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Cliff Kuhns I'd like to start by asking where you grew up and
where your parents and grandparents came from.

Alice (bpeland: Both of my parents was originally from Lee
County in Alabama, and on both mides they were farmers. Ard I grew up
on a farm, and there the main crop is cotton and corn.

CuK.t How big a farm was it?

Copelands We had eighty acres, just a small farm,

C.K.1 Were you the oldest?

(bpelands I'm the oldest in & family of six children,

C.K.1 And you were born in what year?

Copeland 1 Nineteen-two.

CoKo.t How did you meet your husband?

Copsland s He was visiting relatives in my community. I was
sixteen, and he was twenty. And we corresponied more than we actually
got to date, because he lived in Andalusia, Alabama, and I 1lived up in
Tuakegee, But we married, and I was eighteen and he was twenty-two.

CeK.t What kind of work was he doing at that time?

Copeland sy He worked in a packing house for Swift and Company.

CeKet In Andalusia?

Copeland: At the time we married, he was working at a packing
company in Mobile, Alabama, We went there to live, and then we went
from Mobile and lived in Birmingham, and he still worked for a packing
house,

CeKos Why d4id you move?

(opelands Why did he leave the packing house business? [Laughter ]
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Copeland 2
When you're young, » «» « They cut him, to be exact, from thirty dollars
a week to twenty-five, and he didn't want to take a cut, And we vwent
back and we farmed four years, but that's all we actually farmed during
our whole married 1ife,
CsK.1 Back in Lee County?
Copelands Back in Lee County, Alabama. Anl then we moved to Auburn
and Tun a store for nine years before we moved to North Carolina.
CuK.1t Had you had any experience in running a store before?
Copeland: I helped him, yes. He hadn't had any experience; I
hadn't either, except clerking in a store,
C.K.1 Why did you decide to run that store there yourself?
eu've héard of
(opeland: We was farming and malarial fever that
usel to be pmn:.nmt.? There was a clubhouse near us. My husband
looked after the clubhouse, Cotfufcen oo B puntas 9 /¢ They had this
big pond y and -‘{mn::;.:rﬂlmfwnr was m
We al1 come down, There wasn't but three of us then, my husband and I
and one child., All three of us had it: 8o we decided we'd better get
away from there and move into town, That
place, through acquaintances, was being scld, and we bought it and
stayed there nine years,
C.K.1 When were your kids born?
Copelands When I was twenty, 1922,
CeKit When were the other ones born?
Copeland s 1926, four years between the first two.
CeKst You had two children?

Copeland: No, I've got seven children, From then on, they was
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Copeland 3

right, + + » [Laughter)

CsK+st S0 you came up here in what year?

Copeland 1 1935,

C.K.1 What had you been doing in the Depression in AlabamaT

Copelandi We moved direct from the store, And my husband went in,
He run a store on Street for a while when we come here, We
didn't come here to go to work in the mills, Neither one of us had had
any experience. And then after you find out, , . .
Eut we didn't know enough people. We didn't have the cash to keep us
going till we did build up @ bws=ess . S0 we tried it a while,
and then he got a job at the mill. We moved here in '35, I didn't
go to work until '37, because I hal a baby that was too young. I went to work
in '37 and worked on then till the time I had one more child, I have
a young boy, not much clder than you. My baby is forty-two. 5o there
were seven years between baby .

CeKuet Why did you move up to Alamance County?

(bpeland : Because we hal relatives here. The (bpeland that runs
Copeland Mill and has made such a success of it i=s our uncle,

CXK.: Is that Mr. J,R. Copeland, Sr.?

Copelands Yes, J,R. Copeland, Sr. is dead, J.R, Oopeland, Ir.
and Jimmy III and a%uama three that ares running it now.

C.K.1 S your uncle was Mr, Copeland, 8¢, And he correspondel
with you and said what? When you were living in Alabama, what did he say
about what was happening up here?

(bpelands It was my mother, not me, I was a Love, but my mother was
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Copeland 4
a (opeland, I married a distant relative.

He and my mother corresponded all the time, I have half-brothers
and -sisters, My mother was married twice, They were teenagers and
needed work, and he told them that he could give them work up here.

% my mother and sisters and brothers moved up first.

CeK,1 When did they move up?

Copeland ¢+ They moved up in '32, I think,

CeKss Were they still farming at that time?

Copeland No, they had moved to Auburn by that time, doing
different things connectad with the college:. Two of my brothers workel
for the college in the cfa}ry dapu-t.amt. Anburn reminds me of Chapel
Hill a lots No industry there,

C.Ke1 Right, 1t's all college.

Copeland: Just a college town.

CuK.1 S0 the Depression had hit in Alabama, and they were laid
off?

Copelandt No, I don't remember them being definitely laid off,
but there was a seventeen-year-old boy, and one girl was still in
high school., They just needel work. Mama was a widow the second
time by then. They come for finanecial reasons, to find work,

C,Ket Which mill did they come to work up here?

Copelands They all started working at t,t(a flata M1, At that
particular time, J,R, Copeland was Superintendent of tife Plaid ad1l
and a mill at Swepsonville and one at Belmont,

CeKst The Virginia mill and Swepsonville,
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Copeland 5
Copeland: Raleigh .
CsKet 8o he would go to a&ll three of those

® 8 @
(bpelands There wasz other men under him, of course, but he was
called the Superintendent of all

C.K.1 And you came up in '35 when your husband started working
in the mil1l?

(bhpelandt No, he started to work in a store. And it was about a
year before he went to work in the mill, He startel to work at thirty-
two and a half cents an hour with a wife and six children, [Laughter]

You young folks don't know what we. . . « But of course everything

was cheaper,

CiK.ot That's one thing that I want to know, What were things
like here during the Depression and also during

Copelandy The mill work and the textile work, the hosiery mill

and all, at one time DBurlington was called the hosiery mill center

of the South | And the textile work was the main work hers, The

officials on the mill would have rather a plant like Western Hlectric
hadn't come in, because they had more competition,

definitaly be a mill textile business, And of my seven, I don't have
a child that's ever worked in the mill, except only maybe during school,
a parttime job. I have three boys that worked for Western Electric;
two of them are still working for them,
C.K,1 What were conditions like during the Depression here?
Copeland: By the time we got here in '35, it was picking up all
over the country. The stock market crash was '29. And I'll say '3l

Interview number H-0017 in the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,

Ehe Loujs Rowwd Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC—ChageI Hil.
estriction: User must sign agreement to resgect interviewee's

request for anonymity.



Copeland 6
and '32, along there, was the worst., And I think it hai picked up more
here, If you had a job during the Depression, you was all right, because
the wages and the cost of living usually stays. + « + If wages go up,
the cost of living comes up and so forth. DBut there was more jobs here.
That was the difference. There was more jobm to be hal here than there
was where I moved from. I went to work in April of '37, and I never was
out of work >nucl of the time, Sometime the mills would

I was out ten months in 1942, when my last child was born. And

that's when I went to (bpeland's to work., He was born in May of '42,
and T went back to work the next spring, My uncle, Mr, (bpeland, came by.
I wasn't going back to work y but they had started up this
mill at Hopedale, and that was during the War years and help was scarce,
And they asked me would I come down there and run the warp mnills. Ard
I said, "Well, I hadn't planned to go back to work," And I had never
run nachinery 3 I had always just cribbed. And
he said, "Well, somebody'll teach you, and you can do it." Amd s0
I went to work down there,

C,K.t What machine were you running?

Copelandi A warp mill, That makes the warp for the. « o+ »

C.K.t What kind of work was your husband doing at the-flaid M11?

Copelands He started off at thu—E.I.nid jill, like most everybody,
at service work, working on hoppers. And then he just learned different
things. By the time he left the mill-~he didn't leave till he had his
first heart attack--he was running a tle-in machine in the weave room,

one of his better paying jobs. But he learnel to do a lot of different

things,
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Copaland 7

CeK,s How did that happen?

Copeland: Because he had the initiative, you want to do.
We were both people that always wanted to make the most money we could
at whatever job we was on.

CeKs1 S0 he wanted to learn different kinds of skills, and he
was able to do that.

Copeland: He always done something besides work an eight-hour job.
He said a person couldn't hardly raise a big family on a straight eight-
hour job, and he went in a lot of different businesses himself. In fact,
one time hers we raisel chickens on the gide. I can't say we made any
money, but we had about five hundrel laying hens at one time. Ani then
he triel a filling station business in Graham, But in his later years
he did make some money bullding houses, In fact, he built that house
next door to us, He would work in the plant eight hours, and he would
hire carpenters and electriclans by the contract, give them the job,
and he would See afles [t oand lugrk tos.

CiK.t Was that the rule?

Copeland: That's unusual, for people to do that, but we both,
and I still have, at seventy-four years old, a lot of nervous energy.
I stay busy, just like I keep that crocheting sitting here by me, or else
I read or something,

CiKss Were you living in the same place all these years?

opelands Ho. When we first came here, we liveld on West Webb
Avenue, callel South Park Avenus,

C.X.s Right near the 'Elatd ﬂll itself,

Copeland: In five minutes., They usel to say when [liughter]
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Gopeland 8

My Ml come in, they knew it was time to go to work. And then we

bought that house over there, —fhe f1aid 111 owned all those houses
around there at one time,

C.K.1 When did they start to . «+ «

Copelands I don't remember what year they startel to sell them off,
I guess it was "38 and '9 we bought ours over there.

C.K.t For how much?

Copelands Eleven hundred dollars. And I can't tell you exactly
what we paid for it when we bought this one. I've been living here
thirty-three years in March. We rented [our first house]| for one year,
and we decided that wasn't what we wanted to do, and we Pg,]éﬁ ji.t for
between two and three thousand dollars at that time, in "33. We
didn't pay but $5,500 for this house .

Eina 1 Alice, wouldn't you say they startel selling
those houses about forty-five years ago [1932]7

(opelands That's my sister. She workeld at the plaid mill, too.
I don't remember when they started to sell them., We bought ours about
"9,

CoKus Why did they start selling them at that time?

Gopeland: I imagine that they could use that money tc invest in
the machinery and enlarging the textile business and make more money
than they could renting those houses to employees, because they rented
them to them real cheap, Just a few dollars a week; they took it out
of the time or something like that.

C.Kst Until that time, did most of the people who worked at the

plaid mills live around that area?

Interview number H-0017 in the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,

&he Louis Rowwd Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hjll.
estriction: User must sign agreement to respect interviewee's

request for anonymity.



(bpeland 9

Copeland; That's right.

C.K.t And then it's changed since then?

Copeland: Oh, it's changed.

C.K.1 What causei the change?

Gopeland: Tre-flaid Mi11 has closel now. There was transportation,
would be one of the reasons,

C.K,t When did people who worked in the mill start to get
automobil ea?

Copelandy I can't tell you about the old time as much as the
other people, because I didn't start in the mill until I was thirty-five
years old, I reckon, But a lot of these people that I know personally
started there at nine and ten years old., I have first cousins--I cannot
hardly believe it--that started in the mill at nine and ten years old,

Yo home or not, But when we lived out
in the country, which everybody knows is a hard 1life, we didn't think
We were better, but we knew we was having it better than people that
lived in the mill villages, Because we ﬁf’;l:g-mgl out of the school
and put to work., We workel in the farm, but we did it and went to
school, too., And as everybody knows, there m:nr a time that
we didn't have a balanced diet, because we raised our vegetables

had our milk and butter and meat, And so I'm glad that I wasn't
raised in a mill village, And I never had any idea, but when I moved
to Burlington, our intention when we moved here wasn't, btut when you
find out you can make more money, and money is what you need when you're
raising a family and wanting to send that family to school.

CeKss Bspecially during the Depression. What did you feel when

Interview number H-0017 in the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,

he Louis Rowwd Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hjll.
estriction: User must sign agreement to respect interviewee's

—reguestfor anonymity.



Copeland 10

you first entered the mill and moved ?
(opeland: It was hard for me to learn, It's tedious work

to me, tying all those knots, and I tied knots constantly. Anpd I
thought it was hard, but they thought it was nothing; they'd been
doing it all their lives, But I learned it. There never was a time
that I wasn't proud of my job, because I knew that instead of my children
having to stop school and go to work, that by me and their daddy both
working, they could go to schools And I was proud when I worked six
days a week, and I don't regret any days that I worked in the mill,
But now, since my hearing has gone bad, one of the things. « « « HNow
they have to wear earplugs in the weave rooms I workel in the weave
room very little. I had a hearing ald and I didn"t hear any better,
and I didn't keep it; I had it on trial. And the hearing speclalist
sald noise and quinine, which I did take when we had malarial fever,

and terramycin, a drug that I took one time when I had a bad infection,
[laughter] those three things both have a tendency to affect your hearing,
Now they're learning all this, and they have to wear earplugs in the
weave room, But I never did work in the weave room but about nine

days., I didn't ever like the weave room on account of the excess noise,
It was terrible. But the Preparation Deparitment is not quiet.

I talk louwder than I like, I get mad at myself, And I said I worked
in the mill from '37 to '"O4, except just that ten months out and

other times when I'd get mm ﬂlnm. And I never did like
the noime, and you had to talk loud to make people you was working

with hear you,.

C.K.: I imagine it was especially strange when you first entered
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Copeland 11
the mill and it was =so lowud.
Copeland s Oh, you just felt like you couldn't stand it, You
gradually get used to 1t.
C.Ket I guess. VUere you aware at that time that the noise level
could possiltly affect your hearing?
(opelands No, In fact, I don't think anybody was consclous of 1it,
an average person, till maybe six or seven years ago. Anyway, that's
the first time I started hearing about it.
CeKst I know they do all have earplugs these days.
Copeland: That's been since I quit. I took my retirement in "6k,
C.K.1 Goming from the country and feeling proud of ocoming from
the country and so forth, you didn't feel superior to the people who
worked in the mille?
(bpeland: No, not after I was that age on. Just growing up.
CeKat They didn't feel any different to you because you were . . .
Cbpeland: There's some of them, of course, in any work you go at,
anywhere you go, there's some people that you wouldn't want as a bosom
friend or you wouldn't visit their house and so forth. But when you
were on the job, it didn't make any difference to you; they were
employees just like I was,
CKes S0 you stayed over there on South Park for how long?
Gbpelandi We moved out here in '42, Approximately seven years,
C.Ks1 Did you go into the town of Burlington very much?
(opelands Oh, yes.

CeKer To do what?
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Copeland 12

(opeland: I worked at two different stores up there. You won't
believe how much I worked while I was a working person., , I used to
work at the United Dollar Store on the corner of Webb, The Craftique
Furniture Company i in fact, that's the first
job I ever had in Burlington., After we moved here in October, Bister
weekend of '3 I went to work there . Some of the
relatives and the older children kept the baby, and I worked on weekends,
Ard 1 worked on weekends and holidays for a long time,

And then after I went to work in the mill, if we wasn't working
on Saturday I used to work up there., And one Christmas Mr., Smith was
Manager there, and he told me that I could work all the hours I wanted
to. I'd go to work at nine o'clock-- I was working on the second shift
at th€ flald Mi11--and work from nine till iwo and come home (and what
you worked in the store wasn't really what you worked in the mill) and
re-dress ard go io work at three,

CaKen Till eleven,

Copeland: Yes, we worked till eleven,

CsK.1 Who took care of your kids during the time that you worked
in the mill?

(bpeland) When I actually went to work in the mill regular, my
oldeat child was thirteen years old. And the next one was ten., And
my husband worked on one shift, and I worked on the other, And we never
had hired a maid .

CeKet So you were able to cover for the kids,

(opelands With the children up that age, the oldest one thirteen

and the next one ten , DBut I'm
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Copeland 13
proud of it now, 1I've got a nice family,

CeKet Why did you want your kids never %o go intoc the mill?

Copeland ¢ I wanted something better for them, Eich generation
Wants. « « « 1 Wonder now what the next generation will wanti for their
children, more than you-all have hai. My grandchildren are having too
much too young. Somedsy we're golng to go back a little bit to the
oldfashioned way of ralsing children, I expect, Now everybody gives a
child a car by the time they're sixteen., Our children bought their
first car, and they pald for it with the money they « My
oldest son is a graduate of Hon » &nd he's Postmaster of Durham,
My daughter Sarah finished high school and had one year in business
college, the whole secretarial course in one year, She's been with
Burlington Industries; her title now is Administrative Assistant,
And my secord daughter, Gerry, works for Kayser-Roth in the Accounting
Department, My third daughter, Gladys, is an R.N.j she workei 3-odealls/

?ﬁfhﬁ #% Watts Hospital in Durham. She met her husband there,

and her husband is a C.F.As They live in Atlanta, and of course she
don't work. My next son, James, had as much as eighteen months at Hon,
He didn't finish. He works for Western Electric; he's been with them
since '55. And he worked over here at this plant till Christmas, and
now he's driving back and forth .

C,Ks1 When they moved ., . .

(opeland 1 But he's too young to retire, and got too much time in
to lose. And my youngest btoy, Winston, went to college at Eon for
about two years at night. But he went to work at Vestern over here

when he first got out of high school and went to night classes at Fon,
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(opeland 14
He stayed with Western from "53. « « « My son Winston passed away
eight years ago with a heart attack. He was thirty-four years old.
And then my youngest son, the one that's thirty-five, went to State.
He was in his junior year at State, and he wasn't doing anything. He
was having a ball and was partying all the time. And he had to go to
summer school two summers, He made all A's in math his freshman year,
but he jolned a fraternity party., FEut he's a graduate of
Georgia State in Atlanta, He never did want to go to school, but he
wanted to party amd go to school, too., And after his daddy died in ‘62,
we decided that he would drop out and go to work. And his  last two
years he went on his own. But he got his diploma from Georgia State,
and he's been working with Bell Laboratories ever since, the same job,
He'd worked at Bell; with what time he'd had at State, he went in at

Bell Latoratories as a draftsman, Ard he got his degree in math,

He's a math major, but his title at Bell Laboratories i=s Ehgineer now,

So I say my children's all done well. Because Mama was determined they

was going to have a chance [laughter |, and their Daddy was, too.

CeKet Did other families move up like that? Because that's
quite a success story of your particular family.

(opeland: I'm proud of them.

C,K.1 How about other families that you worked with in the mills?
Did many of the children stay in the mills?

Copeland: I won't say that they had the same ambitions 1 had.
My oldest son says I'm an elucation nut, and I guess I am, I didn't

have .
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Copeland 15
CeKst How far did you go to school?
(opelands I only went through the ninth grade. But I wanted to
go; don't think I didn't want to go. Finances
« He can't reglize that I that long.
I went to a country school far
« You had to board in a 1ittle towm to go
to the county high school. Now, any child can go to school;
transportation anywhere they want, And that's what makes
me so mai, It's the age of opportunity.
C,K.1 And 2 lot of people don't take advantage of those
opportunities,
Copelands I even enrolled at the Technical Institute., My
daughter says I was the only person she ever knew who was a dropout

before they ever started, [Laughter| I was determined to get that
high school .

C.K«t Did you get it?

Copelandt That's why she calls me a dropout, I have done a good
bit of travelling since I retired, And there was a tour that I was
going on to California in *66, And Mr, Taylor was Principal over
there, and I had enrolled, So the tour was going to leave the first
day of October, and I called him and I said, "If you was me, would
you start now and then be out?” The tour was going to be gone twenty-two
days. And he said, "Well, I'd just walt and start the next semester.”
[Whispers] And I didn't start « So my daughter
said, "Mama, you're the only dropout I ever knew before they started.”
[Laughter] But I should have,
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opeland 16

CiK.s What do you think distinguishel your family from other
familieg? Why do you think there was this particular drive or desire
to get ahead and improve?

(ppeland: I just can't tell you. All I can say, this son of
mine 1s fifty=-four. He hal a heart attack a
little over a year ago. He's had drive all his 1ife. I muess it's
Just a trait that's born in you. I don't know. He worked his last
two years in high school, workeld in the mill and went to high school.
And Frank finished in '39. But we just hal eleven grales in high school
then, And we couldn't send him to State, Here's exactly what we told
Franki) we didn't have the money to board. DBut we said, "Now if you
can work parttime, and go to Hon. . « .* Hedidn't want to go to Honj
he wanted to go to State. He was golng to major in chemistry then; he
was going to be a chemical engineer, But that boy went back to school.
He really had twelve years in high school, and he took three subjecta.
One of them was chemistry, and one of them was economics, And then in
the spring of '40, he decidel he wanted to go in service, He wasn't
but eighteen then, He started in September before he was six in November.
And I just couldn't see it, Oh, I just hated it so bad. But his daddy
finally signed for him, He lacked a little of being eighteen, and he
had to sign for him, And then, you know when I was glad
that boy went in service, was the day of Pearl Harbor, Because if he
hadn't gone in, he'd have been drafted and probably just sent wherever
they wanted him, without any speclal training. So they told him when
he went down to Raleigh to join, if he could pass the exam they had
a special opening in the Financial Department at Fort Bragg, He took
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Copeland 17
that exam, and there was some college boys taking the same exam, And
he passed, and he went to work in the Financial Department at Fort
Bragg, And he worked in finance and personnel the whole time he was
in service, He started one time to make a career of it, But he wasn't

overseas for sixteen months. When they opened Camp Butner . . .

BEGIN SIDE II TAPEI

Copeland: He stayed in the States. He didn't actually spend
but sixteen months, and he was wanting to get overseas time,
So after he come back from the service is when he went to Hon (bllege,
He wouldn't go to Elon when he graduated from high school; he wanted
to go to State. And he graduated from Hon.

C.K.1 Was he the only one of your sons who served during World
War II7

(opeland : He's the one that's in Durham as Postmaster now, He's
been Postmaster in Durham for eleven or twelve years. But he worked
at Copeland's while he was going to Ron College, and then after he
graduated at Hlon, too. He was a designer down there when he
went into the Post Office, But he showed his drive all of hia life;
he was trying to better himself,

GK,t When did that mill open down here at Hopevale?

Copeland: Oh, I can tell you exactly, It openad uwp in '42,
Why I know, because I connect things with the time that last baby
was born, and my husband was working over there, My husband went to

work over there .
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opeland 18

C.X,1 He was one of the original ., . .

Copelands My husband helped put up the machinery down there,
He was working at the Virginia mills at Swepsonville, and he knew he
was going down to (bpeland's as a foreman, That was understood with his
uncle and so0 forth , S he went down and helped put up the machinery,
and it opemed up in '42,

CsKst S0 he was a foreman?

(bpelandi Yes, he was a foreman down there,

CeKet And that's where he finished, as a foreman? Why did he leave
the plaid mill to go down to Swepsonville?

Copeland1 A better job opening come up down there. I guess he
left down there to go to running a tie-in machine, the best I remember,

CeKs1 Did the mill try and recruit people that they knew were
good workers?

bpelands That was under the same management. The Kinney mill
and that was under the same management, You was frozen on your Job
during World War II. One company couldn't hire the other's workers.
You remember reading or hearing about that?

C.K.1 Yes., You were working during World War II., Did you put
out war-related materials like parachutes or tents?

Copeland 1 Yes, we made parachute material at Copelamd's. We
hal government « You ecouldn't throw any of the
waste awayy it all had to be welghed, because .
We made a lot of parachute material, I was working at Copeland's
during the War years,

CeKet Did a lot of women get new jJobs during « « »
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(opeland 19
opeland: A lot of women. ILike I told you, he wanted me to go
down there and run that machinery at that warp mill., And I despised to
run it, I'd much rather do the other. Ard I never d4id run it, only
when 1 had to. Yes, women did things that they had never done before,

CeK.t Like munning warp machines?

Copelands Yes. Ard weaving. Weaving used to be considered a
man's job, Weaving and running the warp mills, because they still had
men on the sglashers the whole time I was there, And I didn't see any
women fixing, but now, with this women's 1ib and vwomen's rights, they're
learning to fix in the mill and doing all that. BEut that's been since
I've been away from it. I don't want any of that.

CuKe1 Why is that?

(bpelands Because it's too heavy, is one thing, 4nd I'd just
rather have a more feminine job.

GKe1 Did women keep those jobs afier the War?

Copeland: I said all the time during the War years, when those
boys come home, I was going to quit, I was going to give them jobs
back to the men, Dut I kept on, because I had children in school, and
I just kept on working till [I was] sixty-two. So I didn't quit like
I thought I was going to when our boys got back home. They come in
graduallye-they didn't 211l come back at one time--and the ones that
I personally knew, it seemed like they found jobs., If it had been,
asked me, "So-and-so needs a job, Will you give him yours," I would
have,

CsK.1 You would have, even though you were still

4rying 0 « « o
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Copeland 20

(bpelands Send my children to school, I would have, 4nd, of
course, children in a big family learn t0s o » »

C.K.1 What are the blggest changes that you've seen in Burlington
and in the textile industry?

(opeland s People are making more money in shorter hours, and a
lot of the textile business is moving out of Burlington. Why, I don't
know, HRight now I'm concerned about Burlington. Weatern is gone, My
daughter's going to be out of a job the first of August, they're
supposed to be moving., Then Kayser-Foth is moving thelr main office
to Greensboro, 1 don't know why. 1 think ouy Chamber of (bmmerce
really hasn't been on the job like they should have, to try to get
new industry in here., Because a lot of industry is moving from the
North to the South, ami we should be getting more of it, But I'm

not in the know-how enough to know why we are not.
Cel.s That's what everyone is telling me, that it's kind of
levelled off here.

opelands It's levelled off. And the Rhodes Furniture Company is moving
out,It's a chain of furniture stores that's been here ever since before I
moved to Burlington - And it's just getting bad right now, so I really
don't know why.

C.K.1 What other kinds of changes have takem place in the community
since you've been here, or in the textile business?

(opelandi Of course, we &ll know the generation gap. Young people
now want something better, and they say all my generation thought about
was material things, Yet if their parents and grandparents cut off the
material things, this young generation would know that it's got to have
material things to make the world go round. I don't know what they're
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Copeland 21
thinking about, but they want to be in a "position" instead of a job.
You've got to start at the bottom and work up. out of college,
you don't get in a job like you'll have five or ten years from now.

CeKes Why do you think that 1s?

Gopelands I think parents, really. Farents are more to blame than
the children, And I think our welfare program has been imposed on, I
think everybody that's too old and disabled to work should have help,
but I don't believe in supporting able-bodied people. 4nd they say,
“Oh, the govermment's giving 1t to me.,” They don't think deep enough
to know that the govermment don't give you anything; somebody's paying
for ite I don't believe in the welfare program as it is now.

CoKes I have to agree,

Copeland: And I don't believe that people ought to try to get
sonething for nothing; I just don't believe in that. I don't

want anybody t0 keep me up, But there's a lot of people
Jjust so y they don't care where it comes from or how
they get it .

C.K.1 How has 1ife changed in Burlington?

Gopelandi It's changed in Burlington just 1like it has
everywhere else, I've gone to the same church every since about '36,
over there in West Burlington, helping my mother. We haven't had
much integration in}.ha church, tut I know if they wanted to come in,
they could, and I can't say if you're a true Christian that you could
object to that, tut,  « « It's just changed, The churches has
changed; everything has changed, It's just a changing world.

C.K.1 How has the church changed?

Copeland ) [Laughtar] Well, things are done in the churches now
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(bpeland 22
that didn't use to be done as far as the social programs, We had this
Hucation Director that was a Miss Bills, and she trought in all of the
children anywhere around the neighborhood, and they played games and
had Bible stories and all, black and white and all of them, I just
can't hardly put my finger on it, but it is a change, It's probably
for the best, but it's Jjust a lot of change., And the casual dressing.
You wouldn't have ever thought of anybody. « « « Of course, they
haven't worn hats in years. 4And now if you want to go to church in
a pants suit, you go, You go as you are, That's not too bad for
that ; I'm not criticizing that, I'm not criticizing any of it;
it's just « I would like to know how my grandchildren twrn out,
if they'll make good citizens. That's what I consider a good person,
somebody that abides by the laws of the country and helps make the
laws and is interested in the betterment of the community. And just
be a good citizen.

CeK.1 How have people of your generation been good cltizens?
How did they participate in the affairs of the community back here
in Burlington? Did you participate in any « « »

Copeland: I've been a civil-minded person and I vote, but I've
never been too active because I had too much else to do at home,
But my oldest toy Frank and , they're active in I don't know
how many different civie projects and so forth., He's one of these

involved people. Put I've never had time to get involved
away from my family, And if T had 1t , My family
would come first, I didn't go much back then; I go 2 lot now, Because
when I waasn't at work, by the time my children were beginning to get
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Copeland 23

grown, I never was a parent that felt like I ought to be off when

my child.rm/ ;:Ing and having friends at home, I was always home,

In other words, I'm one of the old school, I reckon, [Laughter]
CeK.t There's a lot to be said for the old school. And I think

that that's important, that people who are younger realize. . . »
(bpeland s+ The standard of living--let me say this much about

change in Burlington--has really improved in Burlington since 1935,

Brerybody has from one to three or four cars, and everybody has

refrigerators, and most of them have air conditioning, 4nd I am

glad to see the standard of living ralsel for the working people,

and it is good., If a person wants to work and have a job, he can

have just about anything he wants, if he works regular and takes care

of his money and don't throw it away. The standard of living has
really improved.

CeKet I'm very interested in this idea of family, because I
think I agree with you that the family is very important,

(bpelands I'm glad to hear you say that, Are you married?

CoKet Mo, I'm not, But I still think that the family is very
important,

Copeland: When you do marry, you be good to your children and
you love them, but discipline them, When you just turn them loose,
you're not treating them right.

Bina didn't work there too long, btut she did work at the plaid
mill a short while.

C.K«1 Do you still keep up with other people who worked at the

plaid mill?

Interview number H-0017 in the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,

&he L ouis Round Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hijll.
estriction: User must sign agreement to resgect interviewee's

request for anonymity.



(opeland 24

Copelandt Not too much,

C.K.1 Do you know any?

Copelands There's a bunch of them, yes, that still goes to
B Memorial Gurch, Mr. Walter Williams was the Office Manager,
and he was Sunday School Superintendent there for twenty-five years,
Ard it was a saying that [laughter ] if you wanted a job at the plaid
wll, bemme to & W Ho Qurchs A 10t 62 toss people st
go thers,

C,K.1 What would the names be of some people that I might be
able to talk to?

Copeland: Sally Weaver, who lives on Pesle Street, She worked
there for years. Her husband was my foreman.

C.K.t Do you know Mrs. BEthel Elmcklﬁ'*

Gopeland: Yes, she's in Senior Citizens with me. She's a lovely

lady.

C.K.1 T talked with her.

Oopeland s We worked in the same department and knew each other
back then,

C.K.1 She is a lovely person., Who else would still be around?
Copelands Oh, I know a lot of them . Mary
and Lee Fobinson both leave on Peale Street right close to that
lirs., Sally Weaver. You should talk to Mr. Robinetta,
CK:1I've talked to him this afterncon.
Copelandt Mr, Fobinette is really an interesting man, And he's
been there forever. He's one of them that probably started there,

C.,K.t When he was nine,
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Copelands When he was young., And Sally Weaver probably did, and
Mary Fobinson, MHary Robinson is from Danville, Virginia, but she come
here from Dan River Mills when old man Jim Gbul ter--and all of them
referrel to him as old man Jim Coulter--he was at Dan River Mills before
he come to Burlington. He was one of them that firat was in with
Speancer Love when they organized Burlington Mills. Yes, I know a lot
of them was there back then.

CeKos Who elsme?

Copeland: You want any more? [Laughter| Betty and Lloyd Davidson.

C.K.t Whera do they live?

Copelands I know where they live, but I can't think what street
that is., Wildwood Lane, I think.

C.K.1 Is that out there, too?

Copeland: It"s not too far from there.

Rina t It's off of West Webb, isn't it, Alice?
Copelands Yes, And ®wma Glosson, She's on West Webb, She's

older than I am, Not Betty and Lloyd Davidson, because Betty just
retired last year., But Sally Weaver and the Fobinsons are all older
than I am, and Mrs. Glosson is older than I am,

C.Ksr And you think it would be okay to talk with &ll those
people, that they wouldn't mind.

Copeland: Hach one of them will give you somebody else, so you'll

get enough.

[md of interview]
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