Azoria 2004
B1500 Final Trench Report
RQC

B1500 is a ~ 4x5 meter room bounded to the north by trench B2200 and to south by
trench B700. B1500 was previously excavated to the habitation surface (Archaic) in the

. 2003 dig season by Gloria Park. B1500 is a storage room with central hearth B1512, a
doorway south to B700, and a stepped doorway north to B2200. There is a stone bench in
the southwest corner of the room. B1500 is bounded by walls B707 to east, B711 to
south, B1505 to west, and B1507 to north.

Excavation in B1500 this year was conducted to determine whether final Neolithic
habitation levels like those in trenches B1200 and B700 to south exist underneath
Archaic floor levels in B1500. Excavation was conducted from 31 May 04 — 17 June 04.
Rob Cuthrell was the trench supervisor. Trench assistants were Clara Scarry, Cait
Johnson, Rachel McCleery, and Carolyn Edey. The workman was Nikoli Speliarotis.

Brief Loci & Pail descriptions:

Pottery resting on Archaic surface B1513.1-6

First Archaic surface and packing B1514.1,5

Second Archaic surface and packing B1514.2-4,6

Early Iron Age / LMIIIC surface and packing B1515.1-7

Floor packing / mixed level B1515.8 ; B1516.1-10
Mixed fill in deep depressions B1516.11-12

Final sweepings B1516.13

Excavation in B1500 began in the area west of the central hearth to wall B1505 and from
wall B711 to wall 1507. A scarp was made around the stone bench in the southwest
corner. Excavation area was about 2 meters wide east-west, 4.5 meters wide north-south.
Area of excavation later extended ~1 meter east in area south of central hearth.

Pails B1513.1-6 removed pottery resting on the surface of the first Archaic floor
left from 2003 dig season. Two schist pithos lids were removed from the northwestern
corner of the trench, one ~35cm in diameter, the other ~50cm in diameter. A loom weight
was also recovered while removing exposed pottery.

The first pass removing the uppermost Archaic floor surface (B1514.1, B1514.5
in extension south of hearth) revealed a second Archaic floor surface underneath and
defined the top of a central concentration of stones. Second Archaic floor was much like
the first, grey packed clay included with pebbles and carbon flecks. The top of a door
pivot was uncovered in the northwestern edge of the trench. One possible stone burnisher
was recovered in pail B1514.1, two stone bumnishers were recovered from pail B1514.5.

Second Archaic surface was removed as B1514.2-3 (B1514.6 in extension south
of hearth), packing underneath was removed as B1514.4, Two threshold stones associated
with northwestern door pivot were exposed under the northern portion of wall B1505.
Door pivot was found to be resting on bottom of this pail, on an EIA/LMIIIC surface



exposed at bottom of B1514. The EIA/LMIIIC surface exposed at the bottom of B1514
was referred to in the notebook as a third Archaic surface, later found to be earlier in date
when pottery taken from area was read. More of the large central stone concentration
(eroded bedrock) was exposed. A chipped stone flake and two possible stone burnishers
were recovered from the sieve in pail B1514.2, one stone burnisher was recovered from
pail B1514.3.

The Early Iron Age / LMIIIC surface and packing were removed as B1515.1-7.
Central concentration of eroded bedrock was further exposed. Bottom of B1515.5
appeared relatively smooth and regular, may have been the remnants of an earlier
EIA/LMIIC surface. Some Archaic pottery was recovered while excavating this locus,
probably due to the unevenness of excavation forced by concentrations of eroded bedrock
as well as more eroded bedrock in the central and northern portions of the trench. Archaic
pottery recovered from this locus probably represent remains from the bottom of the
second Archaic floor surface directly above in areas where either the Archaic floor
packing intrudes into EIA/LMIIIC surface or where excavation had not yet completely
removed packing for second Archaic floor. Two large boulders underlying wall B1505
but offset ~15 cm east of the Archaic wall were exposed with this locus, they are
probably part of an earlier wall. One stone burnisher was recovered from pail B1515.1, a
polished stone was recovered from the screen in pail B1515.2, and a clear polished stone
was recovered from the eastern edge of B1515.6. The bottom of locus B1515 was level
with the bottom of Archaic wall B1507 at the northern edge of the trench.

Three small built features were exposed in the central eroded bedrock
concentration while excavating this locus and were further defined with B1516. Two are
small, roughly circular, shallow ashy areas surrounded by stones in the southeastern and
south-central area of the central concentration, both 20-30cm in diameter. No carbon
inside these. Third feature is a roughly square schist-built small hearth just under the
northeast corner of the stone bench scarp. Feature is 30-40 cm in diameter, filled with
ash, carbon, bone, and pottery. Most of gray floor packing was removed with this locus,
transitional grey/red clay exposed at bottom of locus.

B1516.1-10 consists of transition between floor packing to dark red clay and
down to bedrock in most areas of the trench. Pails B1516.1,3 were taken from area north
of central eroded bedrock concentration, these exposed more bedrock in northern half of
trench and were the last pails taken from that area. Excavation in this locus continued to
expose the central eroded bedrock concentration, as well as another concentration of
stones in the southern portion of the trench that was found to continue eastwards into
trench extension south of Archaic hearth. Eroded bedrock removed in area around central
stone concentration. Some stones revealed in the southern portion of the trench appeared
roughly linear, but were not regular enough to determine whether they represent built
features or tumble/bedrock. Bottom of this locus was lower than walls B1507 and B711,
above bottom of wall B1505 (early boulders). One stone bumisher was recovered in pail
B1516.8. B1515.8 exposed bedrock in central portion of trench extension, grey clay
depression exposed in southern portion of extension, EIA/LMIIIC surface/packing was
not well preserved in this area. One chipped stone flake was recovered from pail
B1515.8. Pails B1516.6,9 removed hard-packed, possibly burnt dark red clay from area
just north of wall B711, area mostly sterile. Pottery recovered from this locus mainly
LMIIIC/Final Neolithic with some Archaic pottery. Two depressions filled with



grey/brown soil were exposed at bottom of this locus. The bottom of southern Archaic
wall B711 was exposed midway through locus B1516. The bottoms of the two threshold
stones associated with door pivot were exposed in B1516. The bottom of western wall
B1505 was not exposed during excavation in B1516.

A depression filled with probable foundation packing for wall B711 was exposed
in southern portion of trench extension, excavated as B1516.11. LMIIIC and Archaic
pottery recovered. Another central deep depression filled with grayish/red carbon-flecked
soil (just south of central stone accumulation) was excavated as B1516.12. Final
Neolithic, LMIIIC, and Archaic pottery recovered. These two depressions may represent
pits where massive bedrock was removed during Archaic period to prepare a level floor
surface. Fill in the depressions from the Archaic period would account for the Archaic

pottery present in EIA/LMIIIC floor and packing underneath above the area of these
pails.

Discussion:

Excavation in B1500 did not reveal significant final Neolithic levels such as in B700 to
south. Three surfaces, two Archaic and one EIA, were excavated. Features associated
with possible EIA/LMIIIC surface are useful in determining the architectural phases of
the room. Door pivot and threshold stones, as well as the two large boulders incorporated
into wall B1505 but aligned ~15¢m to east of it, are all possibly associated with
ETA/LMIIIC surface. These could all be remnants of an earlier structure on which the
Archaic structure was built. Area above threshold stones appears to be filled with tumble.
Another possibility is that the door pivot was sunk into Archaic floor to level of
EIA/LMIIIC surface and that Archaic floor in threshold stone area was lower than in
other areas. In any case, the boulders incorporated into wall B1505 do not appear to have
been placed as part of Archaic wall and are probably associated with some earlier phase
architecture.

The exposed bottom of B1500 excavated this season appeared was unequivocally
bedrock in at least the northern half of the trench. In the southern half, bottom appears to
be bedrock possibly mixed with rock tumble from possible pre-Archaic features. The
accumulations of stones in the southern portion of the trench are too disarticulated to
make any definite conclusions as to their nature and/or their associations with final
Neolithic architecture to south in trench B700. It is unclear what relationship the small
ashy pits and hearth around central eroded bedrock concentration have with floor surfaces
and architecture. All were uncovered below level of EIA/LMIIIC surface, but were
mostly barren of pottery and unable to be dated. These may have been present as very
small pits hearths in association with EIA/LMIIIC floor or earlier levels that aren’t well
preserved. The two depressions filled with grey clay/pebbles/pottery are likely pits
created with the removal of boulders protruding through EIA/LMIIIC floors during the
Archaic phase. Removal and leveling fill during Archaic explains the presence of Archaic
pottery in the area beneath EIA/LMIIIC floor.
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