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Cliff Kuhni I 'd l ike to s t a r t by asking where you grew up and 

where your parents and grandparents came from, 

Alice Copelandt Both of my parents was originally from Lee 

County in Alabama, and on both sides they were farmers. And I grew up 

on a farm, and there the main crop i s cotton and corn. 

O.K.i How big a farm was i t ? 

Copelandt We had eighty acres, just a small farm. 

O.K. i Were you the oldest? 

Copelandt I'm the oldest in a family of six children. 

O.K.t And you were born in what year? 

Copelandt Nineteen-two. 

O.K.t How did you meet your husband? 

Copelandt He was visi t ing relatives in my community. I was 

sixteen, and he was twenty. And we corresponded more than we actually 

got to date, because he lived in Andalusia, Alabama, and I lived up in 

Tuskagm. But we married, and I was eighteen and he was twenty-two. 

O.K. t What kind, of work was he doing at that time? 

Copelandt He worked in a packing house for Swift and Company. 

O.K. t In Andalusia? 

Copelandt At the time we married., he was working at a packing 

company in Mobile, Alabama. We went there to l ive , and then we went 

from Mobile and lived in Birmingham, and he s t i l l worked for a packing 

house. 

C.K.t Why did you move? 

Copelandt Why did he leave the packing house business? [Laughter] 
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Copeland 2 

When you're young, . . . They cut him, to be exact, from t h i r t y d o l l a r s 

a week to twenty-five, and he d i d n ' t want to take a cut . And. we went 

back and we farmed four years , but t h a t ' s a l l we ac tua l ly farmed during 

our whole married l i f e . 

O.K.t Back in Lee County? 

Copelandt Back in Lee County, Alabama. And then we moved to Auburn 

and run a s t o r e for nine years before we moved to North Carolina. 

C.K.t Had you had any experience in running a s t o r e before? 

Copelandt I helped him, yes . He hadn ' t had any experience; I 

hadn ' t e i the r , except clerking in a s t o r e . 

C.K. t Why did. you decide to run tha t s to re there yourself? 

Copelandt We was farming and wo incurred a malarial fever t ha t 
7 

used to be prominent. There was a clubhouse near us . My husband 

looked a f te r the clubhouse. Cc^xh^U^*^ #*> He ***&,; <afi %@y h a d t h i s 
/ t h a t ' s when svs> 6<*c/. 

big pond , and ' malarial fever was prevalent . 

We a l l come down. There wasn't but three of us then, my husband and I 

and one ch i ld . All three of us had i t . So we decided we'd b e t t e r get 

away from there and move into town. That 

place, through acquaintances, was being sold, and we bought i t and 

stayed there nine years . 

C.K,t When were your kids born? 

Copelandt When I was twenty, 1922. 

C.K.t When were the other ones born? 

Copelandt 1926, four years between the f i r s t two, 

C.K.t You had two children? 

Copelandt No, I ' v e got seven chi ldren. Prom then on, they was 
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Copeland 3 

r i g h t . . . . [Laughter] 

C.K,i So you came up here in what year? 

Copelandt 1935. 

O.K.i What had you been doing in the Depression in Alabama? 

Copeland t We moved d i r e c t from the s t o r e . And. my husband went i n . 

He run a s t o r e on S t ree t for a while when we come here . We 

d i d n ' t come here to go to work in the m i l l s . Neither one of us had had 

any experience • And then a f te r you find out , , , , 

But we d i d n ' t know enough people. We d i d n ' t have the cash to keep us 

going t i l l we did build up a bus.'~ness . So we t r ied i t a while, 

and then he got a job a t the m i l l . We moved here in ' 3 5 . I d i d n ' t 

go to work u n t i l '37 , because I had a baby tha t was too young. I went to work 

in '37 and worked on then t i l l the time I had one more chi ld . I have 

a young boy, not much older than you. My baby i s forty-two. So the re 

were seven years between baby . 

C.K.t Why did you move up to Alamance County? 

Copelandt Because we had r e l a t i v e s here . The Copeland t ha t runs 

Copeland Mill and has made such a success of i t i s our uncle . 

O.K.t I s t ha t Mr. J.R. Copeland, Sr .? 

Copelandt Yes, J.R. Copeland, Sr. i s dead. J.R. Copeland, J r . 

and Jimmy I I I and a bro ther a re the th ree t ha t a re running i t now. 

C.K.t So your uncle was Mr. Copeland, Sr. And he corresponded 

with you and said what? When you were l i v ing in Alabama, what did he say 

about what was happening up here? 

Copelandt I t was my mother, not me. I was a Love, but my mother was 
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Copeland 4 

a Copeland. I married a distant relat ive. 

He and my mother corresponded a l l the time, I have half-brothers 

and - s i s t e r s . My mother was married twice. They were teenagers and 

needed work, and. he told them that he could give them work up here. 

So my mother and s is ters and brothers moved up f i r s t , 

C.K.i When did they move up? 

Copelandt They moved up in '32, I think. 

C.K.I Were they s t i l l farming at that time? 

Copelandt No, they had moved to Auburn by that time, doing 

different things connected with the college. Two of my brothers worked 

for the college in the ^<x',ru (Department. Auburn reminds me of Chapel 

Hill a lot . No industry there. 

O.K. t Right, i t ' s a l l college. 

Copelandt Just a college town. 

C.K.t So the Depression had h i t in Alabama, and they were laid 

off? 

Copelandt No, I don' t remember them being definitely laid off, 

but there was a seventeen-year-old boy, and one g i r l was s t i l l in 

high school. They just needed work. Mama was a widow the second 

time by then. They come for financial reasons, to find work. 

C.K.t Which mill did they come to work up here? 

Copelandt They a l l started working at ttfe £laid #811. At that 

particular time, J.R. Copeland was Superintendent of t)*e j^laid /Al l 

and a mill a t Swepsonville and one at Belmont. 

C.K.t The Virginia mill and Swepsonville, 
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Copelandt Raleigh • 

C.K. t So he would go to a l l three of those . . . 

Copelandt There was other men under him, of course, but he was 

called the Superintendent of a l l • 

C.K.t And you came up in '35 when your husband started working 

in the mill? 

Copelandt No, he started to work in a s tore. And i t was about a 

year before he went to work in the mil l . He started to work at th i r ty-

two and a half cents an hour with a wife and six children. [Laughter] 

You young folks don't know what we. . . . But of course everything 

was cheaper. 

C.K. t That's one thing that I want to know. What were things 

l ike here during the Depression and also during . 

Copelandt The mill work and the t ex t i l e work, the hosiery mill 

and a l l , a t one time Burlington was called the hosiery mill center 

of the South , And the tex t i le work was the main work here. The 

officials on the mill would have rather a plant l ike Western Q.ectric 

hadn't come in, because they had more competition. 

definitely be a mill t ex t i le business. And of my seven, I don' t have 

a child tha t ' s ever worked, in the mill , except only maybe during school, 

a parttime job. I have three boys that worked for Western BLectrlcj 

two of them are s t i l l working for them. 

C.K.i What were conditions l ike during the Depression here? 

Copelandt By the time we got here in '35, i t was picking up a l l 

over the country. The stock market crash was '29. And I ' l l say '31 
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Copeland 6 

and '32, along there, was the worst. And I think i t had picked, up more 

here. If you had a job during the Depression, you was a l l r ight , because 

the wages and the cost of living usually stays, . . If wages go up, 

the cost of living comes up and so forth. But there was more jobs here. 

That was the difference. There was more jobs to be had here than there 

was where I moved from. I went to work in April of '37, and I never was 

out of work ->nucU of the time. Sometime the mills would 

I was out ten months in 1942, when my l a s t child was bom. And 

tha t ' s when I went to Copeland's to work. He was born in May of '42, 

and I went back to work the next spring. My uncle, Mr, Copeland, came by. 

I wasn't going back to work , but they had started up th is 

mill a t Hopedale, and that was during the War years and help was scarce. 

And they asked me would I come down there and run the warp mills. And 

I said, "Well, I hadn't planned to go back to work." And I had never 

run machinery ; I had always just cribbed. And 

he said, "Well, somebody'11 teach you, and you can do i t . " And so 

I went to work down there, 

G.K.t What machine were you running? 

Copelandt A warp mill . That makes the warp for the, . . • 

O.K. t What kind of work was your husband doing at tbe-^a id y&Kll? 

Copelandt He started off a t the-j^Laid jfclll, l ike most everybody, 

a t service work, working on hoppers. And then he just learned different 

things. By the time he l e f t the mill—he didn ' t leave t i l l he had his 

f i r s t heart attack—he was running a t i e - in machine in the weave room, 

one of his better paying jobs. But he learned to do a lo t of different 

things. 
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C.K.t How did that happen? 

Copelandt Because he had the in i t i a t ive , you want to do. 

We were both people that always wanted to make the most money we could 

at whatever job we was on. 

CK. t So he wanted to learn different kinds of sk i l l s , and he 

was able to do that . 

Copelandt He always done something besides work an eight-hour job. 

He said a person couldn't hardly raise a big family on a straight eight-

hour job, and he went in a l o t of different businesses himself. In fact, 

one time here we raised chickens on the side. I can't say we made any 

money, but we had about five hundred laying hens at one time. And then 

he tried a f i l l ing station business in Graham. But in his la te r years 

he did make some money building houses. In fact, he bui l t that house 

next door to us. He would work in the plant eight hours, and he would 

hire carpenters and electricians by the contract, give them the job, 

and he would &6e a{ie^ ,'t <^d iMffk toe * 

CK. t Was that th* rule? 

Copelandt That's unusual, for people to do that, but we both, 

and I s t i l l have, a t seventy-four years old, a l o t of nervous energy. 

I stay busy, just l ike I keep that crocheting s i t t ing here by me, or else 

I read or something. 

C.K.t Were you living in the same place a l l these years? 

Copelandt No. When we f i r s t came here, we lived on West Webb 

Avenue, callei South Park Avenue. 

CK. t Right near the j?laid % 1 i t se l f . 

Copelandt In five minutes. They used to say when [laughter] 
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Copeland 8 

-Jirr-H" WL come in, they knew i t was time to go to work, And then we 

bought that house over there, ~fhe-plaid (mill owned a l l those houses 

around there at one time. 

CK. t When did they s t a r t to . . . 

Copelandt I don't remember what year they started to se l l them off, 

I guess i t was '38 and '9 we bought ours over there, 

C.K. t ibr how much? 

Copelandt Eleven hundred dol lars . And I can't t e l l you exactly 

what we paid for i t when we bought this one. I 've been living here 

thirty-three years in March. We rented [our f i r s t house] for one year, 

and we decided that wasn't what we wanted to do, and. we sold i t for 

between two and three thousand dollars at that time, in '33 . We 

didn ' t pay but $5,500 for this house . 

KLna t Alice, wouldn't you say they started selling 

those houses about forty-five years ago [193%]? 

Copelandt That's my s i s t e r . She worked at the plaid, mill , too. 

I don't remember when they started to se l l them. We bought ours about 

'39. 

G.K. t Why did. they s t a r t selling them a t that time? 

Copelandt I imagine that they could use that money to invest in 

the machinery and enlarging the text i le business and make more money 

than they could renting those houses to employees, because they rented 

them to them real cheap. Just a few dollars a week; they took i t out 

of the time or something l ike that, 

C.K. t Until that time, did most of the people who worked at the 

plaid mills l ive around that area? 
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Copelandt That 's r i g h t , 

O.K.t And then i t ' s changed since then? 

Copelandt Oh, i t ' s changed. 

O.K.i What caused the change? 

Copelandt Tfre-plaid JH îll has closed now. There was t ranspor ta t ion, 

would be one of the reasons. 

CK. i When did people who worked in the mill s t a r t to get 

automobiles? 

Copelandt I can ' t t e l l you about the old time as much as the 

other people, because I d i d n ' t s t a r t in the mil l u n t i l I was t h i r t y - f i v e 

years old, I reckon. But a l o t of these people t ha t I know personally 

started, there a t nine and ten years o ld . I have f i r s t cousins—I cannot 

hardly bel ieve i t — t h a t s t a r t ed in the mil l a t nine and ten years o ld . 

No home or not . But when we l ived out 

in the country, which everybody knows i s a hard l i f e , we d i d n ' t think 

we were be t t e r , but we knew we was having i t b e t t e r than people tha t 

l ived in the mill v i l l a g e s . Because we wasaMr-taken out of the school 

and put to work. We worked i n the farm, but we did i t and went to 

school, too. And as everybody knows, there wasn ' t 'ever a time tha t 

we d i d n ' t have a balanced d i e t , because we raised our vegetables 

had our milk and bu t te r and meat. And so I'm glad t ha t I wasn't 

ra ised in a mil l v i l l a g e . And I never had any idea, but when I moved 

to Burlington, our in tent ion when we moved here wasn' t , but when you 

find out you can make more money, and money i s what you need when you're 

r a i s ing a family and wanting to send t ha t family to school. 

CK. i Especially during the Depression. What did you feel when 
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Copeland 10 

you f i r s t entered the mill and moved ? 

Copelandt I t was hard for me to learn. I t ' s tedious work 

to me, tying a l l those knots, and I tied knots constantly. And I 

thought i t was hard, but they thought i t was nothing; they'd been 

doing i t a l l their l ives . But I learned i t . There never was a time 

that I wasn't proud of my job, because I knew that instead of my children 

having to stop school and go to work, that by me and their daddy both 

working, they could go to school. And I was proud when I worked six 

days a week, and I don't regret any days that I worked in the mil l . 

But now, since my hearing has gone bad, one of the things. . . . Now 

they have to wear earplugs in the weave room. I worked in the weave 

room very l i t t l e . I had a hearing aid and I d idn ' t hear any better, 

and I didn ' t keep i t ; I had i t on t r i a l . And the hearing specialist 

said noise and quinine, which I did take when we had malarial fever, 

and terramycin, a drug that I took one time when I had a bad infection, 

[laughter] those three things both have a tendency to affect your hearing. 

Now they're learning a l l th i s , and they have to wear earplugs in the 

weave room. But I never did. work in the weave room but about nine 

days. I d idn ' t ever l ike the weave room on account of the excess noise. 

I t was te r r ib le . But the Preparation Department i s not quiet. 

I talk louder than I l ike . I get mad at myself. And I said I worked 

in the mill from '37 to '64, except jus t that ten months out and 

other times when I 'd get soma vial en t i l lness . And I never did l ike 

the noise, and you had to talk loud to make people you was working 

with hear you, 

C.K.i I imagine i t was especially strange when you f i r s t entered 
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Copeland 11 

the mill and i t was so loud. 

Copelandt Oh, you just f e l t l i ke you couldn't stand i t . You 

gradually get used to i t . 

C.K.t I guess. Were you aware at that time that the noise level 

could possibly affect your hearing? 

Copelandt No. In fact, I don't think anybody was conscious of i t , 

an average person, t i l l maybe six or seven years ago. Anyway, tha t ' s 

the f i r s t time I started hearing about i t , 

C.K. i I know they do a l l have earplugs these days. 

Copelandt That's been since I quit . I took my retirement in '64. 

CK. i Coming from the country and feeling proud of coming from 

the country and so forth, you didn' t feel superior to the people who 

worked in the mills? 

Copelandt No, not after I was that age on. Just growing up. 

CK. t They didn ' t feel any different to you because you were . . . 

Copelandt There's some of them, of course, in any work you go at , 

anywhere you go, there 's some people that you wouldn't want as a bosom 

friend or you wouldn't v i s i t their house and so forth. But when you 

were on the job, i t d idn ' t make any difference to you; they were 

employees just l ike I was. 

C.K.i So you stayed over there on South Park for how long? 

Copelandt We moved out here in '42. Approximately seven years. 

C.K.t Did you go into the town of Burlington very much? 

Copelandt Oh, yes. 

CK. i To do what? 
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Copelandt I worked at two different stores up there. You won't 

believe how much I worked while I was a working person. , I used to 

work at the United Dollar Store on the corner of Webb, The Graftique 

Furniture Company ; in fact, tha t ' s the f i r s t 

job I ever had in Burlington, After we moved here in October, Easter 

weekend of '36 I went to work there . Some of the 

relatives and the older children kept the baby, and I worked on weekends. 

And I worked on weekends and holidays for a long time. 

And then after I went to work in the mill, i f we wasn't working 

on Saturday I used to work up there. And one Christmas Mr. Smith was 

Manager there, and he told me that I could work a l l the hours I wanted 

to . I 'd go to work at nine o'clock— I was working on the second shift 

at pi& fllaid Mill—and work from nine t i l l two and come home (and what 

you worked in the store wasn't really what you worked in the mill) and 

re-dress and go to work at three. 

CK.i Till eleven. 

Copeland. 1 Yes, we worked t i l l eleven. 

CK. 1 Who took care of your kids during the time that you worked 

in the mill? 

Copelandt When I actually went to work in the mill regular, my 

oldest child was thirteen years old. And the next one was ten. And 

my husband worked on one shift , and I worked on the other. And we never 

had hired a maid . 

CK. 1 So you were able to cover for the kids. 

Copeland t With the children up that age, the oldest one thirteen 

and the next one ten • But I'm 
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proud of i t now. I ' ve got a nice family. 

CK. t Why did you want your kids never to go into the mill? 

Copelandt I wanted something b e t t e r for them. Each generation 

wants. . . . I wonder now what the next generation wi l l want for t h e i r 

children, more than you-al l have had. My grandchildren a re having too 

much too young. Someday we' re going to go back a l i t t l e b i t to the 

oldfashioned way of r a i s ing children, I expect. Now everybody gives a 

child a car by the time they ' r e s ix teen . Our children bought t h e i r 

f i r s t car, and they paid for i t with the money they . My 

oldes t son i s a graduate of Eton , and h e ' s Postmaster of Durham. 

My daughter Sarah finished high school and had one year in business 

college, the whole s ec r e t a r i a l course in one year. She's been with 

Burlington Indus t r i e s ; her t i t l e now i s Administrative Assis tant . 

And my second daughter, Gerry, works for Kayser-Roth in the Accounting 

Department. My third daughter, Gladys, i s an R.N.; she worked yadvaAJ 

•4fr*-rr\ a< Watts Hospital In Durham. She met her husband there , 

and her husband i s a G.P.A, They l i v e in Atlanta, and of course she 

d o n ' t work. My next son, James, had as much as eighteen months a t Hon. 

He d i d n ' t f i n i sh . He works for Western Elec t r ic ; h e ' s been with them 

s ince ' 55 , And he worked over here a t t h i s p lan t t i l l Christmas, and 

now h e ' s dr iving back and for th . 

O.K.i When they moved . . . 

Copelandt But h e ' s too young to r e t i r e , and got too much time in 

to l o s e . And. my youngest boy, Winston, went to college a t BLon for 

about two years a t n ight . But he went to work a t Western over here 

when he f i r s t got out of high school and went to night c lasses a t Elon. 
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He stayed with Western from '53. . . . My son Winston passed away 

eight years ago with a heart attack. He was thirty-four years old. 

And then my youngest son, the one tha t ' s thirty-five, went to State. 

He was in his junior year at State, and he wasn't doing anything. He 

was having a ball and. was partying a l l the time. And he had. to go to 

summer school two summers. He made a l l A's in math his freshman year, 

but he joined a fraternity party. But he 's a graduate of 

Georgia State in Atlanta. He never did. want to go to school, but he 

wanted to party and go to school, too. And. after his daddy died in '62, 

we decided that he would, drop out and go to work. And his l a s t two 

years he went on his own. But he got his diploma from Georgia State, 

and he's been working with Bell Laboratories ever since, the same job. 

He'd worked at Bell; with what time he'd had at State, he went in a t 

Bell Laboratories as a draftsman. And he got his degree in math. 

He's a math major, but his t i t l e at Bell Laboratories i s Engineer now. 

So I say my children's a l l done well. Because Mama was determined they 

was going to have a chance [laughter], and their Daddy was, too. 

C.K.i Did other families move up l ike that? Because tha t ' s 

quite a success story of your particular family, 

Copelandi I'm proud of them. 

G.K.i How about other families that you worked with in the mills? 

Did many of the children stay in the mills? 

Copelandi I won't say that they had the same ambitions I had. 

My oldest son says I'm an education nut, and I guess I am. I didn ' t 

have • 
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CK. t How far did you go to school? 

Copeland t I only went through the ninth grade. But I wanted to 

go; don't think I didn ' t want to go. Finances 

• He can' t realize that I that long. 

I went to a country school far 

. You had to board in a l i t t l e town to go 

to the county high school. Now, any child, can go to school; 

transportation anywhere they want. And tha t ' s what makes 

me so mad. I t ' s the age of opportunity, 

CK. t And a l o t of people don't take advantage of those 

opportunities, 

Copelandt I even enrolled a t the Technical Ins t i tu te . My 

daughter says I was the only person she ever knew who was a dropout 

before they ever started. [Laughter] I was determined to get that 

high school • 

C.K.t Did you get i t ? 

Copelandt That's why she calls me a dropout. I have done a good, 

b i t of travelling since I re t i red. And there was a tour that I was 

going on to California in '66. And Mr. Taylor was Principal over 

there, and I had enrolled. So the tour was going to leave the f i r s t 

day of October, and I called him and I said, "If you was me, would 

you s ta r t now and then be out?" The tour was going to be gone twenty-two 

days. And he said, "Well, I 'd just wait and s ta r t the next semester." 

[Whispers] And I didn ' t s t a r t • So my daughter 

said, "Mama, you're the only dropout I ever knew before they started," 

[Laughter] But I should have. 
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CK. i What do you think distinguished your family from other 

families? Why do you think there was this particular drive or desire 

to get ahead and improve? 

Copelandt I just can't t e l l you. All I can say, this son of 

mine i s fifty-four. He had a heart attack a 

l i t t l e over a year ago. He's had drive a l l his l i f e . I guess i t ' s 

just a t r a i t tha t ' s born in you. I don't know. He worked his l a s t 

two years in high school, worked in the mill and went to high school. 

And Frank finished in '39. But we just had eleven grades in high school 

then. And we couldn't send him to State. Here's exactly what we told 

Franki we didn ' t have the money to board. But we said, "Now if you 

can work parttime, and go to Elon. . . . " He didn ' t want to go to Elon; 

he wanted to go to State. He was going to major in chemistry then; he 

was going to be a chemical engineer. But that boy went back to school. 

He really had twelve years in high school, and he took three subjects. 

One of them was chemistry, and one of them was economics. And then in 

the spring of '40, he decided he wanted to go in service. He wasn't 

but eighteen then. He started in September before he was six in November. 

And I just couldn't see i t . Oh, I just hated i t so bad. But his daddy 

finally signed for him. He lacked a l i t t l e of being eighteen, and he 

had to sign for him. And then, you know when I was glad 

that boy went in service, was the day of Pearl Harbor, Because if he 

hadn't gone in, he'd have been drafted and probably jus t sent wherever 

they wanted him, without any special training. So they told him when 

he went down to Raleigh to join, if he could pass the exam they had 

a special opening in the Financial Department a t Fort Bragg, He took 
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tha t exam, and there was some college boys taking the same exam. And 

he passed, and he went to work in the Financial Department a t Fort 

Bragg. And he worked in finance and personnel the whole time he was 

in se rv ice . He s ta r ted one time to make a career of i t . But he wasn' t 

overseas for sixteen months. When they opened Camp Butner • • • 

BEGIN SIDE I I TAPE I 

Copelandi He stayed in the S ta tes , He d i d n ' t ac tual ly spend, 

but s ixteen months, and he was wanting to get overseas time. 

So af te r he come back from the service i s when he went to Elon College, 

He wouldn't go to EJLon when he graduated from high school; he wanted 

to go to S ta te . And. he graduated from Elon. 

O.K. i Was he the only one of your sons who served during World 

War I I ? 

Copelandi He's the one t h a t ' s in Durham as Postmaster now. He's 

been Postmaster in Durham for eleven or twelve years . But he worked, 

a t Copeland *s while he was going to Elon College, and then af te r he 

graduated a t Elon, too. He was a designer down there when he 

went into the Post Office. But he showed h i s d r ive a l l of h i s l i f e ; 

he was trying to be t t e r himself. 

CK. i When did. tha t mill open down here a t Hopevale? 

Copelandi Oh, I can t e l l you exactly. I t opened up in ' 42 . 

Why I know, because I connect things with the time tha t l a s t baby 

was born, and my husband was working over the re . My husband went to 

work over there . 
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C.K. t He was one of the or ig ina l . . . 

Copelandt My husband helped put up the machinery down there . 

He was working a t the Virginia mi l l s a t Swepsonville, and he knew he 

was going down to Copeland. *s as a foreman. That was understood with h i s 

uncle and so for th . So he went down and helped, put up the machinery, 

and i t opened up in ' 42 . 

CK. t So he was a foreman? 

Copelandt Yes, he was a foreman down the re . 

C.K.t And t h a t ' s where he f inished, as a foreman? Why did he leave 

the plaid mil l to go down to Swepsonville? 

Gopelandi A be t te r job opening come up down the re . I guess he 

l e f t down there to go to running a t i e - i n machine, the best I remember. 

CK. i Did the mil l t ry and r e c r u i t people tha t they knew were 

good workers? 

Copelandi That was under the same management. The Kinney mil l 

and tha t was under the same management. You was frozen on your job 

during World War I I . One company couldn ' t h i r e the o t h e r ' s workers. 

You remember reading or hearing about that? 

C.K.i Yes. Tbu were working during World War I I . Did you put 

out war-related mater ials l i k e parachutes or ten ts? 

Gopelandi Yes, we made parachute material a t Copeland's. We 

had government • You couldn ' t throw any of the 

waste away; i t a l l had to be weighed, because . 

We made a l o t of parachute mater ia l . I was working a t Copeland's 

during the War years . 

C.K.t Did a l o t of women get new jobs during . . . 
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Gopelandi A l o t of women. Like I told you, he wanted me to go 

down there and. run tha t machinery a t tha t warp mi l l . And. I despised to 

run i t . I ' d much ra ther do the o ther . And I never did run i t , only 

when I had t o . Yes, women did things tha t they had never done before. 

O.K.t Like running warp machines? 

Cbpelandi Yes. And weaving. Weaving used to be considered a 

man's job . Weaving and. running the warp m i l l s , because they s t i l l had 

men on the s lashers the whole time I was the re . And I d i d n ' t see any 

women f ixing, but now, with t h i s women's l i b and women's r i g h t s , t hey ' r e 

learning to f i x in the mill and. doing a l l t h a t . But t h a t ' s been s ince 

I ' v e been away from i t , I d o n ' t want any of tha t , 

C.K.i Why i s that? 

Copelandt Because i t ' s too heavy, i s one th ing. And I ' d j u s t 

r a ther have a more feminine job . 

CK. i Did women keep those jobs a f t e r the War? 

Copelandt I said a l l the time during the War years , when those 

boys come home, I was going to qu i t . I was going to give them jobs 

back to the men. But I kept on, because I had children in school, and 

I j u s t kept on working t i l l [ i was] s ixty-two. So I d i d n ' t qu i t l i k e 

I thought I was going to when our boys got back home. They come in 

gradually«w-they d i d n ' t a l l come back a t one time—and the ones t ha t 

I personally knew, i t seemed l i k e they found jobs . I f i t had been, 

asked me, "So-and-so needs a job. Will you give him yours," I would 

have. 

CK. i You would have, even though you were s t i l l ' 

t ry ing to . . • 
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Copelandt Send my children to school. I would have. And, of 

course, children in a big family learn to , , . , 

O.K.t What are the biggest changes that you've seen in Burlington 

and in the tex t i le industry? 

Copelandt People are making more money in shorter hours, and a 

lo t of the tex t i le business i s moving out of Burlington. Why, I don't 

know. Right now I'm concerned about Burlington. Western i s gone. My 

daughter's going to be out of a job the f i r s t of August, they're 

supposed to be moving. Then Kayser-Roth i s moving their main office 

to Greensboro, I don't know why, I think our Chamber of Commerce 

really hasn't been on the job l ike they should have, to try to get 

new industry in here. Because a l o t of industry i s moving from the 

North to the South, and we should be getting more of i t . But I'm 

not in the know-how enough to know why we are not, 

C.K.t That's what everyone i s te l l ing me, that i t ' s kind of 

levelled off here. 

Copelandt I t ' s levelled off. And the Rhodes Furniture Company i s moving 

o u t . I t ' s a chain of furniture stores tha t ' s been here ever since before I 

moved to Burlington • And i t ' s just getting bad right now, so I really 

don't know why. 

CK. i What other kinds of changes have taken place in the community 

since you've been here, or in the text i le business? 

Gopelandi Of course, we a l l know the generation gap. Young people 

now want something better, and they say a l l my generation thought about 

was material things. Yet if their parents and grandparents cut off the 

material things, this young generation would know that i t ' s got to have 

material things to make the world go round, I don't know what they're 
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thinking about, but they want to be in a "position" instead of a job. 

You've got to s t a r t a t the bottom and work up. out of college, 

you don't get in a job l ike you'll have five or ten years from now. 

CK. t Why do you think that is? 

Copelandt I think parents, real ly. Parents are more to blame than 

the children. And I think our welfare program has been imposed on. I 

think everybody tha t ' s too old and disabled to work should have help, 

but I don't believe in supporting able-bodied people. And they say, 

"Oh, the government's giving i t to me." They don' t think deep enough 

to know that the government don' t give you anything; somebody's paying 

for i t . I don't believe in the welfare program as i t i s now, 

C.K.t I have to agree. 

Copelandt And I don't believe that people ought to try to get 

something for nothing; I just don't believe in that . I don't 

want anybody to keep me up. But there 's a l o t of people 

just so , they don't care where i t comes from or how 

they get i t . 

CK. t How has l i f e changed in Burlington? 

Copelandt I t ' s changed in Burlington just l ike i t has 

everywhere else, I 've gone to the same church every since about '36, 

over there in West Burlington, helping my mother. We haven't had 

much integration inthe church, but I know if they wanted to come in, 

they could, and I can't say if you're a true Christian that you could 

object to that , but. . . . I t ' s just changed. The churches has 

changed; everything has changed. I t ' s just a changing world. 

C.K.t How has the church changed? 

Copelandt [Laughter] Well, things are done in the churches now 
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tha t d i d n ' t use to be done as far as the socia l programs. We had t h i s 

Education Director tha t was a Miss S i l l s , and she brought in a l l of the 

children anywhere around the neighborhood, and they played games and 

had Bible s t o r i e s and a l l , black and white and a l l of them. I j u s t 

can ' t hardly put my finger on i t , but i t i s a change. I t ' s probably 

for the best , but i t ' s j u s t a l o t of change. And the casual dress ing . 

You wouldn't have ever thought of anybody, , , , Of course, they 

haven ' t worn hats in years . And now i f you want to go to church in 

a pants s u i t , you go. You go as you a r e . That 's not too bad for 

tha t ; I'm not c r i t i c i z i n g t h a t . I 'm not c r i t i c i z i n g any of i t ; 

i t ' s j u s t • I would l i k e to know how my grandchildren turn out , 

i f t h e y ' l l make good c i t i z ens . That 's what I consider a good, person, 

somebody tha t abides by the laws of the country and helps make the 

laws and i s in teres ted in the betterment of the community. And j u s t 

be a good c i t i z e n . 

CK. t How have people of your generation been good c i t izens? 

How did they pa r t i c ipa t e in the a f fa i r s of the community back here 

in Burlington? Did you pa r t i c i pa t e in any . . . 

Copelandt I ' v e been a civil-minded person and. I vote, but I ' v e 

never been too ac t ive because I had too much e l se to do a t home. 

But my oldes t boy Frank and , t hey ' r e ac t ive in I don ' t know 

how many d i f fe ren t c iv ic projec ts and. so fo r th . He's one of these 

involved people. But I ' v e never had time to get involved 

away from my family. And i f I had i t , my family 

would come f i r s t , I d i d n ' t go much back then; I go a l o t now. Because 

when I wasn' t a t work, by the time my children were beginning to get 
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grown, I never was a parent t ha t f e l t l i k e I ought to be off when 
/were 

my children/dat ing and having friends a t home, I was always home. 

In other words, I'm one of the old school, I reckon. [Laughter] 

C.K. t There's a l o t to be said for the old school. And I think 

tha t t h a t ' s important, t ha t people who a re younger r e a l i z e . . . . 

Gopelandi The standard of l i v ing—le t me say t h i s much about 

change in Burlington—has r ea l l y improved in Burlington since 1935. 

Everybody has from one to three or four cars , and everybody has 

r e f r ige ra to r s , and most of them have a i r conditioning. And I am 

glad, to see the standard of l i v ing ra ised for the working people, 

and i t i s good. If a person wants to work and have a job, he can 

have j u s t about anything he wants, i f he works regular and takes care 

of h i s money and don ' t throw i t away. The standard of l i v ing has 

r e a l l y improved.. 

CK. 1 I'm very in te res ted in t h i s idea of family, because I 

think I agree with you tha t the family i s very important. 

Copelandt I'm glad to hear you say t h a t . Are you married? 

CK. 1 No, I'm not . But I s t i l l think tha t the family i s very 

important. 

Copeland 1 When you do marry, you be good to your children and 

you love them, but d i s c i p l i n e them. When you j u s t turn them loose , 

you 're not t r ea t ing them r i g h t . 

BSLna d i d n ' t work there too long, but she did work a t the plaid 

mil l a short while . 

O.K. 1 Do you s t i l l keep up with other people who worked, a t the 

pla id mill? 
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Gopelandi Not too much, 

C.K.i Do you know any? 

Copelandt There's a bunch of them, yes, that s t i l l goes to 

H Memorial Church. Mr. Walter Williams was the Office Manager, 

and he was Sunday School Superintendent there for twenty-five years. 

And i t was a saying that [laughter] if you wanted a job at the plaid 
Ocw it 

mill, be sure to go to H Church. A lo t of those people s t i l l 

go there. 

O.K. i What would, the names be of some people that I might be 

able to talk to? 

Copeland. i Sally Weaver, who l ives on Peale Street. She worked 

there for years. Her husband was my foreman. 

CK. t Do you know Mrs. Ethel Shocklin? 

Copelandt Yes, she's in Senior Citizens with me. She's a lovely 

lady. 

C.K.i I talked with her. 

Copeland. t We worked in the same department and knew each other 

back then. 

CK. t She i s a lovely person. Who else would s t i l l be around? 

Gbpelandi Oh, I know a l o t of them . Mary 

and Lee Robinson both leave on Peale Street right close to that 

Mrs. Sally Weaver. You should talk to Mr. Robinette. 

C.K.ipve talked to him this afternoon. 

Copelandt Mr. Robinette i s really an interesting man. And he's 

been there forever. He's one of them that probably started there. 

C.K.i When he was nine. 
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Copelandt When he was young. And Sally Weaver probably d id , and 

Mary Robinson. Mary Robinson i s from Danvil le, Virginia, but she come 

here from Dan River Mills when old man Jim Coulter—and a l l of them 

referred to him as old man Jim Coulter—he was a t Dan River Mills before 

he come to Burlington. He was one of them tha t f i r s t was in with 

Spencer Love when they organized. Burlington Mil ls . Yes, I know a l o t 

of them was there back then. 

G.K.i Who else? 

Gopelandi You want any more? [Laughter] Betty and Lloyd Davidson. 

C.K. t Where do they l ive? 

Gopelandi I know where they l i v e , but I c a n ' t think what s t r e e t 

t ha t i s . Wild wood Lane, I think. 

C.K.i I s tha t out there , too? 

Copelandt I t ' s not too fa r from the re . 

Una i I t ' s off of West Webb, i s n ' t i t , Alice? 

Copelandt Yes. And Emma Glosson, She's on West Webb. She's 

older than I am. Not Betty and Lloyd Davidson, because Betty j u s t 

r e t i r ed l a s t year. But Sally Weaver and the Robinsons are a l l o lder 

than I am, and Mrs. Glosson i s older than I am. 

CK. t And you think i t would be okay to t a lk with a l l those 

people, tha t they wouldn't mind. 

Copelandt Each one of them wil l give you somebody e l se , so you ' l l 

get enough. 

[End of interview] 
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