Azoria 2005

Trench Report-for B2600 )
DWM : ’ _—
18 July 2005 ) '

Excavation dates: 30 May 05 — 31 May 05

Trench Workmen: Manolis Devdas

Trench Assistants: Samantha Keller, Cory Chisholm, Ben Bragg, Robin Grieg

Datum Point: R2 (359.20)

Location: Rectangular trench located immediately to the eastof the civic building
excavated last season (B2100). The trench’s eastern boundary is the western wall of the
civic building (B2104). The trench runs 2.3 m south down a gradual slope and extends
3.9 m to the west. ’

Purpose of excavation: To investigate the open space adjacent to the civic building.

Stratigraphy: The trench was excavated in two loci. The first locus, B2601, was a
shallow pass to remove top soil. There was no particular concentration of pottery
retrieved, which dated from LMIllc through Hellenistic. The second locus, B2602, was
another shallow pass, which was hindered by the appearance of large stones in the NE
corner of the trench. The stones are similar to those visible above the surface in the SW
corner of the trench, and they may be tumble from the architectural features located
further north up the hill. The southern portion of the trench has a clay layer beneath,
along with a plaka found towards the center of the trench. Finds included two spindle
whorls and a concentration of pottery sherds in the NW corner. The pottery retrieved also
dated from LMIlIc through Hellenistic.

Conclusions: B2600 is likely an exterior space adjacent to the civic building, but its
function, if any, cannot be ascertained. The clay layer and the plaka suggest a floor
surface, but there is no indication of roofing debris. The slope of the hill that the trench is
located on, and the wide spread of pottery recovered, suggest that the finds in this trench
are the result of slope wash and erosion.

Locus List:
B2601: Topsoil
B2602; Slopewash/Tumble debris



tandem with the ovens. Architecturally, the ceiling debris and the column base provide
evidence for at least two roofed rooms that could have functioned together. The stone
pedestal, B3707, and the burnt clay features are the best evidence for a floor surface.

Locus List:

B3701: Topsoil

B3702: Tumble

B3703: Slopewash/Roofing debris
B3704: Roofing/Habitation debris

ap

Architectural Features:

B3405: N-S wall in west

B3705: E-W wall in south
B3706: N-S wall in NE corner
B3708: E-W wall in northern half
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