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August 31, 1994
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(Technical note: The interview takes place at the Country Cafe, in a room with concrete floors, ceiling and walls. The audio quality is marred throughout from interference of surrounding noise: accelerating cars, buses and transfer trucks, striking clocks, voices of others in the adjoining space, and the squeaky chair where Mr. Jennings sits, all amplified and echoed in the concrete-clad space. Mr. Jennings does not speak forcefully, and background noise competes with his words during parts of the recording.)

(Overview: The interview was conducted to collect information and artifacts for an upcoming exhibition about sports and leisure activities in the county, to be mounted at The Hiddenite Center. Mr. Jennings has a good quality photograph of the first football team in the county (circa 1927), and is initially considered a good source of information on other sports in the county. Consequently, I repeatedly steer the conversation away from other topics and return it to discussion of sports teams in the 1920s-1930s. Gradually it becomes clear that Mr. Jennings has stories about local history and local sports. He enters two cycles of tales about lawyers, the last one containing bawdy humor among men. Several of the stories are about the legendary Romulus Zachariah Linney, (1841-1910) a U.S. Congressman from 1895-1901. Linney was elected to the N.C. Senate in 1870, 1873, and 1882. A Civil War veteran wounded at the Battle of Chancellorsville, he was the great great great grandfather of American actress Laura Linney. Mr. Jennings’ stories concern the humorous and often bawdy stories told in Alexander County about Senator Linney’s wit and character. 

Because Mr. Jennings’ brother was a lawyer in Taylorsville, many of the stories concern criminal activities. One story recounts the day of a bank robbery in the town that resulted in four men being put to death. Another concerns the legal system that both protected and convicted men who owned and operated a nightclub in the county, the Silver Moon. Mr. Jennings also has a long-standing friendship with Horace “Bones” McKinney, the former basketball coach at Wake Forest and a popular sports commentator in the state’s basketball circles. Jennings shares the mischievous story of how their friendship developed, as well as a recent handwritten card expressing appreciation for a recent golf outing. Mr. Jennings is a retired salesman and throughout the interview, his recollections and his reflections about himself suggest a temperament that suited the career, and enjoyment of the connections his traveling profession earned.)

