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In 1947--one year after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Morgan v. Virginia that segregation on interstate travel was unconstitutional--16 courageous men, eight black and eight white, traveled the upper South together by bus on the nation's first "freedom ride" to challenge Jim Crow laws. You Don't Have to Ride Jim Crow! documents this little-known early chapter in the modern civil rights movement, as five veterans of the original "Journey of Reconciliation" retrace their historic trip nearly half a century later. The 58-minute film tells its story through the recollections and present-day travels of the surviving 1947 freedom riders, interspersed with narrative providing legal and social context. It also features Irene Morgan, the plaintiff in the landmark 1946 case who, 11 years before Rosa Parks, spurred the challenge to legal discrimination in interstate travel.
