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Introduction Carolina planning

The majority of Americans live within the
Nation's cities and towns, and one of the more
exciting opportunities of the planning
profession is the part we are able to play in

determining the future of this man-made envir-
onment. The problem presented to planners
is not only what the future of the city should
be, but also how that future can be achieved
in an efficient and equitable manner. This
issue of aarolina planning features articles
of interest to those concerned with the
implementation of local plans.

The increasing popularity of neighborhood
planning as a adjunct to city-wide
comprehensive planning forms the basis for
two of our articles in this issue. In "CRA,
Planners, and Neighborhood Development," Erica
Pascal discusses the effect of the Community
Reinvestment Act upon neighborhood conservation
and revi tal i zat ion . William Rohe provides a

look at the experience of two current
neighborhood planning programs, and provides
some suggestions to improving such programs
in his article "Contemporary Neighborhood
Planning: A Critique of Two Operating Programs.'

At the other end of the urban spectrum
lies the issue of the management of growth
at the urban fringe. Owen J. Furuseth, in his

article "If We Are Really Serious About
Protecting Agricultural Land in North Carolina,"
offers some criticisms and suggestions for
the design of farmland preservation ordinances.
In a related article, David S. McLoed
discusses the latest legal status of the issue
of agricultural nuisances in newly developing
residential areas.

With this issue of Carolina planning we
are offering a new department to our normal
subject matter. This new feature, the Book
Rev lew , will bring you a summary and critique
of a recent publication related to the subject
matter contained in other articles in each
issue. We, at Carolina planning, hope that
this new service will be of interest to our
readers, and we invite you to participate
by letting us know of other publications that

would be of interest to planners.

As usual, we invite our readers to submit
manuscripts for publication in future editions
of the magazine, and we welcome your comments
on the design and content of op. We
appreciate your continued support of our
efforts.
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CRA, PLANNERS^ AND NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT ERICA PASCAL

The author examines the potential of the Community Reinvestment Act as
a tool for neighborhood revitalization and the role for local planners
in effectively using that tool to encourage reinvestment in lower
income neighborhoods

.

LELAND C. BARBOUR

ASSESSING COMMUNITY CREDIT NEEDS

PLANT CLOSINGS: A LOCAL ECONOMIC PLANNING DILEMMA

A case study in Durham, North Carolina outlines problems arising from
a large plant shutdown and makes recommendations for dealing with the
plight of the workers

.

CONTEMPORARY NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING: WILLIAM M. ROHE

A CRITIQUE OF TWO OPERATING PROGRAMS LAUREN B. GATES

The authors examine the neighborhood-based citizen participation programs
in Raleigh and Wilmington , North Carolina , paying particular attention to
their accomplishments and factors responsible for those aaaomplishments

.

Also offered are recommendations for the organization and operation of
neighborhood-based citizen participation programs

.

NUISANCE SUIT PROTECTION FOR FARMS: DAVID S. MCLOED

NORTH CAROLINA LAW TAKES A NEW APPROACH
The 1979 Session of the North Carolina General Assembly enacted legis-
lation to protect farm operations from nuisance suits under certain
circumstances . The author explains the law, its applicability , and
its importance to land use planning efforts

.

IF WE ARE REALLY SERIOUS ABOUT PROTECTING OWEN J. FURUSETH

AGRICULTURAL LAND IN NORTH CAROLINA ...

The author points out the need to protect farmland as acreage declines
and questions a present method of accomplishing this obj eotive - the
differential Property Tax Assessment . He also suggests alternatives

.
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