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FINAL REPORT FOR A800
MSE
14 July 2003

A800 is located south of A1100, north of A1900, east of A600, and west of A100.
The room/andreion was excavated in 2002, but the exact location of the back/east wall
(A808) remained unclear, due to the extensive slippage/tumble of stones. Excavations
were conducted this season only in and behind the projected area of that wall, which is
located between walls A807 and A812. The size of the area excavated was ~3.65 x 1.20
m.

The workmen for this trench were Bangelis Phiorakis, Stelios Koutsakis,
Demetrios Chalchiadakis, and Nikos Kophinakis. The trench assistants were Sarah Levin
Richardson, Emily Anderson. and Stephanie Beach and the trench supervisor was
Melissa Eaby. Excavations were conducted from 27 June - 2 July 2003. The
benchmarks used were R1 (+370.62 m.) and R4 (+365.74 m.).

The strata for the excavated area were: pure wall tumble and wall tumble mixed
with roofing clay (A822=A802; 805: 806; 809) and pure roofing clay (A824.1-2=A813),
which came down on the poorly preserved floor surface mixed with pre-bedrock
(A824.5=A813.3; 815). Wall tumble passes (A822.1-3) included moderate amounts of
bone and Archaic, Hellenistic, and LM I1IC pottery, while A822.4 contained bone and
Archaic pottery. A pair of agrimi horns was found near the NE corner in cleaning with
pass A822.3. In addition, pure roofing clay passes included a loomweight and possible
stone tool, together with only small amounts of Archaic pottery and bone.

Excavation revealed the actual back/east wall of the building, A823, together with
the packing behind it (bottom of A822.2). Cross-walls A807 and 812 both appear to abut
this wall. A823 seems to be the original back wall of this room, extending down to the
floor/pre-bedrock. This wall likely continues into A1100 and joins up with the extension
of A821, the original archaic cross-wall of the building. It may also continue into A1900,
though this is currently unclear. No other trace of the previously identified possible
Hellenistic floor (A 810) was found; it appears to have been merely a patch of ceiling
clay mixed in with the tumble. Thus wall A807, previously identified as Hellenistic, may
actually be earlier, possibly reflecting later Archaic changes to this building, and
Hellenistic activity in the area may have been restricted primarily to an extensive
terracing of this part of the hill, as observed in A1900, possibly for buildings on the
summit of the hill.

This season’s brief excavations thus do not appear to contribute to the
interpretation of this building as an andreion. One interesting point to note is that the
large boulder/bedrock found imbedded in the floor is located nearly exactly 2 meters out
from wall A823, and may have served some function in the room, rather than merely
having fallen in at a later date. Excavation in this area most significantly brings into
question the exact nature of Hellenistic activity in this area of the site.
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