Trench C 200
Location and purpose:

Trench C 200 is located on one of the lower terraces on the south side of the
Azoria hill. A large rock pile around a carob tree covered much of the area later
excavated as C 200. The rest of terrace was cleaned and scanned by Antonia Stamnos
using Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR). It was thought that this area might be included
in the habitation area of Azoria because of the presence of ancient terrace walls and a
single ancient cross-wall extending south from this terrace. Because of the rock pile it
was only possible to examine a 1m strip of the terrace in this area. The GPR produced
a number of readings that appeared to be walls or other linear structures depth
perpendicular to the terrace wall at about 0.50m. After the GPR survey, the rock pile was
removed and trench C 200 was located over several of the suggested underground
features. The terrace wall, designated C 202 formed the south wall of the trench. The
length of the south side of the trench behind stakes set just behind the wall was 8.25 m.
The length of the north side of the trench was 7.90 m. The east side was 3.31 m long
and the west side 2.50 m.

No previous archaeological work had been done on this terrace, but a trench in
the terrace above had been excavated at the beginning of the 2002 season by Walter
McCall. This trench revealed little but bedrock just below the surface. Excavation of C
200 began on 2 July 2002 and continued until 8 July 2002

Personnel:

Brian Ernst, Antonia Stamnos and Eileen Marion-Bellemare served as trench
assistants at various times during the excavation of C 200. The workmen were Nikolai
Spilirotis, Giannis Pappadakis, “young” Costis , and for one day Manolis
Maniadakis.

Datum Point:

There is no established datum point accessible from this trench. A point was
chosen on a boulder in the terrace wall to the east of the trench, and a secondary point
was selected on a low retaining wall immediately to the north of the trench. Fortuitously
these two points are at the same elevation, within the limits of accuracy possible using a
string and line level. All elevations for this trench were taken using a line level, and at
this date no elevation for the datum point has been established.

Excavation Procedure and Interpretation:

Excavation of C200 began with a pass clearing vegetation and the uppermost
soil surface on the terrace and extending onto the terrace wall. The soil on the top of the
wall itself was initially designated C 201.2, to distinguish the material from the terrace
itself. When the stones of the terrace wall could be isolated the wall was given its own
locus, C 202. In addition some of the vegetation below the terrace wall was cleared. In
doing so it became obvious that there were ancient sections of “Cyclopean” wall on the
east and west ends of the terrace wall (C202) included in the trench, but the middle
section, approximately 2.50 meters long, was a relatively recent construction. The
stones were much smaller and more regular in shape, consisting primarily of local
limestone of the “iron stone” variety. There were voids between the stones, and very
loose soil behind the wall in this area.



The stones in the more recent segment of the wall were removed as the
excavation of C 201 progressed and the soil was cleared toward the terrace rather than
into the trench to minimize the contamination of the terrace deposits with sherds from
the modern wall. Throughout the excavation of the trench sherds and other material
from the wall was collected separately from the consolidated fill of the terrace, and
material from the modern section of C 202 was collected in separate pails from the more
ancient sections. In addition to sherds and a small quantity of animal bone, two objects
were collected from C202. C 202.4, obj. 1 was a ceramic pyramidal loom weight and C
202.6, obj. 2 was a fragment of lead, apparently the rim of some type of container with a
folded rim.

A second pass through the loose brown topsoil of C 201.3 exposed many tree
roots and a large quantity of pottery. A third pass in C 201.4 removed the soil transition
from topsoil into the consolidated terrace fill. In addition to pottery, animal bone and a
single pyramidal loom weight were found in these pails. The dates for the sherds in the
topsoil pails range from Early Iron Age to Modern, and include Archaic, Hellenistic
Eastern Sigillata A, Late Roman and Venetian-Ottoman.

Beneath the topsoil the next level consisted of a more densely packed, but still
fairly soft soil that was a distinctly lighter brownish red than the darker brown topsoil. A
number of larger stones began to appear across the trench; this was the level at which
the GPR suggested there could be cross-walls perpendicular to the terrace wall. The
locus was changed to C 203.1 and an additional pass was begun across the entire
trench. Beginning with this locus all soils were screened in the %" dry screen and
standard 5 liter soil samples were collected for water sieving.

In C 203.1 a number of flat stones (plakas) were found in the center of the
trench forming a cluster about 0.70m in diameter. It appeared that these might be some
sort of feature, but at the end of the excavation of this locus it was obvious that they
were floating on the soil below. Locus C 203.4 represents the removal and cleaning of
the area around these stones. Interestingly, only Archaic sherds were found in the
immediate area around them. A stone tool in C 203.1 and a drilled shell bead in C 203.3
were also found next to these stones.

In the rest of the trench, large cobble-sized stones made up progressively more
of the matrix in this locus. The readings indicated by the GPR at this level appear to
have been linear accumulations of wall tumble or terrace packing, not built features. In
addition to the pottery a large quantity of material was collected from this locus, including
animal bone, sea shells, carbon, pumice and sea pebbles. A single piece of ancient
mud wall plaster was recovered from the 4" screen. Two unusual rocks, one a
conglomerate and one volcanic were also found in the deposits. The material is very
similar to that found in many of the Archaic house deposits of the site, but no evidence of
structures was found. Significantly more potsherds were found in this level than in the
topsoil. The sherds from this level showed the same range of dates as the topsoil (Early
Iron Age to Modern), with the addition of Protopalatial fragments as well.

During the excavation of locus C 203 a large area of smoothed bedrock was
revealed that takes up much of the northeastern 1/3 of the trench. The surface appears
to have been deliberately smoothed and leveled; on the east and north, near the edge of
the trench, there are areas of that have not been smoothed and have the normal angular
surfaces of the local bedrock. A smaller projection of what also appears to be bedrock
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has been uncovered in the western half of the trench as well. At the bottom of locus C
203 the surface clearly differentiated in the north and south halves. The north half of the
trench, extending approximately 1.5m from the north edge of the excavated area,
consists of bedrock outcroppings and pre-bedrock reddish gravelly soils. This slopes
downward toward the east slightly, so that the leveling fill extends further north in this
area. The south half of the trench consists of terrace fill. There are large rocks, up to 60
cm in diameter and loose brown-red soil. This fill was excavated as locus C 204.

C 204 the deeper terrace fill was excavated in two pails. C 204.1 is the area
behind the eastern section of ancient terrace wall extending to the edge of the large
boulders in the wall at about the midpoint of the trench. Excavation in this area continued
down to a narrow space between the large bedrock mass to the north and the tops of
the large boulders whose faces can be seen in the lowest course of the terrace wall on
the exterior (south) side. C 204.2 was collected separately because it includes the
material behind the modern section of the terrace wall and the less well defined western
boulder segment of the wall which does not appear to have an inner face. While less
pottery and bone were found in this locus, there was still a significant quantity. All of the
sherds in both pails date to the Archaic, with the addition of a single ledge rim sherd in C
204.2, indicating that the terrace wall was probably built as part of the Archaic
occupation of the Azoria hill.
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