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Director’s Note 

Welcome to the second edition of the North Carolina Journal of European Studies (NCJES). 
Thank you for reading. The outstanding work of our students and this year’s Managing Editor, 
Andreas Jozwiak, have made the publication of this volume possible. We extend our thanks to 
Rebekah Kati of Davis Library for all her help as we prepared for publication of this year’s 
volume. A special thanks to the UNC CES Advisory Board and all of the faculty colleagues who 
mentored students as they worked on their submissions for this volume. And thank you to the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the Senior Associate Dean for Social Sciences and Global 
Programs, Rudi Colloredo-Mansfeld, for supporting this project and our students.
 
John D. Stephens
Director, Center for European Studies
Professor, Department of Political Science
 
Kathleen Shanahan Lindner
Executive Director, Center for European Studies
Director of Undergraduate Studies & Advisor, Contemporary European Studies major
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Managing Editor Biography 
 
Andreas Jozwiak is a recent Ph.D. graduate of UNC Chapel Hill’s Political Science Department 
and is an incoming Max Weber Fellow at the European University Institute. His research focuses 
on the intersection of gender and welfare state in advanced democracies, and his work has recently 
appeared in academic journals like Social Politics. Apart from managing the second edition of the 
NCJES, Andreas has worked with the Center for European Studies to produce teaching materials 
on the European Union and has led several outreach events at rural North Carolina high schools.  
 
Author Biographies 
 
Michael Cunningham is a 2021 graduate with distinction of UNC’s Contemporary European 
Studies program where he focused his research around Brexit, globalism, and populism.  He is 
currently in the first semester of UNC’s Transatlantic Masters Program and hopes to continue his 
research overseas at the University of Bath in 2022.  Michael currently resides in Chapel Hill 
with his wife and two young daughters.   
 
Ava Erfani graduated from UNC Chapel Hill in 2021 with majors in Political Science and 
Interdisciplinary Studies (IDST) as well as a minor in Asian Studies. During her time at UNC, Ava 
created her own field of study through the IDST program entitled Colonialism and Neocolonial 
Relations to explore the historical period of colonialism and its modern continuities in global 
power dynamics. This study culminated in her thesis, “Project Kosovo: Disaster Colonialism in 
Kosovo Since 1999,” from which a section is included in this journal. Ava now works as a legal 
assistant for a law firm in Manhattan and plans to explore a career in law. 
 
Lucas Fernandez is a member of the UNC Class of 2022. He is from Miami, Florida, and is 
working towards majors in Political Science and History. This year, he will complete a senior 
honors thesis that analyzes the campaign strategies of the UK Conservative Party in the 2017 and 
2019 General Elections. Lucas is a member of the UNC Men's Fencing Team and was one of 
two European Summer Research Award recipients in 2019. 
 
Luke Habegger is a senior at UNC Chapel Hill double majoring in Political Science and 
Economics with a minor in German. His areas of focus includes comparative politics, European 
studies, and economic policy. More specifically, he is interested in researching patterns of liberal 
democracy, populism in the western world, and international economic solutions to market 
failures. He also has experience with literacy-based teaching and mental health advocacy. Upon 
graduation, Luke plans on pursuing a career with a think tank or NGO. 
 
John Macejka is a sophomore at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill majoring in 
Political Science and Marketing with a minor in History. His interest and engagement with politics 
is the product of his amazement with the complexity of politics, and he is always trying to align 
these realities with various historical and political theories he is learning in the classroom. 
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Emma Schubart graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2021 with 
degrees in Political Science and Music. She has worked for Advocates for International 
Development in London and the Institute for Politics and Society in Prague. Her recent research 
publications focus on counterterrorism, rightwing extremism, and ethnic conflict. 
 
Aleksandar Trivanovic is a senior at the University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill, studying 
Political Science and Contemporary European Studies. His research primarily focuses on voter 
decision-making strategies, national elections, and populism in the 21st century. After graduating 
in spring 2022, Aleksandar plans to continue his education in the UNC Trans-Atlantic Master’s 
Program, where he would receive master's degrees from UNC-Chapel Hill in Political Science and 
Universität Bremen (Germany) in International Relations.  
 
Jack Twaronite is presently pursuing a BA in Political Science and Peace, War, & Defense at the 
University of North Carolina and engaged professionally with campaign strategy for Democratic 
Party candidates. Much of his academic focus concerns the welfare state and organized labor in 
the United States. 
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