FINAL REPORT FOR A2000
MSE
11 July 2003

A2000 1s located south of trench A1900, west of the rectangular building from
Boyd’s excavations, and north of the large bedrock outcroppings which separate Azoria
area A from area B. Due to the contours of the hill, at the beginning of excavation, the
area was irregularly shaped, measuring (N-E-S-W) 8.7 m. - 6 m. - 8.2 m. - 8.5 m. and the
slope was extensive. Upon the discovery of wall A1905, which forms a cross-wall of the
excavated room of A2000. the length of the excavation area was expanded by ~2.5
meters, thus incorporating the southeastern corner of A 1900.

The workmen for this trench were Bangelis Phiorakis, Stelios Koutsakis,
Demetrios Chalchiadakis, and Nikos Kophinakis. The trench assistants were Sarah Levin
Richardson, Emily Anderson, Stephanie Beach, and Eric Hoover, and the trench
supervisor was Melissa Eaby. Excavations were conducted from 9 June - 7 July 2003.
The benchmarks used were R1 (+370.62 m.) and R4 (+365.74 m.).

The trench is composed primarily of one large rectangular room. bordered to the
east by wall A2003. to the north by A1903, to the south by A2004, and to the west by
A2010 (the exact line of this wall remains unclear, however). The length of the room is
9.1 meters: the width is approximately 3-4 meters, though this will remain uncertain until
the specific location of A2010 is revealed next season. [The floor breaks off variously in
the range of 2.3-2.7 meters out from wall A2003 and the presumed location of wall
A2010 is ~3.5 m. out from A2005.]

The strata of this room were: topsoil (A2001); wall collapse (A2002.1-8, 10-14;
A2007); wall collapse mixed with ceiling debris (A2002.9; A2005; A1904.1-2); floor
(A2006.1-2); floor packing and pre-bedrock (A2006.3-4). The primary phase of use for
this building appears to occur sometime in the Archaic period. While the floor was
essentially clean, the one pithos found partially smashed in situ is Archaic in date and the
few sherds found in the sectioned passes through and below the floor were of comparable
date. In addition, the style of wall architecture, especially A2003, is appropriate for this
date. The walls are comprised of field stones, sometimes roughly worked, of various
shapes and sizes, and they often include large. almost Cyclopean boulders. Also, wall
A1905 appears to extend slightly below the floor, as does A2003; wall A2004, however,
does not extend below the floor and may end at a slightly higher level than the floor. The
floor of this room may originally have been paved, as numerous flat. roughly rectangular
stones (plakas) were found in the tumble, especially in the final pass of tumble mixed
with ceiling debris (A2005.4-8), which was located just above the floor.

At a later date, post-abandonment, extensive damage occurred from erosion and
possibly from an earthquake. A2002.14 represents a pithos base found just beyond the
current extent of the floor (in tumble), in the midst of its slide down the hill from
erosion/water damage. Many of the contents of the room thus likely were lost down the
hill from this same process, which may also explain the lack of a clear level of roofing




clay in the room (the wall tumble extended directly onto the floor). In addition, much
damage was done from enormous boulders falling from the Cyclopean terrace wall
located behind wall A20035, as well as from the wall itself. [This terrace wall also appears
to be Archaic, built before A2003, though it is uncertain how much earlier than A2003,
perhaps it was built immediately prior to A2003.] These giant falling boulders may
account for the lack of any clear preserved span of west wall A2010.

The room may also have been cleaned out somewhat in a later period, likely the
Hellenistic, and filled back in, possibly as part of an extensive terracing operation. This
terracing operation may be iilustrated by the linear accumulations noted in A1900. This
potential Hellenistic activity may also be evidenced by the abundance of mixed Archaic
and Hellenistic, as well as LMIIIC and LG, pottery found in nearly all levels of tumble
and the first pass of tumble mixed with roofing clay. Further, immense amounts of
pottery and bone were found in all passes made in the area of this room, including the
tumble mixed with roofing clay. In addition, some of the upper layers of tumble could
possibly be dumped from Bovd's excavations, due to the fact that the soil was very loose,
uniformly throughout the trench. [The animal bones found in these early passes would
also seem to confirm this.]

Although finds found in tumble are of limited value in inferring function, finds
worthy of note from levels of pure wall tumble (A2002.1-8, 10-14) include three stone
tools, two loomweights, lamp fragments, two possible fenestrated stand fragments, a
Hellenistic lasina fragment, and much Archaic pottery, including many pithos fragments
and a possible East Greek sherd with a rosette. Noteworthy finds from wall tumble
mixed with roofing clay (A2002.9; A2005.1-8; A1904.1-2) include two loomweights, a
possible stone tool, an iron fibula, and stand fragments. The floor only contained the one
smashed pithos (A2006.1-2), and the first pass into and below the floor (A2006.3)
included a stand fragment and an iron pin.

Another room or exterior space may exist to the west of this main room, bordered
by wall A2011 to the south, A2010 to the east, and an extension of A1905 to the south
(any west wall has likely fallen away down the slope). The strata of this possible room
were: topsoil (A2001); and wall collapse (A2009). The final passes in this area were
coming down on wall tumble mixed with ceiling debris, and any possible cultural
deposits were left to be excavated next season. Several finds, including lamp fragments,
two loomweights, four stone tools, three large pieces of pumice, and a large stone
possible doorjamb were all found (A2009) in the presumed location of A2010. Much
pottery and bone was also found, as in the tumble passes for the other room. It is unclear
if these finds more properly belong with the large excavated room or this other possible
unexcavated room.

The area of A2008 may have been a staircase connecting these two areas. If so, it
would have provided a second entrance into the 9.1 meter long room, and its location is
roughly in line with the door of A1905. This section of stones is of a different
construction from that of walls A1905, 2003, 2004; it is comprised of many small,
roughly rectangular courses, rather than few courses of large and medium sized i
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irregularly shaped field stones. [[fthis area was not a staircase and it is merely the south
end of wall A2010, its different construction from that of the line of boulders presumed to
have slipped from this wall could reflect a later repair of the wall.]

The function of the large excavated room is difficult to determine, due to the lack
of finds on the floor. The large number of pithos fragments is significant but does not
guarantee a primarily storage function for this room. Factors to consider in searching for
the function include its proximity to the ‘andreion’ of A800, fragments of fenestrated
stand fragments found in the tumble and below the floor, its long rectangular shape (~9.1
m.), prominent location on the north-west side of the hill, the enormous boulders used in
its construction (both for the impressiveness of appearance and the time and effort
required for construction). An important issue to be resolved next season is what
architectural remains will be found in the area of A1900 and what the access routes were.
and thus how that building or exterior space connected, if at all, to the room of A2000. If
this side of the hill was devoted to governmental/religious functions in the Archaic
period, a possible suggestion for this building is as some form of stoa. The long
rectangular shape is appropriate, as is its location close to the andreion and possible
shrine area. Stoas become common additions to sanctuaries in the archaic period (cf.
much larger 7 ¢. stoa at the Samian Heraion for example). Stoas also come in a variety
of shapes, sizes, and constructions and serve a variety of functions, from serving merely
as an area to sit out of the sun, to an extension/storage area of a sanctuary. to government
offices. A possible relevant comparison can be found in the late archaic Athenian agora
with the Roval Stoa, which happens to be located near the prytaneion. No finds were
recovered, however, to provide any concrete support for this hypothesis.
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AZORIA Project P-;
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- AZORIA Project p.1
Year mz Trench/Locus AZOIO - Excavator MR Elevations
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Year 2003 Trench/Locus Y ZO1O Excavator MSE,

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: :
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AZORIA Project . . P g
Year Z0 7  Trench/Locus AZD\O Excavator MDE E

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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