The decision to make a khutbah about MSA guys disrespecting MSA women was easy. Friends and I had talked for weeks about our frustration with the guys, whether it was because of their micro-aggressions, blatant disregard of our feelings, or outright extreme-aggressions. Talk after talk left us pretty defeated; we couldn’t seem to think of a solution to our massive problem. We knew that just telling the guys that directly offended us didn’t work; either they would talk over us, deny they even did it, or gaslight us. To say the least, we felt that even when we confront guys, our voice wasn’t heard, or we were extremely uncomfortable. That’s when I thought of writing a khutbah. It’s not only obligatory for men to come to jummah salaah, it’s obligatory for them to sit and listen to the khutbah in its entirety. Most importantly, we knew that a khutbah would be the perfect platform for women who felt that their voices were never heard. Men wouldn’t be able to silence us, and we would have 15 minutes to feel liberated, to say what we truly were feeling.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Initially, we really didn’t know what we were doing. We had never written a khutbah before, and to make matters worse, we knew we wanted the support and contribution of as many girls as possible, but we didn’t know how we could feasibly write a khutbah with a large group of contributors. That’s when we decided to ask girls for their anecdotes and personal stories that could be used in the khutbah, and the original people who came up with the idea would be the writers. This way, we were able to receive support and anecdotes from over 25 girls who wholeheartedly stood by our khutbah’s message. Along the way, we faced challenges finding appropriate Hadith and Quranic support that would bolster our argument. We tried to look for specific evidence that emphasized the need for men to respect women without referencing mothers, sisters, or daughters. We were especially strict on this because we agreed that using the argument that men have mothers, daughters, and sisters was weak at best. We were simply tired of the fact that men can only respect women within a reductive context or because of some personal connection. They should respect women because they are women. There should be no other justification. Eventually, we broadened our search to respect as a general concept. That is when we found mounds of support in reference to oppression, marring reputations, asking for forgiveness, etc. When we finally finished, we showed it to the person who was giving the khutbah on our behalf. It was equally important that we found someone who not only was willing to give the khutbah, but also agreed with the message. We couldn’t have found someone better. He understood the message and wanted to help in any way so that our voices could be heard.

On the day of the khutbah, we were very nervous. We had made sure that no men besides our speaker knew about the khutbah’s message or that women had written the khutbah in the first place. We wanted to completely surprise them. However, we knew that this was risky; not telling anyone could create a larger outrage than if they had prior knowledge. And we were also just afraid of the outrage in general. We knew that some guys would definitely have a problem with it, but we also knew how important it was to make sure that the guys understood our problems. However, our fears melted away when our speaker started giving the khutbah. I personally could not stop smiling. He was giving the khutbah exactly in the way I would have. There was so much emotion when he was speaking; it felt as though I was giving the khutbah myself, like it was my voice telling the guys about my fellow friends’ anger.

I think the khutbah was a great success. It’s obviously just a starting point, but it was definitely a forceful one. The khutbah was received generally well; the women absolutely loved it, and the men on average at least understood the fact that the women were enraged. Some men had issue with some of the stories being allegedly exaggerated, others had issues with the fact that this topic was more appropriate for a halaqah, and others thought it was not Islamic to directly call out certain men in the ummah. We certainly do not know if it was Islamic to do that, and anything that we have done wrong was unintentional and our mistake for sure, but that doesn’t in any way detract from the total message of the khutbah. One particularly helpful criticism was that by using more extreme stories in the khutbah, it allowed some men to believe that this khutbah didn’t apply to them and that they did nothing wrong. While we used the more extreme stories for shock value, this was an excellent point. It’s impossible to talk about all types of aggressions in a single khutbah, so maybe it would be useful to have a second khutbah solely about micro-aggressions. This way, the men that don’t feel they belong on the extreme end of the spectrum may realize that they are not blameless either.

