status considering the nice architecture, as seen in the well-worked threshold block and
doorway blocks of A1707. Access to the complex would have been from the northeast,
through A1000. Above the rooms to the south there was a small line of stones called A403
that was thought to be a shelf last summer (See trench reports for A300 and A400). When
excavation of A1706 was completed, another coarse of stones appeared in the same exact
line as those of A403. These might have been part of a small terrace wall, most of which
has eroded away, since it is in the same area as the poorly preserved section of A402. The
terrace wall might have been the southern boundary of a pathway that leads above the
complex including A400 and A1700.

A2300

Trench A2300 was excavated from 26 June to 3 July, 2003, by trenchmaster Peter
Vanaria, assistants Angela Ziskowski (Bryn Mawr), Lauren Hackman (Iowa State), Catelyn
Spencer (UNC), and Kris Capella (UNC), and workmen Manolis Dantes and Athanasios
Syritoules, Benchmark R6 (elevation 365.72) was used throughout the excavation.

Architecture and Trench Boundaries:

The southern boundary of the trench was a line of bedrock where excavation of
A200 had ended. The western boundary was eventually the cross-wall A1707. A2301 was
the eastern boundary of the trench, a curved wall that at first is aligned east-west, but then
curves to align north-south. Finally, the line of the spine wall that was called A1714 in the
room to the west continues into this trench as A2310. Other architectura] features in this
trench include a bedrock ramp leading west into a staircase, A2304, which leads up to the
pathway south of A1700 and A400. Along the northern edge of the staircase and bedrock,
a small terrace wall was built, A2314. Utilizing the eastern face of A1707 is a small bin:
A2312, which is 1.5 m long and .67 m wide.

Loct:

A2313 — Pre-bedrock

A2312 - Pre-bedrock inside bin

A2309, A2307 — Mostly packing with some traces of ceiling debris

A2308, A2306 — Mostly Ceiling Debris with some traces of packing and tumble
A2311, A1709 — Ceiling Debris and burnt material

A2305, A2303 — Tumble

A2302, A2300 — Topsoil

Depositional History:

I will separate the history of the strata by the three possible rooms that were
discovered in this trench: a roofed staircase, exterior space, and a small room with a bin.
Firstly, the staircase utilized worked bedrock into a ramp upon which a clay floor was laid,
revealed by pass A2308. The clay floor then appeared beneath the ramp, above what might
have been a drain sticking out of the spine wall A2310. The matrix of A2308 was roofing
clay along the bedrock ramp and in the northeast comer of the trench, but the traces of
roofing clay were more faint as the pass moved along the northern part of the trench,
leading into what might have been exterior space (This is only in passes A2308.2 and
A2308.3). A2306 also contained a matrix of roofing clay but included some burnt material
in the southwest comer (near the stairs A2304) and some tumble in the eastern part of the




locus. The tumble above the roofing clay was in A2303, and the topsoil in A2302. It
should be noted that the northeastern portion of A2300 (.8 m from the northernmost stone
in A2301) was dug as part of A1800. More specifically, A1801 and A1805.2 were topsoil
loci which should rightly be included as part of A1700.

The portion of the trench that might have been exterior space runs north of the
staircase and bedrock ramp, bounded by the terrace wall A2314, and just south of the spine
wall A2310. An exterior surface might have been reached just north of the staircase
A2304, as traces of a clay-like, hard-packed surface were discovered during the pass
A2309. The matrix of A2309 and A2308 (in this area) only had faint traces of ceiling
debris and was mostly loose, gravely soil, giving rise to the suggestion that this was
exterior space. A large amount of sherds, however, were found right above the exterior
floor surface, in A2309. A loomweight and a flat piece of bronze also were found in
A2309. There was no tumble at all in this area; A2302 was simply topsoil.

Finally, the western part of the trench could also be considered a separate room,
bounded by A1707 to the west and A2304 to the east and north. The room contained large
outcroppings of bedrock upon which the continuation of the stairs would have been built.
Packing and pre-bedrock material was above in A2313. The same matrix was found inside
the bin, which was A2312. Above, A2311 was a locus of ceiling debris and some burnt
material, as seen in the ashy soil, but did not come down upon a floor surface. Roofing
clay also appeared in the pass A1709, which was taken during the excavation of A1700,
just beyond the cross wall A1707. Above the roofing clay, A2305 was wall tumble, and
A2302 was topsoil.

Interpretation:

This very confusing area has been extremely difficult to decipher. As stated above,
it seems that there are three distinct areas in this trench, but this interpretation might not be
accurate. What is clear is the presence of a staircase (A2304), some of which was
unfortunately removed during A2305 before its correct identification. The bottom of the
staircase is approached by the bedrock ramp and would have been 4 steps up to a paved
area (which was removed) until the one step onto the proposed path running south of the
complex of A1700, A400, etc. The large amount of ceiling debris found on the bedrock
ramp has led me to believe that the stairway was covered. At the bottom of the ramp, the
access route is less clear. There might have been a step down next to the drain, but there
clearly would not have been access through the curved wall A2301. It is thought that the
path then might continue through what was excavated as A1800. Another theory is that the
path actually cuts back east towards the cross-wall A1707, but one would have had to step
up on another small outcropping of bedrock. If one continues east in this fashion, a stone
with a door pivot appears, and then one enters what might have been an exterior surface to
the north of the staircase and the terrace wall A2314. A2314 might have also helped
support the roof over the staircase. Again, this area was a bit confusing. Although we
definitely revealed a layer of clay, there were many sherds still visible in the matrix of the
soil below. Our gauge for the level of the exterior surface was the bottom of the coarse of
the terrace wall, but the floor surface might be further down, or perhaps there never was a
floor in this area, if it was exterior space. Access to the bin, which is south of the exterior
space, is also problematic. Since there is no clear access route through A1707, the best
theory about gaining access to the bin is relocating a slipped boulder into its proper position
and making the terrace wall A2314 in this area a stair. Then, in theory, one could utilize
the bin, but this seems like a roundabout and unorganized method of accessing it. The only
noteworthy find was actually above the bin: a stone quern that was .5 m long. Perhaps
there was specialized storage in the room with the bin, which was roofed like the stairs,




s

since there was also a lot of bone and pottery found both in the room and below it. More
speculation, and perhaps more excavation in the areas below and to the west of the trench,
might prove helpful in determining the original layout and function of these three areas.

A2400

Trench A2400 was excavated from 4 July to 9 July, 2003, by trenchmaster Peter
Vanaria, assistants Angela Ziskowski (Bryn Mawr), Lauren Hackman (Iowa State), Catelyn
Spencer (UNC), and Kris Capella (UNC), and workmen Manolis Dantes and Athanasios
Syritoules. Benchmark R1 (elevation 370.62) was used throughout the excavation.

Architecture and Trench Boundaries:

The trench was extended several times, especially to the south, in order to find more
definite architecture. Originally, the only wall in the trench was A201, and the area to the
north of it had been excavated in 2002. Now excavation was carried out to the south and
east of the wall, in the hopes that more of the wall would appear. The trench then extended
3.3 m to the east, ending beyond wall A2402, near wall A1804. A201 did extend back to
the wall A2402, only cut by a doorway. A2402 was the eastern boundary of the trench
south of A201, and 4 of its large stones were severely slipped out of place. 4.8 m south of
A201, a very badly preserved wall line appeared, called A2407. The western boundary of
the trench, which was 3.25 m from A2402, had no architecture but did have large
outcroppings of bedrock.

Loci:

A2406 — Ceiling Debris and Bedding/Pre-bedrock
A2404 — Ceiling Debris and Habitation Layer
A2405, A2403, A2401 — Wall Tumble

A2400 — Topsoil

Depositional History:

In this trench, two rooms were discovered, one of which was mostly excavated in
A200 in 2002. The northern room, which is rightly the room in A200, had a clay floor
surface along A201 and its doorway until A2402. Above the floor, locus A2404 contained
a thick layer of ceiling debris and evidence of burning, as seen in the large amounts of
carbon in the southeast corner of A201 and A2402. The rest of the room of A200 did not
have any traces of roofing clay or a floor surface since it lay directly in a large erosion
zone. Wall tumble lay above the roofing clay (A2403 and A2401) and topsoil above that
(A2400).

The room to the south of A200, accessed through the doorway, did not have any
traces of a floor surface. Therefore, this room might have been exterior space or all traces
of the floor have been eroded down the mountain. Locus A2406 did have traces of ceiling
debris within its matrix, especially in the eastern side of the trench near A2402. Above the
roofing clay, wall tumble appeared (A2305 and A2301) under a layer of topsoil A2400.

Interpretation:

The function of the two rooms cannot be determined simply from the features and
finds. As stated above, most of the room of A200 has eroded down the mountain, with the




small patch of floor excavated as A2400 having been left only by a large, fallen boulder
blocking it to the north. Whether the southem room was exterior space or a room also
cannot be determined. The reasoning that it was a covered room was due to the large
foundations for the wall A2402. The floor could have all eroded, but I find it strange that
we did not find any traces of the floor, even in the northeast corner of the room. There was
a small layer of ceiling debris, however, and although it could have washed down from
above (along with the large number of Hellenistic roof tiles that were found in this area, I
still think that the room was probably roofed. The western wall of the room was not found,
and probably no trace remains if further excavation was attempted, since it would have
been located in what is now a huge erosion zone, the same one above A200.

-~

Peter Vanaria
17 July, 2003
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. DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)):
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- . DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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. Year Os Trench/Locus AXA303 Excavator /7 ﬂ\/

Locus/Pottery Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments

Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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2 | : | |
: | :
| | | | | !
| | | | |
! | | | |
e ’ |
| | |
| | |
; | |
] |
L | | |
ADDITONAL COLLECTED MATERIAL

Locus/Pottery L SCnEs | Shed | Carbon | Pumice | Soll Other
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: '
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: '
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- Year Qz Trench/Locus A&M Excavator.: /ﬂﬂ\/ Elevations . 7y

. | . ) .- . Benchmark used:X{ RIAAR

: 20 Reading on

- _ | Benchmark: 707 %
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" DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
& Today's date: o & T Q3 Locus above: A 230 o -
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary): .
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‘Year 03 Trench/Locus /;L;LB(? 1/ Excavator @\/

et DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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Year Trench/Locus /@*30‘:’7 Excavator_ I A\/ Elevations 204
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Locus Interpretative Comments (What do you think this is? DATE your comments, continue on additional
pages if necessary):
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Pail Number Sample (specify)
Adog. ) | ki 3 Gt e .
I
L




= ) | AZORIA Pfoject /D p. i
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DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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. Year U Trench/Locus _ 7%3“7 Excavator. P \Av Elevations ;(L §71
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DEFINITION/DESCRIPTION of LOCUS (explain why you changed locus numbers):
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_ Year O 3 Trench/Locus 7A_) 31 Excavator__ A\/
Locus/Pottéry Weight of | Number | Chronology & Comments
Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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Year 03 Trench/Locus 1702307 Excavator /7/4 \/

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)): '
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