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BOB NOLAN 

A Guide to the scans, music CDs and videos from Calin Coburn and Elizabeth Drake McDonald

BOB NOLAN 

The name “Bob Nolan” is still revered by country or western musicians in the United States although, unfortunately, most Canadians are unfamiliar with it now. He is remembered best as the co-founder of the Sons of the Pioneers, a group that is still active today. I’m very happy you are bringing his name and songs to Canada’s attention.


Those who knew him personally have an almost heroic worship of the man and his talent. He almost single-handedly created the “western” music genre that was popular for a short period of about 25 years. He had many imitators but there was only one Bob Nolan. I am going to include a variety of songs both on CD and video to show the wide range of styles he used, from catchy tunes to vivid song poems. That’s his name for them all – “song poems”.


Bob was a quiet man who disliked crowds, parties and the stage – all things he had to endure because music was not only his life but his job. His friends understood and accepted this fact, the world labeled him eccentric, reclusive. Most people liked and admired him, all respected him. His friends loved him and were fiercely loyal. 


He wasn’t a cowboy but, because of his stage regalia and the cowboy image that was in vogue from the 20s to the 40s, our memory of him is as a cowboy. His music was about the land, the beauty of nature and love – very different from the simple cowboy ballads that came before. His melodies are often recognizable because of his love of ascending and descending the chromatic scale. He often used triple rhymes (Cool Water, Tumbling Tumbleweeds, Chant of the Plains).


Most of his cowboy songs were created for the B-western films (Happy Cowboy, Ridin’ Home, Sky Ball Paint, Hold That Critter Down) but he had a sense of humour that delighted in the ridiculous (It’s a Lie, Barnyard Jubilee, A No-Good Son-of-a-Gun, On the Rhythm Range, Lazy, Stop!) He wrote songs for children (Little Space Man, Here is My Helping Hand, A Sandman Lullaby) and he enjoyed playing with words (I Still Do, Song of the Rover, My Old Pal, You Ain’t Heard Nothin’ Till You Hear Him Roar). He also created pseudo spirituals which were popular in his time. (Heavenly Aeroplane, Who’s Gonna Help Me Sing? What You Gonna Say to Peter? When the Golden Train Comes Down). He wrote hymns in the traditional style (The King’s Highway, Lighthouse of the Lord, When He Walks By How Shall I Know Him?) but his own personal hymns were actually nature worship which was his religion. (Close to Heaven, The Relative Man, Campfires of Heaven, He Walks with the Wild and the Lonely, Lord You Made the Cowboy Happy, The Mystery of His Way). This Ain’t the Same Old Range is still played whenever there is a gathering of Nolan fans who regret the passing of the western song.


One beautiful song he wrote for Lloyd Perryman, a close friend and long-time member of the Sons of the Pioneers, who was stationed in Burma during World War II he titled Half Way ‘Round the World. Lloyd was often homesick for his young wife and baby boy and, although he loved the song, he wasn’t able to record it for many years because it caused him to choke up with painful memories. 

The desert (Bob called it “prairie”) was the subject of his most lyrical poetry (Song of the Prairie, The Touch of God’s Hand, Night Falls on the Prairie, Still Water Pool, A Summer Night’s Rain, Trail Dreamin’) 

His second love was travel and in his youth he hopped a freight to find work or just for the pure joy of moving on. His songs reflect this. (Way Out There, One More Ride, Wandering, Traveling with the Sun, I Grab My Saddle Horn and Blow) He would have traveled the world after he retired but he could afford only one trip to Hawaii (Far Enchanted Isle, Pali Wind). One of the ironies of his life was that the song for which he is still remembered – Tumbling Tumbleweeds – made millions of dollars for others, virtually nothing for himself
. So, after he left the Sons of the Pioneers, he would spend up to six months of every year in his little cabin at Big Bear Lake. He would give his address to no one. He thought and wrote and fished.


The songs he wrote after retirement were mainly love songs. “After I retired,” he said, “I took the leather out of them.” (In This Room, In the Wind of Time, Parting) I have included only a few of these love songs because most of them were never recorded or were recorded only on scratch demos.


All his music, whether for himself or for the movies, was from his own experience. His songs reflected his own thoughts, his own life.  He developed his own philosophy of life early from which he never deviated. (The Relative Man) One of his last songs, Old Home Town, captures nostalgia perfectly.


Bob often spoke of his Canadian heritage. His early life on his grandparents’ farm in New Brunswick found its way into many of his songs (Shadows of the Wildwood, They’re Gone, Let Me Share Your Name). His grandmother always looked for him but he never went back.

1908 Bob Nolan was born Clarence Robert Nobles to Harry and Flora (Hussey) Nobles on April 13, 1908, in Winnipeg, Manitoba. His father, a tailor, was from the farming community of Hatfield Point, NB. 
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    1935 Harry B. Nobles / Nolan                1932 Flora Nobles

1911 A brother, Michael Earle Nolan, was born three years later, probably in British Columbia. The family had traveled west to “make their fortune” but Harry was a bit of an adventurer and found it difficult to settle down.

1915 Harry and Flora separated and Flora began working as an operator for Manitoba Government Telephones in Winnipeg. Because women employees were not allowed to work for the company if they had small children, Flora took her sons to her estranged husband’s parents in Hatfield Point, NB, where they grew up on the homestead. She intended to leave them there only until she was able to support them but the grandparents, instead of helping the little boys understand the reasons for the upheaval in their lives, refused to have her name spoken at all. Consequently, Clarence put her out of his mind so effectively that he forgot her name. He eventually wrote into one of his songs, “I call for mother all in vain. I never even knew her name. Oh, why, tell me, why?” (Why, Tell Me, Why) He didn’t see his mother again although his younger brother searched for and found her in 1927.


Because Clarence was old enough to work on the farm he missed a lot of school. For the rest of his life he was plagued and embarrassed by his poor spelling.
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2004 Hatfield Point NB


According to Bob’s brother, Harry did spend some time with the children on the farm in New Brunswick but he would disappear for periods of time, too. He later told his children he was with Pershing’s men when they chased Pancho Villa into Mexico after the Columbus, New Mexico, massacre of 1916.

1917 With a new identity – Harry B. Nolan – Harry Nobles joined the US Army as a single man with no dependents. He saw no action although he told his children marvelous tales about being with Pershing in Belleau Wood, etc. After he was demobilized in 1918, he settled in Tucson, AZ and found work as a tailor again. He was a small man, well-liked by all who knew him, who always found it hard to make ends meet on his income as a tailor.

1919 Harry asked one of his sisters to take his two boys to her home in Boston because Flora was ready to have them back. Aunt Fanny came one day and quickly removed the children, changing their name from Nobles to Nolan at the border, making it impossible for their mother to find them. He didn’t saw his grandparents again although he wrote them into a song. (They’re Gone)
1921 Harry, now settled in Tucson and working as a tailor, sent for Clarence and this was the beginning of Bob Nolan’s love affair with the desert. He spoke often about his first impressions. (Bob – his first desert view.mp3),  The Touch of God’s Hand).

1921-1928 School years. Clarence completed Grade 12 with no difficulty in Tucson. His brother recalls that Bob wrote Cool Water as a poem while he was in Grade 10. He didn’t set it to music until years later when he needed material for his numerous radio programs. (Bob on Cool Water.mp3)

During those high school years, he played his ukulele, belonged to the glee club, took odd jobs where he could find them, rode the rods whenever opportunity arose and finally married a pretty seventeen-year-old girl a month after he graduated. He always regretted missing a university education but there was no money to pay for one. His brother went through university on a football scholarship but Bob was forced to look for work to support his wife and, over a year later, a baby daughter. 


He often told interviewers that he learned harmonic structure in university but the truth is that he couldn’t read or write music and had never attended university. Possibly he developed a love of harmony when he belonged to the Arion Club (an award-winning glee club) in high school. He was an indifferent guitar player but he knew the chords and, after he composed a song, he would hire someone to transcribe it for him. He always had a song in his heart or mind and he always thought in terms of 3-part harmony. (Bob – on writing for the movies.mp3)

Bob and Pearl’s marriage didn’t prosper, possibly because the Depression intervened. He went to California with his father to try to find steady work. He did find a two-year job as a lifeguard at Santa Monica but lost it as the Depression deepened.
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            1930 Bob and Pearl             1931 Bob - Santa Monica Lifeguard
1929 Clarence, now “Bob” Nolan, and his wife had a baby girl (Roberta) but because their marriage was foundering and his wife was forced to live with her parents in Texas, he seldom saw his child. He later wrote this regret into one of his songs, My Boy. During this period and throughout his last years in high school, Bob took every chance he could to hop a train. He said he crossed and re-crossed America many times. One of his first published songs, Way Out There, has the rhythm of the train and the trio harmony chorus sounds just like the old steam whistle. 
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1931 Bob and his friends worked at odd jobs on the beach - Chautauqua, boardwalk concessions, singing his own compositions or whatever was requested. He was often hungry.
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1931 Rocky Mountaineers

1932 Late in 1931, Bob answered an ad in for a yodeler in a Los Angeles newspaper and was hired by Leonard Slye (Roy Rogers) to sing with him for the Rocky Mountaineers. Because he couldn’t make enough money with the group to pay his room and board, he quit when he found work as a golf caddy at the Bel Air Country Club. It was at this time that he composed Tumbling Leaves, the song that would eventually become his signature song – Tumbling Tumbleweeds. The words of Tumbling Leaves reflect what had happened in his life thus far plus his own personal philosophy. 
Days may be dreary, still I’m not weary.

My heart needs no consoling.

At each break of dawn you’ll find I’ve gone

Like old tumbling leaves, I’m rolling.

See them tumbling down, pledging their love to the ground, 

Lonely but free I’ll be found drifting along with the tumbling leaves.

Cares of the past are behind, nowhere to go 

But I’ll find just where the trail will wind, 

Drifting along with the tumbling leaves.

I know when night has gone that a new world’s born at dawn.

Time keeps rolling along

Why should I care if I’m wrong

Here in my heart is a song

Drifting along with the tumbling leaves.
1933 Len Slye and Tim Spencer persuaded Bob to join them once more as The Pioneer Trio in a band called The Texas Outlaws and thus began a period of intensive training. They practiced until they could sing each phrase, each word, as one voice. They practiced their breathing so there was no “gasping for breath” It is probable that Bob insisted on these details as a result of his training in the Arion Club.
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1933 Jack and His Texas Outlaws 


The Texas Outlaws were regulars on radio KFWB, a Warner Brothers affiliate. Before too long, known as the Sons of the Pioneers and Farley’s Gold Star Rangers, they had their own programs and for the first time were getting regular paychecks.  The hungry years were over.
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1935 Farley’s Gold Star Rangers       1935 Farley’s Gold Star Rangers 2


Right from the beginning, Bob determined that his songs were going to be different from everything else’s and the men continued to work long hours to perfect a tight harmony and a 3-part yodel. Because they appeared on several programs throughout the day under various names, they required a tremendous number of songs. To avoid repetition, Bob and Tim began to write songs themselves and Bob put some of his poetry to music. The radio audience loved Bob’s Tumbling Leaves but they heard it and requested it as Tumbling Tumbleweeds. Bob made some changes, thereby giving birth to his most popular song. (Bob on Tumbling Leaves.mp3)
1934 Hugh Farr, a Texas fiddler joined them late in 1933 or early 1934 and they were re-named The Sons of the Pioneers. They recorded for the new Decca Record Company, preceded only by Stuart Hamblen and Bing Crosby on the west coast sessions. They made very little money but gained publicity. By now, the group was very popular on radio. According to Bob, they were now on radio 28 times a week. (Bob on obtaining the Farr Bros.mp3)
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1934 The Sons of the Pioneers

The group recorded 4 of Bob’s songs for Decca and was signed to record for Standard Radio Transcriptions. These 272 transcriptions were sold to radio stations across the country and Bob’s songs gained national exposure for the first time. Each member made a lump sum of $600 and no royalties.


Bob’s Tumbling Tumbleweeds was published and for all of his life he received only a very small portion of the income he was entitled to from it. The song made a lot of money, but not for him. In 1959 he went to court and lost
. 
1935 Hugh’s brother, Karl Farr, joined the group as their guitarist. The Sons of the Pioneers were now Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer, Len Slye (Roy Rogers) and the Farr Brothers. Bob played the guitar well enough to find the chords he wanted for composing his songs but the instrument he played for the group was the string bass or “bull fiddle”. 

[image: image12.jpg]



1935 Sons of the Pioneers


The Sons of the Pioneers began appearing in films with popular singers Gene Autry and Dick Foran and as singers in animated cartoons. Bob’s voice was dubbed in for Ken Maynard’s and others. Their days were busy and exhilarating as they juxtaposed radio and movie appearances. Bob continued to appear in films until 1948. 

[image: image13.jpg]


   [image: image14.jpg]



                                             1935 The Old Homestead
             1935 Slightly Static
1936 The Pioneers appeared at the Texas Centennial exposition which gave them even more exposure and by now their names and voices were familiar to hundreds of thousands of people.
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               1936 Texas Centennial               1936 Rhythm on the Range – Bing Crosby

I have found record of Bob Nolan’s appearance in 89 movies
. There may be more. He appeared in 30 of the Columbia / Charles Starrett films, composing all the songs for 13 of them. Because of his looks and popularity with the fans, Columbia began grooming him for his own series. They began by insisting that he have cosmetic surgery to shorten his aquiline nose. He was even considered for the Golden Boy part that made William Holden famous but resisted strongly by getting drunk for a week to show how “unreliable” he was. In reality, he was the most reliable of all the Pioneers. He took his responsibilities seriously and appeared in every film. He enjoyed the second lead position but absolutely refused to consider a series of his own.
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1938 Bob Nolan               1938 Bob Alone          1940 Bob tinted
1937 - 1941 The Sons of the Pioneers signed with Columbia Pictures and appeared with Charles Starrett until 1942. These films are a good showcase for Bob and his music since he and Tim Spencer were responsible for a minimum of 3 songs in each picture.  By the 7th film, he was second lead and improving his acting skills. (Video - Fight scene in Texas Stagecoach.)

Some unnamed power in the Columbia studio decided that Bob’s unusual baritone was unsuitable and for about half of the Starrett films, a trained baritone voice was dubbed in for his solo parts in the songs. Bob couldn’t resist hamming it up just a little while he mimed these passages. (Video - Echoes from the Hills in The Thundering West.) The public, used to his voice on the radio, demanded that he be allowed to sing his own solos but it wasn’t until 1939 that he was allowed to do so. (Video - Chant of the Wanderer in Western Caravans.)

Remember that he fell into this job with no training whatsoever but while he worked for the Columbia Pictures he worked hard. He didn’t miss a day’s shooting. He was an exceptionally good-looking young man who kept himself in top shape but he did not enjoy the spotlight. He was quiet and introspective. He disliked appearing on stage. For the seventeen years he was with the Sons of the Pioneers he was forced into the role of entertainer when all he really wanted to do was travel or be by himself in the desert or the forest. He wasn’t comfortable in large groups of people. He didn’t like idle chit-chat but he enjoyed talking about the larger things of living. 


He was constantly creating poetry and, although he wrote some beautiful melodies, he never did consider himself a songwriter. He called himself a lyricist.  He considered the songs he wrote for the movies to be very poor or contrived.
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1937 Outlaws of the Prairie
   1937 The Old Wyoming Trail           1937 Horseback  1                      1937 Horseback 2
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1938 Rio Grande

    1938 Rio Grande – 
1938 Sky Ball Paint
      1938 South of Arizona



    covered wagon
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1938 The Colorado Trail    1939 Charles Starrett and Bob   1939 North of the Yukon            1939 Spoilers of the Range
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1939 Spoilers of the Range 2      1939 Spoilers of the Range 3   1939 Spoilers of the Range 4          1939 Spoilers of the Range 5
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1939 Spoilers of the Range     1939 Texas Stampede – Rise           1939 Texas Stampede                 1939 The Stranger from Texas

                                                 and Shine
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1939 The Thundering West
   1939 Western Caravans –  1939 Western Caravans – Pioneers       1939 Western Caravans

                                                    Bob
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1940 Blazing Six Shooters

1940 Bob as The Durango Kid
1940 Thundering Frontier
1940 – 1941 In 1940, the Sons of the Pioneers went on a national tour, ending up in Chicago. 
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BOB NOLAN — Poet of the Plains





                1939 Touring                                 1939 Chicago                  1940 Tumbleweed Topics fan magazine


They spent a year in Chicago appearing on the Uncle Ezra Show, and recording over 200 selections for NBC’s Orthacoustic radio transcriptions. These transcriptions contained nearly all of the songs for which Bob Nolan is remembered. A popular fan magazine, Tumbleweed Topics, was created.
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1944 Hands Across the Border – Bob                     1946 – newspaper

1942 – 1948 The Sons of the Pioneers joined Roy Rogers in the Republic movies and Bob appeared in 42 of them. By now the credits read “Bob Nolan and the Sons of the Pioneers”.  Between scenes, when the cast was on location, Bob could always be found a little apart from the rest – on a raft going down the Kern River, on a rock, thinking. His friends explained these actions as “Bob’s composing a new song” and gave him all the space they could. He commanded this respect from everyone who knew him. His daughter said that, even if a party was taking place and the room was full of people, he would take a chair to the far side of the room and sit with his back facing the crowd.
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1942 Sons of the Pioneers
       1942 Sons of the Pioneers with Roy
1942 Republic Lot


There was time for a lot of good-natured horsing around with Roy between scenes.
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1942 buggy
   1942 motorcycle
          1942 Hanging Roy
           1942 Jalopy


Bob had two costumes he used in the Republic pictures. The first included a brown leather vest and white hat, the second was a black costume with white piping. Although stuntmen were used to protect the musicians, Roy and Bob were trained in a certain amount of self-defense. All the songs were pre-recorded and mimed in the films.
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1942 Bob’s 1st Republic Costume           1942 stunt lessons

                  1942 reading music


Although they were exceptionally busy, they did take time to play. Bob always loved the sea and was an expert swimmer and sailor.
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1942 Sailing

In 1942, the Sons of the Pioneers entertained audiences of thousands with Roy Rogers at Madison Square Garden. Bob was always a snappy dresser.
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1942 in buggy

       1942 by plane
            1942 Madison Square Garden
        1942 Hollywood Canteen
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1942 Bob and Foghorn Clancy    1942 Roy and La Guardia


1942 Radio Broadcast

In the first few films he played second lead to Roy but Pioneer funny man, Pat Brady, gradually took over the part. It is obvious in the later Roy Rogers movies that he eventually tired of it all. Fewer of his songs were used and his music was all-important to him. Appearing in the films was becoming a chore; just a job.
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1942 Red River Valley – beans  1942 Red River Valley              1942 Red River Valley       1942 Red River Valley
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 - suitcases
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1942 Heart of the Golden West     1942 Ridin’ Down the
        1942 Romance on the Range      1942 Sons of the Pioneers





Canyon




             - Maris Wrixon
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1942 South of Santa Fe             1943 King of the Cowboys         1944 Hands Across the Border      1944 Hands Across the Border











wagon
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1944 Hollywood Canteen

  1944 Lights of Old Santa Fe                          1944 Lights of Old Santa Fe – singing
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1945 Man from Oklahoma

1945 Utah                     1946 Heldorado


1947 Melody Time
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1948 The Gay Ranchero

1948 Under California Stars


All along, the Sons of the Pioneers had been appearing in radio programs
 and Bob had the job as MC or host. During the war, the two younger members of the group (Lloyd Perryman and Pat Brady) were called up and others took their places for the duration.
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1943 10-2-4 Ranch                     1944 The Yellow Rose of Texas             1944 The Roy Rogers Show


He met his daughter, Bobbie, in 1944 when she was 15. After that, she spent part of every year with Bob and his second wife, P-Nuts.
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1944 Bob meets his daughter                 1946 Bob and P-Nuts

Although the movies played a great part in popularizing the Sons of the Pioneers, they brought in very little money. They continued to appear on radio, rodeo and made other public appearances to make ends meet. They often appeared with Roy and Trigger in children’s wards in hospitals throughout the country.
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1945 2nd Republic Costume 1     1945 2nd Republic Costume 2            1946 Hospital visit

The original members of the Sons of the Pioneers were reunited in 1946 and most of the best-known publicity shots of the group were taken then. 
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1946 Reunited Pioneers
       1946 Reunited – Pat
                 1948 Bob - Fire

Bob wrote continuously and stored hundreds of his unpublished songs in his garage which was tragically destroyed by fire about 1948. (In 1958, Bob and his publisher sat down and tried to tally up all the songs he had written and they gave up at 1200.)
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          1948 chips                             1948 cougar skin          1949 just before retirement
1949 - 1979 Bob quit the Sons of the Pioneers and dropped out of sight for 30 years, living quietly and modestly. (His personal agent had absconded with most of Bob’s savings.) He did continue to record with RCA Victor until 1957. He spent his time between his home in Studio City and a tiny cabin at Big Bear Lake, writing music. He seldom appeared in public and when he did, it was with reluctance.  
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1952 RCA Victor

   1955 lp record

1971-1979 During these years, Bob received many awards including a star for The Sons of the Pioneers in the Hollywood Walk of Fame but he continued to stay close to home, writing songs, fishing and thinking. His daughter told me that he wouldn’t talk about personalities but “if you started to talk ideas, you had him.” He studied the philosophers and enjoyed long philosophical conversations with her. “He was always searching; thought there had to be something out there he hadn’t yet discovered; that there was something more to life if he could only find it.”
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RCADEMY OF COUNTRY AND WESTERN MUSIC
Presents The Ploneer Award To

BOB NOLAN

as one of the original members of the Sons Of The Pioneers and the
subsequent leader of that most famous Country and Western singing
group, Bob Nolan was a major force in the development of the clear,
concise harmonies that were loved by so many Pop and Country Fans
in the thirties and forties, and which harmony structures were drawn
upon, once again during the great resurgence of Foll Music in the early
sixties. To one of the great Pioneers in the development of the Country
style harmonies which are timeless in their purity of sound, and endless
in the joy they bring to the ears of music fans around the world, The
Academy is extremely proud to present the Pioneer Award for 1971 to
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1971 Nashville Songwriters   1971 Wrangler Award   1972 BMI Award to Tim and Bob    1972 Pioneer Award

Association Hall of Fame

Award
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1975 photo by Calin
     1976 Hollywood Walk of Fame with Rex Allen           1976 Hollywood Walk of Fame with Roy Rogers
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1977 William F. Cody Award     1978 fishing



1979 National Film Award
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1979 Bob’s cabin at Big Bear Lake       
          1979 Bob and Casey Tibbs

1979 Bob was talked into making one last LP – “Bob Nolan – the Sound of a Pioneer”, containing some of his new and old songs. The next year he was gone.
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1979 Last Album cover

1979 Last album photo
1980 Bob Nolan died suddenly on June 16 from a heart attack. His ashes were scattered on his beloved desert. Today his only survivors are his grandson, Calin Coburn and his great grandsons Miles and Connor Coburn. Just 8 days before he died, a friend of his recorded Bob reciting one of his longer poems. My Mistress the Desert
 Bob had mentally “written” many of these poems and he promised his friend he would record them for him - but time ran out for him. 

Posthumous awards continued to flow in.
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HUGH FARR DEGEMBER 6, 1903-MARCH 17, 1980
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Video of Bob Nolan on Film


NB: Most of my copies of the early films are of very poor quality so I was forced to select a very few captured sequences from later movies. It will give you some idea of what type of roles he had. 

If you wish to purchase a good copy, The Roy Rogers museum sells excellent prints of Roy Rogers movies on video and DVD (http://www.royrogers.com/store/shop.html). 

Jimmie Willhelm has nearly all the B-Western films that were ever made (http://www.vintagecowboymusic.com/index.html). Both places ship quickly and stand by their products. 

VIDEO CAPTURES
1940

TEXAS STAGECOACH (with Charles Starrett) “Roll On with the Texas Express” (Spencer) and “Hill Country” (Spencer). I cut out a lot of galloping across the country and left in enough scenes so you would get an idea of the plot. Bob had good roles in the later Starrett films like this one.

SOUTH OF SANTA FE (with Roy Rogers) “Song of the Vaqueros” (Bob Nolan) There is an accidental blank spot between the title clip and the song. Sorry!

ROMANCE ON THE RANGE (with Roy Rogers) “Sandman Lullaby” (Bob Nolan) and “Sing as You Work” (Bob Nolan)

SUNSET SERENADE (with Roy Rogers) “A Cowboy Has to Sing” (Bob Nolan)

HEART OF THE GOLDEN WEST (with Roy Rogers) “Who’s Gonna Help Me Sing?” (Bob Nolan)

1945

THE BELLS OF ROSARITA “Trail Herdin’ Cowboy” (Bob Nolan) This is the only Republic film in which Bob was given more than a few words to say. 

ALONG THE NAVAJO TRAIL (with Roy Rogers) “Cool Water” (Bob Nolan)

DON’T FENCE ME IN (with Roy Rogers) “Tumbling Tumbleweeds” (Bob Nolan)

1947

THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL (with Roy Rogers) “Here is My Helping Hand” (Bob Nolan)

CD tracks in alphabetical order:
CD 1

 1. April

 2. At the Rainbow’s End

 3. Barnyard Jubilee

 4. Biscuit Blues
 5. A Broken-Heart Waltz
 6. Bronco Pal

 7. Chant of the Plains 
 8. Chant of the Wanderer

 9. Chico Rotico

10. Cool Water 1945
11. Cool Water 1979

12. A Cowboy Has to Sing
13. The Devil’s Great Grandson 

14. Far Enchanted Isle

15. Five Little Miles

16.The Flower I Blessed for You

17. Halfway ‘Round the World

18. Happy Cowboy

19. Hasta la vista

20. He Walks with the Wild and the Lonely
21. Heavenly Aeroplane

22. Here is My Helping Hand
23. I Still Do

24. In the Wind of Time

25. In This Room 
26. It’s a Lie

27. The King’s Highway

28. Lazy

29. Lord, You Made the Cowboy Happy

30. Love Song of the Waterfall

31. My Mistress the Desert

32. Old Forgotten Trails
CD2

 1. Old Home Town

 2. One More Ride

 3. Outlaws

 4. Pali Wind

 5. Parting

 6. The Relative Man

 7. Remember Me

 8. Ridin’ Home

 9. Sandman Lullaby

10. Sing as You Work

11. Someone I Used to Know

12. Song of the Bandit

13. Song of the Prairie

14. Song of the Vaqueros

15. Stop

16. A Summer Night’s Rain
17. They’re Gone

18. This Ain’t the Same Old Range

19. The Touch of God’s Hand

20. Trail Dreamin’

21. Tumbling Tumbleweeds 1946

22. Tumbling Tumbleweeds 1959

23. Tumbling Tumbleweeds 1979
24. Way Out There

25. Who’s Gonna Help Me Sing?

26. Why, Tell Me, Why?

27. Wind

28. You Ain’t Heard Nothin’ Till You Hear Him Roar!

29. You are My Eyes
CD3

1. Bob – his first desert view

2. Bob – on writing for the movies

3. Bob – on Cool Water

4. Bob on obtaining the Farr Bros

5. Bob on Tumbling Leaves

6. Teleways Transcription 1 1946

7. Teleways Transcription Audition 2, 1946
NB: I can email you the lyrics to any song.

All of Bob Nolan’s songs available now:
1. All the Way

2. Always Rolling Home

3. Apple Squeezin’ Time

4. April

5. At the Rainbow’s End

6. Autumn Reverie

7. Barnyard Jubilee

8. The Beauty of your Smile

9. Biscuit Blues

10. Blue Prairie

11. The Boss is Hangin’ Out a Rainbow

12. Bound for the Rio Grande

13. A Broken Heart Waltz

14. Bronco Pal

15. Campfires of Heaven

16. Chant of the Plains

17. Chant of the Wanderer

18. Chico Rotico

19. Close to Heaven

20. Cody of the Pony Express

21. Cool Water

22. Cottage in the Clouds

23. Covered Wagon

24. A Cowboy has to Sing

25. A Coyote Serenade

26. Daddy’s on the Rainbow

27. Desolation

28. The Devil’s Great Grandson

29. ¿Dónde está el mio

30. Don’t Expect Me Home in the Morning

31. Echoes from the Hills

32. Empty Arms

33. Far Enchanted Isle

34. Five Little Miles

35. The Flower I Blessed for You

36. Following the Sun

37. For the Love of You

38. Frontiers

39. Grab Your Saddle Horn and Blow

40. Halfway ‘Round the World

41. The Hangin’ Blues

42. Happy Cowboy

43. Hasta la vista

44. Have You?

45. He Walks with the Wild and the Lonely

46. Heaven is My Island

47. Heavenly Aeroplane

48. Hello ‘Way up There

49. Here is My Helping Hand

50. High Sierras

51. Hold that Critter Down

52. I Follow the Stream

53. I Still Do

54. I Wonder if She Waits for me Tonight

55. If You are Willing

56. In the Wind of Time

57. In This Room

58. It’s a Lie!

59. The King’s Highway

60. Lazy

61. Let Me Share Your Name

62. Let’s Pretend

63. The Letter Marked Unclaimed

64. Lighthouse of the Lord

65. Little Spaceman

66. Lone Buckaroo

67. Lonely Little Room

68. Lord, You Made the Cowboy Happy

69. Love Ever Green

70. Love Song of the Waterfall

71. Montana

72. Moonlight on the Prairie

73. Move On, You Lazy Cattle

74. My Boy

75. My Daddy

76. My Heart in Deep Despair

77. My Love’s a Voice in the Green Willow Tree

78. My Mistress, the Desert

79. My Old Pal

80. The Mystery of His Way

81. Ne Ha Neé

82. Night Falls on the Prairie

83. A No-Good Son-of-a-Gun

84. Oh, I Miss You So, My Darling

85. Old Forgotten Trails

86. Old Home Town

87. On the Rhythm Range

88. One More Ride

89. Open Range Ahead

90. The Other Side of Somewhere

91. Outlaws

92. Pali Wind

93. Parting

94. A Prayer for Christmas Time

95. Redwood Trees

96. The Relative Man

97. Remember Me

98. Ridin’ Home

99. Rise and Shine

100. River Robin

101. Rocky Road in the Rockies

102. Rocky Roads

103. Round-Up in the Sky

104. Round-Up Time is Over

105. Saddle the Sun

106. Saddle your Worries to the Wind

107. Sagebrush Sea

108. A Sailor Dreams

109. A Sandman Lullaby

110. Send Him Home to Me

111. Shadow on the Wall

112. Shadows of the Wildwood

113. Shootin’ My Way Through Town

114. Sing as You Work

115. Sir Tumbleweed

116. Sky Ball Paint

117. Slumber Time on the Range

118. Someone I Used to Know

119. Song of the Bandit

120. Song of the Prairie

121. Song of the Rover

122. Song of the Vaqueros

123. Starlightin’ Time in Texas

124. Still Water Pool

125. Stop!

126. Stray Wind

127. A Summer Night’s Rain

128. That Cloud

129. They’re Gone

130. Things are Never What They Seem

131. This ain’t the Same Old Range

132. This Old White Mule of Mine

133. Three Friends Have I

134. Three Guesses

135. Till You Return

136. To Will Rogers

137. The Touch of God’s Hand

138. Trail Dreamin’ 

139. Trail Herdin’ Cowboy

140. Traveling with the Sun

141. Tumbleweed Trail

142. Tumbling Leaves

143. Tumbling Tumbleweeds

144. Vagabond Whirlwinds

145. Volveré a pasar por aquí

146. Wandering

147. Watching the Moon Roll By

148. Way Out There

149. Welcome to the Spring

150. Wendin’ My Way to Wyoming

151.  The West is in My Soul

152. What Can We Lose

153. What You Gonna Say to Peter? 

154. When He Walks By (How Shall I Know Him?)

155. When I Leave This World Behind

156. When Payday Rolls Around

157. When the Golden Train Comes Down 

158. (When the Prairie Suns says) Good Mornin’

159. Who’s Gonna Help Me Sing

160. Why Don’t it Rain?

161. Why, Tell Me, Why?

162. Wind

163. The Wind is Warm Again

164. The Wonder of it All

165. You Ain’t Heard Nothin’ Till You Hear Him Roar!

166. You are My Eyes

167. Sweet Laredo Lou (melody only) 
Most of the movies in which Bob Nolan appeared
(The films in lighter print are those I have not personally viewed.)
IN OLD SANTA FE XE "In Old Santa Fe"  (Mascot / Maynard XE "Maynard, Ken"  – 1934) Bob’s voice was dubbed in for Ken Maynard.
RADIO SCOUT XE "RADIO SCOUT"  (Warner XE "Warner Brothers"  Bros. / Brendel - 1935 05 06) 


BRONCO BUSTER XE "BRONCO BUSTER"  (Universal cartoon - 1935 08 05) 


THE OLD HOMESTEAD XE "OLD HOMESTEAD"  (Liberty / Carlisle - 1935 08 10) 


SLIGHTLY STATIC XE "SLIGHTLY STATIC"  (MGM / Todd - 1935 09 07) 


ROMANCE OF THE WEST XE "ROMANCE OF THE WEST"  (Warner XE "Warner Brothers"  Bros. short - 1935 11)  XE "Farr, Karl" 

WAY UP THAR XE "WAY UP THAR"  (Mack Sennett short - 1935 11 08) 

GALLANT DEFENDER XE "GALLANT DEFENDER"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1935 11 30)  


 THE MYSTERIOUS AVENGER XE "MYSTERIOUS AVENGER"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1936 02 01) 

SONG OF THE SADDLE XE "SONG OF THE SADDLE"  (Warner XE "Warner Brothers"  Bros / Foran XE "Foran, Dick"  - 1936 02 01)

RHYTHM ON THE RANGE XE "RHYTHM ON THE RANGE"  (Paramount / Crosby - 1936 07 31)

THE CALIFORNIA MAIL XE "CALIFORNIA MAIL"  (Warner XE "Warner Brothers"  Bros / Foran XE "Foran, Dick"  - 1936 11 14) 

THE BIG SHOW XE "BIG SHOW"  (Republic / Autry XE "Autry, Gene"  - 1936 11 16) 

THE OLD CORRAL XE "OLD CORRAL"  (Republic / Autry XE "Autry, Gene"  - 1936 12 21) 



Tim XE "Spencer, Tim"  Spencer XE "Spencer, Tim"  left the Pioneers in September of 1936. The group had previously called on Lloyd XE "Perryman, Lloyd"  Perryman XE "Perryman, Lloyd"  to fill in whenever one of the Pioneers was ill. In 1936 he had filled in for six weeks when Len Slye XE "Slye, Len"  was down with pneumonia so, when Tim XE "Spencer, Tim"  left, the Pioneers asked Lloyd XE "Perryman, Lloyd"  to join the group permanently.



The Sons of the Pioneers are responsible for all the music in all the Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  movies - the next 27 films.

THE OLD WYOMING TRAIL XE "OLD WYOMING TRAIL"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1937 11 08) 



After the completion of The Old Wyoming Trail, Len Slye XE "Slye, Len"  was offered a contract with Republic Pictures and his friend, Pat Brady XE "Brady, Pat" , took his place in the group. 

OUTLAWS OF THE PRAIRIE XE "OUTLAWS OF THE PRAIRIE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1937 12 31) 

CATTLE RAIDERS XE "CATTLE RAIDERS"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 02 12)


CALL OF THE ROCKIES XE "CALL OF THE ROCKIES"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 04 30) 


LAW OF THE PLAINS XE "LAW OF THE PLAINS"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 05 12) 

WEST OF CHEYENNE XE "WEST OF CHEYENNE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 06 30) 

SOUTH OF ARIZONA XE "SOUTH OF ARIZONA"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 07 28) 


THE COLORADO TRAIL XE "COLORADO TRAIL"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 09 08)  XE "Farr Brothers" 

WEST OF THE SANTA FE XE "WEST OF THE SANTA FE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 10 03) 
RIO GRANDE XE "RIO GRANDE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1938 12 08) 

THE THUNDERING WEST XE "THUNDERING WEST"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 01 12) 


TEXAS STAMPEDE XE "TEXAS STAMPEDE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 02 09) 


NORTH OF THE YUKON XE "NORTH OF THE YUKON"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 03 30) 


              Tim XE "Spencer, Tim"  Spencer XE "Spencer, Tim"  returned to the Pioneers in time for the next film.


SPOILERS OF THE RANGE XE "SPOILERS OF THE RANGE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 04 27) 

WESTERN CARAVANS XE "WESTERN CARAVANS"   (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 06 15) .

THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN XE "MAN FROM SUNDOWN"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 07 15)  XE "Farr, Karl" 
RIDERS OF BLACK RIVER XE "RIDERS OF BLACK RIVER"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 08 23) 

OUTPOST OF THE MOUNTIES XE "OUTPOST OF THE MOUNTIES"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 09 14)


THE STRANGER FROM TEXAS XE "STRANGER FROM TEXAS"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1939 12 18)  XE "Farr, Karl" 

TWO-FISTED RANGERS XE "TWO-FISTED RANGERS"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 01 04)  XE "Farr, Karl" 
BULLETS FOR RUSTLERS XE "BULLETS FOR RUSTLERS"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 03 05)

BLAZING SIX SHOOTERS XE "BLAZING SIX SHOOTERS"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 04 04) 

TEXAS STAGECOACH XE "TEXAS STAGECOACH"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 05 23)

THE DURANGO KID XE "DURANGO KID"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 08 23)


WEST OF ABILENE XE "WEST OF ABILENE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 10 21) 

THE THUNDERING FRONTIER XE "THUNDERING FRONTIER"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1940 12 05) 

THE PINTO KID XE "PINTO KID"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1941 02 05)  XE "Farr, Karl" 
OUTLAWS OF THE PANHANDLE XE "OUTLAWS OF THE PANHANDLE"  (Columbia / Starrett XE "Starrett, Charles"  - 1941 02 27) 


Most of Bob’s remaining films were for Republic Pictures with Roy Rogers XE "Rogers, Roy" .

RED RIVER VALLEY XE "RED RIVER VALLEY"  (Republic / Rogers - 1941 12 12) Cut Version

MAN FROM CHEYENNE XE "MAN FROM CHEYENNE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 01 16) Cut Version

SOUTH OF SANTA FE XE "SOUTH OF SANTA FE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 02 17) Cut Version

SUNSET ON THE DESERT XE "SUNSET ON THE DESERT"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 04 01) Cut Version

ROMANCE ON THE RANGE XE "ROMANCE ON THE RANGE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 05 18)

SONS OF THE PIONEERS XE "SONS OF THE PIONEERS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 07 02) Cut Version

CALL OF THE CANYON XE "CALL OF THE CANYON"  (Republic / Autry XE "Autry, Gene"  - 1942 08 10) 

SUNSET SERENADE XE "SUNSET SERENADE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 09 14) Cut Version

HEART OF THE GOLDEN WEST XE "HEART OF THE GOLDEN WEST"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 12 11) Cut Version

RIDIN’ DOWN THE CANYON XE "RIDIN’ DOWN THE CANYON"  (Republic / Rogers - 1942 12 30) Cut Version

IDAHO XE "IDAHO"  (Republic / Rogers - 1943 03 10) 

KING OF THE COWBOYS XE "KING OF THE COWBOYS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1943 04 09) 

SONG OF TEXAS XE "SONG OF TEXAS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1943 06 14) Cut Version

SILVER SPURS XE "SILVER SPURS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1943 08 12) Cut Version



Lloyd XE "Perryman, Lloyd"  Perryman XE "Perryman, Lloyd"  was called into the Armed Forces in April XE "April"  1943 and was stationed in Burma throughout most of the war. Ken Carson XE "Carson, Ken"  was brought into the group to take his place.

MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN XE "MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN"  (Republic / Rogers - 1943 09 22C, 1943 10 30R) Cut HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER XE "HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 01 05) 



Late in 1943, Pat Brady XE "Brady, Pat"  was inducted and served with General Patton’s 3rd Army in Europe. First, George “Deuce” Spriggens XE "Spriggens, Deuce"   and then George “Shug XE "Fisher, Shug" ” Fisher took his place on bass and comedy for the duration of the war.

COWBOY AND THE SENORITA XE "COWBOY AND THE SENORITA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 05 12) Cut Version

THE YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS XE "YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 06 24) Cut Version

SONG OF NEVADA XE "SONG OF NEVADA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 08 05) Cut Version

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY XE "SAN FERNANDO VALLEY"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 09 15) 

LIGHTS OF OLD SANTA FE XE "LIGHTS OF OLD SANTA FE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 11 06)

HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN XE "HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN"  (Republic / Rogers - 1944 12 30)

UTAH XE "UTAH"  (Republic / Rogers - 1945 03 21)

BELLS OF ROSARITA XE "BELLS OF ROSARITA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1945 06 19)

MAN FROM OKLAHOMA XE "MAN FROM OKLAHOMA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1945 08 01)

SUNSET IN EL DORADO XE "SUNSET IN EL DORADO"  (Republic / Rogers - 1945 09 24) Cut Version

DON’T FENCE ME IN XE "DON’T FENCE ME IN"  (Republic / Rogers - 1945 10 20)

ALONG THE NAVAJO TRAIL XE "ALONG THE NAVAJO TRAIL"  (Republic / Rogers - 1945 12 15) 

SONG OF ARIZONA XE "SONG OF ARIZONA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 03 09) Cut Version

HOME ON THE RANGE XE "HOME ON THE RANGE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 04 18) 


DING DONG WILLIAMS XE "DING DONG WILLIAMS"  (RKO XE "RKO"  - 1946 04 15) 

RAINBOW OVER TEXAS XE "RAINBOW OVER TEXAS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 05 09)

MY PAL TRIGGER XE "MY PAL TRIGGER"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 07 10)

UNDER NEVADA SKIES XE "UNDER NEVADA SKIES"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 08 26)

ROLL ON TEXAS MOON XE "ROLL ON TEXAS MOON"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 09 12) 

HOME IN OKLAHOMA XE "HOME IN OKLAHOMA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 11 08)

HELDORADO XE "HELDORADO"  (Republic / Rogers - 1946 12 15) 

APACHE ROSE XE "APACHE ROSE"  (Republic / Rogers - 1947 02 15) 


HIT PARADE OF 1947 XE "HIT PARADE OF 1947"  (Republic / Albert - 1947 03 22) 

BELLS OF SAN ANGELO XE "BELLS OF SAN ANGELO"  (Republic / Rogers - 1947 05 15) 

SPRINGTIME IN THE SIERRAS XE "SPRINGTIME IN THE SIERRAS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1947 07 15) Cut Version 
ON THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL XE "ON THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL"  (Republic / Rogers - 1947 10 15)

THE GAY RANCHERO XE "THE GAY RANCHERO"  (Republic / Rogers - 1948 01 03)

UNDER CALIFORNIA STARS XE "UNDER CALIFORNIA STARS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1948 07 15)

EYES OF TEXAS XE "EYES OF TEXAS"  (Republic / Rogers - 1948 07 15)

MELODY TIME XE "MELODY TIME"  (Walt Disney XE "Walt Disney"  - 1948 07 31)

NIGHT TIME IN NEVADA XE "NIGHT TIME IN NEVADA"  (Republic / Rogers - 1948 09 05)

Radio Transcriptions made by Bob Nolan and the Sons of the Pioneers
1. STANDARD RADIO TRANSCRIPTONS
2. OPEN SPACES XE "OPEN SPACES" 
3. SUNSHINE RANCH XE "SUNSHINE RANCH" 
4. ORTHACOUSTIC RADIO TRANSCRIPTIONS XE "ORTHACOUSTIC" 
5. THESAURUS RADIO TRANSCRIPTIONS XE "THESAURUS" 
6. 10-2-4 XE "10-2-4"  TIME / RANCH

7. ARMED FORCES RADIO XE "ARMED FORCES RADIO" 
8. TELEWAYS TRANSCRIPTIONS XE "TELEWAYS" 
9. SMOKEY THE BEAR
The Sons of the Pioneers also had their own radio shows and were regulars on the different Roy Rogers shows. 
 XE "SMOKEY THE BEAR" 
TUMBLING TUMBLEWEEDS

By Laurence Zwisohn

The publishing history of Tumbling Tumbleweeds illustrates how many songwriters have been taken advantage of by music publishers due to their lack of business expertise.

The song Tumbling Tumbleweeds began as a poem titled Tumbling Leaves which Bob Nolan wrote on an autumn day in 1932. Around that same time Bob Nolan joined a local Los Angeles area country music group called The Rocky Mountaineers where he sang duets with Roy Rogers (then known by his original name of Len Slye). 

Late in 1933 the Pioneer Trio (which became the Sons of the Pioneers) was formed by Roy Rogers, Bob Nolan and Tim Spencer. A short time later they were signed as staff singers on radio station KFWB in Hollywood. By this time Bob Nolan had added music to Tumbling Leaves and the trio began singing the song on some of their radio appearances. The trio’s performances of Tumbling Leaves went over well with their audiences and they began receiving letters asking them to repeat the song. A number of these requests asked for the song about the “tumbling weeds”. Since the Pioneer Trio’s repertoire was primarily built around western songs Bob Nolan saw the logic of making a few changes to his song and turning it into Tumbling Tumbleweeds. The Pioneer Trio’s growing popularity on KFWB led to their being given a program of their own and, to no one’s surprise, they chose Tumbling Tumbleweeds as their theme song.

Sheet music sales had long been an important source of income for both songwriters and music publishers and one of the biggest outlets for sheet music sales was at the 5 & 10 cent chain stores such as Woolworth’s and Newberry’s. The owner of the sheet music concession at Newberry’s in Los Angeles who also operated Sunset Music, a small music publishing company, recognized the growing popularity of Tumbling Tumbleweeds and in May 1934 he obtained the publishing rights to the song from Bob Nolan.

Within six weeks of the time Tumbling Tumbleweeds was published by Sunset Music the company was contacted by the larger Sam Fox Music which purchased the song’s publishing rights with the knowledge and approval of Bob Nolan. Sam Fox Music quickly republished the song but their sheet music edition dropped Bob Nolan’s original opening verse and replaced it with a verse written by one of their staff writers. Apparently the publisher felt the original verse didn't have a strong enough western feel. This change was made without Bob Nolan’s knowledge or permission.

In 1946 Sam Fox Music encountered financial difficulties which led to their selling the publishing rights to the songs Tumbling Tumbleweeds and I’ll Be Seeing You (written by Sammy Fain and Irving Kahal) to Williamson Music which was owned by Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II.

Before the formation of BMI (Broadcast Music Inc.) in 1940 music licensing in the United States was dominated by ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers). ASCAP restricted its membership which resulted in few writers of western songs, jazz, blues, hillbilly and other styles of music being allowed to join the society. Although ASCAP membership was restricted ASCAP affiliated music publishers were never reluctant to obtain the rights to any song that was likely to generate sales and revenue. Although they might publish a song by a non-ASCAP member the songwriters themselves weren’t allowed to participate in all the sources of music income that were available to ASCAP members.

In 1959 Bob Nolan asked his attorney to review his finances and the status of his copyrights. This led to the discovery that for many years he had been receiving only a small portion of the income he was entitled to from Tumbling Tumbleweeds. Unable to reach a settlement with Williamson Music a lawsuit was brought against the publisher. The court case, which was upheld on appeal, ruled against Williamson Music. Bob Nolan was awarded a financial settlement going back seven years (the maximum period allowed by the law) however, his request to have the copyright returned to him was denied and the song remained with Williamson Music.

When Broadcast Music Inc. (BMI) was formed in 1940 they took a broad-minded approach which welcomed all songwriters into their organization. Bob Nolan and Tim Spencer were under contract to American Music and they along with American Music were among the earliest to join BMI. As a result all of Bob Nolan’s songs were affiliated with BMI with the exception of Tumbling Tumbleweeds which remained with Williamson Music, an ASCAP affiliate that didn’t even form a BMI publishing company until sometime in the 1990s.

Although there have been many recent changes in the United States copyright law songwriters or their estates are permitted to exercise their right to get back the American publishing rights to a song at the end of the 56th year of a copyright. Bob Nolan’s widow chose to do this by forming Music of the West, a BMI affiliated publishing company. The first of Bob Nolan’s songs to come up for its 56-year renewal was Tumbling Tumbleweeds. As required by law Williamson Music was notified that Mrs. Nolan planned to exercise her right to renew the copyright. By placing the song with Music of the West, a BMI affiliate, it would finally be possible for Bob Nolan’s estate to begin receiving a greater measure of income from Tumbling Tumbleweeds. 
BMI pays higher income to those songs that have received over a million performances. Bob Nolan’s song Cool Water had long since qualified as a million performance song and although Tumbling Tumbleweeds had been in an ASCAP company since 1946 there was no question it also belonged in that category. As soon as the song was transferred to Music of the West BMI qualified Tumbling Tumbleweeds as a million-performance song which further increased its earning ability.

There is no way to estimate the amount of income Bob Nolan lost from Tumbling Tumbleweeds over the decades due to accounting practices and to the many years the song remained in an ASCAP catalog while Bob Nolan was a BMI member. (October, 2002) Included with permission from the author.
***

THE SHEET MUSIC

“During a conversation with Bob we got to talking about Tumbling Tumbleweeds when Bob made an idle comment that his original verse had been replaced when Sam Fox bought the song from Sunset Music. This was the first time I had heard there was an earlier verse. Bob didn’t have a copy of it and so I began a search. It took several years until I got lucky and found a copy. 

“With the Sunset edition in hand I called Bob and asked if I could come over to see him (I didn’t mention anything about having found the Sunset sheet music). A few days later I went over to see Bob bringing a Xerox copy of the original sheet music as well as the original copy. When I showed it to Bob he was surprised and really pleased. For the only time while I knew him, Bob went to another room and came back with a guitar. He sat down, strummed the guitar and sang his original verse. At one point he hit a bad chord, looked at the sheet music, played the same bad chord a second time, smiled and said, ‘They've made a mistake here.’ He finished singing the verse, looked at me and said he still didn’t know why they had changed it. 

“Before leaving that day I asked Bob to sign the cover of the original version. He wrote something like, ‘My God, even my own original verse. This is really an old one.’ It’s framed and hanging on my wall.” (Laurence Zwisohn to Elizabeth Drake McDonald June 29, 1999)

My Mistress, the Desert

Now I don’t think that I was the first,

nor will I be the last to refer to the desert as a beautiful woman,

a very beautiful and tricky woman.

Not malicious now, mind you, but just enough to keep your mind where it belongs—on her,

and that’s good 

because you just don’t go running around out there like a, like a starry-eyed kid.

You’ve got to know where you’re at, every moment you’re out there

and she demands it and that’s good.

So, I’d like you to meet my mistress, The Desert.

I passed this way some fifty-odd years ago

and my mistress was wearing wild lupines in her bound-up hair

and nothing much more than a spider web elsewhere.

(You see, it does get warm out there.)

Well, I was just fourteen years old at the time

and to say that I fell in love with her would not be quite right—

I crash-landed, head over heels in love with her and she laughed at me!

She laughed at me when she saw me blushing, and she said,

“Well, what do you know? Today I have me a boy, a mere blushing boy.”

And I said, “Dammit, I am not blushing.

It’s just that that damn sun could burn a person something fierce out here.”

And she says, “Ha, ha, now don’t you kid me, my boy,”

and she keeps calling me her “boy” like I’m an adolescent kid, 

which, of course, I really am,

but she’s breaking my heart and I find out later that is just exactly what I needed.

And she knew it, God bless her, she knew it.

She made a desert man out of me in two short lessons and that was just the beginning—

the beginning of a long line of rendezvous that stretched across a long line of years.

And just recently, not too long ago,

I went back out there just to check on her and nothing had changed

except my mistress was wearing fire penstemons in her bound-up hair 

and had completely forgotten the spider web elsewhere.

(You see, sometimes it gets warmer than others out there.)

Well, she laughs at me again only this time she laughs because she sees I no longer blush

and she says, “Well, what do you know. Today I have me a man, a real man.”

And I say, “Now don’t you get too damn smart, my dear.

I’m out here to meet a woman, a real woman.”

And she gives me a look with those flashing eyes,

reaches up and takes the penstemons from her bound-up hair

and shakes it loose till it covers her there.

Then she parts her hair, just a teensy wee, peeks out and says to me,

“My dear, your woman’s in here,” and indeed she was through all these years.

But I don’t know, as I, as I sit here this afternoon. I think I shall never go back again.

She’s no longer there, I am told but I…know…different.

It’s just that it’s colder now out there, and still, I know I will go back

 for I’ve already told the pilot who will take me there to make the flight 

in the still of night,

and scatter my ashes in a long, straight line so my mistress can find me there.

And she’ll smile at me with eyes grown soft through the passing years, and she’ll say,

 “Well, what do you know? My boy is home to stay,”

and she’ll take the wild flowers from her bound-up hair

and shake it loose till it covers us both and it’s warm again out there.

~ Bob Nolan (at his home, June 8, 1980)
For further information, contact:

Elizabeth Drake McDonald (for Calin Coburn)

PO Box 857

Chase, BC, Canada, V0E 1M0

(250) 679-3032

elizabeth_mcdonald@cablelan.net
Laurence Zwisohn (310) 859-7683 – California – music historian

Ken Griffis (303) 450-1667 – Colorado – official Sons of the Pioneers biographer

Fred Goodwin (615) 890-3047 – Nashville - record producer and friend of Bob Nolan

Richard Goodman (623) 584-9726 – Tucson – entertainer and friend of Bob Nolan

Garnet Boyd (506) 485-2948 – Hatfield Point, NB – neighbour of the Nobles family
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� Pp. 21-22 - account by Laurence Zwisohn, music historian and friend of the Nolan family.


� Nolan vs Williamson Music Inc, July 1, 1969, 103-132.


� Pp. 18-20


� See p. 20 for partial list, mainly transcriptions which were played by radio stations across the country.


� Calin Coburn is Bob’s only grandson.


� The lyrics are on pp. 22-23


� Western music historian and friend of Bob Nolan, Laurence Zwisohn lives in Los Angeles, CA.
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