Interview with Dale IZnoch, Director of the Arkansas Institute of Politics,

Comway, Arkansas, June 10, 1974, conducted by Jack Bass and Walter De

Vries, transcribed by Ii

1

Jack Bass: Vhat is the status of the Democratic party in Arkansas?

-~

Bnoch: It's dying as fast as the Republican party. The thing is,

' 1

the only time we've ever come anywhere close to having a Democratic

this state was during the late '60s with Rockefeller. Because
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they finally started getting nervous. The old chairman, under Orval
Faubus, was ILeon Callid [?] who was an old attorney in Little Rock,
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L

vheeler-dealer type guy. You can Jjust look at him and he Jjust kind of
looked old guard. Chairman for years and years and years. UWhen he
inally started getting concerned in
the late '60s., And a young attorney in Little Rock, Charlie Matthews,
was appointed to really try to build a party for the first time. Txry to
make it into something. He stayed in for a couple of years and they

were making some progress. Then Joe Percell came in in '70., Joe Percell
had been attorney general for four years. Honest Joe. Who this year ran
for lieutenant governor and was elected easily. He's the one that Doug

Smith, of the Arkansas Gazette, in a story on the lieutenant governor's

1

race earlier this year said: "Joe JO“CGTI'M the only man anybody Inows
who people have gone to sleep shaking hands with him." He was honest,
credible, not overly bright, but Just a nice guy. Was chairman for a
couple of years.
J.B.: UWas this state Democratic headquarters?
Enoch: Of sorts.
J.B.: TIn Iittle Rock?
Enoch: Yeah., They had a big fight earlier this year over the
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executive director of the Democratic party. The guy who finally won was
named Craig Campbell who's about 24, 25 years old. It was a heck of a
big fight. Craig had the backing of John lMcClellan and the tacit sup-
port of Bumpers. The theory at the time was that Bumpers was trying to
win favor with McClellan and therefore didn't oppose Cralg Campbell.

The opposition to Campbell was based primarily on the fact that he voted
for Richard Nixon in 1972. And the opposition, ironically, was led by
Sheriff llarlin Hawkins of Conway county who was o0ld guard Democrat and
who has suddenly become vocal state wide in the past year, building him-
self as a reformed old pro. DBut that is about the only county in the
state that one man can deliver however he wants to deliver it. I'm
running an item in the newsletter this time., Marlin had a. . . . Give
you an idea of Conway county, and its about the only machine county left
in this state. Faubus, four years ago, got 76.6% of the votes in the
governor's race, This year he got 23. In Conway county this year he got
23%. 3But larlin had supported both Faubus and Pryor. This time he opted
for Pryor and refused to support Faubus for the first time in his career
and Jjust wiped him out in Conway county. But he had an ad in the
Pettijean Country Headlight which started at the bottom of that page
which is absolutely hilarious because he tells why he's supporting Pryor
over Faubus. It was in the form of a letter, an open letter, on his
stationary: Sheriff Marlin Hawkins, listing all his deputies and col-
lectors and everything and winding up by saying "Give me a vote of con-
fidence for supporting Pryor." And they did. Wiped Faubus out, and
he'd been carrying that county for years by huge margins. But Hawkins
led the fight against Craig Campbell. Craig finally won it by about two
votes. He took over the job and it was one of these situations where

youtr first job is to, okay, go raise your own salary. You can make as
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much money as you can raise, virtually. They don't have any money. They
don't have anything.

Walter De Vries: But this is the only county organization?

Enoch: It's the only one really that can still deliver.

W.D.V.: But are there county organizations as such? Democratic
organizations?

Enoch: Democratic organizations? Yeah, technically.

J.B.t Paper organizations.

Enoch: Yeah. -

W.D.V.: None of them staffed?

Bnoch: Oh no. One, in Pulaski county which is Little Rock. They
have a. . . . They're probably, may be in better shape than the state
office. Howard Beamer is the executive director of the Democratic party
in Pulaski county. That's the only other one. The thing is, the Demo-
cratic party in this state has no money, has no real organization, has no
policy, has nothing. You win the Democratic nomination in +his state and
all you've got is a label. Nobody turns to the Democratic party for
anything. You know, you get a nomination and you go to the Democratic
party and ask for mailing list, for list of party workers or anything
and about all you'll get is a list of the county committees. Nobody
turns to it for anything.

J.B.: Does the state finance the primaries?

Enoch: Party.

J.B.t The party does?

Enoch: The local committees in each county.

J.B.: 3o the party actually runs the Democratic primary. Through
filing fees?

Enoch: Filing fees,




J.B.: How much are the filing fees?

Enoch: God awful.

W.D.V.: Dale did a special piece on that.

Enoch: Yeah, I've got a{g;wﬂéfﬁ%?fj on that, which you can get
a copy of.

W.D.V.: Does all the money stay at the local level from the fees?
None of it [q0es| to the state level?

Enoch: The Congressional and state officials pay a state filing
fee and that goes to the state committee.

WeD.V.: So they do have some revenue.

Enoch: Yeah, but that's about the sum of it. To give you an idea.
The thing is, early this year Craig Campbell won that Jjob., I think it
was December, either December or January. And within a month I think
their bank account was $29. And the only way they managed to even stay
open, Campbell went back to his home county, Phillips county, and raised
$5,000 or something. So they managed to keep going for a little while.
They've Jjust been hand to mouth all along. Until they started getiing
some filing fees.

J.B.: Do they have party memberships?

Enoch: No.

J.B.: Tooking back, Dale, to 1948, what are the major events and,
you know, developments, political developments in Arkansas?

Enoch: Of course '48 was when Mclath came in. In contrast to the
image of Arkansas, which is based almost totally on 1957, Little Rock
crisis, Arkansas has probably one of the best records of electing general-
ly moderates over the past 25 years of any state in the South. The
Congressional delegation has been generally moderate. Syd lcllath came

in as a reformer., Was in for two terms; tried to stay in for a third




tern because he wanted to run against McClellan., But he came in as a re-
former. Really didn't deliver. UWas defeated for a third term by Francis
Cherry, who was the moderate in the race. Cherry had good intentions--

J.B.: He was a moderate, you say, compared with McMath. How was
Melath perceived at that point at the end of his second term?

Enoch: He was a World War II G.I. reformer who was elected
prosecuting attorney in Garland county, which is Hot Springs. On a
clean up Hot Springs ticket. And has generally been labeled. . . ran
as a reformer and generally was considered to be a reformer. Apparent-
1y his problem was that he just couldn't deliver that much and he wound
up with scandals in the highway administration. DBut going to. . . .
McMath generally was considered moderate. Certainly on the race issue
has generally been moderate. Reformer, good government type candidate.,
Cherry was generally moderate. Orval Faubus was the moderate in the
race in 1954 and his image really didn't change until 1957. You'll run
into a lot of debates and a lot of disagreement. The accepted wisdom 1is
that 1957 was purely political. He was determined to win a third term
and to do whatever was necessary to do it to win it. There is disagree-
ment on that point. Incidentally--

W.D.V.: What is the disagreement?

Enoch: The thing is, Faubus said that he had information that, one,
there was going to be major trouble. He bases it on a telephone call
that he says he received.

T.D,V.: Never substantiated?

Enoch: It was never substantiated. Of course his argument is that
it didn't occur because he took preventive steps. I don't know. You
know, how that will ever be resolved I don't know. It's a matter of

perception of Orval Faubus. And I say, the accepted wisdom, at least
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among liberals, anti-Faubus people, is that it was purely political and
.nothing else.

J.B.: How about Pierce's version? You know, of Rockefeller going

i~ s

in to see him, trying to talk him out of it, and Faubus saying--

Enoch: I never heard that before I read it in Pierce's book. I
presume it's true. I'd never heard Faubus make any mention of it or any
reference to it anywhere. I assume he had that from WR. I think we have
a copy of a paper in here which is done by a political scientist at the
University 3% Fayetteville on Faubus and that '57 decision. Which I
think takes the other point of view. Which might be helpful to you.

1'11 double check who wrote that. I got a copy of it about a year ago.
Tt's in the back of my mind that the guy who wrote that was a black

political scientist at the University. But I'll pull that out. 3But at

n as the moderate in that race. Certainly since

e

any rate, Orval came
then, we've had four years of Rockefeller, four years Bumpers and now
Pryor, who clearly was a moderate in this race. The Congressional dele-
gation., OFf course McClellan has had. . . you know, you know what his
image is. But Fulbright, Mills--who has not been a liberal but he has
not been a southern conservative in the strict use of that word either.
The only one that was really. . . . The most conservative members of
the Arkansas Congressional delegation were licClellan and E.C. Gkiél;[f
who was the Congressman from northeast Arkansas for 30 years before he
retired in '68. And he was replaced by Alexander, who is certainly more
Gt
moderate than Gax&ekg-E2— was. Trimble, over in northwest Arkansas, was
more than moderate, actually. Moderate to liberal., Ofren Harris in
south Arkansas was pretty generally moderate. The one change that took
place in the Congressinnal delegation was when Brooks Hayes got beat

following the '57 crisis, by Dale = ord [Rauford?] who was the right
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segregationist.
J.B.: Is that perceived here generally as a direct result of
Faubus' intervention?

Enoch: Well, Hayes tried to play the peacekeeper role and it

pretty direct because R ran as a write in and beat Hayes. Then he

gots « « what, R served two terms, I think. '58-62.
.l _

And in '62 he was redistricted out. Tried to run for governor and
finished poorly against Faubus. Personally, I think Orval Faubus is
going to come out better in history than a lot of people think he is.

Because with the exception of 1957 he generally managed to stay in for

2 years without any major scandals in his administration, with the ex-
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n of the standing charge that he was profiteering from the job--
which apparently is quite true.

J.B.: How about the allegation of the effect of his ILittle Rock
stand hurt the state economically and cut down on industrial development?

rce's book is sort of ambivalent on that point. Ilave you seen any
m..ra[ J on that?

Tnoch: I haven't seen any studies. And I'm not. . . I'm not real
sure who would be able to. . . .

W.D.V.: Well Pierce suggests that because Winthrop Rockefeller was
heading the industrial development commission at that time or following
that time, that that took the edge off it.

J.B.: Well, no, that up to that point things were progressing and
then, didn't Rockefeller step aside at that point?

W.D.V.: lo, no., He didn't step aside until 'Ok,

Enoch: '62 or '63, wasn't it? I think it was after. . . when he
decided to run but it was a year or two before he actually. . . . Seems

like it was '63, '6U4,
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W.D.V.: Why do you think he'll do so well, historically?

Enoch: Faubus?

W.D.V.: Yeah.

Enoch: Because with the exception of 1957 it generally was a
progressive period. The thing is that Faubus did pass fairly signi-
ficant tax increase programs. t was a buillding period. An awful lot
of emphasis went into buildings, highways, state institutions. But
there was a real need for it at that point. Generally, it was a fairly
progressive period, with the exception of '57. And the general per-
ception is that the state's image was hurt and industrial development
was hurt. TI've never seen anything to prove it. But it was generally
perceived that that was true. I don't know how you. . . . In terms
of looking at the development of the state, I. . . we'd been losing
population consistently before '57 and we continued to lose it after
'57. That reversed sometime in the '60s. I don't know how you could
prove it with that data. But it's generally been perceived that it
hurt the state. Within the state, there was a good bit of progress
during that period.

W.D.V.: lMore so than any of the other governors? In that 25
years?

Enoch: Of course we haven't had many governors during that period.

W.D.V.: Yeah, it's hard to compare it because you have one guy
for twelve and then most of them average four.

Enoch: IMclMath generally didn't deliver. Cherry was only in for
two years. He was generally considered to be administratively inef-
fective. Ilice guy with a good heart but somebody who just wasn't very
effective. Faubus was an extremely effective administrator. His general

perception has been that he is probably one of the smartest politicians
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to come through this state in decades., Extremely effective with the legi-
slature. If he really wanted something he was the type guy who would

get it through. Knew how to use political power. Was not afrald to use
it. And reached a point where the legislature was generally considered
to be a rubber stamp legislature.

J.B.: Why did he retire when he did?

Enoch: I don't know. To some extent. . . . Faubus will deny
this. I'm sure Faubus will give standard replies., You know, that he'd
been in long enough, he was ready for a rest, and that sort of thing.

He would have had one heck of a hard time in the race. Rockefeller had
been gearing up and got 43% against Faubus the first time, which was only
the second lowest percentage Faubus received since he went into office.
And ironically, that was 1964, which was his last race. That was the
only time during that whole period that he got a smaller percentage in
the general election than he did in the Democratic primary. Actually
got something like 61% in the Democratic primary and fell to 57% against
Rockefeller, Rockefeller learned from his mistakes in '64 and spent the
whole two years running and gearing up for a '66 race against Orval
Faubus. Then Orval quit. You know, the extent to which he was afraid
that he might lose, I don't know.

J.B.t In those days the Democratic organization was really a
paper organization. It ran a primary, right?

Enoch: The only thing that they really do, is they provide a label
and they run the primary.

J.B.: And that label in Arkansas still is very important, right?

Znoch: Ixtremely. Extremely important.

J.B.: las Rockefeller's election a fluke?

Enoch: T personally have strong doubts that he could have won
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against most other people except Jim Johnston. Because what put him in
were Democrats Tor Rockefeller. To some. . . I guess to a good extent,
the Democrats for Rockefeller were people who were very disenchanted
with Orval Faubus. But there also were Jjust an awful lot of Democrats
that just simply couldn't take Jim Johnston. Jim Johnston was an arch
segregationist who still, even in 1966, refused to shake hands with a
black man.

J.B.: So that automatically got Rockefeller the black vote, which
he has a positive appeal for anyway.

Enoch: But the thing is, apparently it took more than just that.
Because in 1964 one of his biggest disappointments had been the fact
that he thought just because he was Rockefeller and because the family
had been contributing to Urban League for years and years and years and
because of his associations, the black vote would come trotting out to
him. But it just didn't happen. Faubus still got a significant black
vote in 'O4.

J.B.: I presume by '66 the black registration had increased sub-
stantially.

Tnoch: 1964 was when the constitutional amendment was approved in
Arkansas setting up a permanent registration system doing away with the
poll tax. 1In the next two years Rockefeller and the Republicans did a
massive voter registration job among blacks in Arkansas. I can show
you. « « LI've got the data on voter registration increase during that
period. It was Just phenomenal. I doubt that we'wve ever really seen

1

sophisticated campaign like Rockefeller ran. Before or since in this

©

tate.

9]
]

J.B.: How was he as governor?

Enoch: I think the Rockefeller administration was good for the




state. Rockefeller himself was so-so. You know, how do you break it
down? He deserves credit for bringing some good people into state admini-
stration and supporting them. DBut as an administrator he was a poor
administrator. There's just no way around it. He had a very low under-
standing of politics. The art of compromise was foreign to him. He

just couldn't comprehend it. It was undemocratic, anti-American and
everything else. If you propose something good then people ought to
flock to it Jjust because it's good. That was his whole approach to the
legislature. When they didn't work that way, he moved into an attack
position and spent the last two years of his time criticizing the legi-
slature. Buying, going on state wide television, paying for the time,

to criticize the legislature constantly. In spite of that, the legi-
slature did get. . . more of his program went through than a lot of
people realize., He couldn't stand to stay in the office. I actually

at one point did a story, following him for a whole week and I think he
spent a total of about ten hours in the office the whole week. Sup-
posedly he was constantly working at the farm or elsewhere. Nobody

knows for sure what he was doing. He'd have appointments and Jjust not
even show up. Rockefeller just simply was not an administrator. But his
administration, generally, I think was, you know, extremely healthy. He
brought in good people. Securities, insurance commissioner positions
and state departments. Supplemented their salary. Backed them up. 3Be-
cause of that there was a lot of progress during that period. Mixed in
to which he was responsible for bringing them in he's responsible for the
progress that was madd. DBut as far as he personally, you know, I just
don't think he was that good an administrator. So, in 1970, when he

lost to Bumpers, I think it was really a combination of things. Number

one was simply the fact that the Democrats nominated somebody that was

acceptable to Democrats. That was probablysufficient in and of itself,
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Second was that Rockefeller said he only wanted two terms. 3Said he would
X |

only seek two terms and then step down. So he wound up with a cred-

o

ibility problem of his own. Third was the general perception that he
really was not that good an adninistrator, that he was not that effec-
tive in getting things done. And fourth were personal habits which had
been rumored for a good while by 1970. Uhere most people had seen or
heard of some incidents which documented for them that yes he does have
a drinking problem, it's not Jjust a rumor the Democratls are spreading.
Because there were stories all over the state of Arkansas about his
drinking problem. Going to make a speech somewhere and having to be

o s m

helped off the platform. This sort of thing.

T

J.B.: Had he developed a fairly acute case of alcoholism by that
time?

Enoch: Yeah. . « they. . . you know, this. . . his work habits
contributed to it. Decause the fact that he stayed out of the office
so much., » « « It constantly led to speculation and a good bit of the
time when he showed up in public he was, had been drinking. Now the
thing is. « . « I never accepted the idea that he was. . . . DPeople
would watch him in a speech or

ress conference or any kind of public

I
situation and they'd come out of there Just convinced the man was drunk,
I don't think that was always true, because it was usually based on two
things. One, that he was sweating profusely. I think that was Just. . .
that was Roclkefeller. And the other, that he was nervous as could be.
That again was Just Rockefeller. You put him in a public speaking or

N

press conference situation and he would sweat profusely and his hands
would shake if he'd been on the wagon for a week. He was Jjust an ex-

tremely nervous person. lever did adapt to public requirenents. Public

speaking type situation. VWas very nervous, DBut. . . « I'1ll tell you
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about a personal situation. The man had a fantastic capacity. I went
on a trip with him once, out of state. I'd asked. . . because he kept
making such a big thing out of the fact that he was. . . his great con-
tribution was his name and his reputation and the doors it had opened.
And so he spent a lot of time on the road, supposedly promoting Arkansas
and industrial growth and that sort of thing. So because he'd made a

big point of it, I asked to go along with him., I went along on a trip to
Ohio. Columbus and Cleveland. The man had. . . . 1e were supposed to

oy,

leave about 5 o'clock in the afternoon. Ue finally got away about an
hour, an hour and fifteen minutes or so late. There were more problems
at the prison that day. He drank all the way to Columbus on the plane.
Apparently had been drinking a goodly Dbit during the day. Totally

~

emasculated a beautiful speech, If was a formal lecture series which had
had some rather big names before. I think lcGeorge Bundy had been there
earlier in the year. Maybe !lcNamara., I can't remember. DBut fairly
prestigious lecture series that. . . what is it, Ohio U at Columbus?

But he had a beautiful speech that had been written by lharlie Albright,
one of his speech writers. There was not. . . I was trying to follow
him and T don't thinlz there was one complete sentence delivered as
written. He'd Just &kind of follow and then he'd pump in a phrase out

of the text and then he'd wander off agaln and then you'd find hin
another paragraph further down pulling out another phrase. That was the
one where he delivered the famous remark about the freedoms that many

of us in this room have lived and died for--which cracked everybody up
during the course of it., Ve left there, flew to. . . . We spent the
night there. He got up the ne:xt morning, we flew to Cleveland. He had
a bloody llary on the plane. A round of engagements. Tv, radio, spoke to

m o

the Rotary Club that day. The Rotary Club. . . . To give you an idea of
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Rockefeller. You Imoir, here's the Rotary Club. You're hitting the top.
It's generally the upper crust of the business establishment in any
community. Big huge room and all the gathering. At one point during
that thing he was talking about Arkansas and how proud he was and every-
thing. He always wore these blg boots. Pulled his foot up. Stuck it
up right next to the speaker's lectern to show them his boots, the
fact that he wore them even in Cleveland. Real. . . real., . . style.
He was back in the room drinking periodically all during the day. I
don't know how much that man put away during the course of that day.
He had a reception that night for industrialists. Drinking all during
that. Finally, towards the end of that thing. . . everybody had left
except one industrialist. I think Rockefeller sat down for the first
time to relax. And boy, when he sat down apparently it hit him. But
he had gone all the way up through that day without any noticeable ef-
fects and the fact that he'd been drinking steadily. I. . . I have no
idea how many he put away.

J.B.: UWhat did he drink? Vodka?

Enoch: lIostly.

11

Je«Be: Uell what was his effect with the industrialist?

Enoch: That's where it got embarrassing. He sat down next to the

industrialist and began. . . » First he was, started patting him on the

leg. Then. . . that went on longer than was necessary for him to make

.

his point. Then he

'!

began tallking about hands and began comparing hands
and holding the guy's hand and holding next to him. Comparing sizes.
It really got embarrassing after a while. And they started trying to
get him out. At that point he was Just stoned. He went back upstairs.
They mized him another drink. He promptly dropped it. Went downstairs.

He went over to the cabby and put his arm around him and explained to him
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he wanted a cab. e got in the car, went out to the airport. His body-
guard was in the front seat. I was in the middle of the back seat.
Rockefeller on one side and Bill Conley, his press man, on the other.
We got out there and all the way out to the airport he kept on wanting
to shake hands with me and explained that he was so pleased that I'd
come along, that he could see vhat it was really like, being the governor
of Arlmansas and all the responsibilities he had. We nust have shaked
hands ten times between there and the airport. Got out there and drove
right out by the plane. The body guard got out. Conley, the press man,
Paid the cabby. I was tryling to get out, but he kept wanting
to shake hands. And finally the cabby turned around and sald "Hey,
buddy, they're going to go off and leave you." Which is the wrong
thing to say, cause Roclefeller looked at hinm and said "Buddy, I own
that goddamn plane." [Iaughter.] Finally he quit, he let go and I
Jumped out. They helped him out. He took aim for the plane and prompt-
ly walked into the Jjet. And they. . . it really got cembarrassing. I
went on and got on the plane and they finally steered him in and nade
him another drink. IHe promptly dropped it in the alsle and zonked out.
.B.: How about on the other industrialists, during the day, was

he ? Obviously, the last one was disaster, but during the
days « » w

Inoch: Well, fortunately, that guy already had a couple of plants
in Arkansas. [iaughtcr.] I don't Imow. You know, he was able to get
their attention, vhich is probably 9077 of it. If you can get in the
door, which Rockefeller certainly could. It was a heck of a good turn
out for the reception that night. And he was. . . we were
city the whole time, 21l day long. He was on a noon tv interview show.

m,

Two radio shows.



J.B.: Did you get any perception or Ffeeling about whether or not
at the end of the day some of these guys were thinking "Well, I want to
put a plant in Arkansas" or "I really don't want to put a plant in
Arkansas"? What I'm getting at. . . . You know, the popular story at

least is that Winthrop Rockefeller came in, went to these industrialists

and.

0]

old them on locating plants in Arkansas and it was a great success.
Of course elsewhere in the 3South, you also had the whole South industrial-
izing.

Enoch: T doubt that it worked that way. I think what Rockefeller

was able to do was to get their attention, to get in the door, and to

establish conmunication. His AIDC Arlkansas Industrial Development Com-
mission people were always along. And it was. . . . They were the ones
who were doing the selling as far as any specifics.

J.B.: DBut in opening the door he was effective?

Enoch: Extrenely.

J.B.: And it did have some--

Znoch: I can't imagine many people from Arkansas or most places in
the South going up and having a reception for indusirialists in Cleve-
land and drawing 20, 30, 40 people.

W.D.V.: If it had not been for his wealth, he would not have been
able to run that '66 campaign the way that thing was run. Right? He

would not have been able to a

ch

tract the kind of attention that you say
he got when he left this state. IHe would not have been able to attract
a lot of people here and supplement their salaries in state Jobs So

factor did the wealth alone play in that?

ck

ha
J.3.: And nane,

d.D.V.: Yeah, wealth and nanme.

Inoch: If he'd been Uinthrop Smith. . . 2 e d been just another
E
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name that we can't even remember their first name.

W.DoVe: Uouldn't the same thing be true of the building of the
Republican party as uwell?

Enoch: Well the thing is, the Republican party during the period of
Rockefeller was an aboration anyway. There was no future to it. He

didn't build a Republican party and couldn't if he'd wanted to.

(e

W.D.V.: Well, then, he put money in it.

Enoch: He put an awful lot of money in it.

J.B.: Did he want to build one?

Inoch: I think he wanted to. In an abstract sort of way. VWhat he
did was not really designed to build a long range party. But the biggest
problen he had was simply Ffrom an ideological point of view. There is

no future to a Republican party as the liberal party in a state. They

0

were Jjust totally out of step. The traditional Republicans were goilng
along because it was a chance., 3But, you know, for that four years Win-
throp Rockefeller was the liberal. The Republican party was the liberal
party in the state.

J.B.: How about the handful of Republicans in the slature

=
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during his period?

Tnoch: It's less than a handful. They managed to get up to four
at one point. One in the senate and three in the house and that was the
high point.

J.B.: lecre they moderate to liberals or were they conservatives,
or vhat?

Enoch: Generally moderate. You can't tell. . . . Well, give you
an example., During this term we've had one Republican in the house, one
in the senate.

Caldwell, state senate, chairman of the party. I made a

study last year of legislators' support or opposition to Dumpers'



legislative program. And the Republicans ranls in the top third probably,
certainly in the top half, in terms of support of the governor. I went
back and checked bills that they had introduced. The only things in
the world that they introduced that could be identified as Republican
was one of thenm introduced a resolution memorializing Winthrop Rocke-
feller and another one introduced a resolution commending Nixon for

ending the war. Other than that there was absolutely nothing concerning

o
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their record to set then apart as Republicans. There's no Republican

program. They don't stand for anything except they're out and they

s, T T r oeleand o L G
vant in. And they stand for a two party system.

J.3.: Did Rockefeller do anything to try and recruit candidates
for the legislature, this sort of thing?

Enoch: Yeah.

J.B.: Uas he successful?

Tnoch: They were rumning nore candidates, particularly during '63S,
vhich is probably the. « « » They ran a full slate for all seven state
constitutional officers in '89S plus they had a Republican running for
the United 3tates Senate who was conservative. Rockefeller didn't get

] Lt~

along with him and he accuses Charles VYard of having beaten him., Ii's

Charles DBernard, who ran against Mulbright. I've forgotten now. I

n '6”

think they had 35 oxr 40 candidates Tor the legislature e

J.B.: That was their high water mark then, right? And how many

g
did they elect? ot very many, right?

Inoch: I believe it'gc four.

J«B.: The impression I have is that the DRepublican party in
ArTansas is weaker than in any other Southern state and the prospects
of it getting much stronger aren't very good because the state doesn't

o

have that much urban population, doesn't have. . . apparently doesn't
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really have that tradition of mountain Republicanism that you find in
most of the upper South states.

W.D.V.: Well, that's where they are. The few that they do have
are there.

J.B.: DBut it's wealk.

Enoch: Ilorthwest Arkansas. 3But 1t's weak.

J.Ds: liothing like east Tennessee or western lorth Carolina or
western Virginia.

4

Tnoch: For example, last fall, or in '72, the thing we did in here

l._h

in terms of taking all the state wide races even with Nixon Just carrying

the state, every county, by huge margins. There were only two counties
in the state that wound up going Republican in all the state races. And

they had a number of candidates. And generally attractive, presentable

candidates.

J«B.: Yere those small counties or large counties
Enoch: Both. Their best strength is in the smaller, very rural

counties.,
J.B.: The traditional mountain Republican counties.
Inoch: [Unclear.]
T.D.V.: How do you explain that? The inability, even after having

25
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a Renublican governor for two terms, to build strength in the legislature
or even in local offices.

Bnoch: Rockefeller was bullding his strength based on moderates.

Those people became Democrats for Rockefeller but that's all. And any

idea they had that they could ever male Republicans out of those people,
it Jjust was unrealistic. All it took was the Democrats coming back and

noninating a moderate, lilke Dale Bummers in 1970, and the Democrats for
(S y "ij Pl | 9

Rockefeller organization was Just wiped out. llothing left to it.
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J.3.: TIf Rockefeller had run as a Democrat, say in '66 or 'Ok,

would he have beaten Faubus?
Tnoch: I don't Tnow. He would have started out with a better

chance.

1.D.V.: Are vou sayinz that because the Republican party was seen
o (&) £ J
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1oice between the two parties it didn't have any future
at all? That's what killed it off?

Bnoch: I thinlk so.

U.D.V.: Had it been a conservative party, lilze the other Republican
parties in the South, it nmight have had a chance?

Tnoch: Well, the thing. . . . ZLooking at the other side of the
state, that I'm most faniliar with in terms of the [two partios?]——
Tennessee. There has effectively been a party realignment in Tennessee.
Put there was a number of circumstances. The Democrats played into
their hands. The Republicans were running as conservatives. The Demo-
crats were continuing to nominate John J. Hooler and Albert Gore, ctc.,
irith a liberal imege. And they have Just effectively brought about a
party realignment in Tennessee. There’s no way Rockefeller could have
gone to the right of Jim Johnson. 3Jut as a moderate Democrat, he may
vmwxmLmeepMidLﬁ,dftMmc.Zb:mycwmlmw:mmeit%mhmt
Faubus in '&) as a moderate Democrat. Dut I just don't think there's
any future to the Republicans trying to be the liberal party in this
state. One of the guys who was in our program this past year, Dan

[D—:omothing] irote a piece for a newspaper, the Arlansas Advocate, push-

% o

ing this whole point of view, that the Republican party should go back
to the party of Rockefeller and become the moderate to liberal party
<

and nominate somebody like Sterling Coclrall [?] and everything. Dut

it's. « o « There's Just no future to it. TIi's out of step. The whol
it's There's Just no future to it t's out of step. The whole



page 21

theory is hased on Democrats for Rockefeller and those are people who
would never support Richard Ilixon or Jarry Goldwater or Ronald Reagan
or thoever the Republicans are likely to nominate. It's Just out of
step with the national party. And would never be at home. They would
Just. +» « « They night move to a »point of independence, but they'll
never become Republicans and that's what the whole theory is based on.
Taling the Democrats for Rockefeller organization and making Republicans
out of it., Tt won't work.

J«Bs: TIs the reason it wouldn't work because the Republican party
nationally has moved too far to the right?

Tty W Vad] 5 Traorr. thev would Sust 1 L s 1

Enoch: Yeah, you Inow, they would Just never accept a national
Renublican image, general positions

J.B.: But if the DRepublicans had nominated--
Taa A ] g | I
[mnu of side of tapo.]

Dnoch: -- Republicans. It Just means identifying with people and

points of wiew that T don't think they'd ever accept.

T.D.2V.: Is the party organization, both in terms of local organiza-

tion in the state and staffing and so on, stronger than it was ten years

Enoch: The Zepublican?

WeDuV.: Yeah.

Enoch: As strong. Ilaybe stronger. They're certainly a heck of a
lot further along. Ten years ago they e Just beginning to move. I
guess they really began to gear up heavily after the '64 election. Rocle-

feller started getting involved--
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When were they at their peak?
Enoch: *'060.

W.D.V.: And there's been a slide downhill since then?
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Enoch: DBecause Rockefeller started pulling his money out in '70,
long about '72, He was pouring heavy money into the party. They really

had a fantastic operation for a little while. They had research people,

L L 3 8

field people, staff people in all the Congressional districts. And

they're pulling back. Iven with that they've got a heck of a lot moxre

staff than the Democratic party's got.

7.D.V.: DBut the result--still got one legislator in both houses.

Enoch: And one Congressnan.

U.D.V.: Uhich is about wvhere you were in '606. /

¥ Ll Ty T

noch: Well, '66 Rockefeller. . . he brought in Foolsy

. 1 ' - - . b
or lieutenant governor and Hammerschmidt won in '0606.

et

T.DViz Ohkay, "O8.

Enoch: ‘64, 3BeFfore '66. Hothing.

7.D.V.: So there's been no permanent impact from all that activity,
is what my point. Once he pulled all that out it was gone.

J.B.: Where do you see the Republican party going in this state?

Enoch: I don't see anywhere but down for it. I don't see how they
can keep raising even the amount of money that they are getting and
apparently they're in considerably better financial position than the
Democrats. In terms of party.

J.B.: Is Win-Paul Rockefeller a key to what they do? In the sense
that he has access to money if he wants to put it in, Just like his
father.

Enoch: I don't see any other future for [him/it] except to go
back and play the role that they have played in the past. And they
were doing it even more with Rockefeller and they could continue it.

And that. . . . You know, there can be two purposes for political

parties., One, of course, is to win. And in terms of that I don't see
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any future for them. Unless Rockefeller, Winthrop Paul, wants to do
something. And even there it will be a very personal thing. And I'm
not sure what his future would be., I think he's. . « . From what I
gather. . . and John can fill you in on this more than I. . . John knows
more about him, But apparently he's pretty light weight at this point.
Of course I gather that his father was pretty light weight at 26 or 27,
too.

J.B.: In what sense?

Enoch: Well, he's not the brightest guy going, from what I gather.
That's all second hand. But not a natural leader type. Indecisive,
Has an awful lot to learn about Arkansas and Arkansas politics. He only
came to this state, T guess, three years ago. And for most part, has
been on the mountain ever since. This past year, to his credit, he went

7¢Y

down to A&, Went back to school. Iearn how to manage a farm.
Apparently he's committed to staying in the state. But I'm not even real
sure Winthrop Paul could pull it off, even with his money. Depending on
what the Democrats do. The Democrats, unless they want to play into
their hands. . . . If the Democrats reach a point where they become
extremely confident. Everything's back to normal. We can do whatever
we want. We don't have to worry about the Republicans. Then they might
go back to nominating, conceivably, somebody like Jim Johnston or Marion
Crank. That could lead to a resurgence of the Republican party. The
only think I could have seen coming out of Orval Faubus., . . . If Orval
Faubus had gotten the nomination this year, the Republicans would have
had new 1life. That would have. . . .

J.B.: You were saying there were two purposes of a party and one
was to win,

Enoch: One is to win and the other is simply to serve as a check,
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In the late 1960s we got almost an entire new election code in this state.
Election irregularities. . . . It was Just common., In Madison county,
which is Orval Faubus' home county, has actually cast more than 100% of
the possible votes up there. Things that were happening back in the '60s
are Just phenomenal., Graveyards literally being voted. An awful lot of
that's been cleaned up. And it was cleaned up because of the Republican
party. DNow they can play a role. . . . The Democratic answer to that

in this state has always been "Well, we have that because we have the

ins and the outs in the Democratic party so in effect we have two parties."
But that's fallacious. The outs in the Democratic party are never organ-
ized. They never have research capability. They simply can't play the
watchdog role and the Republican party can.

J.B.t You see them viable in that role?

Enoch: Yes. And I think they're committed to it. Now the problem
is going to be that it's hard to keep money or enthusiasm or participa-
tion going when you have no chance of ever winning anything.

J.B.: How about some local elections? Do they win anything?

Enoch: They have a county judge in Washington county, which is
Fayetteville, and a few other scattered, I think,. . . but very, very
few. Even in the Republican counties they don't win.

J.B.: What's their problem? I mean, is it a function of leadership
or is it a function of demographics?

Enoch: I don't know. They have not attracted. . . they Just
haven't attracted the type of people that have been able to really pull
anything off.

W.D.V.: You mean candidates?

Enoch: Yeah. Although they had generally acceptable. . . . Somne

of the people who ran in '72. . . « If they'd been running on the Democratic
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ticket they may have had a viable chance., But nobody. . . you know, a
Dale Bumpers has not emerged out of the Republican party. Anywhere.

J.B.: Iet's talk about Bumpers a little bit. How do you analyse
Bumpers?

Bnoch: He's got a fantastic sense of timing. He's better at the
media than anybody I've ever seen in the politics I've covered. Iet me
tell you the story. . . Charles Kelly, who's news director of channel 11
Little Rock tells. He says that at a press conference Bumpers will be
sitting there and that they've gone along and they're just kind of all
sitting back and relaxing and pursuing something and some question will
come up and they'll turn on the tv to get it. And he says he just seems
to have a sense. DBoy, he knows exactly when that thing comes on. And
he'll have been sitting-back, relaxing and chatting. But boy, that
camera will come up Qn& l,e ’/ﬂ look right into the camera
and just. . . sincerity. Give them an answer. Perfect 45 second cut.
Says "I've never seen anybody with a sense of timing like that in my
life." He says that guy can give you a 45 second answer, just perfect
et

J.B.: Ts it natural, or acquired?

Enoch: I think it's natural. Deloss Walker can't teach that.
Deloss has been a big help to him, apparently, but he Just has a feel
for that tube that's Just unbelievable. And it comes across brilliantly
on it. During this campaign. . . . BHarly in the campaign he started
out and they kept pushing, pushing, pushing. Why are you running against
Fulbright? UWhat do you have against Fulbright? VWhat do you disagree
with him on? And they'd hammer at this all along. And he finally
stumbled on and started talking about seniority. Well, it didn't come

across very well in print. But about two or three., . . I guess it was



close to a week later, he finally had a press conference and submitted
to questions. And they started hammering at this whole thing again.
And the cut they had an tv that night. . + I tell you. . . he came
out and started talking about seniority system. It didn't come across
in print, but man, on tv it Jjust sounded like the worst that you can
ever conceive of having been devised. The seniority system. He Jjust. . . .
I think that guy could get on and sell a broken down used car that didn't
have a motor in it. Just fantastic on the tube. Extremely good credi-
bility. He has taken steps that., . . . Well, one of these stories. . . .
After the election, I think it was John Ellrod, who was supposed to have
been Fulbright's campaign manager but then he came down in poor health,
I think Ellrod was quoted as saying they had spent 2,500 man hours look-
ing for a chink in his armor. And they Jjust couldn't find it. It wasn't
there.

J.B.: How do you aseess him as governor?

Enoch: T think he's been extremely effective. He had some things
going for him when he came in. The Democrats in the legislature had
been catching hell from Rockefeller for two years as obstructionists and
everything else., So they were extremely ready to cooperate with any
Democrat that could get in, The fact that Bumpers was attractive, that
he'd come in with an extremely heavy vote only solidified that position.
But to give you an example, though. That explains 1971 session. 3By 1973
all the conventional wisdom was that the honeymoon's over. We're in a
second term now and the legislature's not going to be that kind this
time. They're really going to get him. The man got everything he wanted
through the legislature with the exception of one bill. Which was. . .
and even that. . . it was to set up a state commission to start purchas-

ing, acquiring public lands. He got the commission., He asked for $10



million appropriation. He didn't get that. That's the only thing the
man asked for in the '73 sessilon he didn't get.

J.B.: lhat did he do in those four years in terms of issues and
prograns?

Enoch: The first thing was government reorganization, which. . .
extremely unwieldy. Got that through, cutting it down from 60 to 13
departments., IEstablishing essentially a cabinet which was all, making
everything directly responsible to him. A $90 million tax progran,
which was the most massive thing that's ever gone through in this sta

J.B.: And who was paying the taxes? This was making income tax
more progressive, in part, right?

Znoch: Yes, mostly.

J.B.: How about property tax?

Bnoch: Increased that, too. I can't tell you the details on it.
And then comnunity college program, kindergarten program. We'd never
had &indergartens in this state. Got the whole program through and be-
gan funding for it. llore emphasis on voc-tec schools. General increases

in programs throughout. The guy who is state insurance commissioner,

[#2]

Art Monroe, is probably. . . . At this point he's doing things that
insurance commissioners in no other states are doing. The guy has Just
cracked down like you've never seen. There's been a good bit of pres-
sure applied. Dut Art says none of it has ever come through to him.
The complaint about Bumpers is... . . Rockefeller started it back in
'70. That he was running on a smile and a shoeshine. That's been a
standard line about Bumpers ever since. IHe's been accused of being
wishy-washy, a man who won't take a position, who's totally political

and tried to play both sides. I don't think the record bears that out.

1973 session, cities and counties finally got together for probably the
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first time in their career--because they never had been able to agree on
county
anything., 3ut the CWUV/fOICGS and municipal county Jjudges

association, etc., to push a bill designating 7% of all state revenues,

off the top, for turn back to cities and counties. You take on city-county

lobby and you've taken on a pretty potent force. That bill sailed through
the legislature. Dumpers vetoes it and won. They passed it back through
the senate but couldn't override the veto in the house. And In Arkansas
all it takes is a simple majority to override a veto. He has appointed
generally strong people in state positions and has, as I say, backed then
up. Art Monroe being one of the best examples. Art is. . . . Tor
exanple, earlier this year, Just simply ordered all insurance companies
doing business in the state of Arkansas to reduce thelr premiums X per-

cent because of the roll back in the speed limit. They Just did their

P

staff work and he said "Accidents are down and you will roll them back.'
And got away with it. Boy, some insurance people were madder than hell.
And Art said he's heard, in a round about way, of some of the pressure

that's been applied to Rumpers but Bumpers has never mentioned a bit of

it to him.

7.D.V.: You said somebody did 32,600 of research--

Enoch: [&llrod said they did 2,500 hours of research.

7.D.V.: Of research to what, to find a weakness in Bumpers? And
they couldn't find anything? You believe that?

Enoch: Uhhu. DPersonally I do. You know. . . an example. . « « At
one point an insurance man, coincidentally, who is chairman of the Demo-
cratic party of Pulaski county, came out with this thing about a montl
before the election. Said that the governor making $10,000 was fallacious.
A

That he actually made $52,000 because he got this mansion account and he

~ot a public relations account and he got a travel account. Well, man
5] 8. B ] ’
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here's this big thing. You Iknow, we've been feeling sorry for our governor
all this time and here he's Just given these huge lump sums of money.
Man, I tell you, two days later Bumpers, on his own initiative, at the
beginning of his term, had it, because he didn't like the arrangement.
Had hired an auditor to handle and audit those accounts. And Just turned
them over and said "You know, if you're interested in them you go look."
And the press went and dug in and wrote big long stories about how much
they paid for [n“"s/hands?] and how much they paid for this, that, for
repairs, and everything up at the mansion and how much he
spent on his trips. And it was all over, Uhen that thing first came out
T thought, you know, by god, they've finally come up with something. DBut
it's typical of his whole approach, that he hired an auditor Just to be

.

on the safe side. Four days before the election, Friday, before the

election on Tuesday, a suit was filed in Sebastian county, Ft Smith, by

4

some guy who said that four years ago Bumpers and Archie Shaffer, his
nephew and administrative assistant, and Ben Allen, who's a state senator
and close ally of Bumpers, had offered him money or had offered to get a
federal warrant against him dropped if he would contribute to Bumpers'’
campaign in 1970. DBumpers Jjust denied it, said it was absurd. The
thing Jjust didn't even. . . with the exception of the fact that the
Gazette played the heck out of it, which is one of their lowest Journal-
istic points. . . . 3But you Imow, it says something about Bumpers'
bility. The thing Jjust didn't even make a wave. People Just kind
of look at it and say "It's absurd. DBumpers wouldn't do it." Just got
fantastic credibility and personally I think it's deserved. I think the
man really. . « « If anything, he maybe gets, becomes a little too

messianical occasionally. But I think the man is absolutely clean. I'd

be very, very surprised if anything could ever be dug up.
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J.B.: Uhy do you think he ran against Fulbright?
Enoch: It was the only thing open to him. Obviously he's ambitilous.

m

He's got every friend he'll ever make in the governor's office There's
just nothing he can do but go down hill from here on. The argument was
that he should have waited four years and run for licClellan's seat. Dut
think there's a scrious doubt that he could have even won in four years,
even with his credibility. There had heen a two tern tradition in Arkan-
sas and Orval Faubus did an auful lot of reaffirm that. Now it says
something about liberals that they. . . when Orval went out they swore
never again. DBut of course in 197!} they were pleading, run for a third
term, Dale. You're our man. But consistency has never been a liberal
hallmark. Ef he'd gone for a third term, opponents, and particularly
conservatives, were gearing up to Jjust hammer him over the head for two
months on third term and he's trying to become another Orval Faubus.

It's just a very high visibility office. You're operating against tradi-
tions that have existed. . . .
J.B.: Ts he perceived as the best governor Arkansas has ever had?
Tnoch: If people could be obJective about it I would say yes. Illow
Lo s

of course at this point there are 357 very bitter people in this state.

e
ks

J.B.: Are they bitter enough to vote for a Republican?

Inoch: To some extent.

J.B.: That would be now, but not necessarily in November.

Enoch: You know, this fall, when they get to know John larris Jones
a little better that may becone more difficult for them. But to give
you an idea of the kind of transition that was occurring. « « « A per-
son who went through our program had supported both Bumpers and Iulbright,

was one of those people in that dilemma, who do I support? But for her

1-te

t was no problem. She said she liked Dumpers but Pulbright was her man.
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She was Jjust sorry that one of them had to go because she liked both of
them. 3By the end of the campaign she had talked herself into a total
frenzy. She believed. . . she was comparing Bumpers to Hitler. "Iy
god, this man scares me to death. I don't think anything's there.”" She
had Just talked herself into a total hatred of the guy. And this was
happening throughout. Oh, you ought to read some of the Gazette editor-
ials. Man alive, I'n tellinz you. We've got them all in there. This
was part of Fulbright's problem, too, because they were trying to hurt
somebody that the man was Just not vulnerable on anything. You know,

T think you can criticize and attack in a political campaign if there's
some chinlt you can grab hold of, You're operating on some suspicion
that's in the public mind, DZut it Just all came across as so false. In

-

1970 the Cagette, which had
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election they supported Bumners over Rockefeller. And they strongl
v o

supported him. ¥hen the Gazeite. . « you know, for the Gazette every-
thing is Dlack and white. There are no greys in politics. DEverybody's
eilther pure or evil., They adopted Dale DBumpers and, man, they loved

the guy. Uith the exception of his support of the community college

program, which te opposed, the man could do no wrong. Within

the course of a 30 minute announcement Dale Bumpers, llarch 1lth, became

~

the lowest scum of the earth. And all of a sudden they started finding

-

all sorts of things they didn't like about him. You Inow, it Jjust came
across as so Ffalse. It would Just never sell,
W.D.V.: Did it mean anything?

Tinoch: The Gazette?

W ?

D.Ves Did it hurt Bumpers?

. T
T~

Enoch: Iy own theory is. . . and, you know, I don't Inow how you

prove it without a poll and I don't have access to them, but I think

ported Yinthrop Rockefeller--in the general
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there's 30-35% of the people who would have voted for Fulbright against
God. And there's probably 30-35% of the people who would have voted

for Hitler if that was the only other name on the ballot running against
Fulbright. Which would leave 35-40% moveable [?] vote. You know, if
that is a correct assumption, Bumpers got every moveable vote in the
state., All Tulbright got was Jjust his solid base.

W.D.V.: Didn't the published polls show that? What was going to
happen?

Znoch: Well, there was only one published and that. . . . I don't
know exactly. . » . It was based on. . . . It was a Newsom poll that
was released. . . . Bumpers made his announcement at 9 o'clock and it
was on the 6 o'clock news that night based on 167 surveys. You tell me
how valid it was. It showed 60-27 Bumpers over Fulbright with 13% un-
decided., I have no idea if that's the way it stood that day or not. I
don't place a great deal of faith in that poll. And that's the only one
that was ever published. . . well, ¥en Bailey did some up in northwest
Arkansas. Walker told me the night of the election that their polls had
been consistent, that from the very beginning it was two to one and never
waivered although there was a fairly high undecided. Said about a month
before the election both of them dropped slightly, but again, that was
proportionate. And he said towards the end, when they were trying to
pin the undecideds down as to which one they were leaning toward, that
that broke down two to one for Bumpers. He said there was never any
variance throughout the whole race.

W.D.V.: What that suggests then is that the enormous amount of
noney Fulbright put in to that campaign did nothing.

J.B.: VWhere does Pryor fit into the political picture? He's the

.

next governor of Arkansas, presumably.




Enoch: Two things. One, David is important to the state, I think,
because of the image he has. He isa moderate. Is perceived as a moderate.
And so from the standpoint of the image and the continuity of Rocke-
feller, Bumpers, I think that's important. TPersonally, I think David
is a weak administrator. I think he's bush league compared to Bumpers.
And personally, I think this is the last office David will ever hold, al-
though he clearly is aiming. . . « It Jjust so happens that two terms as
Arkansas governor would bring it to 1978 which is when lMcClellan's seat's
up. And I dont think there's much doubt that that's what's in his
mind, Personally I don't think he'll have a chance of winning in four
years.

J.B.: Who will he be running--

Enoch: I'm not real positive David will be able to hold on to the
governor's office for four years.

J.B.: Who will be running against him? Alexander?

Enoch: Alexander, Thornton, probably others.

s

J.B.t Probably Alexander or Thornton? Is that how it's shaping up?

Enoch: Or hoth.

J.B.: They may both actually go for it?

Bnoch: Alexander wants to be a 3Senator and I understand that's. . .
Ray Thornton's definitely aiming at it, too. And I'm sure David will
run, provided he's still on the scene, But the thing is. . . « What

t was an extremely soft 51%. There were

I was saying earlier, I think i ;
very few people who were around who were really excited about David.

And even people who supported him and worked for him have no confidence
whatsoever where David will come down in any real controversy. He. . .

he's had some real pressure applied to him. He had. . . . Ironically,

1

at the beginning of this campaign, Faubus started, made a big speech,

tv address about the governor makers. A group of businessmen, Arkansas
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businessmen who had gotten together and decided that David was the man
and then proceeded to dry up the money for everybody else. The thing
]
about it was that it was true. They did get together. éﬁék Stevens
held it and meetings did occur. When it first came out David just denied

it and said no such thing had happened. A couple or three weeks later

John Bennett came out with a story in the Commercial—'ﬁyqﬂeE[ saylng

here's when the meeting happened, here's what time it happened, here's
where it happened, here's who was present, here's what happened at the
meeting. Following that, David did remember something about the meet-
ing. He recalled that he had gone to such a meeting, but he certainly
didn't know anything about drying up money or being picked or anything.
Of course, Orval had gone, too. And these were the people who had sup-
ported Orval for years and years and years. This time they were going
with David. TIt's big business in thisstate. David also has the sup-
port of big labor. And how he's going to keep both of them happy will

be very interesting.

-J

J.B.: Uhat is labor's role in Arkansas politics

Enoch: T don't know. Money and manpower more than influence. It's
not major, but it's. . . . 3Becker is, I think, pretty well respected all
the way around. You'll find him to be very articulate. He's sharp. A
good man. Probably, to a good extent, the influence of labor is the
result of Becker, He's been very articulate. They've got a very de-
finite bent. Two years ago llcClellan started hitting Pryor over the head
with his labor money and apparently it certainly had an effect. I don't
know any way to isolate out that one factor. But man, they were beating
David over the head. Tell you a funny story about that. When Pryor,
when lcClellan first started hitting. . . . I think he charged that

Pryor had gotten something like $76,000 from labor at that point. And
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whatever I could to get the Gazette's editorial endorsement, but I think
it's of real dubious value in any major state race. Robert Fisher--you
sald you've talked to him already--he had a thing. . . his column in the
Democrat yesterday was concerned with newspaper endorsements.
the newspapers in Arkansas endorsed Fulbright. I thought his whole
column was very wealk, simply because you can't say "Okay, the newspapers
endorsed, here are the election returns, so endorsement did or did not
have any effect." You know, it's Just a ridiculous position to wind up
in and yet that's essentially what he was talking about in his column.
I don't know how much influence they. . . « I think it's minimal in any
state race.

W.D.V.: How about the reporting of politics or the investigative
reporting of state government? Any?

Bnoch: Not a great deal. DPeriodically the Gazette will get out on
a crusade but it's very spuratic. Bennett, John Bennett, is probably the
toughest investigative reporter in Iittle Rock. Unfortunately, he's a
one man buresu, you Imow, who's trylng to cover everything and do sone

)

investigative stuff, too. But Bennett probably comes out with more
hard hitting stuff than anybody around there. DIven operating against the
whole Gazette and Democrat and AP and everybody.

J«Be: Do the wires pick up his stuff?

Enoch: Occasionally. 3But it's. . . . The Gazette does a poor Jjob
of analysis. They'll go through a whole legislative session and they
pride thenselves on being a newspaper of record and to that extent I
think they're strong. Because they do run an awful lot of copy. Illan,
the amount of stuff they'll run onte legislative session is Just. . . .
Reams and reams of it. DBut almost at no point, during that whole session,

. - 1

will they ever stop and say, you know, here's what this big issue that



we've been writing about for six weeks now is all about. Iiere's where
people are lining up and here's what the real gut issue's about and here's
why it's hung up and here's vhere they come out on it., They never do it.
T.D.V.: You mean the interpretive, investigative stuff is done by
a guy from an out of state newspaper?
Znoch: AP does a heck of a lot better Job than the Gagette. The

) 3

Cazette Just never does that. They don't do it

Hc

n a political campaign--

&

T.D.V.: Isn't the Gazette and the Democrat the two state wide papers?

l

BEnoch: And the Democrat will do that more than the Gazette will.

The Gazette Just doesn't know how to do it.
W.D.V.: UWhat is there beyond that, though? In spite of the commer-
I 9 &)

cial appeal of the Democrat and the Gazeltte?

Jommercial has a guy who worls in ILittle Rock

(ol

Imoch: The Pine Bluff

2

some named George Wills. I don't see the Pine Bluff Commercial that well;
I see 1t very periodically. Apparently Wills [ﬁells?] does this occa-
sionally. But the thing is that he's kind of part time in ILittle Rock

and he's not even up there all the time, Illobody else really even has any-
body down there. TIverybody else just feeds off the AP. And the AP could

1

put out anything and the papers of this state [ch doing i ]. o tell-
ing. T get extremely disillusioned sometimes because I Just. . . « Well,

state. + .+ « If the

N
o
o
O
Hy

you'll see, I get a number of papers from out o
AP ran a big long story and said two people met each other on the street
today, I declare T think a lot of papers around this state would put it
on page one. And say Two llen lleet.,

J.B.: How nuch impact did reapportionment have in Arkansas?

Enoch: There was a pretty fair turnover in the legislature., I
couldn't say definitely what effect 1t had on the legislature. The legi-

~

slature is falrly urban now. Under the old system every county--we have




75 counties in this state. There were 100 legislators. Every county
was guaranteed at least one state representative. Then the other 25
were given to larger counties.

J.B.: Are there any real powers in the legislature?

)
1

Bnoch: The senate, particularly. The single most powerful person
in the Arkansas state senate is llax Howell, who is an attorney in Jack-
sonville, which is Just north of Iittle Rock, still Pulaski county. Ilow
the extent., « . . We had lax up for session this year along with 3ill
Grantham to talk about the legislature . He was in the legi-
sdature for 12 years. He's former chairman of the legislative council.
Quite effective. He ran for lieutenant governor and got his ass beat.
Doug would be fairly candid and open. llax, I don't think you'd get a
great deal out of him.
J.B.: Who has the power in Arkansas?

Znoch: [Unclear--it's going to take a ninute? ]

J.B.: Uhat groups?

Enoch: Iet me think about that one some. The utilities have had
and Whit Stevens still has.

J.B.: lany legislators on the utilities' payroll? Has anybody
looked into that?

Bnoch: At one point they had quite a number of them. Marion Crank,
vho was the '68 gubernatorial nonminee, probably one of the most effective

legislators, he'd been in for 18-20 years er something. Extremely ef-

fective guy. 2ut he was employed by the Foreman Cement Company, which

:]. Clarence Bell of the state senate
was, works directly for Ark[obviously the utility company]. I've for-

gotten., I think they had seven at one point, directly on the payroll.
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cal contributions,

J.B.: How about banks?

Enoch: They've been strong in terms of banking legislation, but I
don't think they've really tried to [unclear]

J.B.: Any single industrial group? In this state that's particular-
ly strong? Or dominant. Iike textiles would be in the Carolinas. No
single dominant corporation lilke Coca Cola in Georgia. lfore traditionally

T sort of had the impression

that Arlkansas

, to some ex-

tent, resembled South Carolina and perhaps Georgia in the sense that
Democrats are in control and that the Democratic party consists basically
of a coalition of blacks, organized labor, courthouse Democrats, and

the very top level of the financial and business community.

Enoch: I think where that would hreak down is I'm not sure the Demo-
cratic party is. . . it's not worth anything to have a Democratic party.
You haven't zot anything if you've got it. The whole thing is still
individuals. If you want power and you get control of x number of legi-
slztors. DBut the party, what's that? I don't know if anybody's ever
wasted their time trying to get control of the party.

J.B.: Not control of the party but--

Enoch: The Dblacks, of course, are only now coming back to the Demo-
cratic party. That was a transition that generally took about four years.
'90-'7, . T think it was pretty well complete by then. Give you an
interesting--

J.B.: Did Bumpers get much black support his first time around?

Enoch: Mot much.

J . B area?

That has he done in that
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Bnoch: Not that much overt. They have brought apparently a preltiy
good percentage of blacks into state Jjobs. Probably his most overt
thing was the big controversy in '72 over the lLee county cooperative.

e

[Hhich is larianna.? ] Are you faniliar with that?

J.B.: Yeah.

Bnoch: ™Mnally came dowmn to hinging on Bumpers taking a position
on the thing and he supported the continuation of the cooperative.

o ~

J.B.: How about on his staff. Does he have blacks on his staff or

Pt

in any ey positions?

Tnoch: He has one now, who was in our program this year. [????Cora
ﬂciinley?] She was hired as an education consultant. The question cane
up in his sessions with us and he continued to say, you know, that he
was looking. Just a matter of finding. + « &

J.B.: Does he have any sort of human affairs, human relations con-
Ho sort of state anti-discrimination law?

Enoch: To,

T.D.Ve: Io civil rights commission?

Bnd of side of tapne. This interview runs for two Laoeu.T
[Discﬂ"“WOJ of some writings, apparently recent--hard to hear who or
zrhat.]

Bnoch: MHe came over and interviewed Harry Ashmore and a few other
people., And it puts Orval in the same camp exactly, he's Jjust the mirror
inage of George Wallace in the '50s and early '60s and Herman Talmidge. .
of every Jjust absolute blattant racist that the South's ever produced.

s . T .

And T don't think that's a fair evaluation of him,
1T

.B.: How does he really differ from Wallace, who started out as

4

a moderate and made race into a viable political issue?

W.D.V.: Taubus started out as a pulist.
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J.B.: Or Talmidge, who was using, you know, inherited race as a
political issue but then moderated. Where does Faubus differ from the
others, that's my question? I mean, there's no question that he exploit-
ed race politically., To a large extent. Right? I mean there's some
question as to detaill, but no question about him exploiting race as a
political issue.

W.D.V.: And [indeed/Dale?] has been one of the most recent people
to try that again, in 1970, There are very few candidates in the South,
since the 1960s that have tried to exploit race as an issue.

J.B.: Tester Maddox, to a limited extent.

Enoch: Unfortunately, I wasn't in the state during the Democratic
primary in '70. Ih some ways my impression is that he came across more
demogogic in this campaign than he did in previous campaigns. Which
really surprised me. And incidentally, Bill [Ievitt?], who's chairman
of my board, was handling Faubus' campaign this year.

J.B.: How does he deal with race this year, because I Just really
didn't follow that governor's race? What was he saying? What were his
code words?

Enoch: Mostly busing. 3But the issues that he was hammering at this
year are all the things that were designed to remind us of the image of
Faubus in the '50s and early '60s. Which doesn't make any sense from
the standpoint of strategy.

J.3.: He had busing. Was there anything else?

Enoch: He had busing. He had communism. He had drugs. The thing--

J.B.: Crime?

Inoch: The thing is, we've got a communist professor at UofAlr [?].
Arkansas's probably the only state in the country where communism will

be an issue in 1974, lo, I don't think he was hitting crime that much.




Primarily, his three were busing, communism and drugs. And, you know. .+ . .

W.D.V.s those are issues that tend to con-
cern issues of the past. So he must have viewed that as THE thing that
got him elected. Really.

Enoch: I don't know. That's the thing that doesn't make any
sense. As to why they were. . . . DBecause the thing is, I don't think. . . .
We had Faubus for a session last year and I think you'll find him, an
interesting session with him. But I don't view Orval Faubus as a man
who is just totally ruled by emotion. The man is. . . . Was he en-
phasizing these issues this year because that was really where he came
down philosophically. That these were the most pressing concerns facing
the state of Arkansas--

W.D.V.: No, but that's the way he won, before.

Enoch: Then that says that the man who is generally perceived as
one of the smartest politicians to hit this state has just totally lost
touch with reality. Which way be true.

W.D.V.: DButtake one of your two alternatives., If he comes down
that way or because that's the campaign strategy he won in the past.
Bither way, what does it say about him?

Bnoch: I think the strongest argument is that he's lost touch with
reality. Cause the thing is. . . « I think generally in the press, you
know, we've felt for years that you Jjust. . . there's no. . . you have to

-

be a moderate to win state office in this state as a newcomer., I don't
think a racist, demogogic approach can win state office in this state.
ot a major office. Bvery one we've had run in the past--

7.D.V.: Or to make even the nomination.

Tnoch: Well, that's one in the same at this point.

W.D.V.: Yeah, that's right.
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Enoch: And we've had some real conservatives try. Just haven't

been able to pull it out.
J.3.: Tet me ask you, go back to the legislature. Institutional-

ly, has Bumpers. . . .» The impression I have 1s that Bumpers has great-
ly enhanced the power of the governor's office, to some extent., Through
reorganization primarily. Did that result in a weakening of power by
whom? By the legislature? Or by these independent boards and commis-
sions?

Bnoch: Independent boards and commissions.

J.B.: How much. . . . Who dominates. . « 7

Enoch: The legislature has finally started making some moves to
update their structure. This occurred beginning in the session last
year and it's in the process ofbeing continued in the interim.

J.B.: The legislature has a great deal of institutional power here,
don't they? Or not? I'm Just thinking of that majority vote to over-
ride a veto. But they don't exercise it. Uhy not?

Enoch: They haven't been structured to. They don't have--

J.B.: Does seniority prevail in the legislature in both4houses?

Tnoch: Cenerally, but seniority I don't think. . . is certainly
not as in Congress, for example.

J.B.: How about the speaker? Does the speaker have much power?
And who con-- What's the role of the governor in the election of
the speaker?

Bnoch: None., Really.

J.B.: Okay. Does the speaker appoint committees? Does he nane
committee chairmen?

;

Enoch: Yes.

J.B.: Does the speaker usually rotate?

Enoch: Lvery term.



J.B.: It is. Okay. Is that just by tradition?
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Bnoch: Yeah. llobdy has Just really built up, you know--

J.B.: How about in the senate? Does the lieutenant governor

preside?

Inoch: Yes. And the lieutenant governor used to have roughly

the same power that the speaker of the house did until Rockefeller won

and brought in a Republican lieutenant governor. At which point they

stripped the lieutenant governor of any authority to do anything, except

preside.
J.B.: Does he vote? On ties?
Enoch: On ties.
J.B.: How are committees appointed in the senate?
Enoch: They probably would have taken that away, too,
been in the constitution. Committee on committees.
J.B.: In effect, the Democratic caucus.

Inoch: Yes.

if it hadn't

J.B.: The committees. Is it usually the senior member becomes

chairman or is it by vote?

Enoch: Senior. So seniority has an effect, but the problem is, it

Just has not been a strong operation because it's extremely low paid,

they've had no interinm powers or anythings-
J.B,: Annual sessions?
IEnoch: No, every two years.
J.B.: It's still every two years.
WeD.V.: Is there a limit on then?
Enoch: Sixty days.

J oBa So the governor really is in control.

Enoch: Which can be extended and has occurred, but not extended for



very long.

J.B.: How can extend it?

Enoch: The legislature. And the thing is. « « « See, one thing
they tried this year, last year was kind of interesting. They finally
lecided. « « o Once they adjourn sine y die they're dead until the
new legislature's elected and comes in in the next two years or until
the governor calls them into session. Special sessions in Arkansas,
they cannot consider anything except what the governor includes in the
call. They have no authority to include any matters of their own.

W.D.V.: Can he call as many of these as he wants to?

Enoch: [onaLentWV posi vo.] And the thing is, their pay goes
down to nothing when they go into special session. It's just a vast
losing proposition. It's losing as it is, but they get--I've forgotten--

- 1. . & - .
it's something like $12 a day perdiem for regular session and it goes
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to something like $5 a day for sp

J.B.: UWhat do they get in salary?

BEnoch: 3100 a month.

J.B.: The thing was, last year rather than adjourning sine p die
they decided they were Just going to recess until January of this year.
And then., . . if the governor. . . if there were things that had come
up that had to be dealt with, then they could just call themselves back
into sesslon. Get together in Januvary, look over the situation and

decide if they needed to do a1
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If they did, they'd come back
into session. If not, they'd adjourn sine p die. There would be a couple
of advantages to going that route. One would be that if they came back

into session they're still in regular session which means they have con-

a
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=

trol over what they can consider, And they'd still get the more pay.

They came back in January and Jjust adjourned sine y die.
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J.B.: You have an executive budget, I take it. In addition-to
having an executive budget, has there been any move to increase the gover-

1

nor's salary? Increase legislative salaries?

Enoch: It's on the ballot again this year. The constitutional
amendment will be voted on this fall. [Something about salary and com-
mission.]

J.3.: Does that include legislature?

Enoch: Yeah., Everything except. . . . It would include executive,
legislative and county officials.

J.B.: You have a commission to set these salaries? How would the
commission be selected?

Enoch: I've forgotten. A certain number to be named by the chief
Justice of the supreme court, a certain number by the governor, a cer-
tain number by the legislature.

J.B.: How are Jjudges selected? In Arkansas.

Enoch: Straight ballot.

J.B.: At all levels?

Enoch: Circuit and chancellary Judges were all running this year.
The supreme court justices have to run staggered terms.

J.B.: How about vacancies? Are they appointed?

Znoch: I can't answer that., Would have to check.

W.D.V.: Does the legislature have any staff at all or any post

audit Tunctions?

3
=)
‘.h
0
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Pnoch: They're finally. . .« . s one of the main things
that has come out of this Eagleton study. Uhich incidentally, you may
want to take that along and glance at it. The Bagleton study which they

have instituted since the '73 session. Interim committees now, with

some staffing for committees. They've streamlined the committees,
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establishing ten committees in the house and the senate that are all com-
parable. The same ten committees in both bodies. In the past all they've
had really. « o« the Arkansas legislative council
which had a staff. This is the reason. « . . You know, they were Just
outgunned. They Jjust simply couldn't compete. Cause they didn't have
the staff. They didn't spend the time to really be that Inowledgeable.
So they Jjust really haven't been that strong.

W.D.V.: Have they been essentially a rubber stamp?

Enoch: Well, they certain became that during Faubus years. During
Rockefeller years. » « » Of course you get into thalt situation then. . . .
The Democrats were all saying of course "For years you accused us of be-
ing a rubber stamnp and now we're trying to show some independence and
you criticize.," DBecause at that point they'd started opposing Rocke-
feller. By 1970 they were tired of being criticized and started cooper-
ating again.,

J.B.: Did the conventional wisdom say that Arkansas is likely to
return Democratic in national elections soon?

Enoch: Not necessarily.

J.B.: Suppose you end up with Teddy Kennedy against Gerald Ford?

Znoch: I think Ford would carry it. Because the independence is

te

here. Teople learned to split the

T
g

r tickets and they're willing to do it.
It's Just that--

J.Bst Dut you say you've got to be a moderate to progressive to
win in a state ride election, but in a national election they'll vote
conservative, is that 1t?

Inoch: Well, the differences between the perception of Pryor or
Bumpers who are generally considered to be moderates to Teddy Kennedy

)

who would not be classified by most Arkansas voters as moderate, I don't
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think. I'm not sure that a person clearly identified as a liberal would
win in Arlkansas.

J.B.: Is there anybody in Washington, in the Congressional dele-
gation--

Enoch: Ironically Bumpers is probably considerably more liberal than
his image.

-

«B.: Is there anybody in the Congressional delegation who sort
of plays a heavy hand in state politics? Does INcClellan take any role
in state politics?

Enoch: Not nuch.

J.Be: Wilbur Mills?

Enoch: Not to my knowledge. No, for the most part they don't get
involved--
J.B.: Did Mills hurt himself in Arkansas in the '72 race for presi-

dent? Ve keep reading things that MMills has weakened himself in Con-
gress and it all started with the '72 race.

Enoch: T don't think that hurt him as much as the milk deal's going
to hurt him.

J.B.: That was tied in with it, though, wasn't it?

Enoch: 3But in terms of comparing that, you know, the money prob-
lens to Just simply an evaluation of his political judgnment which suf-
fered some, but not fatally. But the milk thing Jjust comes across as
more than just poor judgment. I think that is going to hurt him some,

because general perception has been that Wilbur fills, whatever else may

£

-

be said, the man is honest. And apparently he was extremely clean until
he lost his Judgment about the presidential politics. You know, an

example 1s the fact that apparently ever since he's been in Washington

he takes the standard deduction on his income tax and doesn't even try
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to itemize or claim deductions or anything., Just simply because he was
head of that committee in charge of tax legislation. In order to avoid
problems., You know, the only explanation I've heard is that he Jjust
got carried away in '72 and lost his better Jjudgment process. But

~

he's going to get hit hard this fall. VWe've got. . . « You can see
sone of the clippings from Judy Petty that will give you an idea of the
sort of tack she's going to be taking this fall. She's already been
hitting hinm. She came out last week calling on Jowarsky to start in-
vestigating Wilbur Mills, too. I don't know what's going to happen with
him. 3But I Jjust have a feeling that he may not be up there that many more
years. llaybe one more term.

J.B.t If he's up there one more term. FFulbright is out. McClellan
presumably 1s on his last term.

Inoch: Presumably.

J.B.: And he's going to have a. « « » He almost lost last time and
he's going to be six years older this tine.

Enoch: Yes, but he'll have a blg thing going for hin,

Jd.B.: The only seniority left--

Enoch: If they ever get campaign. . . if they ever reform quote un-
quote our campaign laws like they're trying up there I don't think you'll
ever bealt an incumbent Senator in the state of Arkansas. 119

~

bill that Jjust passed t

*_)"

and die, The last e Senate will limit total
expenditure in an Arkansas primary campaign to $109,000. lan, you ain't
got a chance against an incumbent for $109,000 unless you're Dale Bumpers
with fantastic credibility.

W.D.V.: Bven if you financed it with public funds. You had $109,000
that was publicly financed--

Znoch: The thing is, in a DPemocratic primary, you know, public



noney doesn't male any difference because there's money available,
David wasn't hurting for it. He spent a half million, pretiy close to
1t

J.B.: TUhere'd his money come from?

Tnoch: only come up with 487

J.B.: Oh, you mean in the Senate race.

Bnoch: I just don't think you can--

J.B.: lhere did his noney come from besides organized labor?

Enoch: I don't know
[Interruption in tape. I think they change 1ocations.]

J.B.: You say he had the extreme left and the right.

‘.!o

Enoch: The thing

«
. " . .

J«B.t how Fulbright did.

Enoch: The leadership of the right. He had some of his celebrated
supporters which again really created some problems for him. IHe was
endorsed early in the campaign by ]% rald L. K. Smith. Iate in the cam-
paign he had state representative Frank lHensley, who iﬁ going to head

George 'allace's campaign in Arkansas in '76

& , working for him and send-
ing out letters for him., Jim Johnson, the former supreme court justice,
segregationist, was supporting him. John llorman Warknock, former head
of the independent party, AIP in Arkansas, was supporting him. The
chajrman of the AIP in ?ArTlansas right now endorsed hinm early in the cam-
paign. You Imow, it really gave him problems. [Blair?] was quoted in

an article I was showing you yesterday, saying that because of that we

| E -,

1id look schigophrenic. !lay be.
7.D.V.: TPlus he had Paul llewman and Joanne Woodward. Right?
Znoch: HNot dowm here,

, in the paper this morning it said they contributed
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- or %%,000 to his campa

al "L)
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J.B.: 5o the issue with Fulbright is that he was perceived by
his opposition as being soft on, comnunism. The issue was really Ful-
FeR
bright and his record. Ussseted issues. E?ﬁ And the same thing with
Faubus.
Enoch: The thing is, with Bumpers, Bumpers never. « . . The same

™, 9, -

thing would have been true with Faubus, It made no difference whether

Bumpers talked about Faubus or not. For that anti-Faubus vote. It
r there. And those people were voting on the basis of that
issue. So, you Iknow, it's really tough to talk about issues. [Unclear.]

J.B.: Uas the combination of personality and. « . « DJumpers’
personality vs the issue of Faubus or vs the issue of Fulbright or vs
the issue of Rockefeller, really.

Znoch: Yeah.

J.B.: Hadn't Rockefeller himself become an issue to the extent
that he couldn't work with the legislature., He'd had a problem with
alcoholism, The other candidates were the issues, in all three cases.

Enoch: The thing is. . « . f course Bumpers, this tine, could
talk in general terms about his record and performance, etc., etc.
Vhich. « « .« llost people probably could not name it very far, but the
general perception was that he had done a good Jjob, been a credible,
effective governor. There are, apparently, some real misconceptions
about Bumpers. I think he is., . . I don't know to what extent, but I'm

~

surec he 1s to the left of his His image administer-
(&)
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ing Arkansas is not. He's probably more liberal. . . will probably be
one of the more liberal Senators that we'd have with Fulbright. Across
the board.

J‘IA

J.B.: Tt seems then that in Arkansas the issues really revolve
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around the candidates. DBut they are issues. Involved in those personal-

ities. And it's not the fact that Dumpers takes liberal positions that
creates an ethos [?] involving him projects his image of

integrity and trust. Am I correct? I mean that's much nore signifi-
cant in the voters' nd than what he's done or hasn't done in t
slature.
Enoch: He's able, has been effective. There are very few things--
J.B.: Perceived as being a bad image.

-

Inoch: Yes, I'd say so.

W.D.V.: Was the 35%

\,\J

5% of the vote that Faubus got and Fulbright got
essentially the same vote? Did they draw from the same groups?

Inoch: Io,

W.D. V.

Enoch: No.,
J.B.: Why was the right wing supporting Fulbright?
Enoch: I'm not sure that those leaders were able to bring that
many along when they. . . « Just wound up with a lot of problens
1.D.V.: Are the same ones that voted for Pryor the same ones that
voted for Bumpers?
Enoch: No, T don't think it would break down that way in any race.
Most of Fulbright's vote would have bemn liberal. He got some conserva-

tiv

D

vote., He got some special interest vote. And then this is where it
starts getting confused, crossing lines in terms of ideology. Fulbright
has been a real friend of special interests. Agriculture, oil, bankers,
financial community in general. You know, you're getting into some real
conservative folks there. PFulbright's been taking care of the farmers.
And they're a farmer and they're comservative. They wind up with some

problems, but apparently he did pretty well over in the agricultural areas



of the state. He had the strong support of what oil indus
down in south Arkansas. [At least among the leaders.?] So it starts
getting across lines.,

W.D.V.: Aren't those the same people that support Faubus?

Fnoch: llo [unclear. ] What percent of Fulbright's
35% that would male up I don't know, but not that great. T think most
of Fulbright's vote, basically, was the liberal or the left. The
nmoderates apparently swarmed to Dumpers. 3But the liberals. . . those
are the same people. . . « All the people that I Inow, for example, who
are working in Fulbright's campaign here, in Little Rock, etc., all
were Faubus haters to the . Dasically liberal., Probably
all of them voted for Pryor.

[l

J.B.: In state wide races at this point in Arkansas, you were sug-

gesting last night that the Democratic primary has reverted to being para-
mount to election.
Bnoch: Yes. And I don't see anything that can reverse that. IZe-
cause it's a matter of perception. The thing is that. . « « Do you
remenber that newsletter we did back in January I think about the general

elecction on the decline?

T.D.,Ve: I don't think so.

3

noch: The thing is, in the mid *'60s, just simply looking at the
pattern, the turn out, when Rockefeller started running, '64, '66, the
ceneral election started going way up in terms of turn out. The primary
o w (& v s F5 ’
down. Starting in the early '70s, that started reversing. And right

now we're paclk, very clearly, to a situation where the people look to

the primary. Which means that those people who in the late '60s nominally
had

considered themselves Republicans haVve reached a point where they passed

up the Democratic primary, looked to the general election and the
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Republican primary, such as it was, now are coming back
voters in Arkansas had always taken prior to the '60s. If you uant to
have a voice in government in Arkansas you got to win the Democratic
primary. And the turn out just shot up this time. And T think it's
going to Jjump drastically this fall,
B: If it drops dramtically then there is the potential--

[Jnd of side of caae.]

J«B.: How about this one, Dale? Xen Coon is saying that if Win-Paul
Rockefeller became active in Republican party affairs, visibly actilve,
it would have a tremendously invigorating effect. IHis presence neaning
money is available again, prestige of the name, the symbolic effect of

. L

his being in therc would

.‘

0]

disspell the loser image the party is so badly
tagged with and essentially would generate a great deal of enthusiasm
47

in bringing people back in to work and having something to work for and

this sort of thing. Is that a pipe dream or is that reality?
Bnoch: I think that's a possibility ten years down the road. dJust
Wlinthrop Paul's presence can't make the Republicans look like winners

when they're still losing. It would be disaster for him to run himself,

He's simply not ready and it's goling to be several years before he will

be ready. Foxr him to try to speed that process up and try to run in
the very near future would be disaster for him,

J.B.: T don't think he was talking about him so much as being a
candidate as Just becoming active in the party.

Enoch: It would be of gome value to them, but I don't think of
tremendous value. I think that's a pipe dream.

J.B.: But you don't see it as a pipe drean for the long run?

Enoch: Io. On the basis of that letter I was showing you yester-

day, I thinl the indications are that Uinthrop Paul is going to get

active. Some ninimal value to then for a whil



Tho's he going to attract? I don't see him building on the Depublican

base to any great extent., Until we stand oul where he stands politically.

liobody Imows, and from what I gather Winthrop Taul's not real sure.

3

Dased on his father's image, his appeal would be to moderates. Iut
at this point moderates aren't looking for another home. They've got
Bumpers. They've got Fryor.

J.B.: In four years they're going to have a couple of challenges to
MeClellan,

Tnoch: The leadership of the Democratic party right now is moder-
ate. They're not looking for anything. Back in the mid *60s, they
were. They had a choice between Orval Faubus who was going out and
Jin Johnson, who had just been ncminated.

J.B.: Therc's another thing about Arkansas that strikes me as
unique. That is the fact that Roclkefeller was able to win really over-
vhelming support from blacks., Ieft the Democratic party without being

quote stignatized as being a black party. Never had that image. Cr
could never be tagged that way in Arkansas as could in some of the
other southern states. r attempts were made to do it in some other
southern states.,

Fnoch: I think the answer lies in Arkansas' geographical situation.
You Inow, once again, 1957 not withstanding. 1957. The general nind,

s A

I think, tends to lump Arkansas in with

our traditions sinply are not that similar. Eighteen percent of the

people in Arkansas are black. And about roughly half the counties have
some percentage of black population. You Imow, you've got hall the
state in Arfansas that is Jjust simply not involved in the race questioi.

.B.: [Unclear. ] [Race feelings? |

Enoch: Ilo, they really haven't. It's been a pretty noderate area



of the state.

J«B.: There did Wallace get his support?

Fnoch: In the delta, in the south.

J«B.: He didn't run strong at all in the other parts?

Enoch: Oh, he got some. The thing is, of course, Hallace was ap-
pealing to more than race at that point. Arkansas is still conserva-
tive.

J.B.: DBub Wallace wasn't running as a conservative on anything but
race, was he?

Enoch: I think he was perceived as much more than just a [unclear.]
I think he was perceived as stand up, send the message, the whole thing.
Which had some real appeal to conservatives outside the race issue. That
certainly was the biggest part of it. In Arlansas his areas of biggest

support ceme in the areac

Rockefeller; the thing is

Republican party was perceived in tho

black party. The th

The delta area.

IBERE

Crittenden, DeShea, Chic

wide image of a black party. Plus

il

ust the magic of the name.

And there were a lot of other issues
fortunate in his opposition as his op

n

J.3.: Was that [unclear.]

Inoch: HNo. Crank though was
Company, Foreman, Arkansas, which is
southwest, which is a subsidiary of Ar
which is headed by Whit Stevens. 3o
thing that the old guard represented.

of Dblaclk concentration.

thing 1is,

= £ 4
e ract,

vice pre

looking at

that in those areas of heavy black vote the
se areas, to a great extent, as a

that can happen in Thillipsg,

o counties without creating a state

you know, Winthrop Roclke-

e could avoid a lot of things

involved in the thing. He was very
position was pure segregationist.

sident of the Foreman Cement

Jittle county way doim
rlkansas and Iouisiana Gas Company,
llarion Just had natural ties to every-

-
rLre

nely vulnerable

S0 he was e:
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Iven at that he was probably winning until right at the end of the canm-

that he had had his fanily on the

o
Q
o
o

paign when they came up with the

legislative payroll for a number of years. The Republicans hit hin over

-~

the head with that the last two weelis of the campaign. Really hurt hin.
Dut his problem was still the of Dbeing very closely tied to

the old guard, which was everything that Crval Faubus had represented.
S0 Rockefeller. . . « About the next best thing to running against Faubus
himself. There were sone. . . » George Fisher, cartoonist. And you

.

really ought to loolk at some of his stuff 'cause he's a fantastic car-
toonist. He's done some beautiful stuff. One of the great cartoons of

that campaign was lMarion Crank standing in cement with his pants legs

rolled up to his Imees announcing that he was clean and not tied to

anybody. Tisher has Just been scathing when it comes to Faubus, the old
guard, Whit. T thinlz I've got one of his cartoons, or a couple of then,
over in the office I'1l showr you. Beautiful stuff.

J.B.: He with the Gazette?
Enoch: lio, he's independent. Me has Fisher Art Service and then
he does his cartoons and Jjust syndicates them himself. I think about

10, 12, 15 newspapers in the state use hin., I accused George earlier

this year of paying Orval's filing fee this year, or paying for his cam-

L

L for his filing fee." [laughter.

{]J
[
o

paign. He said "o, I Jjust p
But, you Imow, you go back. ., . 'O% he ran against OCrval but he really

wasn't ready. In '00, . o Dy that point they'd had voter registration

going for two years. They literally were in the process, starting in '65
and '56 carrine on into '67 3 T4 £ 41 a b 41
and '006 carrying on into '07 and '43, of almost computerizing the state.

I mean they bypassed voter registration, bypassed everything and Just
got on the phone and literally. « « « . I think they had close to half

the counties. . . . IEverybody on computer., Had them catelogued.
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FPor that '62 campaign. Tantastic operation. In '66 they were fortu-
nate in having Jinm Johnson, a racist, and in '63 Ilarion Cranl, who was
very closely tied 4o Whit Stevens. In 1970 they had Dale Bumpers and

t was all over. And it was over the minute Bumpers got the nomination.

They knew it was over. As this year, those people didn't expect it to
be over--

[Interruption in tape]

--yjere tormn.

Js«B«d This was in "72.

-

J«B.: Ilacks were Just northern Republicans in Arkansas and here's

-

le candidates.

i,

Mizon on the ballot and no attractive state wi
Tnoch: Thing is, there were twro groups that wound up in this posi-
tion. One was blacks; who regardless of age had bheen brought into the
= |

political system by Republicans and by Rockefeller. And the other were

neople, ILike this nan [Wornio?] I was nentloning

yesterday vhose First activities came in the mid '60s with TARs, teen-
age Hepublicans, and they got real involved in the Rockefeller campaign.
And all of a sudden DNoclefeller's gone and they're sitting there .saying
"Ium, an I really a Zepublican?" DBoth these groups were really having
schizophrenia in '72 and '73. 3y '73 interviews Dblaclks had Just

« Jde interviewed one bLlack vho said. « « « He had run for
the legislature as a Depublican. e said "ihat did you learn in the

n?" e said "I learned I'll never run as a Republican again."

Just Tind of--

J.B.: What's the effect of liixon's southern strategy so far as
Arkansas is concerned?
Inoch: Wwone that would have any permanence, uixon's got the votes

1 ).

and naybe the next Republican noninee 1ill get it. But there's no rub



J.B.t Did it kill any chances of any permanent allegiance of blacks?

that anyiay?

there really was.
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Enoch: o, there's still., . . . There are probably more black

Republicans here than in most southern states. Iy inpression is that
most of the blacks who still identify as Republicans were the leaders,

who are sticking. DBut they're not really leading anybody any more. Iaybe
a few isolated exceptions. But there are several. Sam
|

Zachary over on the delta arca. They were in leadership positions, but

Z ‘£0JL4."00€} they're leading anybody. There's just nothing else in the

Republican party to attract anybody, to attract blacks. Xen's not going
& A +he nheal + Doyt l‘ N MNarty anmhorrt hadn
to have the appeal to Republican party support hin.

John Harris Jones sure as hell won't. Traxle's not going to have any
appeal blachks, And there aren't any Democratic noninees, at least on
the major level, that repel blacks. On the ticket this fall for the

Democrats, going to be Bumpers, Pryor, Joe Percell, who is generally

perceived moderate. Third district, Robert Benton. [30mcbody and

Alexander wtho have not repelled blackz.] The conditions Jjust aren't

there. They're in a state of flux to some extent., One of the people in

L

the program this year wac a black attorney, female attorney from IHelen

1e and another guy fron Iittle Rock said their real

=¥
- LY
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movement now was towards independence., That whole thinz that blacks

shouldn't be identifying with either party. ILet's play it for what we

Tt

r

can get. Dut it's the same situvation you've got nationally. They can

' ) . .

tallx about it all they want, yet when you wind up with the choices it
comes baclk to the Democratic party.

[Interruption on taje.]



J.B.: Senate and the house serve. «

Enoch: DBverybody was surprised. They wercs « o o

1.D.V.: Have unatiractive salaries. UWhy don't you have the high
attrition rate that most legislatures have? Some of the states we've
been in have as much as 507,

J.2.: One, you don't have to work., . . much. You only come up
here two months every two years, isn't that right

Bnoch: DEverybody s expecting a huge nunber of candida
year and it Jjust fizzled. T don't Tmow why. I haven't heard anybody

who!

0

come out with anything except theories., DPolitics in general has

a bad name. lloney. [UncTCQT.]

- '

+Bs: Do the house and the senate both serve two year terms?
Enoch: The senate has four year terms, staggered. IHouse, two
year terms.
2.+ And how many members in the senate?
Eaoch: 35. 18 I think it was this year [came up
i

J.B.: And the house? 100, So that's sort of a lobbyist's dream.

Just a 35 nember senate,
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Enoch: Yeah, even though
susceptible senate. Bad body.
Incidentally, a convicted felone, tho's a state senator, is from Conway.

Guy named Jones. e mas convicted of income tax evasion. Senate won't

%ick him out and he won't quit., Judge gave him a three year
probation and $1,000 Fine. Something like that
J«B.: Tas he up for re-election this year? Will it hurt hin?

Tnoch: I don't Imorr. e a real interesting question to see what

the senate will do. Uhenever they neet. There are sone senators who

arc going to introduce a resolution to push for his renoval. It will be
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interesting to see vhat they do. Guy . Jones., DIetter known a .
5'2". Extremely flambouyant. Smart, Parliamentarian, 3Been in the
legislature for [,0?] years or better.

[interruption on tayo.]

Bnoch: [The lead in %o what he's talking about is undear. | They
couldn't bring it up because they physically didn't have it. And he
wouldn't give it back to them. And he Jjust held the thing for several

Wouldn't give them the Ley,

O

days.

J«B,: How much reform is there going on in the legislature?
Bnoch: lNost of the action's been in the house. The senate Just
eally is a depressing body.

J.B.: Oppressing?

Enoch: Depressing. Vhat hope there is, it's in the house.

J.B.: That, some of the house people moving up into the senate?

Enoch: T don't see any hope for the senate. Again, with all its
problems and its lousy image and everything else, there's hardly any
opposition to [the seats that ] are up this year. I think there are
only about four or five contested races out of 18, The two that ran
for re-election already won easily.

J.B.: Is there a ey man in most counties, politically? Not so
nuch as delivering votes as controlling power.

W.D.V.: Iike the sheriff or somebody.

J.B.: Senator. How much home rule--

Enoch: In some counties.,

J«B.: lost counties have some sort of governing body with some
power?

Inoch: The county judge or the county sheriff generally is going
to be the most powerful. But that's in the rural counties. Counties
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with any urban vote at all, they're really not a power. FFor example
1

this county, Faulkner [77 which is, you know, not huge, but you've got

28- 29,000 in Faullkner county. You have about 17,000 in Conway. Neither

1

the county Jjudge nor the county sheriff has any real power. They're
not a local political force. You get up to ladison, , Bemrcy,
Carroll, some of these, you know, some of these rural, delta counties,
and the county officials have some real power., But it strictly varies
from county to county. OC enden county, which is Uest llemphis, is
one that is still fairly well controlled, and yet the state representa-
tive over there was one of two incumbents who got defeated. Surprised
me. So apparently even Crittenden is changing. Conway county is the
only one that I know of that really just one person can deliver any
direction he wants.
‘

You ever heard of Gene Igﬁges? That's wvhere. . » « Conway county,
Marlton, the Marlton Dego &b[jnﬁél Gene %ﬁ“~o~ paper., It's a lousy
paper. Gene Worges is a lousy Journalist. There are two weeklies in

ere and if you want to get an idea of what's going on you have to
read both of them and come out somewhere in between. DBecause lWorges
is just on a vendetta., [Something about Hankins.] Hawkins is close
to the Pettijean Country Headlight, which is the other weekly. So every-

thing that's dealt with over there i1s in terms of pro or anti Marlin

Hawkins.,

.

L

Worges' stories are Just hilarious. They're not even news stories, H

b
&)

story will start out talking about the high sheriff of Conway county who
is well Inovn Ffor his illegalities., Wild stuff like this. Xhix His
paper last week with the election returns had a picture, two column
picture of lMarlin Hawkins with the caption: The Big Iloser. [Iaughter.]

J.Bs: So basically the state has a strong governor, is that right?

Is that a fair characterization?
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Enoch: Decause it has a weak leglslature. The thing is, institu-
tionally it is not cet up. « « « The constitutlon really doesn't pro-
vide for a strong governor. But it has beecn true. [Something about a
weak 1egislature.]

J.B.: Is that to some extent the result of rotating leadership?

Enoch: You nmean in the legislatuic?

J.B.: Yeah,

Enoch: Rotating leadership, lack of staff, lack of professional-

L

£ o~

sm, lack of sessions. Boy, you Imow, when you ram through everything

e

h

or two years, two years of legislation in 60 days, you can't give too
nuch consideration to it.

J.B.: Do any of the other constitutional officers have any power
to speal of? Deyond their obvious Jurisdiction.

Znoch: The only other one would be., . . » llo, no.

J.B.: lione of them have any voice in writing the Dbudget? There
is nos + » « The legislabure's Jjust very weal, is that right?

Bnoch: They have been. Though some of the changes. . « « I think
they're going to start gaining some strength. They're not going to be

1

the mercy of the governor as nuch in future sessions as they have

(9
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been. As they start implementing more of these things. « «

J.B.: I get the impression they really have a very deep mind set in

Arkansas. Spending money. Spending money for government in terms of
salaries, staff and everything else. Is this scmething that grew out
of Reconstruction?

Tnoch: I don't know. 3ut you Inow, they've been trying repecated-
ly. « + « The governor gets paid $10,000 a year; the lieutenant governor

malkes $2,500; the other constitutional officers make $5,000.

L
|

Enoch: All county off

icials are limited to $5,000 a year.
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for example, makes $5,0007

J.B.: You mean the attorney general, 1T

Inoch: Uhhuh.

J.B.: That does he live on? I mean, where does his inconec come
from?

Inoch: The secretary of state has his wife on the payroll as a
$18,000 a year administrative assistant, and her job is to greet every-
body who walks in the office.

J.B.: He makes 5 and she makes 137 Does the attorney general
practice law? He obviously can't live on $5,000 a year. Who else is
elected?

U.D.V.: You mean the governor 1s the highest paild state wide
ficial at 107

J.2.: The other five are. « « « The secretary of state's elected.
Attorney general,

4L

Inoch: The governor, lieutenant governor, atltorney general, secre-
. . . e 3 . land P
tary of state, state auditor, state treasurer, rXamRuing commissioner.

J.B.: You mean the state auditor and the state treasurer are mak-

-

. h T - .
ing 55,000, What does the land comnissionexr do?

Enoch: He Lkeeps up the state land, except he doesn't do a very
good Jjob of 1it.

T.D.Ve: He gets 5 as well?

Enoch: Yeah. And he's overpaid., [IaLghter.]

J.B.: State treasurer. Does he have regulation over banks and

1

J.B.: How about the auditor?
W.D.V.: TIs there any competition for all these Jobs?

Bnoch: Only in the late '60s when Rockefeller put [it over?] a
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full slate.
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Bnoch: lIlo.

J.B.: Do any of then have regulatory functions?

Pnoch: Ilos « « really, all it is is administrative.

J.Bet How does the auditor make a living? He got a farm somewhere
or something?
thing is. . . you know, it's appalling--

o

Tnoch: And the -

(-x

J.B.: Uhat do Judges get paild?

Fnoch: Theirs is not in the constitution. So they. . . theirs can
be set by the legislature. It's vhatever they can get out of the legi-
slature. Generally about $17- 18,000,

J.B.: Dven for say a supreme court Jjudge?

Bnoch: INo, I think they malre around 20.

J.3.: Who's the prosecuting attorney for the state? I mean vhat's
he called?

Enoch: For the state? The thing is, we have prosecuting attorneys
in each of the judicial districts.

J.B.: What are they called? DProsecuting attorneys? Are they

lected?

Enoch: They're elected.

J.B.: TUhat do they get?

Inoch: Tt's set by the legislature. I think that's generally $16-
17- 18,000, But it varies and I can't tell you. . . . I think there
are about three different classes, depending on size or something. DIut
they have constantly tried. . . . DIvery so often they have another con-

stitutional amendment to raise salaries. It never gets passed. John

Yard tells the story that we have literally had people. + « .
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[uncloar] low quality of
public officials looking at the county level. John tells about the
people who have literally run for office in Faullmer county on the plat-
form that they need the job and it pays 35,000 a year

[Interruption in ta;e.]

hecause they've been on--

J.B.: Fee gysten?

Bnoch: Iee cysten. In most counties they hold dual position of
sheriff and collector and they also make csone money off their tax col-
lections. It's not reported so nobody mows for sure how much they have
nacde.

T ™ - ] 1

J.B.: Is there any campaign reporting law in this state for state

Znoch: IHave to report expenditures by the candidates.

J.B.: Vhat he spent personally.

Enoch: 3o, you Imow, it's virtually worthless. lever enforced.
low this again is an area I think we're goinz to have legislation intro-

o

J«B.: How about conflict of

1te
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Enoch: There state legislation in that area, but I can't tell

vyou the provisions of it
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Bnd of tape. Bad of 1nLe“w10”.]




