Glorta Park (GRP)
22, June 2002
Final Report, Trenches A300, A500, A700, A1000 and architectural notes

A300

Trench A 300 was excavated from 04. June 2002 - 20. June 2002 by Gloria Park with

trench assistant Kristal and workmen Tassos and Stelios.

Trench A300 represents an architecturally-defined interior space bounded by four walls
(A301 to the east, A302 to the south, A303 to the west, and A305 to the north). The
north wall acts as a retaining wall below the terrace on which the adjacent trenches A400,

A300, A500, A700, and A1000 lie.

The lowest stratum excavated (locus A311) revealed bedrock at the northern extent of the
trench. This stratum consisted of a fill that was rich in carbon and bone, and several
stone tools were found (a millstone, quern, and small stone tool). Since we believe to
have located the clay floor of the room, this stratum may represent the underpacking of
the floor, in which these items were dumped. Supporting this is the relatively well-
preserved state of the floor above, suggesting that the finds are not slipped out habitation
debris from a stratum above the floor. Because the carbon and finds were concentrated in
the eastern edge of the trench, however, (the quern and stone mill were found in line with
wall A301, north of the last preserved block of the wall) it 1s possible that the finds had
slipped below the floor level when the northern extent of wall A301 was destroyed,
making the finds contemporary with or later than the preserved floor. In any case, the
stratigraphy along the eastern edge may be more complex because of the destruction of
A300,

Above this fill (locus A309.1), is the clay floor. Pail A309.2 should have been excavated
with A311, since it represents the highest layer of the floor underpacking, and probably
A309.1 was excavated with some of this underpacking.



With A309.2 was revealed several small (c. 0.20-0.30 m. wide) stones that rest directly
on top of wall A305 (this feature also continues into trench A400). The accumulation of
the stones at the wall suggests either building material or slipped-out rock (tumble?).
That these stones may not be architectural is suggested by the fact that they first appear
well below the floor line, and it is unlikely that such a drastic change of building material
would appear below the floor, in essence weakening the ability of wall A305 to function
as a terrace wall where strength would be needed most—below the floor line. I therefore
interpret the line of stones as washed-out stones that post-dates the destruction of the
upper courses of A305. In this case, however, I realize that it must be necessary to not
consider the floor above as a real floor (at least at the northern end), and this is a problem

that I cannot resolve at this moment.

Above this stratum a layer of hard-packed, clay-like soil that appears burned in patches
(A309.1) that 1s identified as the floor of this room. In elevation it is located at the
bottom of the first course of walls A301, A302, and A303, which further suggests that
this is the (original) floor. We left most of this floor unexcavated except for at the
northern end of the trench, and a small (c. 0.05 m. deep) pass in the SW comer (A312)
intended to give our botanist more evidence, since a grape seed was produced from
intensive soil sampling from the stratumn just above the floor (A308). Another grape seed

and olive wood were found in A312,

A308 represents the stratum above the floor, which also resembled a hard-packed clay
surface that may have in fact been the (unrecognized at time of excavation) upper extent
of the floor, later floor, or perhaps fallen roofing material. The top of A308 also had
patches of burning, especially along the western wall A303. The pottery from this
stratum is archaic((EQ). A small metal fragment was found in the sieve. We are
mﬁon debris mixed with fallen clay roofing material.

With this stratum should be combined both A307 and A306, which also represent similar
clay-like deposits with patches of burning. Locus A306



Above the roofing material lay topsoil (A304).

AS00

Trench A500 was excavated from 06. June 2002 — 11. June 2002 by Gloria Park with

trench assistant Kristal and workmen Tassos and Kostas.

This space seems to be an exterior space just outside wall A303 to the west. To the south
lies high craggy bedrock that dips down to form small, shelf-like areas that were
excavated as separate loci. The northern extent of the trench is bounded by the
continuation of wall A305 (with a thin strip north of this to expose more of the north face
of the wall).

The northern extent of the trench provided the deepest stratigraphy, but yielded little
beneath the topsoil (A508, A506, and A505). The topsoil from the northern part of the
trench contained many fragments of butchered bone, pithoi, a loom weight, and terracotta
tripod feet. It is notable that the most interesting stratum in terms of sheer number of
finds is the topsoil.

In one “shelf” formed by the bedrock (A504), a localized deposit of blackened soil and
bone, and may be associated with the topsoil finds. The pottery from this trench can be
almost consistently dated to the archaic period. The identification of this space as
exterior rests on a lack of architectural definition (excluding the northern terrace wall),
though the bedrock may have been built up with stone as A502 is (see architectural
notes). There is no evidence of this, however, and the tumble found in the topsoil may
likely have fallen from the upper courses of wall A303. This space may therefore have
been used as a dump or exterior cooking space, probably contemporary with use of the

room excavated in trench A300.
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