	  over	  the	  family.	  Mom	  doesn’t	  make	  any	  
decisions	  on	  her	  own,	  she	  just	  likes	  him	  because	  he	  offers	  a	  safety	  net	  and	  mom	  has	  
no	  experience	  with	  taking	  care	  of	  her	  own	  money,	  and	  Dennis	  throws	  money	  around	  
like	  its	  confetti.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  really	  resented	  the	  mentioning	  of	  him	  by	  mom	  and	  I	  was	  irritated	  when	  I	  knew	  she	  
had	  been	  with	  him	  that	  day	  or	  was	  planning	  on	  going	  to	  see	  him.	  I	  felt	  like	  it	  was	  
pretty	  disrespectful	  of	  him,	  and	  mom,	  to	  be	  involved	  in	  a	  relationship	  behind	  our	  
backs.	  I	  felt	  deceived.	  And	  even	  though	  I	  knew	  the	  situation,	  there	  was	  still	  some	  
discreetness	  to	  the	  whole	  thing,	  which	  just	  made	  it	  worse.	  
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KELLY	  
Nobody	  likes	  him	  but	  we	  all	  put	  up	  with	  him	  for	  mom…	  does	  she	  not	  get	  that?	  
	  

JOHN	  
He’s	  an	  idiot.	  
	  

KELLY	  
He	  needs	  to	  go.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Actually,	  fuck	  Dennis.	  I	  don’t	  like	  that	  guy.	  He’s	  old	  and	  weird	  and	  it	  makes	  no	  sense	  
that	  mom	  is	  with	  him.	  	  I	  hope	  to	  god	  it’s	  not	  mostly	  because	  he	  has	  a	  lot	  of	  money.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  make	  it	  a	  point	  to	  make	  sure	  he	  knows	  that	  everything	  he	  says	  is	  stupid.	  I	  
remember	  one	  day	  at	  the	  Macaroni	  grill	  and	  we	  got	  into	  an	  argument	  over	  
something	  unimportant	  simply	  because	  he	  made	  a	  ridiculous	  claim	  and	  I	  refused	  to	  
agree	  with	  him.	  I	  have	  put	  up	  with	  him	  long	  enough,	  but	  it	  is	  just	  difficult	  to	  be	  with	  
him	  in	  the	  same	  space.	  
	  

KELLY	  
It’s	  time	  mom	  learns	  to	  be	  on	  her	  own,	  because	  this	  guy	  is	  probably	  the	  worst	  
decision	  she	  ever	  made	  and	  she’s	  made	  some	  pretty	  bad	  decisions.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Also	  his	  arms	  are	  disproportionately	  long	  compared	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  his	  body.	  And	  
what	  kind	  of	  fucker	  starts	  secretly	  dating	  a	  woman	  who	  has	  a	  family	  in	  turmoil,	  and	  
whose	  children	  have	  no	  clue	  that	  the	  marriage	  is	  in	  jeopardy	  and	  that	  the	  father	  is	  
secretly	  transgender	  and	  has	  yet	  to	  come	  out?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Over	  the	  years	  I	  have	  noted	  how	  everyone	  feels	  and	  now	  that	  we	  have	  all	  come	  to	  
the	  same	  conclusion,	  someone	  needs	  to	  REALLY	  tell	  mom	  that	  it	  is	  time	  for	  Dennis	  
to	  go.	  At	  first	  he	  may	  have	  been	  helpful,	  but	  now	  he	  is	  just	  hindering	  her	  free	  spirit	  
and	  helping	  tear	  apart	  our	  family.	  Go	  away	  Dennis,	  nobody	  likes	  you.	  
	  

JOHN	  
But	  I	  do	  not	  think	  mom	  is	  ready	  to	  let	  him	  go,	  so	  he	  can	  stick	  around	  for	  a	  bit	  longer.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
If	  he	  makes	  mom	  happy	  then	  I	  fully	  support	  her	  by	  supporting	  him.	  I	  mean	  he	  is	  just	  
doing	  his	  best	  to	  support	  this	  mother	  who	  is	  in	  a	  deep	  predicament.	  
	  

MIKE	  
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I’m	  glad	  that	  mom	  has	  someone	  to	  keep	  her	  company	  and	  I	  would	  be	  sad	  if	  she	  lost	  
that,	  for	  her	  sake,	  but	  I	  could	  care	  less	  if	  he	  disappeared	  tomorrow	  and	  never	  came	  
back.	  Just	  thought	  I’d	  make	  that	  clear.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Did	  I	  ever	  tell	  you	  guys	  about	  the	  whole	  Dennis	  fight?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Um…	  no.	  What	  Dennis	  fight?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Kelly	  you	  were	  off	  at	  college,	  and	  mom	  had	  her	  new	  place.	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[JOHN	  walks	  into	  JOAN’s	  new	  
apartment	  Dennis	  and	  JOAN	  
standing	  at	  opposite	  ends	  of	  the	  
kitchen,	  having	  just	  ended	  a	  fight]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Hey	  mom	  some	  of	  my	  friends	  are	  coming	  over	  to	  pick	  me	  up	  so	  we	  can	  hang	  out.	  
	  

JOAN	  
That’s	  fine	  honey	  
	  

DENNIS	  
Well	  I	  don’t	  know,	  Joan,	  it’s	  very	  late	  and	  I’m	  not	  sure	  about	  john’s	  friends.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Excuse	  me	  what?	  
	  

DENNIS	  
Yeah,	  well	  last	  time	  you	  came	  home	  they	  were	  all	  high.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Are	  you	  joking!?	  You	  don’t	  know	  my	  friends.	  That’s	  not	  true	  
	  

DENNIS	  
I	  saw	  them,	  they	  were	  all	  high,	  and	  hit	  the	  curb	  when	  you	  were	  pulling	  in.	  I	  don’t	  
think	  you	  should	  hang	  out	  with	  them,	  and	  they	  are	  NOT	  coming	  over	  here.	  
	  

JOHN	  
WHO	  ARE	  YOU!?	  You’re	  not	  my	  father	  you	  can’t	  tell	  me	  what	  to	  do!	  Mom?	  
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[JOAN	  shocked	  just	  stares	  blankly	  at	  
the	  two	  of	  them]	  

	  
DENNIS	  

Joan	  are	  you	  going	  to	  back	  me	  up	  on	  this?	  
	  

JOHN	  
MOM!	  Don’t	  let	  him	  tell	  you	  what	  to	  do.	  My	  friends	  are	  very	  nice	  and	  you	  don’t	  know	  
them	  at	  all!	  I	  can’t	  believe	  you	  would	  say	  that!!!	  
	  

DENNIS	  
You’re	  friends	  are	  nice?	  You	  are	  an	  idiot!	  You’re	  friends	  were	  high	  and	  there	  is	  no	  
way	  you	  are	  leaving	  this	  house	  this	  late	  to	  go	  hang	  out	  with	  them!	  
	  

JOHN	  
I’m	  an	  IDIOT!?	  MOM!!!	  Are	  you	  going	  to	  let	  this	  douche	  bag	  talk	  to	  me	  like	  this!?	  IM	  
YOUR	  KID!	  Are	  you	  going	  to	  stand	  up	  for	  me!?	  Or	  do	  I	  just	  have	  to	  take	  it	  all	  in.	  
	  

DENNIS	  
Oh	  please,	  just	  shut	  up	  and	  go	  to	  your	  room.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Mom	  you	  know	  my	  friends,	  they	  are	  driving	  half	  an	  hour	  to	  get	  here.	  
	  

JOAN	  
That’s	  fine	  john	  
	  

DENNIS	  
Really	  Joan?	  You’re	  going	  to	  let	  him	  hang	  out	  with	  them	  at	  this	  hour?	  What	  kind	  of	  
mother	  are	  you!?	  You’re	  a	  moron!!!	  
	  

JOHN	  
DON’T	  TALK	  TO	  MY	  MOM	  LIKE	  THAT	  YOU	  LITTLE	  FUCKER.	  	  You’re	  not	  my	  father,	  
you’re	  not	  her	  husband,	  you’re	  nothing,	  leave	  us	  alone!	  
	  

DENNIS	  
You’re	  going	  to	  let	  him	  talk	  to	  me	  like	  that?	  
	  

JOAN	  
John!	  Go	  to	  your	  room,	  now!	  That	  is	  unacceptable.	  
	  

JOHN	  
YOURE	  JOKING!	  You’re	  going	  to	  let	  HIM	  tell	  you	  what	  to	  do!?	  You	  choose	  him	  over	  
me?	  You’re	  not	  standing	  up	  for	  me!?	  WHAT	  THE	  HELL.	  Forget	  you.	  
	  

[JOHN	  exits]	  
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[PRESENT]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Shit.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Did	  that	  really	  happen?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yup.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  don’t	  know…	  
	  

JOHN	  
Ok…	  I	  don’t	  care	  if	  you	  don’t	  believe	  me.	  Mom	  apologized	  to	  me	  the	  next	  day	  for	  not	  
standing	  up	  for	  me.	  That’s	  when	  I	  learned	  Dennis	  is	  a	  manipulative	  fuck.	  
	  

KELLY	  
John…	  
	  

JOHN	  
What?	  I	  can	  say	  that	  if	  its	  true.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  I’m	  not	  going	  to	  argue.	  
	  

JOHN	  
It	  felt	  kind	  of	  good.	  Classic	  “you’re	  not	  my	  father”	  moment.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  wonder	  what	  else	  went	  on	  that	  I	  didn’t	  know	  of.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Did	  you	  know	  about	  this?	  
	  

[JOHN	  shows	  CHRIS	  MIKE’s	  tattoo]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
What	  the	  HELL	  is	  that!?	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  a	  tattoo…	  duh.	  
	  

JOHN	  
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YES!	  Not	  last	  for	  once!	  
	  

MIKE	  
It’s	  not	  a	  big	  deal.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
What	  even	  is	  it?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Didn’t	  you	  hear	  us	  say…it’s	  a	  tattoo…?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  know	  that!	  I	  mean	  what	  of?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Mike	  drew	  it.	  
	  

JOHN	  
For	  dad…	  you	  know	  with	  his	  whole	  being	  transgender.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
That’s	  stupid.	  Why	  would	  you	  mark	  yourself	  like	  that?	  
	  

KELLY	  
STUPID!?	  For	  excepting	  our	  father	  publicly.	  What	  the	  hell	  Chris?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  meant	  the	  tattoo.	  
	  

MIKE	  
It	  can	  be	  a	  form	  of	  acceptance	  and	  awareness.	  
	  

JOHN	  
When	  did	  you	  get	  it?	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  I	  don’t	  know.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
What	  do	  you	  mean	  you	  don’t	  know.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  remember	  getting	  it.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
And…?	  
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MIKE	  

And	  it’s	  not	  a	  big	  deal.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No…	  But	  it’s	  a	  big	  gesture!!!	  Since	  when	  did	  you	  want	  a	  tattoo?...	  MIKE?	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  decided	  that	  I	  wanted	  a	  tattoo	  in	  2011,	  but	  didn’t	  have	  the	  money	  saved	  up	  or	  the	  
idea	  set	  in	  stone	  until	  early	  2012.	  I	  had	  been	  doodling	  in	  a	  drawing	  book	  for	  months	  
trying	  to	  think	  of	  significant	  things	  that	  I	  would	  want	  on	  my	  body.	  Finally,	  in	  class	  
one	  day	  I	  suddenly	  had	  this	  idea	  for	  a	  drawing	  in	  which	  dad’s	  feelings	  about	  his	  true	  
identity	  were	  revealed.	  The	  media	  for	  this	  reality	  was	  the	  mirror,	  and	  the	  characters	  
representing	  his	  identities	  were	  a	  boy	  and	  a	  girl.	  The	  boy	  was	  the	  physical	  character,	  
which	  is	  shown	  by	  him	  being	  the	  one	  on	  “our”	  side	  of	  the	  mirror,	  the	  “real”	  side.	  The	  
girl	  was	  on	  the	  “imaginary”	  side	  of	  the	  mirror,	  being	  in	  the	  reflection	  of	  the	  eye	  of	  
the	  beholder	  (the	  boy).	  	  I	  chose	  to	  represent	  dad	  as	  a	  child	  because	  he	  had	  always	  
known	  since	  he	  was	  a	  child	  that	  something	  was	  different	  about	  him	  and	  I	  felt	  it	  was	  
appropriate	  that	  his	  longing	  for	  a	  female	  physical	  body	  was	  represented	  best	  by	  a	  
time	  in	  his	  life	  when	  he	  had	  the	  most	  innocence.	  	  The	  influence	  of	  time	  and	  culture	  
inevitably	  take	  that	  away	  from	  us.	  
	  
Most	  people	  thought	  the	  art	  was	  very	  well	  done.	  When	  I	  felt	  I	  had	  to	  explain	  it	  to	  
people	  it	  was	  usually	  taken	  with	  silence	  or	  little	  conversation	  thereafter.	  I	  was	  fine	  
with	  that.	  Though	  I	  quickly	  realized	  many	  people	  don’t	  understand	  the	  nature	  of	  
transgender	  and	  unfortunately	  get	  it	  confused	  with	  transsexual	  which	  we	  all	  know	  
is	  not	  the	  same	  thing.	  So	  a	  basic	  lack	  of	  understanding	  of	  the	  condition	  sometimes	  
delays	  people’s	  reactions.	  I	  think	  they	  don’t	  really	  know	  what	  to	  say	  about	  it.	  That,	  
or	  they	  are	  educated	  on	  the	  subject	  and	  those	  people	  are	  pretty	  enthusiastic	  about	  
it…	  which	  I	  am	  also	  okay	  with.	  I	  sometimes	  wonder	  if	  this	  particular	  tattoo	  was	  
appropriately	  placed,	  though,	  because	  I	  didn’t	  think	  about	  the	  fact	  that	  I	  was	  going	  
to	  have	  to	  explain	  it	  to	  so	  many	  people.	  Aesthetically,	  I	  think	  it	  is	  perfectly	  placed.	  
But	  logically	  I’m	  inclined	  to	  doubt	  that	  decision.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  think	  its	  cool.	  I	  can’t	  believe	  you	  drew	  that	  all	  yourself	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah!	  I	  think	  its	  ok!	  It’s	  kind	  of	  big.	  But,	  I	  don’t	  mind	  it.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Makes	  me	  want	  to	  get	  one.	  I’m	  not	  sure	  where	  I	  would	  get	  one	  though.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No.	  Nobody	  else	  is	  getting	  a	  tattoo.	  Why	  would	  you	  mark	  yourself	  like	  that	  for	  the	  
rest	  of	  your	  life?	  
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MIKE	  

I	  don’t	  know,	  why	  does	  it	  have	  to	  be	  such	  a	  bad	  thing?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Its	  not!!!	  I	  think	  if	  I	  did	  get	  one	  I	  would	  put	  it	  somewhere	  where	  no	  one	  would	  know.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Then	  what’s	  the	  point?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  don’t	  know,	  to	  have	  it	  for	  me.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  don’t	  think	  I	  want	  a	  tattoo	  
	  

CHRIS	  
It’s	  a	  permanent	  marking.	  Once	  you	  have	  it	  you	  can	  never	  go	  back.	  Not	  to	  mention,	  
aren’t	  you	  trying	  to	  get	  a	  job?	  And	  now	  you	  have	  this	  weird	  tattoo.	  
	  

MIKE	  
It’s	  not	  weird.	  And	  it’s	  a	  part	  of	  me,	  no	  tricks,	  people	  get	  what	  they	  see,	  if	  they	  don’t	  
want	  to	  hire	  that	  then	  fine.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  maybe	  you	  should	  have	  gotten	  it	  higher	  up.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  thought	  about	  it,	  but	  I	  wanted	  it	  to	  be	  visible.	  But	  I	  CAN	  hide	  it	  if	  I	  want	  to.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  guess.	  I’m	  an	  actor,	  so	  I	  cant	  get	  tats.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Good.	  
	  

KELLY	  
John,	  that’s	  what	  makeup	  is	  for.	  There	  are	  plenty	  of	  actors	  with	  tattoos.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  but	  they	  get	  them	  after	  they	  are	  big	  time.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Please.	  
	  

JOHN	  
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They	  do!	  It’s	  harder	  to	  get	  a	  gig	  when	  you	  have	  a	  tattoo!	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  just	  make	  sure	  you	  can	  cover	  it	  up!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
You	  two	  sure	  do	  love	  to	  argue.	  
	  
Phone	  Call	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  I	  mean,	  if	  there	  is	  one	  thing	  we	  are	  bad	  at…	  it’s	  communication	  
	  

KELLY	  
What!?	  	  What	  are	  you	  talking	  about?	  Maybe	  us	  two	  are	  bad	  at	  communication,	  but	  
the	  whole	  family	  in	  general?	  Nah.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  don’t	  know	  I	  don’t	  really	  hear	  from	  you	  all.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Please.	  I	  call	  you	  first	  every	  time.	  And	  I	  think	  it	  is	  more	  WE	  don’t	  hear	  from	  YOU.	  
How	  many	  times	  do	  you	  tell	  me	  you	  will	  call	  back	  and	  never	  do?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Ouch.	  And	  not	  true.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  think	  we	  are	  just	  fine.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Ok	  well	  maybe	  you	  are	  all	  communicating	  without	  me	  then.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Please.	  
	  

KELLY	  
We	  don’t	  need	  to	  communicate	  what	  you’re	  living.	  We	  aren’t	  there…	  so	  WE	  need	  to	  
be	  kept	  in	  the	  loop.	  Now	  answer	  your	  phone.	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[KELLY	  calls	  JOHN]	  

	  
JOHN	  

Hello?	  
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KELLY	  

Hey	  John!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Hey	  what’s	  up.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Nothing	  much…	  soooo	  dad	  just	  called	  and	  told	  me	  there	  was	  something	  going	  on	  
with	  money?	  Do	  you	  know	  anything	  about	  that?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah.	  I	  already	  know.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  do?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yeah	  mom	  already	  told	  me.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok	  well…	  you	  know	  that	  mom	  took	  all	  the	  money…	  
	  

JOHN	  
What?	  No	  mom	  just	  took	  what	  she	  was	  supposed	  to	  have	  anyways.	  Dad	  was	  
spending	  the	  money	  on	  things	  he	  shouldn’t	  have.	  He	  was	  stealing,	  so	  mom	  just	  put	  it	  
in	  a	  safe	  place.	  
	  

KELLY	  
A	  safe	  place	  where	  dad	  can’t	  access	  it!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Kelly	  you	  don’t	  understand.	  You	  don’t	  have	  the	  whole	  story.	  	  
	  

KELLY	  
No	  you	  don’t	  have	  the	  whole	  story.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Yes	  I	  do	  I	  know	  both	  sides.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  and	  what’s	  dads	  side?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  dad	  thinks	  mom	  took	  all	  the	  money.	  
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KELLY	  
Because	  she	  did.	  Mom	  took	  all	  the	  money	  that	  DAD	  made	  and	  put	  it	  into	  an	  account	  
that	  he	  can’t	  access.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Kelly,	  moms	  just	  trying	  to	  do	  what	  she	  thinks	  is	  right.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Why	  do	  you	  always	  take	  her	  side?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Ha!	  Why	  do	  you	  always	  take	  dads	  side?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  wasn’t	  taking	  a	  side.	  I	  was	  calling	  you	  to	  get	  more	  information	  because	  obviously	  I	  
have	  thus	  far	  only	  talked	  to	  dad.	  And	  I	  was	  trying	  to	  keep	  you	  in	  the	  loop	  but	  you	  are	  
being	  impossible.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
JOHN	  

And	  you	  expected	  me	  to	  stay	  on	  the	  line?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  thought	  I	  was	  being	  reasonable	  
	  

JOHN	  
Hardly.	  
	  
[PAST]	  	  

	  
[KELLY	  calls	  CHRIS]	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Hello?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Heya	  Chris!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Hey	  sis	  what’s	  up!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Nothing.	  I’m	  just	  calling	  because…	  did	  you	  know	  about	  mom	  moving	  all	  the	  family	  
money?	  
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CHRIS	  
Oh	  geez.	  Another	  one	  of	  these	  calls.	  What	  are	  you	  talking	  about?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Apparently	  mom	  freaked	  out	  and	  moved	  all	  the	  family	  money	  into	  her	  own	  personal	  
account	  that	  dad	  cant	  access.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  I	  don’t	  know	  about	  that.	  
	  

[JOHN	  calls	  MIKE]	  
	  

MIKE	  
Heyo	  bro.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Hey	  has	  Kelly	  called	  you	  yet?	  
	  

MIKE	  
[ignoring	  the	  question]	  Yeah	  I’m	  good,	  thanks	  for	  asking.	  How	  are	  you?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Mike	  I’m	  serious	  
	  

MIKE	  
So	  am	  I!	  I	  had	  a	  good	  day.	  
	  

JOHN	  
That’s	  great.	  Has	  Kelly	  called	  you	  yet?	  
	  

MIKE	  
Nope	  why	  would	  she	  call?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Just	  wondering.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

KELLY	  
Classic	  nosey	  John!	  
	  

JOHN	  
Me!?	  Ha!	  And	  you	  weren’t	  on	  the	  phone	  too?	  
	  
[PAST]	  
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[KELLY	  calls	  CHRIS]	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  just	  don’t	  understand.	  This	  makes	  no	  sense.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  you	  might	  not	  know	  the	  whole	  story.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  can	  you	  find	  out?	  Can	  you	  talk	  to	  mom?	  she	  doesn’t	  listen	  to	  me.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Maybe	  because	  you	  are	  making	  accusations.	  
	  

KELLY	  
WHAT?	  No	  I’m	  just	  trying	  to	  figure	  this	  whole	  thing	  out.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
It’s	  not	  your	  business	  to	  figure	  things	  out.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  

	  
CHRIS	  

Did	  that	  really	  constitute	  a	  hang	  up,	  by	  the	  way?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yes,	  yes	  it	  did.	  You	  always	  think	  you	  know	  everything,	  but	  in	  reality	  you	  just	  take	  
moms	  side	  on	  everything.	  And	  just	  like	  her	  you	  pretend	  not	  to	  know	  what	  is	  going	  
on	  when	  we	  both	  know	  you	  do.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Do	  you	  always	  hang	  up	  on	  people	  like	  that?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  I	  don’t	  really	  remember	  it	  like	  that.	  Pick	  the	  phone	  back	  up.	  It	  went	  more	  like	  
this…	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  calls	  CHRIS]	  

	  
KELLY	  

I	  just	  don’t	  understand.	  This	  makes	  no	  sense.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  you	  might	  not	  know	  the	  whole	  story,	  Kelly,	  try	  to	  talk	  to…	  
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KELLY	  

No	  I	  can’t	  talk	  with	  mom.	  She	  is	  too	  irrational.	  Cant	  you	  just	  find	  out	  for	  me?	  Can	  you	  
talk	  to	  mom?	  she	  doesn’t	  listen	  to	  me,	  but	  she	  will	  listen	  to	  you	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Ok	  I	  will	  do	  my	  best,	  but	  no	  promises.	  Mom	  is	  allowed	  to	  have	  a	  personal	  life.	  
	  

KELLY	  
WHAT?	  Not	  if	  it’s	  ruining	  everyone	  else’s.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Kelly…	  mom	  is	  doing	  her	  best	  and	  I	  will	  try	  to	  figure	  everything	  out	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ok,	  when?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
When	  I	  have	  time?	  
	  

KELLY	  
What!?	  	  Why	  can’t	  you	  call	  now!?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Because	  I’m	  at	  work.	  
	  

KELLY	  
You	  are	  no	  help.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I’m	  doing	  the	  best	  I	  can,	  try	  to	  be	  patient.	  
	  
[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
And	  that	  definitely	  didn’t	  constitute	  a	  hang	  up.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Whatever.	  I	  had	  another	  call	  to	  make.	  
	  
[PAST]	  

	  
[KELLY	  calls	  MIKE]	  

	  
MIKE	  

Hello?	  
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KELLY	  

Hey	  brooooo,	  brosif,	  broyo,	  bro	  bro!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Hey	  sistahhh	  sister-‐o	  hahahaha	  
	  

KELLY	  
What	  are	  you	  up	  to	  these	  days	  
	  

MIKE	  
Um	  working!	  
	  

KELLY	  
Hahaha	  tell	  me	  about	  it!	  …	  so	  have	  you	  heard	  about	  this	  whole	  thing	  with	  mom	  and	  
dad?	  
	  

MIKE	  
What	  whole	  thing?	  There	  are	  lots	  of	  things?	  Do	  I	  know	  all	  of	  them?	  No.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Hahaha	  I	  mean	  the	  most	  recent.	  
	  

MIKE	  
What’s	  the	  most	  recent?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Mom	  taking	  money	  out	  of	  the	  family	  account.	  
	  

MIKE	  
What?	  No	  way.	  Mom	  didn’t	  do	  that.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  dad	  called	  me	  and	  told	  me	  that	  mom	  took	  the	  money	  out	  of	  the	  account.	  He	  
sounded	  pretty	  scared.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Hmmm,	  well	  that	  doesn’t	  surprise	  me.	  Mom	  is	  probably	  scared.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  I’m	  sure	  she	  is.	  But	  I	  talked	  to	  john	  and	  Chris	  too.	  
	  

MIKE	  
What	  did	  they	  say?	  
	  

KELLY	  



	   136	  

John	  said	  mom	  was	  just	  taking	  the	  money.	  
	  

MIKE	  
How	  so?	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  don’t	  know…	  dad	  was	  stealing	  money	  to	  use	  it	  for	  things	  they	  couldn’t	  afford,	  so	  
mom	  decided	  that	  she	  should	  be	  in	  charge.	  I	  bet	  this	  is	  all	  influenced	  by	  Dennis.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Now	  I	  wouldn’t	  say	  that.	  But	  mom	  is	  scared.	  
	  

[JOHN	  calls	  CHRIS]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Hey	  john.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Chris!	  Long	  time	  no	  talk!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  know	  we	  definitely	  need	  to	  change	  that.	  I	  miss	  hearing	  from	  you	  all.	  
	  

JOHN	  
I	  know	  right!	  And	  Kelly	  just	  called!	  Talked	  to	  all	  my	  siblings	  in	  one	  day!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Yeah	  that’s	  an	  accomplishment.	  What	  did	  Kelly	  call	  about?	  
	  

JOHN	  
You	  know	  the	  whole	  mom	  and	  money	  thing.	  
	  

[KELLY	  calls	  MIKE]	  
	  

KELLY	  
You’re	  right	  she	  is	  definitely	  just	  looking	  for	  some	  financial	  stability.	  She	  has	  never	  
been	  on	  her	  own,	  you	  know.	  She	  grew	  up	  with	  her	  sisters,	  then	  got	  married	  right	  out	  
of	  high	  school,	  then	  married	  two	  more	  times!	  She	  just	  doesn’t	  know	  how	  to	  be	  on	  
her	  own,	  she	  doesn’t	  have	  a	  job,	  and	  she	  knows	  nothing	  of	  money.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yeah	  she’s	  freaking	  out	  probably.	  
	  

KELLY	  
But	  that’s	  still	  not	  ok.	  
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MIKE	  
They’ll	  work	  it	  out.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  hope	  so.	  
	  

[EVERYONE	  hangs	  up,	  CHRIS	  pulls	  
out	  his	  phone	  and	  calls	  KELLY]	  

	  
KELLY:	  

What?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Calm	  down.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I’m	  perfectly	  calm.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Good.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Sooo	  why	  did	  you	  call?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I	  just	  talked	  to	  mom	  and	  Kelly,	  she	  didn’t	  steal	  money	  
	  

KELLY	  
Yeah	  ok.	  But	  she	  took	  the	  family	  money	  OUT	  of	  the	  family	  account	  into	  a	  personal	  
one	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  you	  know	  dad	  was	  using	  large	  amounts	  of	  money	  without	  telling	  her	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  don’t	  think	  that’s	  true	  but	  YOU	  know	  that	  all	  that	  money	  was	  made	  by	  dad	  
because	  mom	  doesn’t	  have	  a	  job	  and	  went	  to	  back	  to	  school	  to	  get	  a	  degree,	  took	  an	  
extra	  year	  after	  deciding	  on	  a	  new	  degree	  (all	  of	  which	  dad	  paid	  for),	  and	  came	  out	  
to	  sit	  around	  and	  do	  nothing.	  If	  anything	  dad	  should	  take	  all	  the	  money.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
And	  leave	  mom	  with	  nothing?	  
	  

KELLY	  
That’s	  her	  own	  fault.	  Dad	  was	  being	  nice	  in	  my	  opinion	  and	  mom	  took	  advantage	  of	  
that.	  
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[PRESENT]	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Why	  do	  you	  INSIST	  on	  making	  this	  about	  mom	  when	  DAD	  is	  obviously	  the	  one	  who	  
changed	  everything.	  	  

	  
KELLY	  

Are	  you	  kidding?	  Dad	  is	  only	  trying	  to	  be	  herself…	  MOM	  is	  the	  one	  freaking	  the	  fuck	  
out.	  
	  

JOHN	  
You	  really	  think	  mom	  would	  take	  advantage	  of	  dad	  when	  she	  is	  at	  her	  most	  
vulnerable?	  

	  
KELLY	  

Yes.	  I	  really	  do.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Kelly	  that	  is	  ridiculous.	  And	  even	  so	  don’t	  you	  think	  mom	  deserves	  a	  little	  more	  than	  
she	  is	  getting?	  
	  

KELLY	  
What?	  No…	  [mumbles]	  if	  anything	  she	  should	  have	  less	  
	  

MIKE	  
What?	  Now	  that’s	  ridiculous.	  
	  

KELLY	  
I	  mean…	  who	  has	  no	  family?	  Who	  has	  lack	  of	  support?	  Who	  has	  no	  place	  to	  live?	  
Who	  has	  no	  job?	  Who	  is	  ridiculed	  by	  society?	  Who	  has	  to	  live	  as	  someone	  other	  than	  
themself?	  Dad.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Who	  has	  to	  go	  through	  a	  dramatic	  life	  change	  that	  rips	  apart	  the	  one	  thing	  you	  hold	  
dear,	  your	  family?	  Mom.	  
	  

MIKE	  
Yeah	  but	  it’s	  dad’s	  family	  too…	  and	  he	  is	  being	  blamed	  for	  the	  family	  falling	  apart.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
No	  one	  is	  blaming	  anyone.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Ha.	  You	  just	  say	  that	  because	  you	  are	  never	  around.	  Don’t	  you	  know	  this	  is	  just	  one	  
large	  blame	  game.	  
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JOHN	  

[to	  KELLY	  as	  shouting	  dies	  off]	  Stop	  taking	  sides!	  You	  are	  obviously	  bias	  towards	  dad.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Please.	  
	  

MIKE	  
I	  mean	  you	  are	  
	  

CHRIS	  
And	  you	  too	  Mike.	  
	  

MIKE	  
What?	  Well	  if	  anyone	  is	  bias	  it’s	  you!	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Me?	  But	  you	  say	  I’m	  not	  even	  around.	  
	  

JOHN	  
You’re	  not.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  we	  all	  know	  who	  favors	  mom	  the	  most	  

	  
KELLY	  

Um…	  both	  of	  you!	  
	  

JOHN	  
GAH!	  
	  

MIKE	  
Why	  are	  we	  arguing	  about	  this!?	  
	  

JOHN	  
Kelly	  started	  it	  by	  taking	  sides!	  
	  

KELLY	  
There	  is	  no	  NOT	  taking	  sides.	  You	  can’t	  be	  the	  middleman.	  There	  is	  no	  middle	  
ground.	  You	  either	  believe	  mom	  or	  you	  believe	  dad.	  There	  are	  two	  sides	  and	  every	  
answer	  you	  come	  up	  with	  will	  either	  please	  or	  displease	  someone.	  So	  choose	  
carefully.	  This	  isn’t	  managing	  the	  grey,	  this	  is	  choosing	  which	  ship	  to	  depart	  on	  with	  
a	  one-‐way	  ticket	  to	  who	  knows	  where.	  I	  hope	  you	  make	  the	  right	  decision.	  
	  

MIKE	  
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I	  guess	  that’s	  it	  then.	  A	  broken	  family	  in	  separate	  parts	  of	  the	  world,	  only	  able	  to	  
relate	  through	  our	  memories.	  Is	  this	  what	  family	  is?	  
	  

CHRIS	  
I’ve	  seen	  worse.	  
	  

MIKE	  
That	  doesn’t	  mean	  we	  can't	  do	  better.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
Well	  it’s	  not	  like	  any	  of	  you	  ever	  visit	  me.	  I’m	  sorry	  but	  I	  can’t	  have	  the	  same	  
relationship	  with	  dad	  and	  if	  that	  affects	  any	  of	  you	  so	  be	  it.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Of	  course	  that	  affects	  us.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Well	  at	  least	  he	  is	  being	  honest	  and	  telling	  us	  how	  he	  feels	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  if	  that’s	  the	  case	  I	  don’t	  care	  
	  

MIKE	  
What	  happened	  to	  listening	  to	  everyone	  and	  being	  open-‐minded!?	  
	  

KELLY	  
Well	  I	  cant	  tolerate	  un-‐acceptance.	  The	  whole	  problem	  is	  mom	  and	  everyone	  being	  
too	  emotional	  and	  overacting.	  
	  

JOHN	  
Actually	  it’s	  the	  complete	  opposite.	  You’re	  not	  always	  right	  Kelly.	  The	  whole	  
problem	  is	  that	  no	  one	  WILL	  talk	  about	  their	  feelings.	  Dad	  hid	  his	  true	  feelings	  for	  
50	  years.	  Each	  and	  every	  one	  of	  us	  has	  taken	  after	  him.	  Sure	  I’m	  emotional.	  Maybe	  
I’m	  a	  drama	  queen,	  but	  at	  least	  I	  have	  a	  true	  sense	  of	  what	  I	  feel,	  how	  I	  want	  to	  feel,	  
and	  how	  to	  get	  what	  I	  want	  to	  feel.	  We	  try	  so	  hard	  to	  think	  logically	  about	  families	  
like	  ours.	  It	  makes	  sense	  that	  a	  family	  with	  a	  trans	  father	  would	  fall	  apart.	  	  BUT	  
that’s	  not	  entirely	  true.	  What	  makes	  us	  and	  has	  made	  us	  fall	  apart	  is	  our	  incapability	  
to	  talk	  and	  share	  our	  feelings	  with	  one	  another.	  Take	  mom	  alone.	  She	  REFUSES	  to	  
give	  into	  her	  emotions	  and	  accept	  that	  Dad	  is	  who	  he	  is.	  She	  plays	  the	  victim	  and	  lies	  
to	  herself	  on	  the	  daily	  about	  how	  she	  feels	  and	  she	  puts	  on	  a	  front	  that	  we	  all	  know	  
too	  well.	  This	  is	  what	  drove	  our	  family	  apart.	  Not	  dad.	  Ourselves.	  Chris	  you	  can	  be	  in	  
denial,	  Kelly	  you	  can	  pretend	  you	  know	  everything,	  and	  Mike	  you	  can	  stay	  as	  quiet	  
as	  you	  like,	  but	  it	  wont	  change	  the	  fact	  that	  Dad	  is	  trans,	  and	  mom	  is	  an	  emotional	  
wreck.	  What	  can	  you	  expect	  from	  a	  family	  that	  puts	  up	  a	  front.	  A	  family	  built	  on	  
hiding	  emotions.	  Some	  kind	  of	  family.	  We	  all	  made	  judgments	  and	  we	  all	  began	  to	  
split	  the	  day	  we	  found	  out.	  
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[Quiet.	  	  No	  one	  is	  talking	  to	  each	  
other.	  	  No	  one	  is	  looking	  at	  each	  
other.]	  

	  
MIKE	  

Maybe	  Ill	  get	  another	  tattoo	  and	  literally	  wear	  my	  emotions	  on	  my	  sleeve…	  Yeah	  
right.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
John,	  no	  offense,	  but	  you’re	  not	  to	  tell	  me	  what	  I	  am	  and	  what	  I’m	  not.	  
	  

KELLY	  
Emotions	  never	  did	  anyone	  any	  good.	  
	  

JOHN	  
So	  much	  love	  in	  this	  family…	  

	  
KELLY	  

There	  is	  so	  much	  love.	  	  But	  everyone	  is	  looking	  for	  a	  reason	  as	  to	  why	  our	  family	  
isn’t	  perfect.	  The	  easy	  person	  to	  blame	  is	  dad.	  When	  your	  father	  comes	  out	  as	  
transgender,	  it’s	  only	  natural	  that	  your	  family	  falls	  apart.	  But	  that’s	  not	  true!	  

	  
JOHN	  

And	  of	  course	  you’re	  always	  right	  and	  there	  is	  always	  more	  to	  the	  story.	  But	  
sometimes	  its	  simple.	  

	  
MIKE	  

Nothing	  is	  simple.	  
	  

CHRIS	  
And	  nothing	  is	  easy	  

	  
JOHN	  

I’m	  entitled	  to	  my	  opinion.	  
	  
FINALE	  
	  

[four	  spotlights	  appear.	  As	  each	  
speak	  their	  line	  the	  spotlight	  fades	  
until	  there	  is	  only	  darkness]	  

	  
KELLY	  

November	  15th	  
	  

MIKE	  
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November	  20th	  
	  

CHRIS	  
December	  23rd	  

	  
JOHN	  

December	  24th	  	  
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