Azoria 2004

Trench Report for D400
PL

09 Julyv. 2004

Introduction;

D400 lies on the lower terrace on the south-western slope of the Azoria Acropolis.
The workmen for the trench were Manolis Dantes, Athanasis Syritoudes and Giorgos
Souriadakis. The trench assistants were Sarah Falb, Elizabeth McKinley-Ward, Charles
Newsome and Lisa Niro. The trench supervisor was Paul Lesperance.the Trench was
excavated from the 24™ of June to the 1% of July, 2004. The benchmark used was R14
(354.37m). ,

The trench is bordered to the north by trench D300, and on the south by B2300. It
lies on a slope which is markedly higher in the east than the west. About a meter to the
east of the trench’s edge there is a large modern terrace wall. The trench itself measures
4.10re. on the west, 4.70m on the north, 5.15m on the east and 4.75m on the south,
forming a rough trapezoid shape. The original purpose of excavating the trench was to
attempt and follow a north-south wall which had appeared in B2300. In the pursuit of this
wall, some material was occasionally excavated from further north than the technical
boundary of the trench. Such material will be noted in the discussion. One possibility for
the wall was a line of very large stones some distance in front of the eastern edge of the

trenct.. This line, however, tumed out to be another modern terrace wall and was
removed with the topsoil (see below).

Stratigraphic Report:

The excavation of this trench was divided roughly into two areas. The eastern, or
upslope area, had a much thicker deposition than the western, or down slope, area. Each
area had its own loci or pails associated with it, and it would be best to treat each
separately herein for the sake of clarity.

Locus D401 consists of the topsoil layer, which tends to be grey and loose, for the
trench. In the upslope portion, which was dug first, the pails were D401.1-3. It was
during the excavation of D401.2-3 that the second terrace wall was removed, in favour of
the wall which would become D405. D401.2 also included material removed from
excavation along the wall line outside the northern boundary of the trench. In D401.4,
which lay between the terrace wall and D405, the soil colour started to change to a dark
brown. A lot of pottery was recovered from this pail, with one dense concentration being
given its own pail (D401.5).

Below the topsoil in the upslope area was a layer of loose darkish brown soil,
which lay up against D405. This was taken out as D402 (pail 1) in one pass. This pail
also bypassed the northern boundary of the trench, following the wall line. A large
painted geometric sherd recovered from here was given its own pail number (D402.2).
Later, some wall cleaning in the area was recovered and logged as D402.3.

Below D402, the soil near D405 became more rocky, with grey clay intermixed.
This was made into locus D404, and it was hoped that a preserved floor level would be
found at the bottom of the locus. The pails for this locus are D404.1-3 and D404.6.
D404 4 and .5 are both special cases. During the digging of D404, a patch of hard-packed



clay 1:0or was uncovered in the southeastern corner of the trench. Directly to the north of
this patch, a bin was uncovered. This bin was defined by D405 to the north and east and
by a line of stones on the south which ended in a mostly intact Jarge pot. The bin was
paved with stone slabs. A first pass across it was done as D404.4. A second pass was
started (at the same time that D404.6 was attempting to find the floor along the wall to
the north) as D404.3, but it was decided to make it a new locus (D406), and so the pail
numbzar was changed. Unfortunately, outside the bin area, the floor surface remained
patchv and extant in only very small places. The soil directly around the bin was fairly
loose and contained a good deal of carbon. It was sampled repeatedly.

D406 consists of the bin and the material recovered therefrom. Its pails consist of
D406.1 (originally D404.5) and D406.2, in which the large pot which formed the south-
weste . corner of the locus was removed. The bin was roughly square, measuring 1.25m
in each direction.

The back or eastern wall of the trench was given the locus number D405. It was
constructed out of fairly large rocks, unhewn or roughly so, with smaller rocks
interspersed. It runs north-south, starting off within eastern scarp of the trench, but then
jogging outwards and funning north from there. It is mostly continuous, with one
exception. until it passes the northern boundary of the trench, after which it peters out.

In the lower area of the trench, the deposition was a lot thinner and simpler to
define. The topsoil here was removed as D401.6-7. Below this, there was a linear region
of rock tumble, which was hoped to be a wall, possibly an extension of the wall D306.
This possible wall/rock tumble mix ran north-south in the northem two thirds of the
trenck. The southern third of the trench at this level (D401.6) consists mostly of small
stones and soil which is a combination of tumble and wash from upslope. The top and
front of the linear tumble pile were cleaned as D403.1 in the hopes of clarifying and
defining it. Unfortunately, clarification was not achieved at that time, and concentration
was shifted upslope to where the bin was being uncovered. The area in front of D403 has
since been given to Trench D300 to excavate. They have since defned a good wall face
here below the level excavated in D400.

There was a large amount of pottery recovered in total from the trench, including
several whole or nearly complete vessels, some of which were geometric in date. Several
possible stone tools were also recovered, including two querns, one of which was
recovered from within the bin itself. In addition, two iron nails were also recovered.

Interpretation:

[t unfortunately seems that the trench has been fairly damaged by erosion, to
judge by the amount of tumble, wash, and the patchy preservation of any floor surface. It
does seem that there once was some sort of internal room existed in the upslope area,
with D405 defining its eastern edge. To judge from the bin, the pottery and the tools,
especially the querns, which were recovered, this room may have served as some sort of
storage/work area for food production. It is probable that this room extended to the line of
the wall, whose face has been uncovered in D300. However, the back face of this wall
could not be ascertained within trench D400, so it is not clear. Likewise, there does not
seem to be any sign of a northern terminus to this upslope room, since there was no
indication of a clear cross wall in the north. It may be that the room was an extremely
long and narrow room so that the northern wall would be in the more disturbed areas of



D300 where D405 itself peters out. Such a shape would work well with the idea of the
room being for storage. In addition, the southwest corner of the trench, which would be
the area of transition between this putative room, the room excavated as part of D300 and

B2300, is so badly washed out that the exact relationship between these three spaces may
be impossible to determine.
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OBJECTS
Object | Associated | Identification Location Elevation | Catalogue
Number | Pottery Pail | (material/form) Number
! D43. | W@/Zb
2 | pHod [ww Mo Z5l,
ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL
Locus/Pottery Bones Shell Carbon | Pumice | Sall Other
Pail Number Sample (specify)
D402, | S -




AZORIA Project p.1

Year 2004 Trench/Locus D4oy Excavator PL Elevations

- . Benchmark used: RM (354,37)
Reading on
Benchmark: 4,09 ...

H.l.: 359, 45w
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: 2‘7% 200+ Locus above: Duo |, 402

Locus parameters W W,)(W W.ﬁw,,,,ﬁ,, WM Mﬁﬂ/uwfaw

Verbal de'scnpt on: ’7’?;/ %m ?fﬁw%ﬁ,
)2 bags, Ot Ly
i o ;%/ A W

?;i

Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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PL
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Year_zgp4 _ Trench/Lbcus D404 Excavator
:Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds :
Duod. | 10,000/ 1D ( [LMTIC gL G A HZ
DYoH.2 0.125 1 A
4013 2.815 (93 Sk popataked, G-LE A (A
D404 Y 4.lo0 | 5D LML G-( &, A
%%,J g~ DHOE
D4eH. 6 2.000] 214 |[LMImC €07 A I
OBJECTS
Object | Associated | Identification Location Elevation | Catalogue
Number | Pottery Pail | (material/form) Number
! D404 % ,L’,.,;Md;w//fl[g jpw’a\/ -M £ Ve ad
L D404.3 s pouttos —auct 355 2Y
ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL
Locus/Pottery Bones Shell Carbon | Pumice | Soill Other
Pail Number : - Sample (specify)
04o4. v
D404.2 v _
D443 v/ v V loguiznin) '
04 % v V (e 1/ el
yo4.6 o / v /

e
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Year 2004 Trench/Locus Ndoy™ Excavator P - Elevations -

X Benchmark used:RH4(2%4.37)
Reading on
Benchmark; 324 m

H.l.: 3672.¢1n
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers)
Today’s date: 24 9«»~/ 2004 Locus above: D4o|

Locus parameters: svztfl

Verbal description: Thy beewar 2, ther paitorn anll MJMA/ /'uvw ..
,d\j% D“%OWDWﬂAW:Z{tW WA/MM

ﬁ?wmvw %m /AM

Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):



p.2

AZORIA Project
Year Trench/Locus Excavator
Locus/Pbttery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds

- OBJECTS
Object | Associated | Identification Location Elevation | Catalogue
Number | Pottery Pail | (material/form) Number
.,"".
ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL
Locus/Pottery Bones Shell Carbon | Pumice | Soll Other
Pail Number Sample (specify)




AZORIA Project p.1

Year 2004 __ Trench/Locus _Dyps Excavator P Elevations
: ‘ ; Benchmark used: Rl (354,37..,)
Reading on
Benchmark:3.24
H.l.: 352.61.,

O: biman, {,9%
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: 30% 2004 Locus above: Dusl, Doz, DH4o4 ,

Locus parameters: Aoyt S oo 1.25 o o o aide
Verbal description: ST Zi, Locr cpmsiks ff:?,!, Ao i
waﬁZ/(_D%T)o%'ﬂu/ Tl &w% w«w{—; Zﬁ

/,Z/LA/: i m,ﬂw/

Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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AZORIA Project p.2
Year Trench/Locus Excavator
Locus/Pottery Weight' of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
D40os. | O L2r| VO G-LS, )
406.2 5 525 \54 A
OBJECTS
Object | Associated | Identification Location Elevation | Catalogue
Number | Pottery Pail (mate‘rial/form) Number
! D406 | s el
/
ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL
Locus/Pottery Bones Shell Carbon | Pumice | Soill Other -
Pail Number Sample (specify)
DY .| v v
Dysb. L V(2 Aomiine )
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