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final report: B1900

Final Trench Report: B1900

Trenchmaster: Emily Anderson (ESKA)

Trench Workmen: A. Dantes (entire season), G. Souriadakis (entire season), G.
Kaminakis (weeks 6 and 7)

Trench Assistants: Rachael Christopherson and Anne Sassin (weeks 1, 3, 5, 7), William
Stevenson and Christine McCann (weeks 2, 4, 6) '

Datum Points: R17. elevation: 364.18; R16, elevation: 361.06
Excavation Dates: 1-7 June. 2004; 11 June, 2004
Location: Directly north of B100 and B400 on the western slope of the South Acropolis

Excavation was begun in this area in order to understand how this space, which
spans the contours of the South Acropolis as it rounds from its southern to western slope,
related to the possible domestic areas of B100 and B400 (both excavated in 2002) and
further to invesuigate this as a potential area of transition between this terrace and that of
A1900 and A2000 directly east and above B1900.

We began excavation with wall B142 (the north wall of B100)} exposed and
defining the southern boundary of our trench in the western portion of the trench, and an
exposed segment of paved floor B146, visible in the SW segment of the trench, serving
as a clear guide 1o our floor level. In the east, the large bedrock outcropping (directly
south of A2000) served to define our southern boundary. The eastemn line of the trench
extended approximately 2.50m north from the large bedrock outcropping to the line of a
large boulder, the southern face of which marked the northern boundary of the trench in
its eastern portion. The trench extended approximately 8.50m westward (down slope) to
the western limit of B1900.

In the western portion of the trench the paved floor surface (B146) was reached
with the pass associated with pail B1903.11. The floor was found to slope up in the east,
the stones uneven. This displacement was likely the result of earthquake activity, as
evidence of fallen stones is abundant across the site and the bordering wall B142 is
likewise noticeablv disturbed. No habitation debris was found that would indicate a
surviving occupational level on the paved floor, yet the matrix in the pass, that was
directly atop the floor plakas (B146), was markedly finer and darker, while still a loose
and somewhat gravelly wash. It 1s worth noting that the project’s architect, Rodney
Fitzsimmons (RDF), while cleaning B146 for drawing, encountered an area of burnt
matnx in a depression formed on the paved floor where the stones had apparently
buckled (pails B1903.12-.13). In the east, B146 met a large stone, apparently a
continuation of wall B131 (from B100 to the south) thus defining the eastern edge of the
paved floor. On the north, wall B1904, the top of which was exposed with our first
cleaning pass. formed the northern boundary for the room with paved floor B146. Locus
B1905 represents the area within the trench located directly north of wall B1904. This
locus was created in order to differentiate the spaces on the north side of the wall so to
facilitate stratigraphic distinction as we proceeded down to the floor.

Locus B1903 extended throughout the parameters of the trench. The higher pail
numbers (B1903.7-.10) were characterized by fist-sized and larger tumble within gravelly
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final report: B1900

wash. The lower pail numbers (pails B1903.1-.6) contained a smaller proportion of
tumble. and some tumble of smaller stones, yet within the same loose and gravelly wash.

Locus B1906 was isolated to the portion of the trench east of the large stone of
wall B131 that served as the eastern wall of the room with paved floor B146. This locus
consisted entirely of tumble, some of which was quite large and represented obvious
stones slipped from walls B149 and B1904, within fill.

Locus B1902 and the higher portion of B1903 (pails B1903.1-.6) represented the
zone of ancient slope wash. This wash was loose and gravelly containing some tumble
from above on the slope and likely from wall B149. Locus B1901 represents the modemn
surface. also consisting of loose gravelly slope wash and some tumble. The highest
course of wall B149 was uncovered in this initial locus, defining the eastern boundary for
the space of B1900.

Every locus in this trench contained a wide date range for found pottery,
extending from LMIIIC through Hellenistic and including pails B1903.11-.13 that
represent excavation directly atop the paved floor. Clearly this slope has suffered a great
deal of erosion and anyv firm depositional context has been lost.

Concluding remarks:

It appears that the room bound by wall B142 in the south, wall B1904 in the
north. the large stone of wall B131 in the east, and having as a floor paved surface B146,
was added in a later stage of the Archaic period than that of the original phase of B100.
It 1s likely that the construction of this paved room was contemporary with the
installation of wall B131 through B100. Further, a large fallen boulder situated at the SE
commer of this paved room may have been incorporated into the room’s construction,
perhaps even defining the line of the eastern w~'l. The fact that no clear occupational
debris was found atop paved floor B146 is likely due to both the location of the room at
the bottom of a steep slope (thus greatly disturbed by slope erosion) and possibly to the
continual cleaning that a paved surface would likely have received preventing noticeable
deposition.

The arca east of wall B131, treated as locus B1906 after wall B131 was
uncovered. likelyv was exterior space used prior to the construction of the paved room,
perhaps during the earlier phase of the Archaic period associated with the construction of
B100. A small hearth and bin (A2502 and A2503), uncovered during the excavation of
A2500 (directly to the north of B1900), share this exterior space, and further point to
some sort of work area having been located here.

Stratigraphical Summary:

-Modern surfuce. slope wash, gravelly containing some tumble: B1900, B1905.1

-Ancient slope wash. loose, gravelly, containing some tumble: B1902, B1903.2-.6
-Tumble. fist-sized and larger, within slope wash: B1903.7-.10; B1906.1-5

-Finer dark muairix. somewhat gravelly and loose, from directly atop paved floor B146:
B1903.11, B1903.12-.13

-heavv large vwall tumble: B1906.6-.9
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AZORIA Project P Z.
Yearﬂ Trench/Locus B/ﬁJBA Excavator & S&A

DESCRIPTION of PROGREESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associate.d
pottery pail(s)]: '
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- AZORIA Project P

Year 04/ Trench/Locus ﬂ/ﬁﬁ-_i Excavator ESKA.
- DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: ' / ‘p N
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- AZORIA Project p. L/

Year 2204 Trench/Locus 31995 . Excavator Fs5£ 4
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]: ' .
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AZORIA Project p.\5

Year ZodY  Trench/Locus g/?ﬂé | Excavator g’s’k,q

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify assocnated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p._r

Year 200 Trench/Locyus &8 B/773 Excavator & S/ A

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)):
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AZORIA Project
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AZORIA Project P-_K

ye?ripi"/_ Trench/locus _ 5/703 . Excavator & S4A

DESCRIP_TION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p._7

YearZ0O  TrenchiLocus 5/743? Excavator 55{/74\
DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated
pottery pail(s)] (T, GETIY 5657475590 (555 4 o) )
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Year L0 20 Trench/Locus

AZORIA Project

/ §/705 Excavator ESM

DESCRIPTION of PROGRESS of EXCAVATION [date each entry and identify associated

pottery pail(s)]:
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AZORIA Project p.1
-
Year 220 7 Trench/Locus é/?o 1// Excavator ESKA Elevations
‘ : ' Benchmark used:
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AZORIA Project

p.2

Year_ 2094  TrenchiLocus _ {3/90Y Excavator_£ S& A

Locus/Pottery Weight of : | Number | Chronology & Comments

Pail Number Sherds of Sherds
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OBJECTS
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AZORIA Project p.1
Year /7 00 L’fTrench/Locus 6/‘7 &15 Excavator .9-"5&/& - Elevations
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