Photo Project Proposal

The Daily Tar Heel Photo Desk

This proposal must be typed and submitted via email to the Photo Editor at dthphoto@gmail.com.  Incomplete proposals will not be read.

1. Sum up your idea in 300 words or less.  Give it a working title.

This would be a photo story about (and tentatively called) The Jordan Lake Arts and Music Festival, held on October 4th and 5th. The festival is in its first year, and includes 5 stages with 18 bands, all but three of them connected to if not from North Carolina. Among them are Chapel Hill band Bombadil, Greensboro band The Urban Sophisticates, a zydeco act, a bluegrass band, a 78-year-old Durham blues musician, a UNC graduate singer/songwriter, and more! It’s at Jordan Lake, which should be beautiful this time of year, and features “an interactive Kid Zone, fabulous food, guided trail hikes and dance classes.” I think it could be an interesting story about the different types of music in the area coming together into one festival. I could illustrate this in pictures of the bands and the different people who enjoy them! It would make a nice contrast. I can also get shots of the dance classes, kids, and other things that will be going on. All of the proceeds go to a good cause—“Save Jordan Lake,” which aims to clean up the lake. I think this would provide a great variety of shots that would describe the event much better than words. There will be a ton going on and a ton to look at.
Here is the official website: http://www.jordanlakeartsandmusic.org/

2. Why should this be a photo story?  Is it newsworthy?  Will other people be interested?  Why should I care?  Is it appropriate for the Daily Tar Heel?  Has it been done before?

Like I said above, this would have a huge variety of shots, and it is really a community thing—people will come from probably across the state to go to this event, which is focused on North Carolina bands. The photos will definitely tell a better, more comprehensive story than a written story. Plus, the event is just starting out and will be continuing in future years, which will bring an event that sounds like a lot of fun to the attention of our readers! In addition, it covers a lot of types of music, so it will be relatable for everyone. This is right up the alley of UNC students, and it’s at Jordan Lake, which is not very far and a nice place to spend a Saturday. While music photos have definitely been done in the DTH before, I haven’t seen a festival covered except maybe the smaller Carrboro Music Festival, but this will be bigger and more unusual!
3. How long do you plan to work on this?  List any specific events/dates that you will need to be there for and why.  List any scheduling conflicts.

The whole event takes place in one weekend, October 4th and 5th, 9-6 or so both days. I plan to be there for the whole time both days. This doesn’t leave much time to design the page, so I would probably do that ahead of time and plan out the page and know what kinds of shots I need before I go. There is enough going on for me to potentially go to the festival only for Saturday, put the page together on Sunday, and have it ready for Monday, but that’s not ideal. I also plan to call people before and after to find out how much money was raised, what exactly it will be funding, what will be going on that the festival so I know where I should be, etc. The only scheduling problems I have that weekend would be my photo shift Saturday 9-2, and maybe Thursday 3-8 since I will have a lot to do the week before the festival.
4. Do you have access?  If not, how do you plan to get it?

It’s open to the public.

5. Describe 3 to 5 potential shots.

1. Big Fat Gap bluegrass band, a close-in shot including their instruments (banjo, mandolin, guitar, violin) and the bluegrass band feel, they play in the early afternoon so it will be bright and outside-y, which is perfect for bluegrass!
2. Yo Mama’s Big Fat Booty Band, “a new funk phenomenon” from Asheville. They seem to have 8 or so eclectic-looking members—get them in action, maybe with some of the crowd in the shot, since the crowd supposedly always dances when this band plays! These bands could contrast each other—they’re way different but they both have the words “big fat” in their names. Pretty cool.

3. Kids interacting in the interactive kids zone—something adorable, the kid looks like he or she is having a good time. Maybe blowing bubbles, building sand castles, playing with puppies. Something with action. Shows the whole scope of the festival, that it’s not just about the music, but brings people together!
4. Shot of Jordan Lake—something unusual, somewhere that needs to be cleaned if I can find a spot that looks polluted or trashed. This would illustrate what the festival aims to do—clean up Jordan Lake.
5. Dance classes! I could get some great blurred motion shots here of people having a good time, maybe some awkward people learning to dance—hopefully it will show the diversity that this festival should draw.
6. Do you want to include any other form of media?  Audio, video, interactivity?  How will you use it?

Video could be really fun—there should be a lot of stuff going on, and it could show how big the festival is without just being a shot of people’s heads like a photo might be. It can show more action. I don’t think audio would work well—the crowd might overpower it, and I can’t guarantee I can get close to the bands.
7. What equipment will you need (camera, lenses, flash, audio kit, video camera, car, monopod, etc.)?  Are there any auxiliary expenses?

I would need a DTH camera with a 70-200mm lens and a video camera. I can use my own Nikon D40x with 18-55mm lens for most of the shots!
Auxiliary expenses include the $40 ticket if I can’t get into the festival for free, and gas for both days. It’s closer than Hillsborough, so it shouldn’t be much. I can’t find a price for parking, but I imagine it will be free.

