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Interprofessional, collaborative practice “occurs when multiple health workers 

and students from different professional backgrounds provide comprehensive 

health services by working with patients, their families, carers (caregivers), and 

communities to deliver the highest quality of care across settings.”

There may not have been many opportunities for interprofessional education during 

your time as a student. This is now changing. In 2009, six national education 
associations of schools of the health professions formed a collaborative to promote 
interprofessional learning experiences in order to prepare future health professionals 
for enhanced team-based care of patients and improved population health outcomes. 

This Interprofessional Education Collaborative (IPEC) has established competencies for 

interprofessional education and practice. This effort has been supported by the DHHS 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), and the Department of Defenses 
military health system where TeamSTEPPS, an evidence-based team training 
implementation tooklit was developed to enhance teamwork communication and skills.

Team members develop practice strategies that provide an integrative and 

cohesive approach to patient-centered care. 
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Students joked together as they recast this image into an interprofessional grand 

rounds.  Notice the med student on the far right looking information up
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Public health student was distressed that the main figure was ignoring all of the 

people.  Medical student thought this was appropriate because she saw the 

sword as an indicator of life threatening disease that must be paid attention too.  
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