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Kinal Trench Report: D500
Trenchmaster: Emily Anderson (ESKA)
Trench Weorkmen: A. Dantes (entire season), G. Souriadakis (entire season), G.
Kaminakis (weeks 6 and 7)
Trench Assistants: Rachael Christopherson and Anne Sassin (weeks 1, 3, 5, 7), William
Stevenson and Christine McCann (weeks 2, 4, 6)

Datum Points: R17, elevation: 364.18; R16, elevation: 361.06

Excavation Dates: 28 June-12 July, 2004

Location: on the west slope of the South Acropolis directly north of B1500, west of
D208 in the southern portion of the trench, below D100, D200, D203 in the south and
north of these loci (effectively a continuation of them) with the northern portion of D500;
D500 defines southern extent of excavated territory on its terrace

Excavation in this area was begun by Mark Alonge (MCA) earlier in the season as D100
and D200. This area was selected as several boulders of wall D103 were exposed on the
modern surface. The first week of excavation in D500 was contained to an area extending
2.65m north of the northern border of D200 thus expanding the excavated space to the
north. The mitial objective in this area was to investigate whether or not a rough line of
boulders visible on the modern surface in this northern area represented a northern wall
for the space of D200/D500- it did not. The trench was subsequently expanded north
twice, but a total of approximately 7.3 meters, again seeking a northern wall. With these
expansions, the entire space north of wall D103 and west of wall D205 was treated as one
space: D500. At the same time as these northern expansions were carried out, the trench
was taken down in its southernmost portion (extending approximately 2.90m north of
wall D103) to floor level.

In the final week of excavation of D500 a well preserved packed clay floor
surface was uncovered. Two passes were taken through a layer of extremely clean and
uncontaminated roofing clay. The pail associated with the floor level, representing the
removal of roofing clay directly atop the floor is D511.3; D511.1-.2 represent the higher
pass through roofing clay. This stratum of burnt clay contained very little in the way of
pot sherds and clearly had suffered minimal contamination. A significant amount of
burnt bone began to be uncovered as the pass continued into the eastem third of the locus.
Two pots were found resting directly upon the floor surface. One, a large vessel with a
round base (approx diameter 0.21m) and oval mouth, was found resting upon its rim
approximately 1.30m west of the lower step of bench D510 in the east and just north of
the lower step of the bench in the south (pot removed as pail D511.5). With the removal
of this pot, approximately 0.08m of matrix from within the pot was found undisturbed
resting on the floor within the circle of the vessel’s mouth. This matrix contained patches
of fine twiggy carbonized plant material (located on the top level of the pile, thus
apparently having fallen from the very base of the pot’s interior). Upon preliminary
analysis this material seems to contain predominately plant stems, yet few or no seeds;
further analysis will naturally be necessary for a more thorough understanding of these
remains and their possible significance.
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The second pot. a lekani, was located in the SE corner of the floor space, approximately
0.14m from the lower step of bench D510 in the east and 0.18meters from the lower step
of the bench 1n the south; it was removed as pail D511.14. The location of these two
vessels, a small plaka set into the floor just north of bench D510 in the south and one half
of the E-W extent of the locus, and a number of carbonized portions of wooden ceiling
beams, reaffirmed the that the floor level had been located.

The westernmost stone of bench D510, which was eventually found to line the
extent of excavated wall D103 on its northern face and then to continue in the east,
rounding the SE corner of the room to line wall D205 running north, was exposed in the
initial surface pass in this area earlier in the season. With the pass associated with pail
D508.1 we began to uncover the other stones running eastward from this first (and
westernmost) one along wall D103: these represent the top step of bench D510. These
stones have been worked to form a level surface. On the north face of wall D103, each
stone of the top step extends approximately 0.60m from the wall. The rounded squared
edges of these stones then fall approximately 0.25m to the second step of the bench. The
stones of this lower step extend approximately 0.32m before rounding their edge to the
floor surface. approximately 0.22m below. The top step of bench D510 in the east, lining
wall D20S. (as exposed thus far) also extends approximately 0.60m from the wall,
dropping approximately 0.25m tot eh lower step. This lower step however is narrower
than 1ts counterpart on the southern wall, as those in the north extend only 0.24m.

A decision was made on 4 July, 2004 to remove a small section of wall D212 at
1ts southemn end extending just 0.67m north of wall D103. This decision was based upon
firm evidence that D212 represented a much later retaining wall built against wall D20S.
It was discovered through excavation in the southern portion of D500 that D212 floated
approximately 0.98m above the level of the top course of bench D510. Further, it
became apparent that the stones of bench D510, which rounded the SE corner of the
room. continued beneath wall D212. With these points in mind, the section of wall D212
was removed both to garner a date post quem for the construction of the wall (this date
found to be Hellenistic) and in order to gain greater clarity as to the nature of wall D20S.
Upon the removal of the portion of wall D212, the face of D205 was exposed, and the
wall found 1o be well built and forming a sharp clean corner with megalithic wall D103.

Locus D509 extended throughout the 7.60m length of D500 in the southern
sondage taken down to floor level. With D508, we had come down upon (yet had not
excavated through) consolidated roofing clay in the southern portion of the trench atop
and just north of bench D510. Locus D509, however, was isolated to the areas of the
rench, mainly the far western and the northern portions, where the level of the roofing
clay had not vet been attained and a zone of loose gravelly wash containing some tumble
was present. Loci D507 and D508 consisted of heavy tumble within loose gravelly
matrix: this lower layer of tumble likely was the result of fallen wall stones from D205
and D103, as well as rocks that had washed down slope.

Locus D506, excavated this season across the N-S extent of D500, represents a
silty zone of loose rocky wash. Evidence for water passage through this level of the
trench was evident from the voids found both in portions of the wall faces, and in the
tumble excavated within the trench.

Loci D503 and D505 represent a higher level of heavy tumble excavated across
the extent of the trench. Due to the considerable amount of down slope erosion
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evidenced in this trench, it is likely that the stones of this tumble represent wash from
well above on the slope as well as ones from wall D212 and D205 in the east.

Loci D501 and D504 represent the highest excavated level. This stratum of
modern slope wash was also dug across the extent of the site, and includes the modem
surface of the slope.

Pottery dates from D500 predictably range from LMIIIC through to the
Hellenistic period; this is of course to be expected from an area so affected by slope
activity. However, the dates from the final locus, D511, located directly upon the floor
surface, are consistently Archaic, save for some earlier (Final Neolithic-Early Minoan,
Late Geometric-Orientalizing) sherds found in D511.3 that may represent heirloom
pieces.

Concluding Remarks:

It1s clear both from the approximate 18m length of the space of D500 (as
understood now) and from the fine and careful monumental architecture represented by
both bench D310 and megalithic wall D103, that this was an important space on the site
which likelv served a civic or nitual function. The dimensions of the bench D510, as well
as 11s situation hning the south and east (back) walls of the space suggest that it was
intended for sitting. In this case, one would expect that some sort of ceremonial/ritual
activity was performed in the room and viewed by people sitting on its perimeter. For
this reason, a preliminary identification of the space as a prytaneion is not ungrounded.
However, beyond recognizing the monumental nature of the space, we must await further
excavation for consideration of its particular function.

It seems likely that wall D212, constructed after the Hellenistic period, was used
to support wall D205. The architecture from the area of D500 could thus have been used
10 support constructions upon the above terrace.
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AZURIA Froject

Year_Z22Y4 Trench/Locus DSOS . ___ Excavator ESeA4
B DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project P

5 Year 2004 Trench/Locus 5503_ Excavator DFM

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
- pottery pail(s)):
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AZORIA Project p.1 ne‘b .
‘Year 209"/ TrenchiLocus = D50t - Excavator ESAA Elevations = B 2
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_ AZORIA Project A p.2 p
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AZORIA Project o

Year ZoQY Trench/Locus DS . Excavator ES4 A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)): ' _

2 33{7 oy/ | \ B

— loeS HSIL /5 bw@ caprred wﬂ‘@ O parest C.,‘ﬂ'x-mﬂy
B A Arce. PREVIOV: Py iAo PCUS B D249

—_ M7 7L : SO

we//{j D-%fg:}inj ”?5*’7 /\ﬁ//é%s/fl/f)ﬂ:/j}z%
42179 collpscel 14770V ONE space aeps =y Hiets /s
SFhe 7[,‘,;3-}“ /4/‘/ I~ 157 Fo lro /VZZJG focLs .

—Orns Fona/) prso [ DEIS.3) 25 bt./y Canrlic/ oprt
Skio E/1am 5003l /i THe A Ry HoRTPPensr ERTZHS/OVT

D500 ~ 742 N}:?j Fheo P ) Pvr g 0/ Alo

e~

2 cohrsIHees fWﬁ .ngé PR N Her
s (P SEran 5%/54-7‘/(7MPA,44,( Bose

_ T Re pmatnin QLEOL-/ js SiIFy And  LspReGeads acs .i
a, Lohtre AT Clro anliwpiath ael arop sepanals

Al (b Car1 SEE Flue STl e Xty [0 o |

- _ P
A //Wd/% Yoo lt. hao loztsz WARPP pn‘,”ww;) |

b e [lsevS

passing 72407 N

|
| - » _
‘ 3 HEm v'/—————J

y‘,(,e/ n TR Nonsth th ?K«‘/’injlo)q

| i

- Pul D@b,;%"‘“;; frc pave rrachtd The same SPRaTisnaphfea !

g}(’:”; '/Zzomm MZ Hhe Frrnch T paso iS5
T

D5eJ - '
dl/l% foacl 9 . ,




AZORIA Project - p..3

Year 2#2Y _ Trench/Locus __ DS O¢ Excavator E.S&A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of}EX"CAVATlON [date each entry and idehtify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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= AZORIA Project p.
Year_200Y Trench/Locus D50¢ Excavator ESKA
- .
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify assocnated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project P

Year_zsvy  Trench/Locus _ D5J¢C. Excavator  E Sk
| | DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)): :
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ALURIA FTOJECT | . )

Year_Zoo ¥ Trench/Locus DSCe " Excavator Esi A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)): .
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AZORIA Project p. 7

Year 2.9%% Trench/Locus DS50¢ ‘Excavator ESkA

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project

ESEA

Year_2g0Y  Trench/Locus D56 & Excavator

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated

pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p._7_
: ; )
| Year _2?o¢Y  Trench/Locus DO Excavator ESEA
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
™ pottery pail(s)]: S el S
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AZORIA Project /

p.
Year_2 97"/ Trench/Locus D50 Excavator ESEA < | "
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated &
pottery pail(s)]: %
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AZORIA Project ./
: {
Year _Z_?__‘l_ Trench/Locus D50/  Excavator EstA

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [déte each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)):
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Year 2004  Trench/Locus D506 Excavator DF/M

| DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
=G July 2007 (cnndrmensct])

i

-Z}L/ =¢.239

H.I =358 |
1/=>’.83é

2543 %
A2 3573

255,64
83 =308y

354.91

q
L= 3.783

354.83
g HAre

L pwadt wml?
3 éw‘vz“ﬁ‘/? . W/MX%wnol«asm/é’m,%M e pa
bty € SOkt ‘ .

023 840 eidonded o %‘M ) /?;WWC’E Manatis o ths don
LT T A88Y MW%M ’ M;'V(WWAM i bl W

354,73 dee o fna7sh g &%7  psoe. 9 jﬁaxv,‘ﬂ"
Aro= 3,908 . . » %AM o O Q. |
L g R el jmu/ D265 ] stour pachinis
o= 38 (et D212 conhrinty ouwst GEAB 2 F

/ A ‘/Vé.m
L3513 MMWA.,%%Q,/MWWIWW



- AZORIA Project P

o
Year .004  Trench/Locus D S0k Excavator DF M

-
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:

e

107 Juby 200

_%Wwﬁw/a%mww WW%M (D6 1)
M%uwmm b of o ik by o %
DRS00 12 |, AA/Laaiz DRUL appems 12 7%%%«4 out™ g uc manreet
Ded 12 lombdo (€4S ) %%w s &tones Aot (o WMT&CJC’LLL
Y bie, Ao D302 c@wwwm%ﬁmw Clncrers cove fedicn.

e3r3r

Kig =1, 30

Loy D A8=3780
Sz (ssnar) 2B

AT =% IS (3H4T) AT : 3772

- £ 354 a0
/‘\3 _,;J(gs— Azo= 3333
| 3¢5.4% 354473
A4 22386 35488 4 5, -2.78 %
(= - ke 355.88
& =~ 3.7
3= 3549/ a2 3190
N T} 37 $o5-48
- 355,23 A2 3% %y
2F 2 3 C3) 3 55.32
35%.09
AB =2SHT
365,10
A9 2.50S
355 ,]O

WO =no chonay

[N e

ALY F
R
254, Q! .
A2 =3.8(0 o
551,9(0 9
LAl 0o by \Y“‘




AZORIA Project P

- . L —
Year JM / Trench/Locus QSNDQ Excavator D/’M
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- AZORIA Project p.S &

Year 2289 Trenchiiccus_ DSOY Excavator_ Z54A . I"'.'—:-:
- . '
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAV/
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AZORIA Project

Year 2004  Trench/Locus LSog

Excavator EsxA

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and ide;ntify associated

pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p.1

Year_Z29°4 Trench/Locus D507 Excavator__ E3AA Elevations
. ) A : Benchmark used:
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DEFINI'EION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: Locus above: 2sp & -

Locus parameters:

Verbal description: -
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):




AZORIA Project

p.2

Year_ 2o Trench/locus _ P507 Excavator Z/XA
Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds -
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AZORIA Project b. VA

Year 2294  Trench/Locus D50 F Excavator ES4 A

DE."SCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p. g

Year 229"  Trench/Locus D509 - Excavator ESXA

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
- “pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project | p.

Year 222 Trench/Locus P 7 ‘Excavator__ES &4

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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= ~ AZORIA Project oS

Year_zoolyy Trench/Locus £ 506/7 Excavator ESkA
- >
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated < N
: pottery pail(s)]: - . “ o )
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AZORIA Project ol

Year_ 2024 Trench/Locus D502 Excavator ~ ES#A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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Year _ZpoY Trenc‘w/Locus

AZORIA Projet;i

Dfo g

p._#

Excavator £. SkA

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associate

pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p.1

Year_zoot TrenchiLocus _ DS/0 Excavator__ £SkA ‘Elevations
' . S o : Benchmark used: :
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DEr—INITION/DESCRIPTlON of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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Locus parameters:

Verbal description:
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this:is? DATE‘your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary): ;

rl‘_".f _r' 1y T b A
ey 1 e



AZORIA Project

p.2

Year Trench/Locus Excavator
Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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OBJECTS
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ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL
Locus/Pottery Bones Shell Carbon | Pumice | Soil Other
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AZORIA Project p.1

Year z00Yy Trenéh/Locus D5/l Excavator 544 Elevations S
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DEFINI'l;ION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
Today's date: @ J;../7 oy Locus above: £507 -

lLocus parameters:

Verbal description: ' .
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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Year 299  Trench/locus D3}

Ex,cavétor ES,Z74

Weight'of

Chronology & Comments
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Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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Pail Number Sample | (specify)
| B5//./ 2 P ycj ] _dﬂ@.’,f'm\ 1K = /»Tféme. ]
DS 2 2 KR Y R ()1 | inFes ke
hS/ 3 P Z- W |z VRN | D AT bee
b&s-Y . = 1) jntinseel .
DS/ S | ] yptrndV| ] banbohizsd
plarr—
| - R
1




AZORIA Project P.

v

Year L 0®Y Trench/Locus DS 7 Excavator £Esk A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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