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FINAL REPORT: A2500

Trenchmaster: Emily Anderson (ESKA)

Trench Workmen: A. Dantes (entire season), G. Souriadakis (entire season), G.
Kamunakis (weeks 6 and 7)

Trench Assistants: Rachael Christopherson and Anne Sassin (weeks 1, 3, 5, 7), William
Stevenson and Christine McCann (weeks 2, 4, 6)

Datum Points: R17, elevation: 364.18; R16, elevation: 361.06
Excavation Dates: 8-10 June, 2004
Location: Directly north of B1900 on the western slope of the South Acropolis

Excavation in this area was begun in order to investigate the nature of the space
north of wall B1904 and 1ts possible relation to the area of B1900. It was considered a
possibihity that some large stones exposed on the modern surface running north-south
along the eastern hine of the A2500 might represent a wall; however, any evidence of a
wall here was unfortunately highly disturbed from slope erosion and difficult to identify.
A further objective with A2500 was to gain greater clarity concerning the relation of this
terrace 1o that of A1900 and A2000 above, as well as to the rest of the site. It was
initially opened extending approximately 4m north of B1900 to the line of a boulder that
defined the eastern and northem limit of the trench. In the southern portion of the trench,
an outcropping of bedrock served as the eastern limit of the trench.

A floor level was never located in A2500. However, the bottom of wall B1904
was located with pail A2501.12. It is likely that the floor here was lost due to extensive
erosion in the area as it rests at the bottom of a steep slope.

A small possible hearth (A2502), consisting of two roughly rectangular stones
positioned perpendicular to one another and set into cut bedrock in the SE corner of the
trench was uncovered in the pass associated with pail A2501.9. The matrix upon this
feature was burnt and reddened/darkened, and a clay surface was located below.

Excavation directly east of the possible hearth, extending into the area of B1900,
was carmed out in order to remove remaining wall tumble thought to possibly be
obscuring some element of the feature needed to retain the matrix behind it. During this
excavation. a bin (A2503), set against the bedrock outcropping (thus the bedrock formed
the feature’s northern wall) consisting of two rectangular stones set parallel to one
another approximately 0.75m part and two rounder stones set at the end of each of the
rectangular ones. was uncovered. A clay surface was also found within this bin. These
two features (the hearth and bin) sit approximately 0.70-0.80m above the level at which
wall B1904 bottomed out; no floor surface was found associated with them.

The entire trench was characterized by dense tumble within loose gravelly slope
wash, however. pails A2501.1-.5 represent the modern surface, and A2501.6-8 represent
the ancient wash zone. The tumble was less dense in the lowest pails, A2501.11 and
A2501.12. yet still present. After our initial pass was carried out stretching the full 4m
extent north of wall B1904, all subsequent passes were isolated to the southern third of
the trench just north of wall B1904. The pottery dates from A2500 ranged from LMIIIC
through to Hellenistic, with each pail representing the lack of uniformity in date that 1s
expected from an area of dramatic slope erosion.
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Concluding remarks: This trench was heavily disturbed by slope activity, and the
surface that was likely contemporary with the construction of wall B1904 (and the paved
room to its south for which B1904 served as the northern wall) had been eroded away.
Given the situation of the possible hearth (A2502) and bin (A2503), these features likely
date to an earlier phase of use, perhaps contemporary to the original phase of B100. They
survived in the face of extensive slope erosion because of their location against (and
protection offered by) the bedrock. As the two features appear associated because of
their shared level and proximity, the fact that they issue forth from the bedrock in
different directions suggests that this had previously been and open exterior space used as
a work area. The paved room (B146) could then have been built into this area at a later
stage. the unused space behind wall B131, and atop the hearth and bin, filled in at that
nme.
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