Azoria 2003
B700 (SZP)

FINAL TRENCH REPORT: B700

Trenchmaster: Sheri Pak (SZP)

Trench Assistants: Robby Cuthrell and Hallie Franks (weeks 3, 5, and 7); Abbie
Bollans, Anne Sassin, and Erica Zimmerman (weeks 4, 6, and 7).

Trench Workmen: Pandelis Hatzidakis and Iannis Papadakis (entire season); Matina
Papadaki (week 7)

Datum Points: There was only one datum point used during the excavation of this
trench. It was R9 and its elevation is 355.625. masl. Elevations in the trench
notebook used a value of 0 for the benchmark. |
Excavation Dates: June *™ to June 24", 2003

Location: Trench B700 is located immediately north of B1200, and south of B1500.
It is bounded by wall B703, running ca. 3.50 m N-S on the east, wall B711, running
ca. 4.40 m W-E to the north and wall B706, running ca. 4.70 m W-E on the south.
The western boundary is approximately 1.0 m west of wall B717, the length of which
is ca. 3.70 m. The dimensions of the interior space is ca. 2.50 x 4.50 m and its main
axi1s runs west-east.

Purpose of Excavation: Excavation of B700 was begun by Nichole Doub (NMD)
earlier this season. The purpose of excavation was to identify the nature of the
interior space bounded by the walls B711, B703 and B706, and its western limit..
Depositional History: Excavation ended with a floor surface of packed clay, which
extends throughout the interior space bounded by walls B703, B706, B717, B711.
The level of floor was determined by several architectural features, floor plakas, stone
bases and a shallow bin/bench along B706. Furthermore, a series of ceramic scatters
(large pithoi, hydriae and amphorae) and objects (loomweight, ceramic stopper,
pithos covers) covered the surface, embedded in roofing clay. These were excavated
as locus B722, the occupation stratum. The floor was extremely well preserved and
uniform, with some pitting out along the east face of B717 due to the impact of
slipped wall stones, and by the west doorjamb in B711. The threshold in B711 is
marked by to flanking floor plakas just south of the actual doorway. The west edge of
the west plaka comprises part of the built door pivot along with two small stones
deeply set into the floor.

Another architectural feature is the shallow bin with tumble along B706. Only a
single course of medium sized (ca. 25-45 cm) is preserved. There is the possibility
that this may also be a low bench that was filled out with pack clay but the orientation
of the three stones in the middle and the presence of a pithos sherd inside makes this
less likely.

There were also two worked stone bases found, one in the southeast corner and the
other roughly 80 cm west of it. Both are circular and large (ca 40 cm circumference;
16 cm tall) with a depression in the middle. The west base 1s especially well
constructed and was uncovered with a pithos base in situ. The depression had been
filled with packed clay (ca. 2 cm deep) to create a level surface for the vessel.
Another base was excavated from the southeast corner near the other stone base.
However, the depression in this other base is smaller and does not seem large enough
to support the pithos.

B722 not only includes the habitation debris, but also some destruction material
(evidence of burning , some tumble and roofing clay). Above this, was a layer of
burning, tumble and roofing clay as well as the-upper deposits of the pithos scatters.
The burning appears to have been most severe in the east end of the room, especially
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in and around the threshold area of B7 11. A deep stratum of tumble lay atop this
level, as represented by loci B718, B716, and B715. The matrix of B718 includes
tumble, roofing clay and an abundance of pithos sherds, part of the upper scatters.
B716 also contains tumble and pithos sherds but very little roofing clay. B715
appears to be a clear level of tumble with relatively few pithos sherds. The depth of
the pithos scatters through loci B722, B721, B718, and B716, illustrates the excellent
state of preservation found with the excavation of this room. At least seven complete
pithoi have been recovered as well as an additional half base (with a band of cranes)
in this room.

Above this was a deep layer of tumble excavated by NMD as loci B710 and B705.
The tumble appears most congentrated in the east end, along the west face of B703. A
stratum of modern surface material lay above and is represented by loci B700 (it is
unclear in the trench notebook if this should be B701) and B702.

Conclusions: This interior space appears to have functioned as a storage unit for the
food preparation room to the north (B1500). Communication between these two areas
was facilitated by the doorway in B711. Access was controlled by a door, suggested
by the built door pivot in the southwest corner of the threshold. Aside from several
large storage vessels, there is also evidence of smaller jugs and fineware cups. The
size of both units, the construction of the walls/doorways, the numbers of large
storage vessels, the quantity and range of finds (especially in B1500), the size and
quality of the plakas and stone bases reflects an elevated function for this architectural
complex (not yet completely defined). Further excavation to the north of B1500 is
necessary to identify additional rooms and the relationship and function of this large
building to the Archaic community.

B700’s relationship to the room to the south is unclear. There is no apparent access
between the two spaces. In addition, the disparate nature of the two west walls (B717
and B1211), the depth of B1211, and the pottery from the floor surface associated
with B1211 suggest that the complex (B700 and B1500) of two rooms (so far) was a
later addition. Neolithic pottery and two Neolithic walls were discovered in the last
weeks of excavation in B1200, below the Archaic floor surfaces. The walls are
oriented in such a manner to suggest that there is a Neolithic interior space north of
B1220 and under the Archaic floor in B700. Further excavation beneath this floor
surface will be necessary to confirm this.

Cut to the Chase:

Floor: Archaic

B722: habitation debris atop floor with some destruction debris
B721: destruction debris — roofing clay, tumble, burn material
B718: tumble, roofing clay and pithos sherds

B716: tumble and pithos sherds

B715: tumble

B710 and B705: tumble excavated by NMD

B702 and B700: modern surface material excavated by NMD

9 N O R W

NOTES: Sherds from the pithos scatters were collected in crates and stored for
conservation. A master list of pottery pails organized by individual scatters is
attached to this report. Pithos sherds from upper loci were separated from fineware
pottery and also stored.
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Azoria B700: Pithos Scatter Pails

Pithos A (possibly 2 pithoi — half

base with crane band) _ Pithos H
B722.3 B722.12
B722.8 Upper scatter in:
B722.9 B721.15-17
B722.14 B721.19-20
Upper scatter in: B721.23-24
B721.2-8 B721.28
B721.30
Hydria B B721.
B722.18
Parts possibly in: Bowl I
B721.1 B722.21
Parts possibly in:
Hydria C B721.10
B722.17 B721.21

Parts possibly in:
B721.1

B721.10
B721.21

Pithos D
B722.10
B722.15

Upper scatter in:
B7219
B721.11-14
B721.22

Pithos E
B722.11

Upper scatter in:
B721.9
B721-11-14
B721.22
B721.26

Hydria F
B722.20
B722.23

Parts possibly in:
B721.10

B721.21

Pithos G
B722.16
B722.19

Upper scatter in:
B721-11-14

B721.22 and B721.26

Unknown vessel J (could be part of B
or C)
B722.22

Unknown vessel K
B722.25

Pithos L
B722.24

Upper scatter in:
B721.25
B721.26

Parts possibly in:
B721.11-14
B721.22

Pithos (from SE corner)
B721.27

B721.32

B721.33

Parts possibly in with Pithos H

Pithos E, G, H
B721.15-17
B721.19-20
B721.23-24
B721.28
B721.30
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