Azoria 2004
D300 Final Trench Report
RQC

D300 is an uregularly-shaped area ~15m long north-south by ~10m wide east-west at
widest point. D300 is bounded to north by large spine wall D103 (prytaneion) and to south
by wall D310 (Archaic architecture to south). Western border is wall D312, eastern border
is a line running north-south ~1 meter east of the corner of D209 and D210. Trench D300
contains three architectural structures. The eastern corner of an LMIIIC building with a
raised platform lies in the north-eastern portion of the trench just south of wall D103. Two
Archaic rooms are preserved in the southern portion of the trench, these are aligned
roughly north-south. The northernmost, smaller Archaic room is ~4.5m north-south by
~3.5m east-west, containing a stone bench in the northeastern corner, an olive press in the
southeastern corner, lines of plakas on floor surface, and a stepped threshold with door
pivot in the northwestern comer. Room is bounded to north by wall D305, to east by wall
D306, to south by wall D307, and to west by wall D314, Wall D307 is also the northern
boundary of the second, larger Archaic room to south. The smaller Archaic room was
excavated to floor level this season. The southernmost, larger Archaic room is ~7m
north-south by ~4m east-west with a doorway (probably stepped) in the center of the
southern wall. Floor surface of this room is lower than that of northern Archaic room.
Southern Archaic room was excavated to rock tumble level this season, in which several
pithos scatters were exposed. Room was excavated to level of roofing clay/destruction
layer in the southernmost ~2m of the room. Room is bounded to north by wall D307, to
east by wall D306, to south by wall D310, and to west by wall D312.

Portions of this trench above and around the LMIIIC building corner were excavateu 4s
part of trench D200, trench supervisor was Mark Alonge.

Excavation in D300 area this season was conducted to determine whether any features
associated with large spine wall D103 and/or Archaic storage/processing complex to south
were present in the area. Excavation began 21 June 04 and ended 12 July 04. The trench
supervisor was Rob Cuthrell. Trench assistants were Clara Scarry, Rachel McCleery,
Carolyn Edey, and Cait Johnson. The trench workers were XXX.

Brief Pail & Loci Descriptions:

Topsoil/wash above/around LMIIIC corner D201 ; D202 ; D204 ; D301.1-3 ; D302.1-5
Slopewash/tumble around LMIIIC comer D302.6-9

Clay fiH around LMIIIC cormer D302.10,13-16

Tumble/soil above LMIIIC platform D303.1-6

Topsoil/wash above/around north room D301.4-6,13-14
Slopewash/tumble around north room D302.11-12,17-19 ; D308.2
Tumble/roofing clay in north room D308.1,3-9

Topsoil/wash above/around south room D301.7-10,12,15-17 ; D309.3-4,8-11,13
Slopewash/tumble in south room D302.17 ; D309.5,14
Rock tumble in south room D309.1-2,6-7,12 ; D311.1-2 ; D313.2



Roofing clay/destruction, south room D313.1
LMIIIC Corner:

Topsoil in and around the LMIIC corner in the northern portion of the trench was
excavated as part of trench D200 by Mark Alonge. Topsoil and slopewash was removed as
pails in loci D201, D202, and D204. The uppermost portions of walls D209 and D210
were exposed with these passes. The portion of D200 south of wall D103 was afterward
excavated as D300.

Pails D301.1-3 were the initial passes removing topsoil and slopewash in a trench
extension south of the exposed portion of the LMIIIC comer. These passes defined the area
around large boulder in wall D210 and exposed bedrock to east and south of LMIIIC
cormer.

Pails D302.1-5 continued to remove slopewash in the area above and around the
LMIIIC corner. After pail D302.1, the interior space bounded by walls D209 and D210
was defined as locus D303. Pails D302.2-4 defined the area outside of locus D303. The
northern edge of wall D209 was defined with this pass, along with the southern face of
D103 and the area to west of raised platform. Southeastern face of D210 defined, bedrock
exposed 1n this area.

Pails D302.6-9 continued to define the area around LMIIIC corner through removal
of slopewash transitioning to light tumble. Area west of raised platform and around what
was thought to be a possible stone bench was defined. Area immediately west of raised
platform was excavated with these pails, raised platform found not to be floor surface after
excavation exposed western face of wall D304. Area between walls D209 and D103 was
further defined. A possible stone bowl fragment was recovered in pail D302.6. Pail D302.8
removed a linear accumulation of stones previously thought to be a wall abutting wall
D209. Pail D302.9 removed an accumulation of stones previously thought to be a stone
bench abutting large boulder of wall D210.

Pail D302.10 removed packed grayish clay west of wall D209 in an attempt to find
an adjoining wall (none found). Pails D302.13-16 removed pebbly grayish clay in the area
west and to south of the end of wall D209 and around the northeast corner of walls D305
& D306. These pails also failed to find a wall associated with D209.

Pails D303.1-6 removed rock tumble from the interior space bounded by walls
D209 and D210. A linear accumulation of stones abutting wall D210 at a 45 degree angle
and running towards wall D209 was exposed at the bottom of D303.4. The top of a built
stone plaka was also exposed at the bottom of D303.4. Pail D303.5 exposed the surface of
the raised platform in the eastern corner of the room. Platform bounded by walls D209,
D210, and D304. A two-course built plaka feature was exposed near the corner of walls
D209 and D210, top plaka stone is ~15x20cm. Two other small, flat stones embedded in
platform surface were exposed, both less than ~10cm in diameter. A stone quemn, broken,
~10cm in diameter, was exposed embedded in platform surface to north of built plaka, dark
stain present on surface of quern. Excavation to west of the raised platform showed the
floor surface of LMIIIC building to be destroyed, only clay fill/rock tumble remains in this
area.

North Archaic Room:

Pails D301.4-6 were the initial passes over topsoil in an extension of the trench
south and west. Extension was made to determine whether any features associated with



LMIIIC comer existed in this area. No features exposed with these passes. Pails D302.11-
12 removed slopewash/tumble from trench extension area and exposed walls D306 and
D305. Pails D301.13 and D301.14 removed topsoil/slopewash from the western edge of
northern Archaic room above wall D314 area, no features exposed. A cut (?) schist object
was recovered from pail D301.13, and a small rounded stone tool was recovered from pail
D301.14. :

Pails D302.17-19 removed tumble from in and around northern Archaic room to
expose roofing clay mixed with tumble above the floor surface. Pail D302.17 removed
rock tumble from area above northern and southern Archaic rooms and exposed wall D307
and the olive press (60x40cm, shallow sandstone basin with drain) as well as a built
feature in the northeastern comner of northern Archaic room that was thought to be a bin
(later found to be a bench). The top of the threshold stepping stone as well as the door
pivot were exposed with this pass. Pail D302.18 removed the last of rock tumble from
inside the northern Archaic room, exposed roofing clay at bottom. After these pails, all
material removed from northermn Archaic room was taken as part of locus D308. Pails
D308.2 and D309.19 removed slopewash/tumble from above wall D314, defined the
lowest (only) preserved course of the wall.

Pails D308.1,3-9 removed grey roofing clay and tumble from above the floor
surface of northern Archaic room, defined features within the room. Pail D308.1 removed
some last slopewash remaining above grey roofing clay in the room. Pail D308.3 exposed
a small deep patch of surface in the northwestern corner of the room and defined area
around threshold/door pivot. Pail D308.4 continued this pass over the rest of the room to
bring it down towards surface. Accumulation of flat stones in the southern portion of the
room was removed after this pass. A quern fragment was exposed and recovered from the
area just east of door pivot with this pass. Pails D308.5-6 were another pass over surface of
northem room, stone “bin” was defined, determined to be a bench, several stones removed
from the area. Another accumulation of stones thought to be a stone bench abutting wall
D305 in the northern portion of the room was defined, determined to be tumble, removed.
The area around the olive press was defined with this pass, large stone supporting olive
press was exposed, olive press was determined to be built above floor surface. Floor
surface was exposed in the southwestern comer of the trench with this pass. Central lines
of plakas were exposed. The base of a possible settling vessel (~10cm diameter, irregular
shape, partial drain?) was exposed embedded directly beneath olive press drain. Pails
D308.7-8 removed remaining roofing clay and stones in isolated spots around the room to
define features and bring the remaining high areas down to the floor surface. An iron blade
was recovered between stones just north of olive press in pail D308.7. Pail D308.9
removed the embedded settling vessel base undemeath olive press. No excavation occurred
in northern Archaic room after removal of settling vessel base.

South Archaic Room:

Pails D301.7-10 were the initial passes over topsoil in a southern extension of the
trench following wall D306 south. Pails D301.7,9-10 removed soil above wall D306 in
south room area, pails D301.8-9 removed soil from above bedrock. One polished stone
recovered from pail D301.9. No excavation east of wall D306 after pail D301.9, sterile
bedrock in this area. One rounded stone tool recovered from pail D301.10. Pail D301.12
removed topsoil in another trench extension south of western half of wall D307, an
elongated ground stone tool, broken, was recovered from this pail. Pail D301.15-17



removed topsoil/slopewash from interior of southern Archaic room in an additional trench
extension to wall D307.

Pails D309.3-4 were the initial passes over two more extensions of the trench
southward following wall D306. These passes extended the trench about 4m southward
and removed topsoil and slopewash. Wall D310 was exposed by pail D309.4.

Pails D309.8 was the first pass over a small westward trench extension ~2m square
following wall D310 west looking for the room’s fourth wall. Wall D310 was exposed in
this area, no corner was found with this pass. Pail D309.9 completed part of the pass
started by D309.8 in the small westward trench extension, then extended the trench ~2m
westward and ~6m northward to wall D307. Topsoil and slopewash removed, no features
revealed. Pails D309.10-11 removed topsoil/slopewash from the westward trench
extension area from wall D310 to D307. Pail D309.13 removed topsoil/slopwash from the
southwestern corner of the trench in an area where high soil was obscuring part of corner
of walls D310 and D312.

Pail D302.17 removed slopewash and tumble from interior of north and south
Archaic rooms, only covered northem half of the southern Archaic room. Pail D309.5
removed slopewash/tumble from a ~1 meter strip over the western edge of southern
Archaic room, area above/slightly east of wall D312. Pail D309.14 removed
slopewash/tumble directly above wall D312, defined the wall across the entire western
edge of the trench.

Pails D309.1-2,6-7,12 ; D311.1-2 ; D313.2 all removed rock tumble from within
the southern Archaic room. Rock tumble removal defined walls and doorway, much rock
tumble/slid steps exposed in doorway. A bronze pin and possible rounded stone tool were
recovered in pail D309.1. Another rounded stone tool was recovered in pail D309.2. A
quern fragment and a large stone tool (~15 cm long) were recovered in pail D309.3. Three

~ loom weights were recovered from the pottery in pail D309.3. A bronze nail was recovered

from pail D309.4. A piece of lead and a possible quern fragment were recovered from pail
D309.8. Pail D311.1 exposed a layer of roofing clay and destruction layer included with
carbon flecks. Pail D311.2 exposed several pithos scatters across the northern and western
edges of southern Archaic room. Excavation was suspended after pail D311.2 due to time
constraint, exposed pithos scatters were covered with soil to protect them until next season.

Pail D313.1 removed roofing clay/destruction layer in a ~2m wide sondage in the
southern portion of the southern Archaic room. Some burnt soil removed, doorway further
defined with this pass, appears to be stepped, steps not well preserved.

Discussion:

D300 represents a transitional area between the Archaic storage/processing
complex to the south and the prytaneion to the north. D300 appears to contain the
northermnmost portion of the storage/processing complex. The northernmost Archaic room
in D300 appears to be a processing area for olives, as evidenced by the built olive press
and settling vessel in the southeast comer of the room. Lines of plakas in the room may
have supported other vessels used for separation of olive oil/waste or for storage. Stone
bench in northeastern corner is not well preserved, function in association with processing
material cannot be determined.

The southern Archaic room in D300 is very likely a storage room, as evidenced by
pithos scatters exposed with rock tumble in northern and western portions of room.
Doorway in southern wall of room may step up into another room just south of it in



unexcavated portion of the slope just west of B2200. There is a possible threshold in the
western wall, though more excavation is needed inside room to determine whether this is
the case.

The LMIIIC building corner in the northeastern portion of the trench is useful in
clarifying the way in which earlier phase architecture was modified in later phases. It
appears that the western portion of this building, if it remained in the Archaic occupation,
was removed to make way for the northern Archaic room, while the eastern corner of the
building was left intact. Because so little of the LMIIIC building is preserved, the function
of the building is not clear. The raised platform that is preserved may represent a work
area, as evidenced by stone quern. Platform may be a storage shelf, as suggested by small
stone plakas embedded in surface and the large built plaka in the building’s corner.
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AZORIA Proj‘ect

- - p.1
g, i
Year Q4 Trench/Locus (D303 Excavator JZ(Q C .- y-Elevations
9 ' - % : . , Benchmark used:
. . s R 7 Readingon - .
_ , At : SRR s “Benchmark:
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- DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers)
Today's date: 2 1 gvnE 04 Locus above: /D392 - :
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EsT g F WAL D10, rowrid oF CLAZGE. /?OULDE
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L dZEMA_CA/nER OF D00, wHNICH Is BETrIG gxc AVATED AS ., /A302. 3E€ prAacram PS For
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| AZORIA Project p.2
Year_ 04 Trench/Locus /D 303 Excavator 2.9C '
Locus/Pdttery Weight of . Number | Chronologly & Comments -
Pail Number Sherds "of Sherds K
(D303-[  1950ky e Ll ARCLALL | |
P 303.4 -Ic‘L/(} 18 LI C
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OBJECTS
| Object [ Associated | Identification Location Elevation | Catalogue
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.
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L

ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL

Locus/Pottery Bones - | Shell | Carbon [ Pumice | Soil | Other i
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203.2 ;2 _
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p 3
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AZORIA Project ' p. 4

YearL Trench/Locus - 72303 Excavator #Z0C ‘

-~

- DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated

ottery pail(s)]: A
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AZORIA Project p._5S

Year _QH Trench/Locus ~ (23073 ' Excavator_: 423 ¢

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXC/-\VATIO.N [date each entry and identify associated
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5 ~d-f (e HIeM AND ATPEARS To ResT oN BITTOM oF 1305 LAR, ~Scm TN

N pog €l curACE CENTRAL PINTIoN of 5TeNE. Black sTALy IRRECVEAT, _

or &ares 5,3 rer éLAKA FeATuRE coNsTsTs o9F 3 ERsTONES, FLAT’ EMBEDPEN TN BoTTom oF

PIAMETER. v LAGE FLAT sTomg. sofe ARIUND QuEqn APPEARS OPRK, CARBAN-FLECKED,

m303.5, TerPED Y ore

F geer Oqlppf¢ 0307'63 PLEMOVEND) sSToneE @UERN, oBT #|, Lrpm connER gF 20047
L QUERRN Ty RBRoxEN, A)pca TN o T ETES.
SEE wITAGrAM P H fFor LocaTLoN / o

~o SOTC. RE oL EY L~ TI<ES p,a;(..



AZORIA Project " - AR )
Year__ 04 Trench/Locus 0304 Excavator _g7a ¢ Elevations
] g Benchmark used:
) Reading on
Benchmark:
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: semsemey Locus above: 303
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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L NOATHERN WALL OF NoRTH ArecH
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AZNORIA Prajact ' T e

Year__ 04  Trench/Locus 306 Excavator _gta ¢ Elevations
Benchmark used:
~edaing on |
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: 28 su~é& 04 Locus above: n 302
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—— et e e e
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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A B FIRIINT B oo Benchmark used: -
Reading on
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‘.1 DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
L Today's date 30 TJunNE 04 Locus above: ©302

i — - R EE NLAGRAM ARouE FOR CocAT ToN
Locus Parameters ARTorNs WA P106 40312, TE€0
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Verbal descrlptlon NORTIHERN WALL OF $0uTH ARCMHATC Room , SOv hrAce
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Locus Interpreta tlve Comments (What do you thmk thus ls'? DATE your comments continue on addltlonal
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AZORIA Project

p-1
Year_94__ Trench/Locus p309 Excavator  #2Q¢ Elevations
. : Benchmark used:
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H.l.:
&
_Eél- -
3 <—n
é‘ nNpob
~ % 1 r;\ .r'f:i.:) —_.’:_;'__ R4
3 (17 d;xJZ? U a,,uve NI 796
t'f - / L,/ riess : D 2
o—=1n3as Fﬂjn/{ £ D3 T 0307 Eﬁf.“ffjs 13
IE I(’_ ’l ‘,. ] T )3;qu
= - ' 2y T1.26¢ yf‘l X3
- (e—Inz09.8 ] I [?(,/)/f\ \@ 2 1.4 ‘3“" 10
E p | s ) a3
— . I
3 ) C) i Gj { (/490 -
.3 ol 4
= f — T I _f U
'._:_E' '+un4»r-&-+ 3‘“'“‘1 .\‘\__ N
E ‘1 //i }"\ ;;‘ - -
3 ] P83 h4,;/ i '
= w2 A4S phRlIRdsA " bid e S e it s = | - -
= — 9. [ S—
C cé)(_‘_’_g?‘?&‘ A a3 = O f y
- PREET —guser w : ] e — A Sty w— e} e ——'
e T m 1i||||s|l |||ll|||II||I'li|||| I(l[lll[l‘lllllllll

[a} . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10m_giss

DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: 91 svey oYy Locus above: p302
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Locus Interpretatlve Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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AZORIA Project

Year__ O~ Trench/LLocus {0308 Excavator QQC
Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
L N708.1 L.'(L/o/z3 39 ARCHAT S petl j
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AZORIA Project p.1
Year_Qw  Trench/Locus N3 Excavator [ Q ¢ Elevations
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Year OH4 Trench/Locus Nl Excavator /28 C
: ' 7 . ‘ - -
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Pail Number Sample (specify) =
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—
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):

Today's date: 8 vee ¢ 04

LT ADJQZN

Verbal description:

Locus above: D309
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AZORIA Project p.1

Year_O4Y  Trench/Locus 0317 Excavator & - Elevations = .
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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AZORIA Project p.2

Year_JH  Trench/Locus __ 03/3 __ Excavator_ Q¢

Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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