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Transcript 
[Initial sections redacted]

I: Okay, have you ever heard about PrEP? 
P: What?
I: PrEp, medicine called PrEp
P: Mmm no
I: You have never heard of it? Have you heard about Pep? 
P: I don’t know, maybe but I have just forgotten, but I have never heard of it 
I: Okay. PrEp is medicine that has been made, but it has not reached Malawi, but we are expecting that it will be here anytime soon. It is said to be medicine to help people prevent HIV, in English they say “HIV prevention drug”, right? 
P: Mmm
I: Yes, for this medicine to work, the person who takes the drug must be someone like yourself who is HIV negative, so when they she sees that there is a risk of contracting HIV at any time he/she takes the medicine in advance to protect herself so that she doesn’t contract the disease. So she takes one pill every day, one day one pill. So when the person is taking the medicine their blood is now strong so that when the virus enters body, it does not multiply in the body, so it just goes away and the person does not contract the disease 
P: Mmm
I: So it is medicine to protect you from HIV, so that you do not contract it. But for someone who already has HIV, that person cannot stop taking ARVs to go and start taking PrEp, no. It is for people who are negative and have not taken ARVs, yes. Even though PrEp contains some ARVs but this medicine works to protect from the virus so that the virus does not enter the body, yes. Not that someone who is already positive should also start taking PrEp, no, it doesn’t work like that. So we would just like to know that from what you have just heard about this medicine would you be interested in it, or what is your interest like, concerning this medicine? A lot, a little, or middle interest, or you are not interested at all? 
P: I have a lot of interest because it will help me right? 
I: Mmm
P: Yes
I: It will help us do what? 
P: That we shouldn’t… maybe if you were at a high risk in your life of getting HIV, this medicine can really help 
I: Mmm. And is there anything about this medicine as I have explained it that could give you doubts/concerns? 
P: Other people could have the doubts for me it would be that maybe, no, but it is fine
I: It is fine, there are no doubts? 
P: No
I: Mmm okay
P: It is fine 
I: How can you compare this medicine to using male condoms? 
P: It is the same thing, there is no difference 
I: It isn’t different? 
P: Mmm
I: It is the same thing? 
P: And also since it only protects from HIV, right? 
I: Mhh
P: Eee that means even when you take it, maybe you aren’t using condoms that means you can contract other diseases. So it means you need to use both 
I: Okay, so how do you feel that medicine like this, as I have explained, can affect a relationship or a marriage, or maybe people who are couples, right?
P: Mmm
I: Do you feel that this medicine could bring problems or not in a relationship or in a marriage? 
P: It would depend on how you discuss things. If your male partner doesn’t understand, it is hard for you to do that. But on your own you are supposed to take the medicine because it is your body, it isn’t someone else’s. It is your life, it isn’t someone else’s, someone can’t take care of your life for you
I: Mmm no one can take care of your life for you, ohh okay. So if this medicine came to Malawi, you have started taking it, then you start feeling dizzy, or maybe nausea, would you continue taking this medicine? 
P: I would continue because I will follow the counselling that I will get from the doctor. If the doctor has encouraged you to say “you will…”, if he has told me that “you will be experiencing such things, but it will stop”. If the things will stop, I can continue taking it 
I: how should the medicine be packaged when it comes? What should they really put them in so that they are acceptable by the youth, how should they pack them so that they are welcomed so that the youth are free to take the medicine, for the youth that are at risk  
P: In papers, because if they are put in bottles people will say “iii that person”, they will think you are taking ARVs, when you aren’t.  But when they are in papers people think it’s just these other medicines 
I: Mmm okay
P: Yes
I: So where would a good place to get them be? a place to get this medicine
P: Just at the hospital 
I: Just at the hospital? 
P: Mmm 
I: Okay, or would a place like Girl Power be a good place to get this medicine? 
P: We can even get it here, or even in our health centres 
I: Mmm, so since the problem with the youth is being forgetful with medicine as I have said that if you are at risk you are supposed to take it every day. What kind of support do you think the youth would want so that they take the medicine consistently?   
P: Supporting them 
I: Supporting them? 
P: Mmm
I: To support them how? 
P: Like if you are a forgetful person maybe there should be someone to follow up on her, to tell her to take the medicine, she should be telling her to remember to take the medicine 
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