Azoria 2004

Trench Report for A600
PL

09 Julv. 2004

Introduction:

In 2004, an extension was added to the trench A600. The workmen for this
extension were Manolis Dantes and Athanasis Syritoudes. The trench assistants were
Sarah Falb, Elizabeth Mckinley-Ward, Charles Newsome and Lisa Niro. The trench
supervisor was Paul Lesperance. This continuation of A600 was dug between the 4" and
the 7% of June, 2004. The benchmark used was R3 (364.24m).

The extension of A600 was a rough rectangle measuring 3.39m on the west,
2.02m on the north, 3.60m on the east and 1.57m on the south. It bordered two previously
excavated kitchens. It was bounded in the east by the wall A609, on the south partially by
the wall A604, and in the north by trench A1600. The purpose of continuing the trench
A60C was to try and clarify the relationship and means of communications between the
two kitchens to the east and south and the other rooms further north.

Stratigraphic Report:

The trench was dug as three loci. First, the modemn topsoil was removed in one
shallow pass as A650 (pail 1). Below this locus, the soil was fairly similar but was
hopeiully less disturbed by modern processes and showed more signs of wall tumble, so
it was given its own locus as A651 (pails 1-3). Pail A651.3, which was the lowest,
showed signs of hitting the hard packed gravelly packing layer for a floor without any
indication of a floor above. A651.3 also surrounded an area of increased tumble, which
was given its own locus (A652) and cleaned as A652.1, up against wall A609. After
cleaning, A652 revealed an area of paving.

Pottery of the Archaic Period was present in each pail removed from the trench.
However, it was usually mixed up with that of other periods, including Late Minoan I1IC
and Hellenistic. No objects of note were recovered.

Interpretation:

For the most part, it would seem that the extension of A600 was heavily damaged
by erosion and tumble from further upslope to the point that most of its ancient floor has
been washed away. It is unclear what function the pavers served, since the paved patch is
not in line with either of the doors into the area from the kitchen. It may be that either the
paved area once extended to a greater extent, perhaps fronting the doors as part of a street
or path, or that the doors (especially that through the wall A609) have been misidentified.
Another possibility is that the paved area served as some sort of area for a specific
activity related to the kitchens but needing to be off to one side of the means of access.
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