Azoria 2004

Trench report for B1800
MCA

5 Julv, 2004

Introduction:

Test wench B1800 (irregular in shape but roughly 2 x 4m) was located on a low terrace
on the southeast slope of the south acropolis, east of B1400 and southeast of B1300. The
trenc’ assistants were Marie Archambeault, Dan Moeckly, Christine Pensa, Gypsy Price,
Tyler Reavell, and Mary Savig, and the trench supervisor was Mark Alonge. Excavation
was conzucled from 3 June to 7 June, 2004, The benchmark used was R2 (359.32m).

Becauce it is one of the few relatively flat terraces on the east side of the south acropolis
and further down-slope than previously excavated areas, B1800 was excavated to
investizate the extent of occupation on the site and the nature and chronology of activity
on thz sast slope.

Stratigraphic_summary:

1. topsoll: B1801 (B1801.1)

2. slope wash: B1802 (B1802.1-.2)
3. road surfaze: B1803 (B1803.1)

Benzzth the zopsoil and wash, what seems to be a road surface (running north-south)
was uncovered. The bedrock that slopes up from this point to the higher terrace of
B1300/B1100 and B300/B1400 may have been used as a ramp and formed part of the
same access route to other parts of the site as this road surface. If so, the road runs north
td soutn to meet the ramp, forming a sort of switchback as the ramp ascends from south
to nocih. Thz pottery collected from the road surface, both sitting on it and embedded in
it. wen all Archaic or earlier. The road surface itself was not excavated, however, to
veriiv an Archaic date for its construction. No finds of note were discovered while
excavating in B1800.

The terrace of B1800 is bounded on its east side by a large ancient wall, parts of which
are v gible firther south around the hill; clarifying the function of this wall — and the
possibility of uncovering associated features — might justify further work in this area, as
would further exposure of the road surface. However, the bedrock steadily encroached
on B1800 from the west, taking over half of the trench by the time the road surface was
uncovered.
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