“First Freedom Ride”

April 9-23, 1947

Teams of Freedom Riders defied Jim

Crow on interstate buses throughout

the South. They taught methods of

non-violence that inspired the Civil

Rights Movement.  At the bus station,

200 feet north,  they were arrested,

attacked by racists, and forced to flee.

Rev. Charles Jones, founder of the Community Church, rescued them.

Courts sentenced Bayard Rustin and

three others to thirty days on the

Chain Gang for challenging Jim Crow.
“First Freedom Ride”

April 9-23, 1947

Black and White Freedom Riders,

trained in non-violence, rode inter-

state buses into Chapel Hill to test 

compliance with a court ruling out-

lawing Jim Crow. At the bus station, 

200' north, local police arrested them
and racists attacked the group. Rev. 
Charles Jones, helped rescue them. 

Courts sentenced Bayard Rustin 

and three of his friends to thirty days 

on the chain gang for “coming down 

here and stirrin’ up our Negras.”
