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(Technical note: Audio quality is moderate to poor in terms of capturing the narrative of individual speakers, and in terms of song lyrics. The church is equipped with a public address system fed through a single microphone at the front of the room, and an electrified keyboard and drum provide accompaniment throughout the service. The in-house amplification system is loud, and sound distortion through the speakers is nearly constant. The church Elder leading the morning service presents a strong, ecstatic style of narration and direction, often shouting, clapping, stomping his feet, and urging congregants to do the same. Congregants respond with a profusion of exhortations, affirming the praises from the dais and their personal emotions. Nearly every segment of speech is problematic for transcription. Fragments of words and phrases are audible and transcribed accordingly. The keyboard musician adapts repeating runs of notation up and down the musical scale loud or soft, fast or slow, in keeping with the tenor of the speaker’s message from the podium. Transcription contains many instances of inaudible sound. Audio quality of keyboard music is very good, as is the shout style of worship encouraged and practiced throughout the service.)

(Overview: This recording of a Sunday worship service documents a church family with a highly participatory order of worship and an ecstatic hold on the Holy Spirit. The church leadership of reverend, elders and deacons share places of honor with women carrying the title of evangelist, overseer and first lady. Together they conduct the service as listeners who encourage members to witness with fervent emotions the everyday business of living, recounting the ways they turn to God and faith to overcome setbacks large and small. The music is electrified, loud and up-tempo and anyone can raise a song, with musicians and other congregants joining by the second and third lines of the verse. The service proceeds with a steady momentum of witnessing and raising songs, with frequent clapping and verbal encouragement to rely upon religious practice and praise. Instrumentation includes an electric keyboard, a drum set, and a tambourine. Performance reflects an exuberant gospel style as the spirit fills the body with joy that overflows in singing, foot stomping and shouting. Momentum builds from a plaintive retelling of the past week’s challenges, and the continuing enthusiasm from the past week’s nightly services. The church is completing a weeklong convocation and is hosting a guest preacher, who is designated Bishop of the denominational association. The choir also is identified as part of the week’s meetings and discussions, performing as the convocational choir. As the service proceeds onto Tape 2, fundraising efforts are emphasized repeatedly as the church rallies to construct a new facility.)
