A1800 Final Trench Report (GRP)

Trench A1800 was excavated by Kristina Killgrove from 02 June 03 to 04 June 03. It
was continued by Gloria Park from 24 June 03 to 27 June 03 with workmen Michalis
and Michalis, and assistants Jennifer Ferris and Renee Wiederin.

Trench A1800 represents the sloped exterior space immediately north of Trench
A2100, adj acent to the wall A1802. The trench extends from an eastern bedrock
outcropping (highest point of the trench) to the spine wall to the west (lowest point). -
Trench A200 forms the northern limit of A1800 along a natural line of bedrock, and
wall A1802 (the northern wall of the kitchen A2100) marks the southern limit.
Benchmark R8 was used (366.488), though elevations in the trench notebook are
calculated with the benchmark elevation having a value of 0.0 m.

Depositional History/Conclusion

The western, upper section of A1800 produced no architecture, and bedrock was
exposed beneath the brush removal (A1801).

To the east, below the sloping bedrock, topsoil removal exposed a curved structure
with two low, narrow walls (now A1804) that lies just north of wall A2113. A1804
does not appear to be architecturally related to wall A2113. :

The upper, eastern wall of this feature is stepped up above the lower, western wall
(approx. 0.33 m.), thus giving the feature the appearance of a low, curved bench or
steps. The upper, western wall continues to the north and west as wall A2301 (See
Trench Report, A2300, excavated by PAV). The lower wall of this feature is in turn
stepped up (c. 0.29 m.) above a surface of reddish-brown clay with several paving
stones. This surface, however, seems not to be preserved further than 1.20 m. east of
A1804, perhaps due to erosion.

Though the form of structure A1804 does not immediately suggest a function, its
relationship to other features in the area is perhaps meaningful:

Just below (east) and slightly south of the feature, there a break in the spine wall was
1dentified (see Trench Report for A2100 for discussion of spine wall), at which two
probable steps were discovered. These, together with a short wall leading up from the
spine wall, seem to lead up to the area of the paved surface in front of the curved
structure A1804.

Additional steps were discovered in trench A2300 that follow the line of the steps
described above.

A1804, then, may represent a kind of landing or paved transitional space between two
flights of stairs—one leading up from the spine wall, and other leading along wall -
A2301. The continuation of the upper wall of A1804 as A2301 supports this notion.

Attempts to stratigraphically link A1804 with the lower spine wall steps, however, -
were not productive, as the floor was not preserved far enough east to establish a
relationship with the lower area.
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Locus List and Identification

A1801: clearing of brush
A1803: fill above paved floor
A1805: fill between eastern edge of paved floor and spine wall

Architecture List and Identification:

A1802: northern wall of Trench A2100, constructed of roughly rectangular stones,
threshold preserved; wall not preserved below erosion line

A1804: curved structure with narrow, low double walls and a small paved surface in

front (east) of it
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