FINAL REPORT FOR A100
- MSE
27 July 2002

A100 is located near the summit of the main hill of Azoria, it is bounded to the
east by a NW-SE wall (A101) up to which Boyd excavated, to the west by the edge of
the hilltop, and to the south by Boyd wall 3. Wall A101 has one cross-wall (A103),
which is located roughly in the center of the wall and is a possible continuation/
extension of Boyd wall 9, and two abutting walls (A102 at its north end and Boyd
wall 3 at its south). At the start of excavation, the trench was approximately 7 m. x 3
m. and it was divided into three areas: 1.) the area (~5.5 x 1.5 m.) north of A102 and
west of the large boulder with stones from Boyd’s excavations; 2.) the area in between
walls A102 and A103 (~3 x 1.5 m.); and 3. the area between A103 and Boyd wall 3
(~3.3 x 2.5 meters).

The workmen for this trench were Manolis Maniadakis, Michalis Sobanakis,
and Kostis Mpoutas, and excavations were conducted from 4 June-6 June 2002.
Trench assistants were Sara Swingler and Gary Brian Emst, and the trench supervisor
was Melissa Eaby. The benchmark used was R1, a large boulder located just to the
south of the trench and which has an elevation of +370.62 m.

No clear stratigraphy was revealed in the excavation of this trench. In all areas
pre-bedrock/bedrock was reached. The same orange/light brown hard-packed soil,
full of small and medium-sized stones together with some larger stones from wall
tumble, was found directly above the pre-bedrock in all three areas of the trench. This
layer of tumble/ceiling debris was excavated as A109 and A108.2 in area 1, A108 in
area 2, and A110 and A111l in area 3. Similarly in all three areas, topsoil was present
above this soil layer (A104 for area 1, A105 for area 2, and A106 for area 3).

No floor surface was found in any area of the trench. Any floor surface which
may have existed was likely eroded/washed down the slope at some later date. Itis
also possible that Boyd excavated this area to some extent; in fact, the southeastern
comer of area 3 was much lower than the rest of the locus at the start of excavation
and was left unexcavated for this reason. In addition, much of the tumble removed
from this trench during the current excavation could have come from Boyd’s
excavations.

The function of these three areas remains uncertain. Area 1 was likely used, if
at all, only as exterior space, as no additional walls were found in association with it
and it also seems to be outside of Boyd’s building and not connected with areas 2 or
3. Area 2 is the most likely candidate for use either as an interior room or exterior
space, as it is bounded by at least three walls, and it is possible that A102 and/or A103
originally extended to the edge of the hill and were somehow connected with a phase
of AB08. Future excavations may serve to clarify the relationship between trenches
A100 and A800. Only one course remains for walls A102 and A103, however, and
both appear to have been later additions to A101, the bottom course of which is at a
lower level than that of these two walls, and thus the exact relationship of this trench
to Boyd’s building remains uncertain. The function of area 3 is also unclear; perhaps
it was used solely as exterior space, if used at all, as two large boulders occupy much



of the area. The (later?) construction of Boyd’s wall 3 may also have adversely
affected the preservation of this area.

Few finds were recovered from this trench, primarily small pails of pottery:
Surface collection: (Orientalizing)
Topsoil: (A104-106--- LO, with A106 also having SPG-G)
Tumble/debris: (area 1 A109---nd; A108.2---LO+/nd)
(area 2 A108.1---archaic; A108.2--- LO+/nd)
(area 3 A110.1---EO+, LG+; A110.2---LO+; A110.3---archaic,
O+; A111---EO+/nd)
In addition, a spindle whorl and possible stone tool were uncovered with
A106, and moderate amounts of bone were found in most loci.
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