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Transcript 
[Initial sections redacted]

I: Have you ever heard of a drug called PrEP?
P: No
I: PrEP is a drug that protects you from the HIV disease that is taken by people like you, who do not have HIV but are at risk to get it at any time, with the way they are living or what they are doing, so these people take PrEP at least once daily to make sure that their body is strong enough to withstand the HIV virus. So if they take these drugs every day when the virus entered their body it does not multiply and they do not get the disease. But this drug is not for people, who have already been found with the disease, they cannot stop ARV to start PrEP this drug is a drug for people who do not have and would like to stay without the disease.
P: At that moment
I: Until forever or the time they are at risk. This is a drug that is already in some countries but it is not in Malawi yet but it will be, so considering what you have heard about this drug are you interested in the drug or not?
P: At first you know your status, so (goes silent)
I: Are you interested or are you not interested?
P: If I am interested to take the drug? Or just accepting the coming of the drug?
I: Both are you interested because you want to drink the drug or just the coming of the drug?
P: I’m interested because maybe it will help other people not me, but to people who would like to take those drugs.
I: Is your interest big or small?
P: It is big because they are helpful.
I: What would worry you about this drug?
P: The thing that would worry me is that the drug could have certain effects that can make you sick, because we have different bodies and different blood type so maybe they can have a certain problem.
I: Okay, so PrEP is a drug that should help people protect themselves from HIV and so is using condoms how can you compare and differentiate the two?
P: PrEP is a drug; I do know if you call it PREPO or prep
I: PrEP
P: Is a drug that a person will be taking while what was that again?
I: Condom
P: Is something that a person wears when you want to have sex with someone, there is a difference because you take the drugs and drink with water to protect yourself and while PrEP works from the inside you cannot know what is happening. These are two things that are different they are not the same 
I: To you what is better, Between PrEP and using a condom?
P: umm let me ask first, can you be drinking PrEP when you have a boyfriend?
I: Yes, you can take, the people that take PrEP are
P: The ones that want?
I: Yes, the people who see their life and think they are at risk, of getting HIV at any time, so they take the drugs before the virus enters their body, so that even if the virus enters their body the blood should be strong enough to make the virus not to multiply.
P: So I think PrEP is better than the condom
I: Why is it so?
P: You are taking it before even if you have sex with someone who is negative there is no problem, maybe it can kill other viruses a part from AID’s. Since you do not know the inside it might kill also kill other things that is why the medicine is better than the condom.
I: Okay, how do you think the coming of these drugs would affect relationships and marriages? Would they bring problems or it will be okay for people to take?
P: Somehow we can say that it has its advantages and disadvantages, the advantages is that if you got the virus the drug will kill the virus but its disadvantage is that people would be careless saying that they are going to get the drugs, so you can sleep with people without using a condom knowing that the virus will die. 
I: What if you start taking the drugs and that month you start feeling dizzy and start feeling nausea, would you continue with the drug?
P: Before you stop, you should go and explain to the doctor, because everything you are trying has effects, like I am an example I took an injection and I had a period for up to 14days, that is why I came to meet the doctor so that he could help me with what to do. So before you stop the drug you should go to the doctor, explain everything and things are hard at the beginning. The doctor could get you other drugs that would make you feel normal again, and if you see that it is not changing that is when the doctor can say that maybe you have not reacted well to the drugs you must stop. If you got the drugs from the hospital, if you find a problem with them you should go to the hospital so that they can help you.
I: Okay, so how can these drugs be packaged so that they can maintain people’s privacy? Especially for the youth.
P: Where they are put?
I: Yes 
P: They can be putting them in packets like the ones they put Panado in (laughs) or Brufen.
I: Okay, where would be the best place to receive this medicine?
P: At the clinic, I do not know if they will be found in government clinic or youth clinics but I think the best place to get these drugs is the hospital because that is where you can be free and they can give you proper instructions so it is the clinic like we go as youth where they can give us the correct counseling for you to follow when taking the drugs.
I: I have mentioned that these drugs should be taken once daily, how can we help the youth to remember to take these drugs?
P: We are supposed to tell them the time they are supposed to take these drugs, let’s say at 6 in the morning or 6 in the evening or at 8 when you are going to bed so the person is supposed to make sure that they should take drug the time the people at the hospital said. 
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