
SONGS & BALLADS

"Gyps Of David"

  “Who’s that galloping on the King’s highway,

Singing so gay and haley?

It’s that dark and handsome lad

Known as the Gyps of David,

Known as the Gyps of David.”

    I learned this ballad from the singing of Frank Proffitt ,
who lived in Reese, North Carolina. It was recorded by
Sandy Paton for Folk-Legacy Records, in January of 1962. 
It is Frank’s version of “The Gypsy Laddie”, which is number
200 in the Child collection known as The English and
Scottish Popular Ballads, published by Francis James Child. 
You can read more about Child HERE.

    From the liner notes to the album “Frank Proffitt of
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The “Gyps of
David” is Frank
Proffitt’s version
of the ballad
known as “The
Gypsy Laddie”. 
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Reese, NC”, written by Sandy Paton, we know that Frank
Proffitt was a tobacco farmer and a part-time carpenter,
and that he lived “in the rugged mountains of northwestern
North Carolina near Reese, a rural postal station” not to be
found on any map.  It is in the Sugar Grove area, near
Boone.  It was known locally as “the Beaver Dams country.” 
Frank’s house was located in a hollow known as “Pick-Britches
Valley”.  

    Sandy Paton says that most of Frank’s songs came down
to him from his family, especially from his father, Wiley
Proffitt, and his aunt, Nancy Prather, who was the source
for “Gyps of David”.  He learned this song from her about
1940. 

    HERE is what Child had to say about this ballad, and
HERE are the versions that he collected.  HERE in an
interesting YouTube presentation on this ballad.  There are
many, many versions of this ballad both in England, Scotland
and Ireland, and in North America.  It is a favorite of
mine.      jdm

Add a Comment

 

 Previous
 

Next  

http://www.folk-legacy.com/store/Scripts/prodView.asp?idproduct=15
http://www.traditionalmusic.co.uk/child-ballads/ch200.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=dP8HEN3YD4EC&pg=PA61&lpg=PA61&dq=Gypsey+Laddie&source=web&ots=pg3EnWOQnn&sig=SIDYsFY3P2Zq-UURmA5JNXNkMGY#PPA61,M1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DxzFru7N4I
http://web.mac.com/johnancy1/Johns_Songs_&_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads/Entries/2008/2/11_%22Gyps_Of_David%22.html#
http://web.mac.com/johnancy1/Johns_Songs_%26_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads.html
http://web.mac.com/johnancy1/Johns_Songs_%26_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads.html
http://web.mac.com/johnancy1/Johns_Songs_%26_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads/Entries/2008/2/24_%E2%80%9CEarl_Brand%E2%80%9D.html
http://web.mac.com/johnancy1/Johns_Songs_%26_Ballads/Songs_%26_Ballads/Entries/2008/2/24_%E2%80%9CEarl_Brand%E2%80%9D.html

