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November 13th March for Justice, Democracy and Reconciliation in Greensboro Marks 25th Anniversary of Greensboro Massacre
 
GREENSBORO, N.C. – Over two hundred fifty groups and individuals locally, regionally and nationally have endorsed and sponsored the Anniversary March to be held on November 13th for Justice, Democracy and Reconciliation. The march will begin near the site of the November 3, 1979 shootings by Ku Klux Klansmen and American Nazis and will end at Greensboro’s governmental plaza, with speeches and music at each site. 

 

March endorsers include four of the five local student government associations, the North Carolina AFL-CIO and American Civil Liberties Union, and national church, civil rights and civil liberties organizations. For a list see www.gjf.org. 

 

The night before, Friday November 12th, participants will hold a candlelight walk to the graveyard where four of the five activists killed in the 1979 Greensboro lie buried. They will then convene for worship at a local church.

 

Distinguished guests for the series of commemoration events that have stretched from the end of October to the coming weekend include the UNITE-HERE International Union President Bruce Raynor, Naomi Tutu, granddaughter of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, veteran civil rights activists Vincent Harding and Anne Braden, and nationally acclaimed playwright Emily Mann.

 

With the milestone anniversary, the Greensboro Truth & Community Reconciliation Project (GTCRP) is moving into a new phase. The Commission, seated during a swearing-in ceremony in June, soon will engage the public in its historic work.

 
Meanwhile, the Project’s initiators, the Beloved Community Center of Greensboro and the Greensboro Justice Fund of Northampton, Mass., are leading a coalition of organizations working to rally Greensboro citizens and people from around North Carolina and the country to show their support for the historic Commission.

 

Modeled on truth-seeking efforts in South Africa, Peru and elsewhere, the GTCRP is a process designed to transform an ugly chapter in one city’s history into lessons upon which understanding, healing, forgiveness and true connections can be forged.

 

The GTCRP was initiated by survivors, but it has since grown and is now being conducted by its Local Task Force (LTF), a group of diverse residents who believe an unhealed wound is hurting the city’s human relations. 

 

The Project hopes to become a model that other American communities can use to address incidents of unresolved injustice in their own histories. 

 

On Nov. 3, 1979, members of the Ku Klux Klan and American Nazi Party killed five people and wounded ten others gathered in Greensboro for a march for racial, social and economic justice organized by the Worker’s Viewpoint Organization (later known as the Communist Worker’s Party). 

 

Despite the fact that four TV crews captured the killings on film, the shooters were twice acquitted of any wrongdoing. In a third trial, a federal civil trial, Klansmen, Nazis and members of the Greensboro Police Department were found jointly liable for one of the deaths. 

 

Although the City of Greensboro paid that $350,000 civil judgment on behalf of all three defendant groups, it has never apologized or publicly acknowledged any wrongdoing. Distrust and anger linger, simmering below the surface.

 

From more than 70 nominations, an independent panel representing a broad array of Greensboro’s social, religious and political sectors worked to select seven commissioners recognized for their integrity. They will review documents and hear testimony to determine the truth, causes and consequences of what happened,produce a report, then suggest ways the city can reconcile and heal.

 

The International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ), an organization founded by the deputy chairman of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, is serving as a consultant tothe GTCRP, as it has in similar efforts in nations including Peru, Colombia, Guatemala and Sierra Leone.

The coming weekend’s events will mark the25th anniversary of the tragedy:

 

·       Friday, Nov.12: Intergenerational Dialogue, linking today’s student leaders with veteran civil rights leaders including Harding, Braden, Tutu and others; N.C. A&T State University, 12 noon. 

·       Friday, Nov. 12:“Setting the Stage for Truth and Reconciliation,” Ashby Dialogue featuring playwright Emily Mann (“Greensboro, A Requiem” and “Having Our Say: The Delaney Sisters’ First 100 Years”), 3-5 p.m. Brown Theatre, UNCG

·       Friday, Nov. 12:Interfaith Community Gathering and Candlelight Walk – Pre-anniversary march local and national occasion to pray, remember and walk to Maplewood Cemetery, followed by an Interfaith Worship Service and Reception; assembly at 6 p.m., corner of Spencer and Bingham Streets; Worship Service at 7 p.m., Genesis Baptist Church, 2812 E. Bessemer Ave.

·       Saturday, Nov. 13: March for Justice, Democracy and Reconciliation, public march commemorating the 25th anniversary of the Nov. 3, 1979, Klan-Nazi Killings and celebrating the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 11:23 a.m., gathering starts at 10 a.m. near the corner of Everitt and Carver Streets; march ends at Greensboro’s Governmental Plaza.

The coalition organizations involved in the commemoration has already presented the following events:

Friday, Oct. 29: America Democracy Project Symposium – Discussion of the Greensboro Truth Reconciliation Commission featuring Dr. Sally Bermanzohn and Rev. Nelson Johnson, survivors of Nov. 3, 1979, and attorney Lewis Pitts, who successfully tried their federal civil trial. 3-5 p.m.; UNCG School of Music Recital Hall
·       Oct. 29, October 31 and November 6:“Greensboro, A Requiem,” by Emily Mann; UNCG Theatre presentation of the play about the Nov. 3, 1979, Klan-Nazi killings; 8 p.m.; at UNCG Music Recital Hall, St. Paul Baptist Church, Charlotte, and Annie Merner Pfeiffer Chapel on the campus of Bennett College for Women, Greensboro.

 
For more information about any of the events, call the Beloved Community Center at 336-230-0001, or the Greensboro Justice Fund at 413-584-1079. Or visit the websites www.gjf.org or www.belovedcommunitycenter.org.

