Azoria 2003
B600 (SZP)

TRENCH REPORT: B600

Trenchmaster: Sheri Pak (SZP)

Trench Assistants: Jordan Sandars and Jay Smith (week 1); Meredith Feuquay and
Erica Zimmerman (week 2) Robby Cuthrell and Hallie Franks (weeks 3 and 5); Abbie
Bollans, Anne Sassin, and Erica Zimmerman (weeks 4). -
Trench Workmen: Pandelis Hatzidakis and lannis Papadakis

Datum Points: There was only one datum point used during the excavation of this
trench. It was R5 and its elevation is 363.77 masl.

Excavation Dates: June 2™ to June 24", 2003

Location: Trench B600 is located immediately north of B300, northeast of B200,
south of BO00 and west of B1100. The trench is irregularly shaped due the nature of
the slope and the placement of wall B602. See architectural drawing for detail.
Purpose of Excavation: Excavation started initially with the hope of discovering any
architecture associated with the storage spaces (B400 and B200) and to discover the
destination of the stairs in B300. As the exterior nature of this area became
increasingly clear, excavation focused on determining the extent of the dromos wall
B602. A corollary goal was to clarify the phasing of architecture of the bin area in the
southeast corner of B200, which continued into the SW comer of B600.

Trench Divisions: The trench can be conveniently divided into four sections. The
bin area which includes the southeastern area of B200 and the southwestern area of
B600; the southern section which is immediately north of B304 and south of the road
surface, the mid-section (roadway) which is the southem extent of the dromos just
east of wall B602, and the northern section (roadway) which is the northern extent of
this same wall.

Depositional History:

Bin area: The excavation of this area ended with Loci B620 and B621, the exterior
and interior of the bin respectively. The surface is comprised of extremely compact
clay with relatively few inclusions. Immediately above these strata, was a layer of
tumble and packed clay around the bin. There were also intermittent deposits of burn
material and carbon, consistent with the destruction pattern, which can be seen across
the site. Loct B612 and B608 are the contents of the bin within an extrapolated east
bin boundary. Above this was a matrix of tumble and roofing clay (B605 and B606).
Atop of this was a statrum of tumble (B604), the first Iayer to be excavated this
season. A layer of topsoil was excavated as B301 last summer by WEM.

Southern Section: The excavation of this area ended with B618 and B619 (west and
east side respectively), a sterile and chippy bedrock surface. This area yielded next to
nothing with regard to finds. This material is characteristic of the fill used to build up
terraces and there is a possibility that the southern section was a built up terrace with
Wall B304 retaining the fill material and that it eroded down well below the ancient
surface level. This is further supported by the fact that the dromos Wall B602 does
not continue into the southern section. In any case, two especially large bedrock
boulders situated in the middle of this area also prevented further investigation of the
possible continuation of the steps (in B300) into B600. There is an arrangement of
stones in the north part of B618 that may have served as steps or a ramp, leading onto
the roadway that begins there (based Wall B602). The layer immediately above this
was a layer of tumble (B607) though the consistency of the matrix was very much like
the chippy bedrock layer. Above this was a layer of topsoil (B601 and B603). The
excavation of this topsoil extended only halfway down as the southern half of this
area had been partially excavated (B301) in 2002 by WFM. As to be expected, this
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layer was a mixture of disturbed topsoil, tumble and Boyd’s dump which had been
exacerbated by the particularly wet winter.

Mid-section: Excavation of this area of B600 ended with the road surface, confirmed
by the bottom course of Wall B602. As expected from an exterior space, the surface
itself was not well preserved and is relatively loose and chippy. A layer of medium to
large tumbled stones (B609 including B607.4) was above the surface. Atop of this
was a layer of disturbed topsoil (B603 and B601), a mixture of tumble and Boyd’s
dump. In terms of finds, this area (along with the southern portion of the northern
extension) produced the most pottery and bone, including a bronze pin. '
Northern Section: Excavation of this area ended with the road surface. This area in
particular was very poorly preserved (surface is chippy and loose with many small
inclusions) The layer above the surface consisted of some major tumble in very loose
soil. (B615, B617 and B611). Large bedrock boulders situated along the northerm end
of B600 are part of the tumble from above (B900). These massive stones probably
destroyed the northern extent of wall B602, which gently curves east at this point.
Atop this was a deep layer of topsoil mixed with tumble and Boyd’s dump (B603 and
B601).

Cut to the Chase:

Bin area:
1. Surface level: hard and compact clay surface
B620 and B621: material atop of surface
B616, B614, and B613: tumble and packing clay
B612 and B608: contents of bin
B606 and B605: tumble and roofing clay
B604: tumble
B301: topsoil

ISR

Now

Southern Section:
1. B618 and B619: sterile chippy bedrock layer
2. B607: tumble]
3. B301: topsoil

Mid-section:
1. Road surface: chippy, loose soil
2. B609 (=B607.4): tumble material atop exterior space
3. B601 and B603: topsoil, tumble, Boyd’s dump

Northern Section:
1. Road surface: chippy, loose soil
2. B615,B617 and B611: tumble
3. B603 and B601: topsoil, tumble and Boyd’s dump
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“  DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project

A p.1
Year O3 Trench/Locus BQPQ— - Excavator 6% Elevations .
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):

Today's date: Tune ),o/ 0= Locus above:« Blod

Locus parameters: Ry nlecior

Verbal description:
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional

pages if necessary):
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Year o,) OO0 - Trench/Locus _ B{Q P . Exéavatbr S%E

DESCRIP TION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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DEFINITION/DE CRIPT(?DN of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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Verbal description:

Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary): :
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. Year & 9223 Trench/Locus %b Excavator S%P

DESCRlPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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Benchmark used:
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):

Today's date: Locus above:
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Verbal description:
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional -
pages if necessary):
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YearZ'ﬁDb Trench/Locus L1 Excavator Z?i '

Locus/Pottery- Weight of | Number [ Chronology & Comments
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVAT ION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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p.2

Year Q"‘Dﬂ Trench/Locus __ 20|
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Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)): ' ’
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Year D3 Trench/lLocus 1Bt b Excavator
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. pottery pail(s)]:
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Year_QOb} Trench/Locus Eé LG Excavator é?ﬁQ
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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Year&OD} Trench/Locus Bélj’ Excavator 52{3 Elevations
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and |dent|fy associated
- pottery pail(s)]:
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L Year 2903  Trench/Locus B-L\7 Excavator D70
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Year=26d 3 Trench/Locus A Excavator  O-2

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: '
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AZORIA Project p.1

Year AODS Trench/Locus %@1@ Excavator S&O " Elevations

Benchmark used:
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):

Today's date: Cj(me;f?,/og Locus above: Bpg-
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Verbal description:
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