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ia has in

he $25,000 settlement.
see leaflet on back). We
support Mrs. Lee's decision
to accept the money. However,
we condemn the courts for
not giving Joe Judge an
active sentence for murdering
our brother, Charlie Lee.
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Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, September 20, 1977

Suspended term Whitakers man gets
suspended sentence

given in slaying

By JERRY ALLEGOOD
Sta¥ Writer

NASHVILLE — John Joseph Judge, an elderly white
store owner charged with murder in the death of a black
farm worker in April, received a suspended jail term
Monday after pieading no contest to a reduced charge of
involuntary manslaughter.

Under the terms of a plea bargaining arrangement ap-
proved in Nash C s Superior Court, Judge also agreed to
pay the victim's family $25,000,

According to evidence
presented in the brief ses-
sion, Judge shot Charlie
5 ) Lee, 46, with a .25-caliber
tentionally pistol in Judge's store in
ented PCJ's view Whitakers on April 17 dur-
ing an argument over a $10
bill.

The defendent, 73, was
charged with murder when
Lee died two days later.
Conviction of involuntary
manslaughter carries a
maximum penalty of 10
years in prison.

Judge John Webb of Wil-
they let him go free4 son sentenced Judge to 10

See WHITAKERS, page 2

Continyed irom Page One

years but suspended the
gentence for three years,
and ordered him to pay the
settlement and court costs,
He also ordered that the
weapon Le turned over to
law enforcement officers.
““In light of the evidence,
1 believe this plea bargain
is the best for ail
concerned,” Webb said. .
A small group of blacks
and whites who said thev
were members of the
qustice” conducted a
peaceful demonstration
two blocks from the court-
house. They carried
posters which said, “‘Judge
must pay” and “If he'd
been black, he would be in

jail.” et

% Leaders of the group de-
nounced the negotiated set-
tlement as evidence that
““there i3 no justice for the
poor and black."’ *

The settlement was
reached by defense attor-
eys and prosecutors in-
cluding Robert L. Spencer,
a Rocky Mount lawyer
hired as a private prosecu-
tor by Lee’s family.

The victira's widow tcld
the judge Monday that she
was not pressured to ac-
cept the settlement and
that she made the decision
on her own.

““‘At this time you feel
this is a good plea bargain
for yourself and your fami-
ly, for the sake for yourself
and your family?” the
judge asked.

*“That’s right,” Mrs. Lee
answered,

There was no questioning
of potential jurors or wit-
nesses,

District Attorney Frank
Brown of Tarboro read
statements about the inci-
dent from Judge and from
Joseph L. Tippett and Mil-
ton Bryant, Whitakers resi-

dents who were in the store
ai the time of the shooting.

Tippett and Bryant sal
Lee accused Judge of giv-
ing him change for a §10 bill
Instead of a $20 bill when he
was in the store earlier in
the day. They said Judge
told Lee he should have
counted his money before
he left.

According to Bryant's
statement, Lee was cursing
and Judge told him to
“watch his mouth.”” Bryant
said Lee put his hand In his
pocket and Judge fired.

Judge told officers he or-
dered Lee three times to
leave the store and, when
he refused, he took out his
pistol. He said he told Lee
once more and then fired,

One of Judge's attorneys
said a knife was later found
in the area, but neither of
the witnesses reported see-
ing a knife.

Judge John Wabb

. » @ccepts plea bargain

Black leaders in Whitak- |
ers, a small town in north-
east Nash County, had crit-
icized the handling of the
case in a series of marches
and demonstrations before
the trial, Two demonstra-
tors were arrested on Sat-
urday on trespassing |
charges
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" The Black Press—
Our Freedom Depends

5t On It!
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.Joe Judge, The Killer of Charlie Lee

Is Free On The Streets Again

WHITAKERS (CCNS) ~
Joseph Judge is free.

He was sentenced to ten
years probation after a guilty
plea to the involuntary man-
slaughter of Charlie Lee.

On April 19th, Charlie
Lee, a black farmworker, and
his friend walked up to Joe
Judge's store in Whitakers,
made a purchase, received
some change and left. Shortly
after, he counted his change,
and decided he had been
short-changed by the
shop-keeper, Joe Judge. He
returned to the store to deal
with the issue and this time
when Charlie Lee emerged
from Joe Judge's store, he
had been shot. Two days
later Charlie Lee was dead.

Joe Judge was charged
with. the murder and initial
reports indicated Judge was
charged with murder and re-
leased on bail of $250. Nash
County Clerk of Court how-
ever told a reporter that
Judge's bond was set at
$10,000.

The trial was set for
the August term for Nash
County Superior Court only
to be postponed until last
Monday, September 19, when
a special session of Court
was held and Judge placed
on probation.

Judge was tried last
Saturday, however, by the
People’s Coalition for
Justice. Shortly after the
death of Charlie Lee, re-
action to the incident re-
sulted in demonstrations,
meetings and eventually the
formulation of the People’s
Coalition for Justice. The
emotionally and politically
charged situation of
Whitakers eventually was to
involve a number of people
from other areas of the state,
primarily - Greensboro and
Durham.

These were members of
the  African  Liberation
Support Committee whose
influence now leads the

People’s  Coalition  for
Justice, African Liberation
Support Committee is in turn
lead by another organization
called Worker's Viewpoint
Organization, a relatively new
leftist group whose ranks
include a number of experi-
enced activists and organizers.

Under the leadership of
Worker's Viewpoint Organi-
zation, an attempt has been
made to build a mass
movement in the Whitakers
area around the issue of
Charlie Lee's death, The
death of Lee, however, is
seen as a symptom of
greater social ills and these
ills, these issues, are the real
focus of the leadership of the
Whitakers struggle,for ALSC
and Workers Viewpoint Or-
ganization, What exists can
hardly be descriped as a
mass movement at this point,
but there is a hardcore

[Continued On Page 15]

JOE JUDGE

[Continued From Front Page]
of mainly young people
committeed to following
through in their pursuit of
justice in the case.

The immediate justice
desired depends upon who
one talks to and it varies
from demands for a fair
trial to the hanging of Joe
Judge, as was suggested
in one of the leaflets handed
out by the Coalition.

¢ The high point of the or-
ganizing around the case
came Saturday, September

17, in what was billed as a
people’s trial of Joe Judge.
Proceedings 100k place at the
Bloomerhill Community Cen-
ter. A mock courtroom was
set up and an audience was
empaneled as the jury. During
the two hours a parade of
prosecution witnesses was
called to testify around things
from the character of Charlie
Lee and Joe Judge 1o the

the bad

Johnson, of Greensboro, a
member of ALSC and
Workers Viewpoint Organi-
zation. Joe Judge's de-
fense was provided by Joyce
Johnson, who is Nelson
Johnson's wife.

Testimony began with a
re-counting of the events
leading up to the death of
Charlie Lee. Witnesses 10
the good character of Charlie
Lee were called as well as
character of Joe
Judge. The prosecution pro-
duced wo young black
women who testified 10
sexual overtures allegedly
made 1o them by Joe Judge.
Two witnesses said Judge
had also threatencd them
with guns and had also gone
as far as 1o pistol whip them.

Stil more anti-Judge

testimony came in the form
of Judge's criminal record of

THE CAROLINA TIMES ~ 15

working conditions in a
Greensboro hospital.

The judge in the mock
proceedings was  Tyrone
Alston, a Whitaker's insur-
ance salesman. the prosecu-
ting attorney was Nelson

SAT., SEPT. 24, 1977

flim-flam, larceny, and a
number of other charges of
which he had been convicted.

The mock trial, however,
involved another kind of
witness — witnesses whose
purpose was to show a
common thread of exploita-
tion and protest between
various groups and locations.
In this vein, a textile worker
from  Greensboro talked
about exploitation and or-
ganizing and a young man
from Mebane talked about
police harassment and about
his picking up the gun in his
own defense. Once the pro-
ceedings were finished, the
gallery found Joe Judge
guilty by acclamation. The
people’s trial did not re-
semble at all what happened
in the state courts, but the
fact that it happened surely
had effects upon the trial’s

outcome.

Part of the plea bar-
gain arranged with Judge
Joseph Wells, who presided
over the case, was a $25,000

settlement for Ms. Leola
Lee, Charlie Lec’s widow. She
is 10 be paid $12,500 at the
sentencing and the remainder
in one year plus interest.
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GREENSBORO DAILY NEWS
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A] 6 Greensboro Daily News, Tues,, Sept. 20,1977

Plea Puts End
To Slaying Trial

WHITAKERS (AP) — The trial of Joe Judge, the
elderly white shopkeeper charged in the slaying of black
farmworker Charlie Lee, ended abruptly Monday when
Judge pleaded no contest to a reduced charge of invol-
untary manslaughter.

Superior Court Judge John Webb of Wilson said the
plea was agreed upon outside court in a plea bargaining
negotiation between defense attorneys and Dist. Atty.
Frank Brown.

Judge was given a 10-year suspended sentence and
ordered to pay $25,000 to Lee's widow, Mrs. Leola Lee.
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THE ASHEVILLE CITIZEN, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 1977 15

Murder Trial Ends
With Plea Bargain

WHITAKERS, N.C. (AP) —
The trial of Joe Judge, the el-
derly white shopkeeper charged
in the slaying of black farm-
worker Charlie Lee, ended
abruptly Monday when Judge
pleaded no contest to a reduced
charge of involuntary man-
slaughter.

Superior Court Judge John
Webb of Wilson said the plea
was agreed upon outside court
in a plea bargaining negotiation
between defense attorneys and
Dist. Atty. Frank Brown.

Judge was given a 10-year
suspended sentence and or-
dered to pay $25,000 to Lee’s
widow, Mrs. Leola Lee.

Charles Finch, representative
of a group called Peoples Coali-
tion for Justice, issued a state-
ment condemning the court ac-
tion.

““This trial shows the hypocri-
sy and injustice upheld by the
courts and our entire political
system,” said Finch, whose
group demonstrated outside the
courthouse as the trial got un-
der way. “The district attor-
ney, judge, lawyers, police and
everyone concerned with the
case knew it wouldn't go before
the jury.”

Lee, 46. reportedly was killed
when an argument erupted
over correct change from a
purchase in Judge's store last
April 17. Judge, 73, claimed he
fired in self-defense.

Finch and others staged dem-
onstrations in protest when
Judge's bond was set at $10,000.
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Local, Area News

Monday, Sept. 19, 19779

Judge Is Sentenced
On A Reduced Charge

The murder trial of Joseph
Judge, 73, quickly ended today
when the white Whitakers store

owner charged with (fatally
shooting a black farm worker
pled no contest to a reduced
charge of involuntary man-
slaughter.

Judge, who allegedly shot
Charles Lee, 46, last April in his
store, was given a 10-year
sentence suspended for three
years on the condition he pay
court costs, remain on good
behavior and not violate any
law for three years. He was also
ordered to pay $25,000 to the
estate of Lee with half to be paid
immediately and the remaining
half to be paid within a year.

In a plea bargaining session
prior to the opening of the trial
at 10 this morning, District
Attorney Frank Brown agreed
to accept the plea to the lesser
charge. The plea was entered
into court and the judgment
rendered.

Lee’s widow took the stand
and told Superior Court Judge
John Webb that the $25,000
settlement was acceptable
before Webb passed sentence on
Judge.

An estimated 15 demon-
strators appeared outside the
courthouse to continue their
protest of the state’s handling of
the case. Judge's bond was set
at $10,000, a figure which the
black demonstrators said was
too low for a murder charge.
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P_q “WHITAKERS, N.C. (AP) — The trial of
-+ Joe Judge, the elderly white shopkeeper

charged in the slaying of black farmworker
“-:Charlie Lee, ended ‘abruptly Monday when

o i ...&.E.n- of involuntary manslaughter. "
= ~Superior Court Judge John Webb of Wilson

*in a plea bargaining negotiation between
% defense nzbasa -un Eun. Atty. Frank
4~ Brown.

. Judge was. n»qon a’ :I_Bn suspended.
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m -E the plea was agreed upon outside court -
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widow, Mrs. Leola Lee. ' -

..~ Charles Finch, representative of a group *
.~ called Peoples Coalition for Justice, _uu.__ma
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Judge Suspends Sentence

WHITAKERS — Joe Judge, an el-
derly white shopkeeper charged in
the slaying of black farm worker
Charlie Lee, pleaded no contest Mon-
day to a reduced charge of involun-
tary manslaughter.

Superior Court Judge John Webb
of Wilson suspended a 10-year pris-
on sentence and ordered Judge to
pay $25,000 to Lee's widow, Leola
Lee.

Charles Finch, representative of a
group called Peoples Coalition for
Justice, issued a statement condemn-
ing the action.

“This trial shows the hypocrisy
and injustice upheld by the courts
and our entire political system,” said
Finch, whose group demonstrated
outside the courthouse as the trial
got under way.

Lee, 46, reportedly was killed
when an argument erupted over cor-
rect change from a purchase in
Judge’s store last April 17. Judge,

Around
The Carolinas

73, claimed he fired in self-defense.
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PROTESTORS DEMONSTRATE —Members of the “Peo-
ples Coalition For Justice” demonstrate on Main Street in
Nashville Monday during the trial of Joe Judge, who was
given a suspended sent for invol ¥ laughter in

the April shooting death of Charles Lee. {Graphic photo by

Lupton.]

Slaying Trial
Is Concluded

A suspended sentence on
a reduced charge of involun-
tary manslaughter was
handed down Monday in
Nashville by Superior Court
Judge John Webb in the
case of John Joseph Judge, a
white service station owner
charged in the April gun
slaying of Charles Lee, a
black farm worker from
Whitakers.

Judge pleaded no contest
to charges of involuntary
manslaughter and accepted
a sentence of 10 years in jail,
suspended for three years.
Also included in the sen-
tence was a $25,000 resti-
tution to be paid to the Lee
family.

After Judge submitted his
plea, District Attorney
Frank Brown read state-
ments of two witnesses,
Joseph Tippett and Milton
‘Bryant of Whitakers, des-
cribing the April shooting
ineident.

The evidence indicated
that Judge shot Lee with a

.25 calibre pistol following
an argument over change for
a $10 bill.

According to the state-
ments, Lee had returned to
the store claiming that
Judge had given him change
for a $10 bill when he had
given him a $20 bill.

The statements read that
after a verbal exchange,
Judge told Lee to “watch his
mouth” and ordered him out
of the store three times. Lee
had reached in his pocket
when Judge shot him, the
statements said.

Judge was later charged
with second degree murder
which was reduced to invol-
untary manslaughter after a
plea bargaining agreement
was made with the court and
attorneys for both sides.

Lee’s widow, Mrs. Leola
Lee, also took the stand
Monday and acknowledged
accepting such a plea with-
out receiving pressure.

The involuntary manslau-
ghter charge carries a maxi-
mum sentence of 10 years
imprisonment, Judge was
ordered to pay the settle-
ment and court costs and the
weapon turned over to auth-
orities.

During the brief trial,
members of the “Peoples
Coalition for Justice” dem-
onstrated on Main Street,
protesting the handling of
the case.

Apparently  dissatisfied
with the negotiated settle-
ment, leaders of the group
stated the outcome was an
example of “injustice to
blacks” and claimed that
Judge had been protected
by the police and the courts.
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Whitakers Chief Of Police

Resigns Over

WHITAKERS, N.C. (APY —
A disaute with town officials
over what Police Chief C. R.
Wyatt called interference with
law enforcement has led to the
chief’s resignation.

Wyntt, 35, who has been chiel
gince February, handed in his
resignation Friday. The Town
Council and police commission-
er — a council member
signed {n oversee the police

cil told me not Lo

e speed limil on U.S.

301 which runs throwzh Whita
kers. The speed limit throwgh
town is 35 miles per hour but T

‘Interference’

was told not
tions for

und the town’s three police offi-
cers i

Wyatt also complained that |
R. G. Payne, the poltce comn

e is trying to make some-
personal oul of this.”
yne said of Wyatt, also
changing, “Wyutt has been neg-
duties and will not

tend to his job."

Wyatt said he also recently
had a spat with the mayor.
“The mayor chewed me out be-
cause | was a hall-mile out of !
town looking for a convict that
had escaped recently,” he said,
adding. “That is one of the
main reasons [ had resigned.”
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