Azoria 2005 GCP
B 3200 21 July

Parameters:
B 3200 is located on the west slope, directly north of B 3400, and directly south
of B 3600. the dimensions are roughly 7.5 x 4.7 meters (NS x EW respectively), and was

excavated between the dates of the 17" of June and the 11" of July.
Benchvinaw kbt Riypey L 34529 0wA

Staff:

The trench supervisor was Gyvpsy Price. Student trench assistants were Alyssa
Egger, Lauren Hunley, Jeff Smith, and Costas Chalikias. The workmen were Nikolis
Spiliarotis and Manolis Maniadakis.

Progress of Excavation:

Trench B 3200 was dug in 17 different loci. The locus representing topsoil was
denoted as B 3201 (pails 1-3). The first pail (B 3201.1) covered the original removal of
the topsoil. while B3201.2 included the soil removed from the western extension (about 1
meter). and B 3201.3 denotes the soil removed from the northemn extension (about 2.5
meters) to complete the locus. No objects are found within the first locus.

B 3202 denotes slope-wash. Pails B 3202.1-6 arc conducted through the original
area of the trench (before expansions), exposing the tumble surface beneath the slope-
wash. Pails B 3202.7-12 arc conducted beneath the western expansion in order to bring
the exposed arca down to the same surface of tumble as was previously exposed. Pails B
3202.13-20 arc taken underneath the northern expansion with the same objective of
exposing tumble unilormly across the trench, A single object is recovered [rom this
locus, a round stone tool from B 3202.10. A banking of roofing clay is uncovered in the
northeast corner, which will be left and excavated at a later date,

BB 3203 denotes the first wall to be discovered within 13 3200. A small portion of
this wall (the easternmost meter) was visible after removing the topsoil from the trench.
The wall extends from the eastern boundary to the western boundary of B 3200, and
dives into the modern terrace wall, stretching about 4.75 meters long and .56 meters
wide. Wall construction differs between the eastern and the western portion of the wall,
The western half appears to be more crudely built, using rougher stones. The eastern half
of the wall appears to be more regular in composition and positioning of the stones.

B 3206 denotes the second wall to be defined within the locus B 3200. Running
NS, B 3206 is about 6.5 meters long, and defines the eastern boundary of the room
excavated. The modern terrace wall was built upon B 3206, and fill and tumble continue
to obscure the eastern face of the wall.

B 3207 denotes the third wall to be uncovered within the locus B 3202. This wall
stretches about 1.95 meters from east to west, .39 meters wide, and terminates at what we
believe to be a stairway, providing access between the trenches B 3200 and B 5600.

B 3204 denotes the area excavated to the south of B 3203. and consists of rock
tumble. One pail was dug from this area. B 3204.1. in artempts to define whether or not it
was interior of exterior space, and was then passed on 1o B 3400 as it expanded west to
incorporate the room adjacent to B 3200. Within this pass. roofing clay was exposed to
the east.



B 3214 ran under the same area as B 3211, yet was composed of only roofing and
floor clay surfaces. This locus was conducted in a single pail, B 3214.1, and continues to
render little bone and evidence of burning. It is within this locus that the floor surface is
uncovered. .

The locus B 3215 runs underneath the area covered by B 3210. The matrix is
pretty pure roofing clay material. B 3215.1 covers the eastern three quarters of the
southern half of the trench. B 3215.2 covers the entirety of the locus, in attempts to define
a floor surface. Within this pail a smashed amphora is uncovered just west of the
doorway between the northeast room and the rest of the interior space. Evidence of
burning and hearth material continue to be unearthed throughout the locus. Two objects
are found within this pail: a bronze pinhead (object #1) and a ceramic spindle whorl
(object #2). Also within this pail a small “bin” area is uncovered between the built stone
feature (B 3217) and B 3208. Pail B 3215.3 is conducted within this bin area. A fragment
of an iron blade was found in one of the soil samples sent down from this area. Also,
more bone is found within this area than other areas of the trench. Pails B 3215.4-5 are
taken to further define and clean the floor surface of the area defined by the locus. Within
B 3215.4, a ceramic loom weight is found (object #3). Pail B 3215.6 is taken to clean
around the pithos scatter on the western edge. and B 3215.7 is taken to clean around the
smashed amphora dircctly west of the doorway between the small corner room and the
rest of the defined interior space. The pithos scatter is removed as B 3215.8-9, and B
3215.10 is taken to clean underneath the scatter in order to remove any picces that may
have been missed. The smashed amphora is removed as B 3215.11, and the pithos base
within the small corner room is removed as B 3215.12. All pottery within this locus dated
from the carly 5t century, LA, O, and 1.LMIIC.

The top of 33200 is cleaned in one pail as locus B 3216 to facilitate in drawing
the stones. One pail: B 3216.1.

B 3217 denotes the built stone feature in the southeast corner of the southernmost
room. Three Targe stones are visible, two of which have been worked into smooth blocks.
Perhaps a preparation surfuce, though the function of the feature has yet to be determined.

Discussion and Conclusions:

No definitive conclusions have been drawn from the information that is
previously available to us about the use of this area. The soil samples have failed to
provide conclusive data nor any concentration of certain grains or other plant life. Very
little bone was found throughout the excavation, however a large amount of burned
pottery and soil, as well as hearth material was collected. The hearth material
unfortunately was not in situ, and therefore we were not able to determine the form in
which the hearth material was constructed and thus utilized. The presence of the pithos
base, pithos scatter, and the amphora suggests some form of storage, although these three
were the only evidence of storage within the trench. In light of our limited evidence, it is
uncertain as to whether or not this area was used domestically or for more public
functions.



B 3205 denotes the excavated area defined by the walls B 3203 to the south, B
3206 to the east, and B 3207 to the north. The matrix is dense rock tumble, with little dirt
between the stones and pottery mixed within it. B 3205.1 covers the eastern half of the
locus, excluding the banking of roofing clay in the northeast corner of the area (defined
by walls B 3206 and B 3207). B 3205.2 is a complete pass across the entirety of the area.
Two ceramic spindle whorls (objects numbers 2 and 3) are found within this pail. It is
within this pail that we first discover traces of hearth material and burning within the
southern portion of the locus. Also within this pail about a meter of a fourth wall is
defined running east to west through the middle of the trench. This wall is dubbed B
3208, and is located about 1.5 meters north of B 3203. B 3205.3 covers the northern half
of the trench, exposing yet another wall which defines the interior of the trench into two
distinct rooms. This wall is dubbed B 3212, runs about 2.26 meters north to south with a
width of about .57 meters, and dictates a switch in locus numbers. It is the junction
between B 3212 and B 3208 that is curious, in that the interior corner is nicely squared,
yet the exterior corner appears to be intentionally rounded.

B3209 was originally designated to denote the area west of B 3212 and north of B
3208. however B 3208 failed to extend across the length of the trench therefore only one
pail from B 3209 (B 3209.1) exists. This pail denotes a cleaning of the west face of B
3212. The arca originally covered by this locus was incorporated into B 3210.

B 3210 represents the roofing clay/rock tumble mixture that covers all but the
quarter defined by B 3212 and B 3208 in the northeast corner of the trench. Pail B 3210.1
was small and incomplete, looking for definition along the western portion of B 3208.
Pails B 3210.99 and B 3210.2-4 are taken through the southern half of the trench, Intense
burning and hearth material continues to emerge. A built stone feature, denoted as B
3217, in uncovered in the southeast corner defined by walls B 3206 and 13 3203, T'he
purpose for this feature remains to be determined, however it appears to be some sort of
preparation surface for the surrounding arca, A pithos scatter is uncovered along the
baulk on the western boundary of the trench (later removed as part of B 3215). A ceramic
spindle whorl (object # 1, B 3210.2) and a stonc tool (object # 2, B3210.3) arc found
within this room. The remaining two pails from this locus are conducted after
determining the linear accumulation than ran from B 3208 to the western boundary of the
trench was tumble, and after the completion of the two pails of locus B 3213, which
served to determine that the linear accumulation that was previously thought to be a
western wall (running north to south) was not in fact a wall but merely tumble. These two
pails, B 3210.5-6, covered the area west of B 3212.

The locus B 3211 is designated to describe the quarter defined by B 3212 and B
3208 in the northeast corner of the trench. The matrix is described as roofing clay mixed
with tumble, and displayed much burning throughout the locus. B 3211.3 covered the
northernmost meter of B 3212, and within this pail the doorway was discovered that led
between the small corner room and the remaining area of the defined interior space. All
pails, B 3211.1-5, rendered little bone and much evidence of burning. Two objects were
found throughout the locus: a ceramic loom weight (object #1, B 3211.2) and a small
piece of bronze (object #2, B 3211.4). Within this locus was also found a large intact
pithos base, which is later removed as part of the locus B 3215. The last two pails of this
locus (B 3211.4-5) lacked the rock that was in the previous three, and thus should be
grouped with the following locus.
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: '\Yu\\/ Locus above: R 33|

Locus parameters:
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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" DEFINITION/BESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary): :
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Year oo5 Trench/locus g 32\ Excavator (x (¢ Elevations
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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Year .@ S Trench/Locus @ =224\ Excavator CTCP

Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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AZORIA Project p.1
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