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Transcript 
[Initial sections redacted]
 I: Have you ever heard about PrEP?
P: I think I was ever told.
I: What were you told?
P: (no response)
I: Where were you told?
P: I think I was not told about PrEP but Loop.
I: What were you told?
P: I was told about the contraceptive method that is inserted in the vagina…
I: Oh, it was about family planning?
P: Yes.
I: Oh, PrEP is a new HIV prevention drug. This is the drug that is taken by HIV negative persons who feel that they are at a risk of HIV infection. If they feel that they can be at a risk for one year, it means they will take PrEP for that period. So they have made this drug so that people who are at a risk of HIV infection should be protected. 
P: So that they should be protected...?
I: Yes. So what is the level of your interest in this drug...? The person is supposed to take it when s/he is at a risk of infection but if the risk is over s/he can stop depending on the circumstances of the person. What happens with this drug is that it inhibits the multiplication of the virus and even if you have been exposed... because the virus cannot multiply, you cannot contract the virus. 
P:  You cannot contract it?
I: Yes, you cannot... This drug will soon be introduced in Malawi so that when a person is exposed to HIV, s/he should not be infected.
P: Like the way I am that I am HIV negative... can I take this drug?
I: Yes, if you are at a risk. You have said that you are not at a risk yah...?
P: Yes...
I: But for those who feel they are at a risk when they think of what they do... so they protect themselves prior... just as people do with condoms to say “where I am going I don’t know what will happen...” yah?
P: Yes...
I: Yah so they are the ones who take these drugs. So these drugs cannot be taken by HIV positive individuals... They cannot stop taking ARVs and start taking PrEP... no. These are only for individuals who are at... 
P: At a risk...
I: Yes, at a risk of infection... So considering my explanation of this drug which really protects if it is taken consistently... Can you take this drug if you can be given chance of accessing it?
P: I can take if I am at a risk...
I: If you are at a risk...?
P: Yes.
I: So do you think your level of interest in this drug is low, high or ongoing?
P: (No response).
I: Are you interested in this drug or not?
P: I am interested.
I: So what are you interested with in this drug?
P: I am interested because this drug is good because it is taken prior to exposure when you are at a risk so that you should not be infected.
I: Okay. With what you have heard about this drug... has it given you any worry?
P: No.
I: You don’t have any worry?
P: Yes.
I: Okay. What if you may start taking this drug and you experience drowsiness or nausea every time you take it, can you continue taking them?
P: I can continue so that I should not think about the vomiting... I should just be taking them.
I: What implications can be there in a family or relationship if a person starts taking these drugs?
P: It can bring good things...
I: What good things?
P: So that we should be taking them prior because we are at a risk.
I: Do you think it can cause conflicts, problems, lack of trust or not...?
P: It cannot bring conflict because you have agreed with your partner.
I: Ok. So as this drug is coming... what do you think about how it should be packed and be provided so that it should be confidential to the people taking them?
P: We can put it on a confidential place so that no one should access them.
I: To the manufacturers... should they pack them in bottles... in packets... should they be in a soluble form...? How should they be? In your opinion... which form do you think is good for this drug?
P: They should be in a bottle.
I: What type of bottle?
P: A small bottle.
I: So where do you think is the convenient place for these drugs to be distributed to the youths?
P: It can be like at Girl Power.
I: MH... a place like Girl Power?
P: Yes.
I: Why a place like Girl Power?
P: Because it is confidential.
I: I have said that a person taking these drugs should be taking them daily right?
P: Daily...
I: Yes, daily... and you know that it is difficult for the youths to take things like these... what do you think we can do so that the youths should remember?
P: (No response) ...
I: Today I should take... tomorrow I take...
P: Taking them every morning?
I: Do you think the right time is to take them every morning?
P: Yes. If you have a phone you can be setting an alarm to say “it’s time to take the drugs.”
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