FINAL REPORT FOR A2000 (SOUTHWEST AREA)
MSE

11 July 2004

A2000 is located south of trench A1900, west of the rectangular building from Boyd's
excavations, and north of the large bedrock outcroppings which separate Azoria area
A from arca B. In the 2003 season, the eastern half of A2000 (the large rectangular
room) was completely excavated, while the western half of the trench (west of wall
A2010) was only partially cleared, having been dug primarily with the goal of
clarifying the exact location of wall A2010, which was not found. In 2004, only the
southwest part of the trench was excavated (the area bordered by A2011 to the south
and A2010 to the east), an area measuring approximately 3.8 m. (N-S) x 5.0 m. (E-
W?. The northwest part of the trench was not further excavated, due to the necessity
of retaining a wheelbarrow path for the excavation of the southwest area and the fact
that the stones of wall A2010 have slipped out much further to the west in this area,
forming a clear, though greatly slipped, wall line, which we wanted to preserve.

Ths workman for this trench was Vangelis Phiorakis. The trench assistants were
Miles Brown, Sarah Dees, Stacie Petersen, and Mikalena Stringham, and the trench
supervisor was Melissa Eaby, Excavations were conducted from 5 July - 9 July 2004.
The benchmark used was R17 (+364.18 m.).

The strata from the 2003 excavations in this western area were: topsoil (A2001.2-4)
and wall tumble (A2002.10-13; A2008; A2009). The northern half of the 2004
excavated area consisted of only one stratum - wall tumble and washed out/erosion
zone (A2012.2-3; A2013.2-3). The southern half consisted of a layer of transition
from wall tumble to roofing clay (A2012.1); roofing clay (A2013.1); and surface/floor
(A2014). The northern half of the area was completely eroded away - no certain
remnants, with the probable exception of one boulder, of wall A2010 were found in
this area, and no remains of a floor or surface were discovered (the tumble extended
to pre-bedrock). The southern half of the area was better preserved, due to the intact
sections of walls A2010 and A2011. A surface/floor level (A2014) was reached,
which wall A2011 appears to extend slightly below; much of the preserved section of
A2010, however, appears to end just above the floor, though this wall also includes a
section of bedrock at the southern end, which extends below the floor.

The disturbed northern area consistently contained Archaic and Hellenistic material, \
primarily abundant amounts of &ottery and bone, while the southern area contained divheled
less cultural material, a;nng ! . Some of the finds from this area, as well as

much of the roofing clay, may have washed down from the upper, east room of

A2000. Although finds from tumble/erosion are of limited value in determining the

funciion of the space, finds worthy of note from the northern half of the trench were a

terracotta cow/bull’s head (A2012.3), and two stone tools (A2012.3; A2013.2). From

the southern half were recovered two add1t10nal stone tools (A2013 1; A2014.1).

The function of this space remains unclear after excavation. The eastern, upper
rectangular room appears to, form the southernmost area of the “andreion complex.”
The western area does not appear to access the eastern room, unless a stairway is
reconstructed, in the area of A2008 for example. The western area seems most likely
to have been a partiallv oven. roofed area or possiblv exterior space. Support for the



hypothesis that the area was roofed is the fact that a large amount of roofing clay was

“found in the southwest corner by the two walls, though this could have washed down
from above. The well-preserved section of floor, as well as the presence of wall
A2011, would also seem to support the identification of a roofed space rather than an
open, exterior space. No finds were recovered, however, which could aid in

determining the function, and much of what was recovered may have washed down
from the large rectangular room.
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