.1 This ig an interview with Roy Reed conducted on

January 8, 197k.

i Most striking political change?
Roy Reed: The defeat of Orval Faubus for governor

of?Arkansas was the most striking single political act
33 §aﬁ3aﬁd-that was symbolic of the whole change. He was
 “réfiféd'§ndefeated but when he came back four years
., létéfFéﬁdEtried to get back in office and was soundly

ﬁdéfeéféd by Dale Bumpers, that said to me that Arkansas

H h;d;ébﬁé more than just ten years forward, but a2 full

;géhéfafioﬁ; When you get to looking around, there are no
 0f§aI Faﬁbﬁées any left, DNot even George Wallace is an

| CffélfféﬁﬁuS any more, giving him his full due. The
pbiifics 6f'race has changed and therefore these people
have-éhahged, so that we now see Arkansas, which in late
fiftié$ énd through sixties made no progresgs in industry,
_pub1i§ édu¢ation, indices that people measure progress
Byf;';z;'ﬂrkansas made none because it was so involved
wiﬁﬁ integration of schools, We have gone from that to
where schools virtually all are integrated. 3But we have

a governor who not only has capitalized on industrial-



fizétibh’df the South but he actually has questioned
| kiﬁdé cf:indusﬁry that come in.
| Well, you might date end of the second Reconstruction

':to the 1naugurat10n of Richard Nixon. 1 think we pretty

:f jWell stopped forward movement there, as far as gov-

| '_ernment was concerned, government as advocate of civil

’;ffrlghts Wlthln.51x months after Nixon had taken office

"=TI~was 3n federal court room in Jackson, Mississippi to

.V gftﬁéﬁ]Iﬁc;jFund and Justice Department for first time were

"inn 6p§oéi%e-éides on a desegregation case. The Justice

'”;]Department having gone over to . . . I started to say

. ﬁa segregatlonlst point of wview, if you make allowances

: f;for that 31mpllf1catlon Some things were being done in

.7fzgovernment ff‘_ in spite of Nixon--the Civil Rights

 Comm1ss¢on most notably, the people at Equal Employment

'-j0pportun1ty Comm1381on in spite of one of his guys being

”'gfat the head of it. But in general the government no longer

| Fftakes the lead it did in the early sixties and through the

.'£ Johnson years.

= How South different?

_ Reeda: Whlte politicians don't ignore black votes
'fany longer and you find them going into black commun-
.'1t1es and d01ng and promising things peculiar to black

rnegds, stlll.playlng to cateh up for sins in the past.



'Yoﬁ Wouldn't have thd in Towa. I suppose in a way we're
paying off a debt now in the South. Fifteen years ago
We:didn't acknowledge we owed a debt. Now we do.

We're paying it off and will be paying it off for a long
'tiﬁé, As long as that goes on I suppose there'll be
"différences between this region and others. 1 know deep
:_iﬁSide of me the South is different, but it's not as
*eéé&ﬁ%b-say how it's different as it used to be.

'(Eh§=of Interview. )



