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ABSTRACT
ERI C CONRAD STEI NHART: Creating Killers: The
and the Holocaust9#4®4SAout hern Ukr ai
(Under the direction of Christopher
Transnistria, a multiethnic regionaloegp ut her n Ukr ai neds Bl ack
Germany ceded to Romania, was an epicenter of the Holocaust in the conquered Soviet
Uni on. This dissertation expl oVWaksdeutsthe r ol e
minority in the Holocaust. Theregiors et hni ¢ &alledBick Sea Geriams, s o
were the largest Germanophone population to come under Nazi control in the conquered
Soviet Union. To secure local Germsgpeakers as the demographic foundation for the
future German domination of southeJkraine, the SSSchutzstaff¢ldeployed a special unit
to administer the areads ethnic Ger mans. Al
multiplicity hampered the SS0s efforts to id
Nazi cause. Germasfficials responded to this ethnic ambiguity by establishing a mercurial
occupation regime that undercut Romanian authority by rewarding cooperative local
residents with comparatively lavish material rewards and brutalizing allegedly recalcitrant
areademens . I n the midst of the SS6s Nazifica
deportation of Jews into rural Transnistria threatened to spread epidemic disease to the
regionds ethnic Ger mans. Local SS commander
militia forces, the only personnel at their disposal, to murder the Jewish deportees in one of

t he Hol ocaustds most intense episodes. Desp

their Jewish neighbors, local ethnic Germans responded to situational @sebstiNazi rule



created not least of which was the opportunity to clarify their ethnic status in SS eyes by
taking part in the Holocaustand murdered Jews with enthusiasm.

This dissertation analyzes the constellation of motivations that moved a group of
murderers to participate in some of the Hol o
example of German Kkillers, scholars have long rejected postwar apologist claims of coercion
and highlighted individual agency to explain why perpetrators paatieiin genocide. While
this insight remains key to understanding perpetrator behavior, my research demonstrates
that, within the context of war and a violent occupation, the Nazi regime could bring forceful
situational pressures to bear on prospectilterkithat provided it with powerful leverage to

encourage them to murder.
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INTRODUCTION

During the Second World War, German autho
two and a half million J&tWws |l argbheswathpbédsS
territory that Germany andBlidcsk a%dad ewa o crcaitp i
crucible of the Holocaust, but it was al so a
Guided by the belief that territorial expans
the only way to pacei deetdlked &agr sseuggutoerablhe Th
domi nance, tahtet eNtamrtie dr m@v eanesupposedl y racial/l
Slavs and to gain permanent control of the r
Ger man authoritiéswrggasdede Smuss en uimnmefreoruisor 0O
all egedly inferior psopupmrsetandar sa.s tThhee yS owed ree
gr otuhpat t he NazFestumeg6&eéeeman designs, howeve

Af ter wd nmdarngagei nst the Soviet Unihcen,r NMaaw

emp&Br breadbasket with Germans, whose militar
the countryside and cement | asting economic
worl d, | ocal Sl avs would remain as | aborers
agricultural machinery. Then, they too woul
For the Nazi regi me, the destmbiction afbSoad

I9nbobdersf o¥vi thiemSoivnet hi

'This figure reflects 4188
9HDY | dcchuk94 I .hi nVietl BhoavkU @A rvaddn,

t hat it annexed betweemhk
of Nebr az&kRp®2»P5 es s,
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pl anned genoci dal demographic“revolution in

Over the course ofNazhea8éeéebondt Wersl dh aWa rt,o

with a more modest pilot pAbgemam bhedexmogs s p
popul ation in the Reich or the resources to
Unidopnarti cul arly after the conflict expanded

Decembeirt hle9 Nla z i regi me sought tlowarek eil ro pt hae !
area to secure | astilmg |dleag rnmadn gincmrsto,v i tehhe tTehir
Reich decided t @& nearhsnh acl V@éhkes akme¢shtesricehaefny e r

Vol ksdeutsche) as the demodr aphlei ¢ elgains f drm e
popul ation of Soviet ethnic Germans to c¢come
swall ed Bl aclkc8war Ge mme,n d1e3d ,scth®e nVol ksdeut sc
Ukr @i nCed e s $ar ed’ilBers)we eri vtaHe odr rGer man forces |
the Ger man evacuation of all Vol ksdeutsche f
the focus of Nazi efforts to marshal Vol ksde
Soviet territoby.thal sbaugé | e switleidteasr ya vmaii sl sa
in the occupied Soviet Union, |l ocal Ger man a
Nazification program to mobilize area Vol ksd
unant isiitpimateidonal factors moved area Ger man
Vol ksdeutsche in the m&ssetshmaoct iGeg noafn sJ e wess,p

fielding some of the most heavily implicated

Gerrhal. Weiisbhemg, of Victory: The HoQambrifdde:ght \
Cambridge Un20383Bty Press,

German Police Decodes Nr 2 Traffic: 19. 2. 43, Mar
BNA] , HW 176, PRiSdcaeb b3e % 6,0 |ApNLi9I4 3 Bundesarchiv Berlin [H
59/,505



exprnes Nazi Vol ksdeutsche policy in southern
area ethnic Germans in the Holocaust.

Nazi pl anners were by no meaeskihg minst.i
as the demographic fowndeaetxipamsfiom Ger mare taegre
Worl d Waer m&mandrhda mk eafs t hem membeearks ngf Ger ma
mi nodr egatside dVo |l k sEHaeuttesrcrheEwrfepanaidapiahe Rus
potential &i dathad @erdharhye thvée | Eght. of the Fi
temporary German military hegemony in the oc
Empire permitted area German commanders to a
undergirding |°GCeea | mavoy ekfsedabtd tismbeeased the im
Gernmsagneaking minorities in East Central and
Ger man power in the region. Wi t h &t heea st cesrtnw a
periphery to Polaontl A#Hdnhtghle yds pSseeankheargs ,atfi ornme
domi nantome@bemanophone empires, became mino
formed states. Succoring ethnic German mino

supporting future tertrhd oRUuKadi & patnesp per, dkewtp

demographic claim to | aagd pdaratt onfandyh &eGenaman
hi storical borders. To this end, the Wei mar
and flexed its sckiculremathied rmus mlgaftsai c and ct

‘' ngebor g Fieei shxehuhtasucehren i m Zarenredirawalssi Bwdie Jahrh

KulturgemsSitmnscigaf t : -Oewuttaslcth,ea3Ve8 6 Jags
°| b i58:38.5

®John Hidden, AThe Weimar Republ Jouamdlttod Probl el
Contempor alryy 8Hd S 207r38.9



State seppbor¢t German minorities continuec
in 1933. As in the Weimar Republic, the new
communities asia dpmogwhpbhc&basevetsei Ger na
the First World War. I n contrast to efforts
regi me centralized et hni c V®drkmsare ua fsfcahier sMiund
(Et hni cLiGeirsmam Of f Naei) opagrayg Mih,ata | paetr o6tunct
t hGeer man state. This move not only coordina
wor king on behalf of Vol ksdeutsche duwriang th
uni fied National Socialist messag®93@s Ger man
Heinri chd HB3I' MU €& gRsrtoatfefcetli omo Pyluatde e nt) he Vo Mi ,
effectiaglepwyygmn h®8Seve of t’'hAed 09 e odoHniatp IpeDir n td meMa r
of Hi mReechakommi ssar f¢r die( ResthgGogmide s &
for the Strengthening of Germandom) in Octob
squarely @i tdoiffaitnhe SS

During the | ate tl®80Bhiammdl Rairdly udedd set hn
minorities fadih ad ckfrasedaghopodl icy. Il n 1938, H
accusations of assaults against ethnic Ger ma
ul ti mately occagpoghongl awhekirae.st Tobhe Cf ol | owi ng

mi streatment of ethnic Germans i ni ®PwadaGinmg con

'Val dis OHi mmimam&s Auxiliaries: The Vol ksdeutsche
Mi norities df94{Bubhraoppeel, HLI933: Universitgdbs®d&f North Car ol

80n the Reichskommissar f¢r die FestRIRMDYY: deut schi
German Resettl ement ahdd4d F.opAlkegdReair Plod Catymi d9i3@&n f or
StrengtheningCambGédmgand MnA: HarvamMar Unisveresi tgerPr ess,
National sozialistische AVol kst19hSar veint deundli dicheir el
zur Si e d(l Beerralaisrk:e &Fr2 0 ke ,



that country. While the presence of Vol ksde
facilit@atedmélipol ecy aims, ethnic German poplL
Eur ppesantdeg!| omatic stumbling block, -partict
Ri bbentrop Pact had desBgrseheas mdrti ndfl uteme
ordereé@érHiamol t he VoMi to relocate Vol ksdeuts
Bessarabia, and nor-obeupi 8dkbBoli anadt o TGlke man
t he Thi&r di nReeidcihat e foreign policy aims, East
cont nwihbaut ¢ he Nazis regarded as valuable biol

domination of°

Eastern Europe.

With the German invasion of the Soviet Un
reversediivies olditcy of r el ocaiteitn gs plod rkes defut s
influence. Now at war with the Soviet Uni on
victory over the Red Army, &t hem¥o Mii ntgo &b | &b d
whom Soviet authorities haeomdatr oddremi ttteed itto
the invasion. Sbnoet konidgpegataBh &b mmand RJ[ us:
special VoMi wunit to succor and mobilize eth
demographic sé&edautaff atfceommeagiiRrernmov@dndr ol t h
chain of command at its genesis and subordin
Sonderkommando R f@anbacknepdcéast HVonimk €deut sch
occupied Soviet eUnioonmn.perlattse eorndcearpst bwletrBe v Ge t

Union and, perhaps more importantly, in terr

had granseBomanian allies. To secure Romani

Lumakismml er 6 s,1M%.i91 i ari es



Soviet Uniminsedihilercumterpart, |l on Antones

bet ween the Dniester and 8sgaRiledr Sriamsaostin

While this territory proved an irresistible
al ongsiedanatnlse Gt al so placed the | argest poj
Soviet Union under the control of a foreign

Hi mml er feared that the Black Sea Germans wo
di re@ctSonder kommando R to deploy to the regic¢

| n Ronmoacnciuapni ed Transnistria, the -658r mad u
Germani zation of congquetrhésdr @oacuciuepti etde iSwinvtioerty .
wher e Hs nmemd bear dinntaetde sp ocwoenrffruol Ger man organi zeé
military and Civil Admiofsenatdidnpowhoeepeenp
in Transnistria Sonderkommand& MRomaditamn @dnt

Owing 4 eveimeangrseeoet ween the SS and their RO

ceded responsibility for ethnic German aff ai
willingness of area SS officers to run rough
the SSudamwnedue autonomy in Traddeami @@t id. )

Europe di ds udhe WSrEfrertatdesrmned o0 mobispea&erscak Ge
vanguard of future German set &l meéksdeuEsame
projectstni @aramneni des an exceptional window

Gernmacncupi ed Soviet Union.

Spread thinlyoacupisead Roomamheamn Uk®& ai ne, S
personnel wundertook the daunsipeagktel slkkiwoif t end |
hi stontemnbhctions with Germany into a Nazi de



territory. I n anticipation of the agricultu
the basis for Nazi rul e ian dtohma nEBaxdt ,e ctomeo M3 &
for | ocal Vol ksdeutsche communitiedss by secur
agricultural resources and providing them wi
cement their adher enawe et,o Stoma eM&toimomaarld oS dRc iua
i mpressive propaganda eniitéehrep rhiesae tdelf aatn de mp hhads
Trans@®i ¥orksadeut sche yout h.

Wit hout establ i siGiemgnathime stshe ndeagi @es, ofiowe
heady desoirgmsauweirte f Creating what the Nazi
bastions of Germandom in the conqué&red Sovi e
personnel to identify whVoclhk slgoecnaelitnhsecshiNbdfetn t s a
communi tcy.mp olhheind® omi ¢shieorSSin Transnistria pr
probl emati c. Despite extensive institutiona
Germans across Eastern Europe prior to 1941,
defomitor a category as ambiguous as ethnic
this handi casppeakAisng@ pGepudaanti on with circums
Germany and few opportunities to demgritdraat e
prior @ tmmkeerwar t hat t he Vo Mi had empl oyed e
iGer maaonerses Bl ack Sea Ger @arsa pheafziaegd evenmitche
categorization measubienst.er wahre hBil satcokr yS emnaa dGee rtn
particularly probl emati ciJudBEdles Mewli &« flreaad ed t
corroded the racial pur i-he lammadalpodtihnical Garem

Sonder k ormmapnedros oR1 n e | rul i ng a spospiunhualtti aonne ot uhsal



particularly suspicious and difficult to cl a
ambi guous status by maniubaumndgritde t@omotripdio
advantage and often to sececures tthatpr Vol dctdiean
standing granted to their Ukrainian and some
Sonder kommapnedros omnnel di scovered that their e

had failed, they | auncrhea rae svii dbd reths whaanpea i rga

backgrounds, political orientations, or beha
Nazi racial community in the conquered Sovi e

I n the midsefbdbrtbeet 8Smobilize thesBl ack
for Nazi rule in occupied Soviet territory,
commanders to enlist Vol ksdeutsche assistanc
During fal/l 1941, the Antonesscu hraggiime hdaedp oare

during the course of Operation Barbarossa to
along thé& Bug hRi voearn k . Cogni zant that the a
Romani an authoritiesshohsedt¢éhedrtdempi sbhi giat
epidemic that could spread to | ocal Vol ksdeu
acceded to Romanian requests to assist in mu
mi-0ecembe Wi 1 odtithter pehesomergilon,n tthe SS depl o)
Ger man \Vwillkistdeau t(s c h eudSieofrénsatt s comwst 2z hat Ger man
conceived to defendodagacast yRomanmassbahdotr
which tens of thodsandsaldfy, ) Swndee kiosnnmad.do |
into mass murder as a temporary detour from

Vol ksdeut sche. Romani an aut horities, howeve



Sonderkommando R and iteuétdhhieadGenmah umibl iet
sol ving tihrea bd Véhrewi ©ic cupat i on -oaxfcfuipdieadl sUkirm i Qe

refused to permit their Romanian counterpar:t

Gerncaonnt r ol | ed t er roivtearnyne ntth e eRtdeehavinesda nt pog i sseonnd
to villages at t he & e\oltk sodf e uStosncdheer kpoonpmual nadtoi oF
northeastern Transnistria. Cie o fnt @ mé aenddt wioth h

epidemic diseasRBR,fiSehdedkiomsmae@adloni ¢ Ger man n
mass shooting operations that | asted until s
thereaaaxci ng scaemcded Dhmapaitt pnsr t i ci pati on in
Expl ori nlgvetnheenti nofo So@dexr kommanda Rhe mass m
permits this study to recover an understudie
motivations of the most significant group of
Soviet Union.
Hi storiography

This dissertation makes two primary contr
War and the Holocaust. First, it shedisnliagh
the occupi ed h®o vieatmalhnicom.gegue Ini ofn thlas Peen
of considerable historical research since th
this early wave of schol arship. I n preparat
Soviet Union, daunrdi nega rtlhye 119a5t0es 1t9n4e0 sAmer i c an
the behavior of Soviet residents under forei

the PYbpicthe early 1950s, Alexander Dallin, t

YAl exandeReaxaliloinns, to the Ger mapM®OxwealplatAiom Bdr So v



RAND coamporeagart on the Romanian occupation

r e

pu

be

ocC

Po

b a

So

mains the -sangdage W®WogKissmgt lta pttapied. Ger me
blished Soviet sources, and interviews wit
hafl fHarvard University, i n 193 heDeaGlelrimmanpub
cupation of GehmaBoRuke {I®U4BosA &t uld94df Oc
|¥%Three years | ats@he Goewuasled BRavil tslitidompgl&a md

d underscoredd&haw otnhd iTshi rad | Remiadled a | oc al
oppose 'SReiitlti p@evierands pvairrtti ucaull layr 1 eyn cDyad Il a |
erviews set the standardefarmo arfcihelval ofr elsit
stern Europe and the Soviet Union, empl oye
rces™in 1945,

Beginning in the early 1990s, research on
derwent two paradtgwmashafectbivalThe -Foll owin

cked communist regimes in Eastern Europe d

<

i et Union in 1991, scholars gained access

cupation ofh dbhei B8gvibe Becond Worl d War.

AL :

edi tion,

Air University, Humaln bBRRe sour ces Research I nstitut

YAl exandeOde®aslalld 4494 1A Case Study of Sowinedt Territ
aki: Center for Romanian Studies, 1998) .

(1
VI adi mir Solonari is currently preparimgsdrim@anogr aph

Al exandeGerDmalnl iRul e in the OdOuWpmi:ed Sdwidgt ollniOxrT,

Pol i(cLioensdon: M@aEmill an,

Ger al d Rrehiet IHonugseer ,Bui |t on Sand: The Cd®#licts of

(London: dWaind e WNii o0 s on,

records

“For an example of research on the German occupat
Ti moTheg MPaltirtiicks Maufl |lilglamsi on and Empire:

see
Soviet UfhDd®B\ewlrX42 PlrigBeBger ,

10



only wartime Ger man documents that the Red A
al so records related to often extensive post
coumkt wmys n borderl ands. These newly accessi
researcsthedy ttlhopsepeousdyianf at hwanarbd et Meeseai |
records historians raised and answered new (@
Hol ocmautshte iSovi et Uni on. Early schol arship
Soviet Union employed recordBhe iestesreviifa gEi ns a
reports did |ittle to flesh out the maoslse of
murder of Jews. Access to | ocal Ge®mamndreco
and postwat h@ersmd moain e sSo Wiad thiemrreweasedasohsl
awareness of -Gxerrnmaann paanrdt inconp a't Fwomt hear mdvree Hon ¢
attention to Nazi demographic and economic p
has placed the history of t he *Hohlaonckaduests@® i n t
devel opimemnadsi ans apipnr otahteh iabmag t he wWar man occu
have biegueagarae esystematically the mass murde

Sl awmst o theifr narratives

®See, for exampl e, TYiet £liaml aArzagd uptpeal Repowdd,s: Sel
Di spatches of the Nazi Death Sgudadcsa@ar@Gdeawai¥Mgnkagai nst
Hol ocaust989 brary,

Philip oFsrieeadmhayn wor k on Ukrainian participation i
Philip FriedmawishURelaatniams duii V@ Aheubbzbf Odewpahi
Sci elnZd® 5B3529.6

"see, for example,HeGWMpzrdAhkeandeSBu¥annechtung: Au
deutschen Pl2ane fg¢r ei(Mambaug: e Hrodd didPalh as n@r Craummpee ,

BMilitary historians of the Second World War in t
to thesHolionca he region. See, WdrorofexAmmmpil kei, | a&teiodrfr e§o 1
Genocide on the (Easthaeamn MDontRowadndahae & Littlefield,
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I n keeping with these twin developments,
a riclhl, sioomeswihiat geographi caddcouppipeod ttyertrrietadr
the SovefrBm dmntWEdguiestely researched mon:
such as Bernhard Chiari, Christian Gerl ach,
contours of the German occupation of Bel arus

under Ger man r usl egf ftohret sT hatr de cRoenocnhi ¢ expl oi t

Ger man pr®Siamgialnadral.y, excel | emdc sgihme abkrhdip o
hi storians such as Omer Bar{fawu,l Kam«kla, BOn leh @
Al exander Prusin, and Thomas Sandkg¢hl er has

ever ydayt hoecfceu puantdieorn a A'dl hteh & eH anla o reo wosftu .pt aetr r it

that is today | ocated in the Russian Federat

YSee the recent translUakinomwna Bd arcd&plBéwdskic@®itn omn o fl
Al t masnThe dUnknown Bl ack Book: -Ocltes pH@ldo Sowdteti mMferhmé t@Ge
(Bl oomington, | N: RO®Bana University Press,

®Ber har dAlQhtiaagr ihi nter der Front: Besat zwsnsgl,arkb!l | at
19494D¢sseldorf: Droste VeKabhigul 1&098¢ ; MChdé st bDiae &Geu
und Vernichtungspoliti K HambWeigCr iH@Imbrud gled4 EEdhits olng 4 4 ¢
Propaganda unds3éandmRidd 1\Wdies sdrewmt sche figeistigedo Krie
Zivilbev©®l|l ker unPgaduend ofran2t0ifsahrfenni n g h,

ZlOmer Bartov is preparing a monographical study o
ing, and aftarptdali Hohacrcwrusessay Fom t he topic see C
Hol ocaust as Seen Through PostlWward nToeLsetsisnoonnsi easn:d B U
cies XI11: From,e@eomreirsatli.onB erolg eGeNoe(rtahtaeosnt emn Uni v
2@08) Kal &Ha rBeea skth odff ,Despai r: Life and Death ir
ge, MA : Har var d UniAv &ri igtrya pfhrye o, N0 (P4 )a;c eK a tFe
n to(Sambet dglear MAanHar var d-Plnilv edrisniktay iFBBr es s
y working on a study of the Ukrainian | nsur ge
Rauls eli milodan AThe Ukraini &Hollorcsawrsge mt (Aprrmeys e(nU R
n Association for the Advancement ofDi&®Iltevwi c St
ational sozialistische JudelrverOfrglagurrsa@tiimnOsitngla IDiuz
atVMd cshemv e Muedc tdans Ol denbourg, 1996); Al exander V.
Si po/ SD and its Role in theHNadpncalstr@amdSten®mi idnr
, nho. BOTHeO®AY ) S afrEdnkd¢l Bl sdurm,gGal i zi en: der Judenmord i
ttungsinitiatived 9@ nBer tDh ®litdz 9B eli®t®z6lRaly 9 B andon an
Lower Thedshoah in Ukraine: Hi q tBd royo,mi Thegsttoinmo niyl y M enndoai rai
Pr ex®] 8

[oXN o)}
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academic research. Owing to the continuing
relateddmanyhef wahi ch r e mati oir icé ©sefd time tdher nm
securityRapparaat schol ars have produced the I
the ¥Despite the fact that much detailed wor
attempted to provi dedrseysnst htehtei cGeor vnearnv ioecvwesu ptaht a
Uni on, either as ®lnoen geweo sdoireey n naeheoweégi 6octL
Hol oc®aWistthin the past decade, scholarship on
Hol ocaust in the Sdoviinetto U inoant uhraes, dyeevte | doypnea m

This study dialogues nmospatchlmlsaziyngvin és Ve
German occupation ané& Etmpe riacladd audtociurs edk roai
UKkr @i nZehyt omyr regi on, Lowmerademw mlicsrteasathoave |iar
the Naz® expdmsei oni st and genoci dal aims in
German occupatifiool eén®&kr @i in®e asLawer® probes
multifaceted effortfsourdatlLiedresa $ireaheemdeexmongi r naepsh
both the mass @murdeevwrs dfy tGlee maegifom ces and t |

and German efforts to create Hegewald, a Vol

ZA handful of Russian schol ars Fheadveer ale cSd cvierdi tayc cSee
the Russian Federation. Na$esé stfskkrmi axakhklup,atBiNa Kokal
19494 Moscowi tkmamga, 2004) .

BTimothy Snyderds research has attempted to conte
history of interethnic violence. Timothy Snyd&he Reconstruction of Nations: Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania,
Belarus, 15691999(New Haven CT: Yale University Press, 2003); Timothy Snyd#&qodlands: Europe
Between Hitler and Stalih New Yor k: Basic Books, 2010). Yitzhak Ar
provide an overview of the Holocaust in the Soviet Union. Afae, Holocaust ithe Soviet Union

“Wendy INaweér Bmdgilrdd ng and the(Ebapelauldit! in Ukiraéns
North Car»20pPbha Press,

®David Furber and Wendy Lower- OctQ@liendi ®loil amdamd dG

Ukr ai ieenpd rienG&€md oinge: Conquest, Occupation, ,aerd Subal
Dirk Moses, (New Y00rDkB:7-2B.&r ghahn Books,
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pl ans for theesegiooawvi nciogéry ah@gia wher eas Ge
cooperated to murder Jews, the multiplicity
authorities hamstrung Nazi attempts to under
Despite the f &ctl atrig@&e reehmmncopshkt aiaon was
for Nazi Vol ksdeutsche projects and a pri mar
Uni on, historians have ormsl yacttoiuvcihteide so ni nS otnhdee
Hi storians foc@®@sedicamadmdantsme sHoliacaust ther
concentrated on Romanian authorities ®and to
Most specialized scholarship on the area has
Sonder kommaviddeds sk che project and its i1involve
southern Ukraine because thes twprntci mpplias tear
|l nsofar as scholars have probed the institut
and of Wkoruasihneen Ink sdeut sche commu@&@i waesi m&onde
activities r &mditnhowngde rfsrteuqduieendt.l y of hi gh qu.
dates from the 1970s and early 1980s, when Kk

remaiacdes ni bl e to schol ar s. With the excep

research on Sonderkommando R by @&ndarceji vVAngreis

®Radu ITohaeniHdbo,l ocaust in Romania: The Destruction c
Regi me44{4Ch48aqam: R. Dee, T0803ni $-2nhaPAm@éd8Rdmani an Mas:
Murder Cdmpsges Gol d, 3 vol . ;Go(r®eel DAvaisvp:o rTah eR eGoel adrscthe
2003); Dennis Deletant, fAThe Ghdtwh#oExpamuisenaadi GeBGol
StudiBegsno. -26;( 2D®mMNi,s 1Del etant, ATransnistria and the
Probl emheé o6Shamah in Ukraine: Hi setddRrayy, BTreasntdi oo nayn d M&enmodry
Lower, (Bl oodniamga olini W2d0rPsBibiby8.9Pr e s s,

“'Mei r BucWoslwesideedgschkr anne am Vorabend unad Beginr
ein Fall doppellRustrh LAocyhaeime*:t(?Fehr i ftenrei he des | nsti
Geschicatsij tAUM ivV elllny8&b)o;r g Hlaesi sDerhintatuee rRei ch und di e De
SowjetupabBbuattgart-AnBeatl s ¢chdBBBl &@ad D maldemad s s i es
monograph waks9badssesdronathion.
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Transnistria and its involvem&mBy iexamheaikHgl o
Sonder k ommamidsos iR n -oicnc uRpoi neadn itaenr r i t ory, this s
explored dimension to the German occupation

Second, drawing on recent research on Vol
di ssersaeke to advance research on Holocaust
Second World War, scholars have grappled wit
Germankill ers. Originally the bailiwick of
schdligor has devel oped progressively more nuat
Whereas in the | ate 1940s researchers grappl
Reidsc hmurderers weoe atiheasi| gsydbiyahédgi d®I1610p
and 1970s scholars developed more nuanced ex

dynamics, such as the pressu®wi tthi o btelye ama shto

BAndrej] Beagrziumlgspol itik und Massenmord: Di e Einsa
Sowj etunliofhHd@dr g: Hambur ge29 BErddantk o@®° r 12i000M,) , A 20514k st u
und Antisemitismus in der Wochenzled 44uthogl ddcDaeu s tD eaurt sdcehre
Peripherie: Judenpolitik und Judlehidmcan| i ga RogmBanzna od
Brigitte Mihok, (Berl440. Metropol Ver | ag, 2009) , 95

Pl nitial examinations of Ger man Iipelrpegita alt ogxa rmhiemga
of the defendants at the I nternational Mil iz22ary Tri bt
Cells in Nuremberg: A PsycHhiNetw iYOtr KEx &Gmiereend etrlye N&2Zi7 )
Nur ember(gdwliYarry : Farrar, StTrhaeu sP s ylcOMorl)o g yG.oM. Ddicltbaetrotr
Examination of the (LNeeawd eYroy kaf RMarzail dGerrmeasmsy Co., 1950)
Adorno,Thet Audlh.o,y i t arNieawnn YR e rkisophidalr iptey

%0 During the 1960s, social scientific research, led by Raul Hilberg and Hannah Arendt, suggested that
broader social structures, rather than individual clinical abnormality, motivated Holocaust perpetrators. Raul
Hilberg, The Destruction of the Eapean Jews3rd edition, 3 vols., (New Haven: CT: Yale University Press,
2003); Hannah ArendEichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of @@w York: Viking University
Press, 1963). This pioneering research prompted experimental social pgigtdb probe the issue. Stanley
Milgram and Philip Zimbardo led early research in this avenue. Stanley Mil@haedience to Authority: An
Experimental ViewNew York: Harper & Row, 1974); Craig Haney, Curtis Banks, and Philip Zimbardo.

Al nt erlpebysncanma ¢ s 1 n anteBationallJauna af Criminalogyoand. Pénolody(1973):

69-97; Zimbardo has recently published a béakgth treatment of his nefamous Stanford Prison

experiment. Philip Zimbarddhe Lucifer Effect: Understandirtdow Good People Turn EiNew York:

Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2008). Social scientists have now synthesized much of this earlier research.
See Fred E. KatOrdinary People and Extraordinary Evil: A Report on the Beguilings of @lidany, NY:
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generation, much of the signrfatoast haser been
on historical res¥malcfecrnmn SSi daii ft ish emiNlaizti a e,
charged with i mplementing geno&i de.mi nFad | Isa wi
of Reserve Or derd PionwvocleveBnadtotitaoldiaurgth, 0O hi s b o«
has devel oped a variegated constellation of
factors that moved perpé€trators to carry out

Despite the noteworthy coynt riitb utaiso nfso cafs et

Stae University of New York Press, 1993); Leonard S. Newman and Ralph Erbet)edsrstanding
Genocide: The Social Psychology of the HolocgOstford: Oxford University Press, 2002); James Waller,
Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide andsviilling (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2002).

’0Omer BBlhd ogster #5Fr ddetr mah9 &4t oops and t(NewBarbar
Yor k: St. Martinbés Rirtelserbd64986My: OferdBars ovNazi s, an
(©ford: Oxford Univer si tKyanPerreasdss,c hla9fot 1) ;d i Teh oShoal sd akt ¢ehnn ed,
national sozialistischen(&titgergenndVamdenRWoedlah& hRuprk
Beorn, fANegotiating Murder: rAAu®PtaineaerofSighal J€wmpahyPe
Hol ocaust and 2@e A@&i2ddP 98B L.di es

20n the Gestapo The BebeéempoGahlkdaGelyan Society: E
193AP4Dxfor d: Cl arendon sPakeaszsi, Ter9r0)r;: Elrhiec Gle.s tJaophon, J e
Ger mgaNew Yor k: Basic Books, QMWMiI0Ogt op Oer GriRde r&rraywe mN ebg:,| i
Reserve Police Battalion 102nan(aNcinwt évofikn alHdPPISU)tPiea re ni
Dani el J.HiGwolldrmh@geWi, |l | ing ExecutionergNewr o mlr yAlGferr ar
A. Knopf, 1996) ;HiBdwarrods WecltieoemaBigt t al i o n(sL:a wHE rnefnccrec,i n g
KS: University BPresdlaofol lamebager2d0aws many of his e
Batt alhHamoldd TWelezzer Wi e aus ganz normal édfrbekd ahén Mas
Fi scher Verl ag, 2005) .

% 0On the Einsatzgruppen see Andrej AngriBksatzungspolitik und &ssenmorpHelmut Krausnik,
Hitlers Einsatzgruppen: die Truppe des Weltanschauungskrieges1Bi2gStuttgart: Deutscher Verlags
Anstalt, 1985); Ralf Ogorreckdi e Ei nsat zgruppen und (BerdineMefiopa, 4996);i s der
HansHeinrich Wilhelm, Die Einsatzgruppe\ der Sicherheitspolizei und des SD 194 Eankfurt: P. Lang,
1996). On the Reichssicherheitshauptamt (Reich Security Main Officeyaaeov LozowickHi t | er 6 s
Bureaucrats: The Nazi Security Police and the Banality of Exdrs. Haim Watzman, (London: Continuum,
2002); Hans SafriaDie EichmanaManner(Vienna: Europaverlag, 1993); Michael Wil@eneration des
Unbedingten: das Fuhrungskorps des Reichssicherheitshauptétatedurg: Hamburger Edition, 2002Pn
concentration @mp guards see Tom Seg&ealdiers of Evil: The Commandants of the Nazi Concentration
Camps(New York: McGrawHill, 1987); Karin Orth,Die KonzentrationslageBS: sozialstrukturelle Analysen
und biographische Studig(Gottingen: Wallstein, 2000).

¥Chroipshter R. Browning, #fAldeol ogydolOulatuusrte ,P eSipteutartai

and the Group DynamSewaltMass sKhhfingBéiitn2ge zur hi
jurischen , AeXlafrrbeed tGQontgt wahdt Ediet i2a0h).G66 Beir ¢ h ,
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exclusively on Ger man perpetrators. The exp
Europe and the Soviet Union, howeGeermanhsas un
provided cruci al ma & p cwemp ad @a i n@Ehte) BThe tr alr KRa i
only dGed nmaonn perpetrators perform different

killing process, but, as I s becoming increas
the model s that ®xipdlaamstiheavdenfatvemed otf o Ger r
poorly calibrated to undeGesrtnmaannd ctohuen tpearrptairctisp
angemitism, for example, functioned very dif
recent reséadarc@ahmsdanitnhe&alda ern Europe and the
perpetrator groups, it has yet to revise exp
|l nsofar as scholars have ventured into this
Sovi etds Uniisotnor i cal I-Sye nniitgihs mh eavned roofb baenrtyi as i n

factors for local pArnscéepdtiomi $nbtaechoddc

®Chri st oph Kbiogekmarnm,n und Verbrechen: Formen der
Eur opal 994953Wo | . 19, Beitr2age zur Geschichte des Nation
Focusing ointyhef comel pcedominantly Slavic | ocal pol i c
Bernhard Chiari, Martin Dean, and Diet-6er manhl have e
Hol ocaust perpetra€CbrAtinaghbi SWanteidreCidDidfaabor ati on i n
Hol ocaust: Crimes of the Locad{Mcelw cYyomrikn Bdl orMag gii a 0
2000); Dieter Pohl, AUkrainiscbhbeeHiTRPtekrdtetrteShenm: Mb ¢
Nati awnallssst en oder g,@mbze rrharmalPaubeut(sGPhtaed ngen: Wal |l s
24Li kewi se, Wendy Lower s work on the Ukrainian provi

occupation officials, ackpnGewlmadge spltahyee di nmpno rbtra mtg irnogl e
in the Sovi eNaZiniB®Bmgilrdd7oSger ,OnK oRuadNseitvas,i st es&kai a okkupat
kol l aboratsionizm v Rossi i

®'n examining Eastern EuropeankKalcheaustwopenrméti ma

explanations for the involvement of Eastern Europeans
regionébés i-8dmgenemswanstia crucial engine for driving t
Ber k Maf fioegfs tDe s Aani 1 MWe&ii mgr ,Sense of War: The Second Wor
Bol shevi k( Rreivhd aittoro,n NJ: Princeton University Press,
Hol ocaust in Jedwabne, PodwnidmpdrinaGB8emst poomadls tlei |
decisions of Poles to murdeNeithlkebor Sewikkéd Desghbotikon
Community i n J(eRdrwianbcneet,o nP,olNJn:d Pri nceton Univyvesschy Pr
as Chiari, Dean, Diekmann, and |l oanid argue, Eastern
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on reconstructing the hisdes yofofg emroecviibeu.s | yT
especially true of the growing, but stil!]l m o
Gernoacncupi ed Sboviet Union.

This study both expl®orVeod ktshdes urt sslceh eo fi nT rt ahn
of Jews asdtlkeei@amimotivations forGpmopethbavi a
cri npeusc.hunadrer t aking has two di mensions. On t
uni versal explanations that scholars have de
goups of Holocaust perpetrators to the | ocal
part in the mass murder of Jews. On the oth
status of Vol ksdeutsche in the cNaGer meaonr | dvi e
participation in t&eskdhlod@aasht . p oDoreithnBer dgse
Reich provides an inval@abhgopongnteséadepaht
only the i mportance of &ol ketdd uft srcéhiegn op d lhiec
and future territorial fantasies, but al so

constructed and then contiCeuma®higs sBlampgend t h

seilteresther by simply robbing their victims, or by
of ficiaAsl tagh#tant EDéamt] abor ati on; ilhi etchkenaalrad a wsnt und

Ver brieclhadlamme dHol ocaust in Romani a

Martin Dean, fSoviet Ethnic Germans and +t+he Holo
1944Thei Bhoah i oryYkr desei ményg fsdldheymoBrriaanidioznatainodn Wendy
(Bl oomi ngt on, I N: I ndi ahal;UnWeredys iltoywePrr,e sisHi t210e0r89s, MG

Ukr ai ne: Nazi Colonialism, V64 kGdewt dwmihiegu iathyd arhde Hol
Compromise in the HogédomashaanBettepdbltesmanhtd John K.
BerghahrO0BP&®685864

¥Doris L. Bergen, AThe Nazi Concept of O6Vol ksdeut
Easternl EAs dpernal of Con2Emproo.ard4s A SADYryi $619. Berge
0Vol ksdeutschendé of Eastern Europe, World War 11, and

Year book of Elu3r ofpledd®®;)StDBdiregseh, @A The Vol ksdeutsche of
the Coll apse of -1%h45 Naei hmpnpdtr eqf 19aZ4i s m: New Perspec
and | tsdaédgac¥E. Steinweis and Dani el E. Rr@®3 s, (Lin
10128
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noted3hitdeRei ahabl e te testel bpraal camagory ¢
ethnic i1 dentity arGeswlat it nmactad | yGerreraine d fdn cti had
whet her or not an individual deserved member
highly fluid enwitrhoanme nGe,r nparncss pceoautlidvec | ar i fy
Vol ksgemendassdadrnre its materi al pthi 8i | eges t
di sseat qthletdline capaci t ys floorc allr arnessniidsetnrtisa t o us
in the tHol demarns e ramaatitchsXorn d e r ko nentaanfdfo R
constituted a key way in which the Nazi regi
of Jews.

Sources

Despite the scal & odp eSroantdiearkso mnma nTdroanRs ni s

signcéi ottt heef fuonritts t o mar shal | ocal Vol ksde:
scholarship on these topics has | argely over
the Holocaust in the Soviet Union eébecause ke
i naccessi bl e. Warti me Ger man records captur
skeletal referencés atca i SonderskommamaonsRi stri
indication that it had | ed area etkPwbsci Get ma
area. This sanitized documentary record was

Transnistria in Marckh pféddonSehdiburhomsmihandei F
i ncriminating sources. Al l i edopwed whatsl iand
documentation Sonderkommando R had been abl e

occupied PolawdfdoafAmgnhbeswari an who approas

¥Aussage von V. S., AprALssédgel96h, ABAB66BRABRELMBAO
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prior to the early 1990s wouledr ihaalv et hcaotn fcroonnst
l'ittle more than SS personnel files and Vol k
t heei nwander(eEW2£ndrmr allmmi grati on Main Office) &
Sonder kommacnodromaRni d post itne dT rtaon®tnhhes BMboMa act e C
Berl in.

This study has profited enormously from a
researchers during the pacsltl dacetcdorasd These n
documents t BBatRoTraann sami csatwrdi ppfGer mamcwr eat ed dur i
the records of massive i n®estriigmetsi drhsati nStoos i S
West German authorities pursued from 1944 wun
provide valuabl e cackésatefl war S dsmedaecdté&i ovalniai nedss
Transnistria. First, the recently declassi f
School contain decrypted warti me German poli
gathered dounrd ndprifdee@eci nt ercepts include th
1,000 messages that Sonderkommando R sent or
Second, recor dBl dasrtcrh i tvlee Quhda scsha are avail abl
UnitedHStatasst Memori al Museum, contain a |
warti me Ger man and Romanian records. This ¢
correspondence between SoBd&oknkammamdac i Ridndi
admirnaitsotr s and details their bilateral wart:.

Most i mportantl|ly®é 8onhder kbobmmawdoeRt he foc

B162/.,33Q27

““On wartime British signals intell OfbkfihnciealhnB8ethet
What the Nazats tPhlea nBreidt,i sWwh(aNredv Ame Ki: c &nHdpIBKmewd Wang,
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investigation by Soviet and West Ger man auth
R®& crimes began GemmdnaaetdyRafmaarabhhwithdraw
Ukrainel944n mhd Soviet Extraordinary State
l nvestigating Cri mesF&®@®aiptt rlannwad drys tared Gtelr en
(Chrezvychainaia goisiuaapetwetnaarao walz&kmoitiewrs ainin as
nemefakbi stskikh zakhva)timhiek ovv eiweidk H ox@d b g lec
Sonder kommando R and its involvement in mass
Soviet count®@MERSIIHsihpamadeant h t o Spies) int
captured SS officers, who had served in Sond
had a clear, 1 f still general wunderstanding
Vol ksdeut fialde cltoemmpearntsd i n occupied southern
from these inquiries served asNahedhgpundati o
Komi ssariat \VnRdo moemmk s seli at tfroirallsn toefr nfadr

area rmangdyeaot swhom the Red Army had captured

militarys adnd haendvatrransported to penal camps
convicted ethnic Germans faced I mmedi ate exe
rel easpdcsed | ocal perpetrators to |ive in s

Kar agané&azhSko vtiret Soci ali st Republic.

I n the early 1960s, shortly after the <cre
Admini strationohownft iNati oweddnSgradlael iSstte | Qrei nue
Landesjustizverwal tungen zur Auf kilidrung nat:i
Ludwi gsburg, the Fedserparli nRaerpyu bilnivce sot¥ rg@etrinvaen y

crimes, West Geunntahne dp raons eicnuvteosrtsi glaat @ on 1 nt o
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wartime depl oyntehhe tWe sTtr aGesrnmasrt riimv.est i gati o
off into a number of smaller cases, suffered
confronted riryt areicemg lynti [Absent virtually &
R& activities i retlhde arrecchiiovmli m e@eorrmdasn and i ni
Soviet inquiries, West German prosecutors an
Sonkdemman®mos Rrvi vi ng German personnel and fr

relocated to West OGer mbhy abuesetbt twhese in

the Federal Republic of Germany conducted 22
Sonderkommando R and their i mmediate family
| ocal rlensiitdieanltlsy. f ocused on SS violence agai

West German authorities began preparing a ca
spearheading the Holocaust in the region.
Duri ng -1t9h6e0 smi dshortly after West Ger man al
i nvestigati onKomihteetSogvd seud &KrGsBi (@mmioti t e zfopra s
State Security) reopened @Gncrninmas.ry Whmy ot IS n
to revisit proceedings that Soviet authoriti
Definitive answers to thi® iquttesrtmaln magyoibaes f
housed in the archizaetsi ofis,) tshsukEedssalr %e¢ gwa
Russian FedeFredtémraana (F§ISBz obRo deizioplkhgmmoEaeader at

Security Servic8l| adBrehrkpreakiyn el k(r&@B Llhtylhrese r eposi

“1't is unclear when these records became availabl
exi stence, German authorities bl ockaelds prreelva toeuds troe qaune <
i nvestigation. Yad Vashem requesteH. cBpias tibesome o
Zentralestelle Dortmund, March 27, 1976, Staatsarchi\

independent Ildd 980D si.agdMt tide mZentr al estell e Dortmund, N C
M¢nster, NGermad2 prd3&cutors in Dortmund granted nei't
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i naccessi bl e teor sAmeistsocnhkhye rteos esaprecchul at e about
this renewed Soviet imteriemési n Boadeakioommaao
second round of postwar Soviet investigation
with parGelrilnealn Wersabes suggests that Soviet i
German interest and r-depdndadeby PeohapBngnh

results of theudged migarimraps owoWedt b&er many i n

t hoga nvestigation i,n Stohvei emis dagutt rhaofu etdth € eC @l d
probes into the crimes of | ocal r e i maesns s wh
Sshooting campaigns. I n contrast WYeacases th
earl i er, d®r6i0rsg tthlree KisiBd gat hered exhaustive t
suspected perpetrators ananealxyhsuikedt massogchu
their investigation, which resuotmed Soviaenun
authorities telegraphed their results to Wes
articles about the t rliaanlgsuaigne t%hoev iReuts spiraens san d

By t he Wesne Gehramman prosecutors ide s cionwvtea ed
Sonderkommando R Wndl y G®s & pdtaidt it hlapveerds bi | at ¢
relations to tkelpaibotr awheme ilni mihttddeisnquiry
German investaghedr Soviet atthlrorietcioesst @f gaih

investfygataonertuous bout of diplomatic gymn

obtained some key Soviet investigative docun

“H1 zmemdi kiy ra&sasehi,anfwewsdta E8, P&a066s, SMiMassenm:

am Pr aNegueers, 0L Seemn embetr 6, 1967, 3

“Leiter der Zentralweseitaléem Landeéi &oBedahkeéintung
national sozialistischen Masssenverbrechen bei der St e
der UdS2BlIIApBEi hasarchd #824®:3nster, Nr .
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assi $4Tehnicse .excepti onal ioprpobhdawame ymd owtr whhem,e
i ssuing an indictments asguaivnsvti n§o nsdeenri koor mnh aenaddo
courts declared the suspects pydifdalcley unfi

(St aat sanwailnt sxohratfmumikder whed ht hadcase from Lu

further i nvestigation fruitless and ended mo
Sonder k ommacnr@fdmeRsi. s unclear if the decision
purely practical grNandsabfriliifathens uamodedorp
senior prosecutors in the office influenced

Perhaps reflecting a generad i oimfallceshi Ger m
stateoresysrected tmeéior Somdes kiognatain@m R i n
informational request fronmltmet IBmiemald mma tDiepra
Ger man investigators f oocdsleacalherigsii dagmtig,y w
Sonder kommando RrdépiweyedGeommuorgeosecutors
where they duplicated | arge quantities of So
interviews with surviving erstwhi MaVhétlleni ¢ C

this second wraman oif n\peosttiwgat iGens yi el ded new

“Der Botschaft der Bundesrepubli k Deutl®®hl3and an
Staasarchi e784hster, Nr .

“Verfe¢sgung / Der Leiter deWeZtefnalr & aft brel diuegn Land
national sozialistischen Massenverbr@dhenotdteaatdear Sh iav
M¢ nst €r4,0628 17 .

“Department ofCrliunsetsi clegadannsatd aHumani ty and War Crir
Zenesrtadlluldewbaor g, May 26, 1994, Stydeatbaggubayg99blynster, N
Staatsarchi2vw OrZrivst er , Nr .

“Verf¢ggung |/ Der Leiter deWe«temalran sfted | i é mBaamil:

national sozial i stni sceh e d eMa sSt eamav essralnrwead t g8 6 B a f t Dort mun
Staatsarchi2v88WZnster, Nr .
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Sonder kommando R anda nivtod vieanearlt d ml It ehleo rHaotl arcs
Ukraine, prosecutors were unable to uncover
convicting an agbsngfegfroecvepVoujrddsears er man court
1999, prosecutors in Dortmund en&Bleldot al i nve
hel pers and wiytehari tcra mienaarl| yi nfveersttyi*ati on i n
Whil e this dtardyye darnadwsdiomera e cdlhleecti on
testimony that Soviet and West German author
their neighbors, and a handful of survivors
information abond@&@ Bbsdeokomm Transnistria.
testimonies as historical evi deonrce rpealeasteend st
the use of testi mongoseaeadggeynettlad i eaontdumdectsiega
practice.esfFimehy takeg years andcsesaomkt cmes
wi bht hodox historical met hodol ogy, which sug
an event, the more faithfully it recorded th

war tGememan records as their primary sour ce,

this a’pMomeacthecently, however, historians ha
to reconstruct wartime events. ohree hraemas o ms \
sources have become availabl e. Beginning in
West German investigative records and the ri

Bl bia2d. ,

““Raul Hilberg and Saul Friedlaandero6s magisterial
for example, employ tegent ;o nTyhkei bDoeeset grouvcetri owa rotfi nienh ee Eu
Saul Fr i Nadl 2 Géemany and the Jewsl9INewY¥ark: oHaPpesec
Perennial, 1998)he Yewalr sFoifed&Exdaerdeni nati ont9 fMeeamnwi Ger mal

Yor k: Har p20D®erenni al ,
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contained. I n the past ecaumlne odf idhe cade £,wsa
survivors conducted by institutions, such as
theiedH&t at@agsst Memori al Museum, Yad Vashem
become accessible thamesearchherass h@wet lge ot
sensitive to the fact that records produced
objective as they had first appeared. Recor
refracted compl ex eacvieanlt swsx riradowrigew tl leen seasz i G
documents, moreover, only paGeéermahy recohded
Hol ocaust. Postwar testimony, despite the n
often provides tnmada iooml y os cawdrda ee sosf ainn faorr ay o0
have started to raise about the Hol ocaust.
Al t hough a number of historians have used
events related to the Hol ocaustst enneathiacpasl Inyo
hi storical research on this period as Chri st

Remembering Surviviadborn n@amms s8oMNMazico8hawnei or

wi sdom about testimony on its theaasd aarmd sdfofre r
sou¥B8eowning argues convincingly that in son
information in postwar testimony benefits fr

survivor testimony givennithytbettdecadestahge
unwi ttingly omitted memories that were eithe

di scuss, such as sexual violence and revenge

®ChristopherReRmeBbheominiqngSur vi vvadbod (@denve Yar Nazi S|
W. W. Norton & Co., 2010).
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that 1t was only beginheishgmomytbeobhedes thaet
taboo subjects. Hi s findings challenge the
proximity to an event increases the accuracy
testi mony.

Whil e Browninghacpoboehteidaglsdi fficulties i
testi mony as a source for reconstructing war
met hodol ogi cal approach to usOGrndg ntalriys vhednt esr i
most r eceBrtownei snega ratshsietmibd¢ &#l1d mass of testi moni
against ohlesiamdctthigirisc al madBs owh i hgs SwMoma y,s t
reasonabl e judgments about plausibility can
basoend t he overall c®edielsitliintoynyqgf tthlee vs wrn Wdines
particular events being recalled, the absenc
and e the highly subjtehcatti vger adnutauliltyi odne
from prolonged i mm¥Psitosi mplyheBmawaeihngl subn
| arge cache of testimonies permits the histo
information and acoabhysothatnineebhheonahtgnt
hi storical real iotay naacscsu roaft ep oyst waDrr atwa sntgi mony
assembled about Sonderkommando R and the Hol
applies &Brgewreirmg g incea lh oadpodr oac h.

Using testimony that Soviet authorities ¢
more severe methodological challenge to this

| pisd . ,

2] piod . ,
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states) had a | ong historyriodl sstiargiwhgi plold da
often tortured) defendants testified to havi
of the | ate 1930s, f&dctnhiDeard&iniesed abays Nor@anhsulra oK
on any testimony tBhatchdalhealtarse caire ttyhdroefcer
the factual material that these ttoeasitsiemoni es

guestions about the extemrmtndt d hwehimi mdSaeuvi atn dp

the i ndi wiadwéwlspiendv ¢ vitei i nf ormati on contained

Aware of the methodol ogical <chall enges th
handful of scholars have begun to use these
di mensi ons usft time tHeT Soati heits Unyipen.of i nquiry
infancy, historians who use these materials
proceedings, rather than reflecting on how t

evefitan GrodNedyghborvss des the most ger mane me

for using these types of sources. Gross bas
security forces gathered in the |l ate 1940s,
Ac kwmloedging the potenti al pitfalls of wusing
reconstruct what happened during the war, no

of ficials tortured many of the widnessteasn dasd

BArthur Korlnéest raadbnadore Hardy, (Lbndon: J. Cape,

See, for example, Prusin, AA Community of Violen
Occupation: Collaboration and the Holocaust in Ol evs:¢
Bringing the Past into thel Roaaewssetnti:n Mikrsdinmge ,NaWa sahii nvg
States HolocausR2OMOmMMi imkla, MigdemUkr ai ni an I nsurgent /

®“Tanja Penter, fACollaboration on Trial: New Sourc
Col | abobrlaatvarcs Revhnew 47420058 N)ex a&B8Rer Victor Prusin, fid
Gall ows! d: The Holocaust and SkPeabredarWwall@d & yeets alrd al s
Genoci dd7Sth@dDiDeB8 O
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that the specific circumstances of the inves
in its records reli abtlhe mé&itrtoesrs wad mh Orsd It ehda t
authorities did not mami pui atieot iBolesbsidealken
concl udfeosr tthhaet very reason that this was by
produced during the investigation can serve
took ol ace.

Gr asssassetrtdiomcdrhmi ng the aims of investi o
gual ity of historical i nformation contained
evaluating how to treat testimony that Sovie
areonhhg accessible sources related to the in
investigators manipulated or fadBrpoatedcsat at
agenda depends on inferring theif@foihbheestureéro
each of the major groupings of Soviet testin
reges md doitrhbe probe German activities in occupi
residents who cooperated withrtbhmstanwmbdal sev
suggests that Soviet authorities subjected i
abuse to obtain information from uncooperat.
techniques are unl i kel ycitao nseyestt etnhse, btuhredreen si
t hat Soviet authorities manipul ated evidence

't is important to distinguish between th

about Sonderkommando R and i tVWarctriinee smadtuerriinag

*Gr oNsi, ghb3r s
I bildd. |,
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which SMERSH or the Extraordinary State Comn

they had counterintelligence applications an
residents had coll abor atye,d twiiet hs poeccciuaply icnags efso
tried in clandestine courts in | ate 1940s r e
l ocal compl #H eidt y riienméGernwmmasndDiumrg ng t he 1960s,

circumstanti al e VK GIBe nrcees psoungdgeeds ttso tahmto nghoei ng
inquiry by reopening an old case, a differen
cognizant that their findings would be share
remain convincdegwouhtdeneedwtoemarntain the
Soviet investigators went to great | engths t

i nqguiry was a massive undedtomlgi nqr.wves®vgratti loe

KGB transppocretsed rwimt Ceentral Asia to southern
dozens of times, recorded thousands of pages
anal ysi s. l nvestigators also recorded absur

eventhsat dred mywndaadhet sHad t he KGB simply wanted a
make qui ck tpelhietriec avliouhaly ,have been no reason
investigation. A careful analyssstlat avviael a

Soviet security apparatus recorded evidence

|l i ke all sources, G&Sownc ettmda mareisnie sg adtfi vSo nrdeecrokr
and its | ocal helpers showind thhatreagd vemi ttihea
the evidence, appears inaccurate, it would b

considerati on.

The scale and diversity of sourcé®s avail a
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SSi

t ho

on to a&daramasWvVobksdauwnsdhe complicity in

dol ogical opportunity to assess the qua

stiNothyanly is there a | arge, 1 f fragmenta

cormratodd postwar statements, but the West G

and
an

ces

nve

pul

nds

l ater i1its indigenoupaastitetodntrse coadsst. i
y other instances did Germamfienvestidgat
s to former | ocal residents to conduct
ied Soviet Union at the grassroots | eve
itute a rare instasceriomewhitdhle tSwomev eni y

s and one in which historians can compa

view transcripts recorded decades and t

stent histortdoal empfioinmatl i ovei ghealks t be
Pl ace and Personal Names
rr schol arbsi swrete mtg aibmuEastern Europe a
ning place names i s a perpet®@alkithnprcobl
t ngumul tiplicity, most places have an a
another inevitably threatens to insert
C group is entitled to a papltacceusl,ars upcihe
a, which have common English spellings,
| oesaple akeerrmrsanand | ater the $S& mrecigated &
y the historical .l Bndsogpehaswat, ekhet e
ation schemas that Ger man &f fdieanoalrsa pén a

cape.rembealSSof | ocal Vol k& dreauft sscahle tao d
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per mit -s(peecrankeerr s t o reterafter solée hwam t&amti nt
Ger mani zed settlements existed for only a br

reflects this hist®rcoaveneehceyandFgeoghaph

possible the cicahmneagpamgar pl dkeainmame i s given
This study renders all per sonal names as
notable exception is names that appear exclu
Feder al RepubAciccorodfi nGge rtroa ntyhe condi tions of
i mposes on scholarly users, the personal det
i ndividual s, may not be published. I n accor
per sonal n ameasp ptehaart edosemoher e in the public

Chapter organization
This study is organized into eight themat
chronol ogical lsegwarsdea.uct@happmteerhi storical
Ukr @i aBBelk Sea Ger man communities from their €
nineteenth centur@® taorSomdern hommandal R of 1¢
mi nority, the Black Sea Germans experienced
summefr 1941, when thettemptatdi hg KRepgamdmegt hn

advancing German and Rom&niVanh kfsdrwué¢ s cthar ¢ ®tme

f ohrar sh buuwi sledreca.i veThi s experiencetill tistre
as they had known it in the Soviet Union had
provided new possibilities, area Vol ksdeutsc

regéemeew expecpat e miteigahlally fcomes equences.

Chappteal yzes the men and women who staffe
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Vol ksdeutsche policy in the region. A highl
of sources, i nwcqluldiicsighvprsdfses giecrealt Nwiresett|
paridlyd f ongehmbeerrss, t he Nat i onaNatSoocniaallsioszti aMoitsott
Kraftfahraknadr gGer man Red Cross nurses. Despi f
Sonderkommando R functioned because many of
par ttiidnigmeaitnh eerar | i er fir \éoslekt bd eeompeanctes i n Easter
and because the high proportion of women ass
pursue romantic relationships and build grou

Chap3tehugdhe x pl ore Sond@r&totmenamtd® tRo mobi | i
Trans@i ¥orksadeutsche as the demographic vang
Soviet Union. The third & heafpftcerrt s rtod efse rSroentd
| argel y i maogfi nNeadt ieonneami eSso &i a@ltihsam ci rGetr hmea nr e @in
The ®aunditscovery that earlier German sweeps t
of local Jewsmiaxnadfmeanbéiress olfed its personnel
r el iyahmifl iltocal Vol ksdeutsche, who had hidden
Sonder kommando R responded by ratcheting up
fic ommuaainsdt seventually | ocal residents, whom t
racimmMuncda y on behavior grounds.

Chapiaemmal yzes VoMi attempts to adreye plloycal V
religious people, from their attachment to C
of fered area ethnicaGeomahsSanialtsmaat heeun
rel i gidoushaftr emmany | ocal residents had hoped |

Church and providing them with heavily Nazif
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The

Trans®di

fifth chapter r edsonprtojuccatgastonder k omn

Yok ksadeutsche in anticipation of the

settl ements that the Third Reich planned to

undertaking entailed carving Roounanraicacnapt ed o mo
territory byl elvaeuln cahrimmegd ac olnofw i ct wi th | ocal
brut al policy of ethnic cleansing to create

none had existed previousldegut sThe YeMit | ssumeanad

provi di

guantit

ng them with pdivchregeelcacacmisse a9sehe

ies of stolen Jewish property iIimporte

compl emented this economiclpolncygmwl eheaprconp

and education campaign to secure | ocal Vol ks
cause

Chapter ns its attention away from&rural 1
cosmopentirteapTther e, SoBdepekcsomaetdocBnfronted
chall enge of identifying and mobi&i mosg Vol k

ethnically diverse cities. & Comdfoofundededyc o

et hni c
women s
by murd
tenuous
the SS

The

Transni

classifoctaheiom ipmodicgsenous female subo
abotcagedd otrdiredal & sfdienmd sG& hper s drenailnirnesy
ering sus fiencptoeadT beftsh ncihca pGeerrmaunn der scor
negorogGetimaacmsseout hern Ukraine and t
was prepared to use violence to clari
&t Wdyal chapters analyze Vol ksdeutsct

st V7rieaconthrapdtesct heumpean€tes in which
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and its |l ocal Vol ksdeutsche hel pers particip
the wilMt42? oTFThe chapter expl orteesr mh oswh, o0 viinn gt hmee
bet ween RomaniaatbhhamdtGesmanmer which power WwWe
the BGedgieovs, &r Kosnainsami admi n® steat oot epedel
di sease to enli &t aSendémakhaeammamdomaRBRs shooti ng
di scusses mmandonkled&mwl oyed | ocal Vol ksdeuts
not only expanded in scale and complexity, b
extermination centers in occupied Pol and.
The di sGsefritraali omhapter kexamitsehewpyrranea p
mass murder. I't begins witd® aenhhhhset Geumanna
the organization from which Sonder kommando F
militiamen from theninosGerhneaarnv iniyl iitniveo |l wreidt ,et
coll ective biomrmaphty pPpfomheemte gVwlnksdeut sche
usi I gasd e osnteu tl y t& ai rnuintiital kil ling depl oyment,
situati onalaydwrmarhiecd hatseplperpetrators carri e
that, more so than other factors, &i trwdtei oma

Transnistria moved | ocal Vol ksdeutsche to pa
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CHAPTER I: F ROM PRIVIL EDGED TO PERSECUTED: THE BLACK SEA

GERMANS, 18001941

At the outset of the West German cri minal
1961, the | ead investigatGobanatpgalbwdWisdelbuyr gvr c

the Bavari aonf Stratnmd n@fl Bdgneviesdh e altajpche gkr i mi na

reqguest its assistance in interviewing witne
col |l eadgluelsavtéhabeen told that, because of the
veriystdrust f-uil pped. cl bsewi |l |l therefore per hap:
speodfldAs perceptive investigators |ike Schuste

hi story of the Bl ack Sea Ger nteenrsmaannyd sthhaepierd h
respsomwseonly to postwar investigators, but &
unpacks this histordecvaell oopprgegratg e Bbgckr SeanGet
t heest abl i tsihene minu ndfutriiensg tnek@et h century to Sond
R& arrival in TranlsOndilstria during the fall o

Through territorial expansion and concert
Europe, during the ei ghthee rHtolu saeen d @in iReataeeonvt h
substanti al Rsupnebaekri nogf sQuebrj neacnt s . l nvited by

after the Napoleonic Wars to settle territor

®Staatsanwalt Schuster an das BALrGiI1BALE2IBEAOOSs kr i
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Empire, the Black Sea Germanmplweme <hke] ¢d¢dthal
arrive i nDathiendEmpucle.of the nineteenth centu

and maintained comparatively cioagrcutmslcirliédbed c

homel and. Beginning at htdveeweird, otfh @ihre mriinweit
economic position began to erode iIin the wake
Empire. Wha | Ge s haemikreigtsiealtlhyer ed t hese obstac
unscathed, represi begti ssai ngt omeadher &€srat W
beginni nggeonferaatmuolntail decl i ne. The 1917 Rus
War, and Soviet rule constituted atnhathmi ti ga
cul mi nwait ceals p meraida teixgonr,opf ami ne, arrest, and d:¢

authorities first as c¢class enemies and then
Germans sufferetdemyghtsl.yeading up to 1941
The opening months iof d$bhet F&axomak Wao h do Wa
conflict that has receiveddocomyptairtadti ec | tyhe im
violent period ofoundarg Badalck Wieal &rtr maeasent h
summer ODthO94tatidgadvameitngnGerimanalf orces t
Vol ksdeut sche cddmmureistsiosmmss t hat | ocal Vol ksde
encounters, however, were very different. S
directed againsermams uabhgermastoredthnthei &r ea V
prospects under Soviet rBwl & hweerfealiln corfe als9idnlg |
Germans realized that a return of Soviet pow
the Sovieteidéestrroctiaod oh their communities

was f ar more selective and fmocesdddaak i lescalar
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area residents whom ofclbenmuloiVedalbe hhe ¢eamdurmrc
of wiholsence shocked area Vol ksdeutsche, it h
prospects under German rul e were moirmewosit.i
overbdexrpextati ons.

Prosperity and-S@hearkgea:s Gar Behp 7rRBI9s0s5 a

The Russian Empire was homes pteoa Kt édweos fpirri sarta r
was the Ba@BtilteBGéewombhsos henhabited the provinec
and Livland #dnaywhEastt oinsi*hp taenstlé Ma e atf w. of Nyst ac
whiRent er | ended the Great Northern War agai
provinces into the Russian Empire, but al so

whidcéehscended from the denogoaredKnhghtegwbo h

century, as his feudal vassals. Il n exchange
ari stextrearcsyi ve cul tural privileges, includin
Lutheran universiweyl |i nasDoirnptaetr n(&fa ey, tl iacsa |

deci sion to ennoble all foreigncatfd&logetr s in

securing Baltic German participation and adyv
regsesmdemi se i hhrlddghout much of the eighteen
Baltic German nobility and urban bourgeoisi e
autocracy to secure an wi{soinsmiad alBlay tEsr, i wihloe g

t he maj or i t®y poofp utlhaet iroeng.i o-BTchoi nso neitch ndiicf faenrde nstoi

®Traders from central Europe first appeared in K
however, were therabiesgroampmeakedei manscomet hendRus cioarn r
autocrachhbdulelrddieut scheml P@In Zarenreich

® ngeborg Fleischhauer, fAThe NatTheaCaseesef Pbhecy
Russian Geumamwmkledm BI3 shds@yy 11 0D7 4
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preci pheaemdrgence of Baltic nationalism dur
twentieth centuries. During the oh93683 iRussi a
relationship betweehuBibhketde cetGermimanandandl| 8ad t
Foll owing the disillusion of the Russian Emp
the nascent states of Latvi amuazimd oEsttdmei &@celnic

power of tOeéhnicalhtyriGes man minorit

St stponsored settlers, who arrived in the
constheusedond and historically distinctly n
the REBgiIre. The first of these new arrival
t he Volprai mMAeveetry Sar at ov. I n keeping with Ha

who recruited Ger mand®8att kegebhbeof heehBanast an
Cat heri meGelrinsapnebhkets to popul atl€Cathesvast | Ru
December 1762 and July l17@#BoMaanfedtestberlict
t he povertsypeoake@GeaggrmdareEer the end of the Sevq
avoid compul sory mil it & Tyhes egrevniecreo uisn otfhfee rP rtu
autocracy circulated througbautfrceatdoml f Eamo
|l ocaoseflrhmenper pet ual mi | i t ardye ssieartviincae e x e m
(approxi mately 1%98siamg elsoc @lf feerui atdeint age

home st atZerofstAndhhsala staging area, the autoc

F | ei s chhiheaulrerut schen 9mMm Zarenreich

2l bidJIJe&E9&n-o0i LeBowlddetmands de | a Volga: histoire
17663d41Lyon: Presses obni I&OB&HIi)t,ai3r2es de Ly

BFE| ei schhiheaulerut schen 10 Zarenreich
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settl ememtes Val gagbet w&€®y 1788 amhe VdFrga Ger n
Wol gadénuumicehreed some 31, 000, a figure that i
cen®us.

The Russi®an eBEmpitroer i al expansion at the e
provi dseadrrieshtemeé h new opportunspeaki hg secthuet
Foll owing the Peace of JaBwsiyki ssihi Wanr einded7 3
Russian Empire acquired previouglay | @tdt dNmavn t

Russoaset@l e t heawlgynpireel bor der |l ands bet ween

Rivers, Catherine Il | aunched a ssteoontheand n
Russian Empire. The aut odcersaicayd pspeato xa smad ee | nyo r
milion acres) of | and open for settlement in
as well as on t he Caw memmi g rCattihcer imeel ildy coi

Wil hed mi 186 accession to the Prassi@anothiroina
tol erance for irneltihgiPbTuds@umitarsourlitt ivesss t hat Men
refugees comprised a dispsppakihngnaeet hamben
in the region at the end of the eighteenth c

At et beginning of the ni®negtreaenndtsho nc, e nAtl terxya,n
| aunched th® tbeardsandegi mal attempt to recr

Empire. He took a pé&r sonealr niand reieegsts s stah e

“Bourlreest ,Al | eamavhod s@ aké eli s chhihea ulreryt schen NU@BZarenrei
®Bourlreest ,Al | d ma o $4g4he

®F|] ei schihemaulrerut schen NUAW2 Zarenreich
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than 123 edicts ¢dheesn@dPebi mmi grnd ®kdnt B ctiud ta
encouraged German settl ement by permitting p
choosing their de¥Biinladiogsodvi €Eafhe REssAlaexa
increased the geographic area sl ated for Ger
Despite the fact that tsarist officials recr
sout heastern Europe,s Afl ewarnedde rGdr mannds hfi csr otfH
ski®Afst.er the end of the Namcl ennif ®gWards t wii @
as much land to German settl|l ®As asriesutditdofo
i ncreasing stld et umltwelnegn ove sofandentr al Europe
period, the demographic pattern of Ger man se
southern Germany, a | arge number of Catholic
New Russi a.secSini Inaarjloyr, gar oup of | argely Lut|
West Prussia, Brandenbur'gurNencgk Itehreb Urig san d eR
nineteenth century, the fluid central Europe
i mmi gr dticyncpeated a uniquely @diverse Ger mar

Thecabled Bl ack Sea Germans were among th

noncontiguous settlements that dotted the re

D¢ | ef Broamndlesn, Zaren adoptiert: Die deutschen Kol
Neur uCl and und-1Be(sMuamriacbh:enR.1 7®&lldenbour g Verl ag, 1993)

®F| ei schiheaulerut schen HBW7 Zarenreich

®Ut e Schine dieut s a

chen us BessarlSghbiosneuEiopa Ml88ddr |
(Col ogne: B°hlau, 2004), ©66.

“Branders,den Zare4a7ad®ptiert
“"Schmbidée , Deut schen,58u3% Bessarabien

“Branders,den Zare#4#5@adoptiert
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ethnicall yGhomagepbkons villages t htbhegheout t
settl ements were typically segregated by con
resi dsienpgariant e commu i tGeersman Nseew tRuesrssi apr osper
comast to the Volga Germans, who had relocate
earlier, and | argely adopted Russian farming
centr al European agricul t usr aslo utehcvheng rtgeurensN ft too
onl yt Bl dck Sea Germans farm individual homes
technological innovations, such as crop rota
unknown i d*Tthhee rreesquilotn .was t hat t hlel 8l ack Sea
out perfor meadr mahreimeingombor s . On the eve of t
Ukr @i nGespamakers owned and farmed between 40
kil oMm@tmerms ea approxi mately one and a”half ti
I n the countryside surroundi nge (peeerscseantetohfni c

property owners at the beginning of the twen

of th®Prdiasmmrd.t o the Russian Revolutéeson, the B
prosperous peasants par excellence.

B®l'pbid., 111.

| biddr.1,

“According to the 1897 csinasrm sE mpriorre6 st hGenr nhaan o p hod n ¢
worked in agricultspeakand ©bwnrfhettd oni@elrindenqratcywas eat |
to 43 percent of he arFakbelies chhahgaduleirnt t Be R&ecmaonBmdi e e
der Smiwg reTtBbur oughout the nineteenth and the twentieth
Russian ethnic Germans were rural. Polian argues t he
Second World War, onl yasPlhvpedr APgoa tinasni,vEdei n Wi blan ahe
Geography of Forcedt MeAgnsnaat iYarsd rizrh etmbea skSSHK Budapest:
Uni versity Press, 2004) , 126.

— -+

®Buchs weil lkesrd,eut katad nledl der U
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The comparative econdamiGesmExlesrss od u Miemwg F
nineteenth century had i mportant i mplicati on
Al t hougtpi vemwmnti keibr ndebeemdant sn the Hol ocaus
nineteenth century the Black Sea Germans wer
Emp&rexperi mental efforts to establish Jews
Settl ement . In 18d8ft haAal Axdnf€emmiteéeseabbrsFko
which was charged wist haARoneei seei mMthaNAwaRussi a
Commi ttee was not only responsible for | ocal
sizabl e | ocal Jtehwei sahu tpoocprual cayt iaocnq utihraetd t hr oug
expansion into whaosbeciameot hehBoRarhiestmf Se't
administrators on the Aid Committeé& were so
apparent agriatultthueyl deaciudneedch ttd e iinpd deyl ar e a
far ofeors | ocadi dreiwsg Ovek¥84he next fi@we years

incentives encouraged dozens of Ger man f ar me

Rus®iawo doerpedesmetathlaelment s. By 1858, an i
predominately Jewish villages revedlhead ct hat
Germ&ns contrast to the participation of | oc¢

theodsecWorl d War, during the first half of t

identified their ancestors as a population t

"El ei schiheaurerut schen 1Sm2hzZdiden Deiudls chen, g4 Bessar
Br anders,den Zare#fb6adoptiert

"Benjamin Nathans notes that Jews comprised some
popul 8enpami nBélpohdnshe Pale: The Jewi sshi(aBaeckehegyr wi
CA: University of California Press, 2002), 4.

®l'bid., 467.
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Despgidkeempar ati vely intimate r®l| athohne bet
Germaa andohdwwstween asepaaer mamand Ukrainians
posi®Wheer.eas Bl ack Sea Germans interacted an
countryside and®&i it oQGdexyendt,idtrtame er wg s olneomp ar at
intermarri adg/e| ketdwenddrs tlikaab bn ifaangst.Uk mainni ans o

confl ated Jews .Badaestaantode pGeirvmalsiggeak efresr a@alr

Jedsegal monopoly on alcohol saéesnomkec ai ni a
exploiters. These tensions pédreadeddd vwiadH y can
pogroms, in which the ass®ANéwnRBs Skamamenace
speakers existed in aniddarreiuwd i catnl de yehcihoencosnei ci n t

antagonisms reinforced one another.
Foll owing theé Rugsnsoibane Enepfieraet during the

Russian autocracy pursued an aggressive prog

t moderamnidzer ehabiilnéatePrtiher Etmp hi s assassinat
enacted an array of reforms that abolished s
®Fl ei schhauer, fAThe Nationalithiee€aBRel btytbe RoesT

Ger mans ;;Bl ®il9Bhea ulkreruyt schen 219 tZearr eesntrOexitgfltoyw h cNrakza i | e d

from southern Ukraidneg, hsgbhhi gbt &drt heéi ebbnaa homogene
communities in an egfifroer tt ot dodmsdcecur da heeSed@monrgembattl ed
LiebbbaedGemei ndeberichte von 1848 der ddut &ebeg Si ec
Liebbran@uel Iveod .zbr, Erforschung( ldeisp Diegit sE.htHimsz & In \Oes
XViAlis. oErsiee J. Schmaltz and Samuel Sinner, AThe Nazi |
Kar | St ump,p amd UktrsaiMert HoAmeraniusan abegl@@ey,oai.del Jt2WDi0e

8Br anders,den Zay e#59dlmilidéerDeut schen, a®xDuBdssggar abi
the nineteenth century, Odessa was one of the most cc
assimilated Jew$tschv e minunld & yp e wsSteeef nOdessa:-1&8Lul tur a
(Stanford: Stanf o8&l &hs elhihea uleeyy tPsrcehsesn 13AFW8Har enr ei c h

¥Br anders Zdaernen agdoldtdi.er t
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government, and&cdceigfail ed ntdh & dBiripwiors ¢orf a tt ihwee es t
ref or ms htadi mpipioaatainons for th-epepkeralihega
sout her nFiUkgta,jinmeme 1811 aut horities eliminate
structure under which they had governed et hn
taxaxempteons. -Ap e ak eras Glee gnalnl y became part
administrators invited them to paffrenmegate i
zemsfava epresentative YormSedomndcadsfgpartr nofe n
military reforms, in 1874 Al exd@mderxal@dear ddr
pol iioni gshe | atter half of the nineteenth cen:

attractespe@kremanto sout heommsUlkrrailmnersever al

The i mpact ohl adealseetleriogi mSedo@ans heasne h
obligatory military service contr@adsctizaedl an
Mennonite popul ation. Al t houwghals omeea nMe nt n0o neil
again, relocated primaril y troelNogitdniAsnes iwvar,

reach an accommodati oncavn ¢ &hi cdbhjtee aatwatrosc rcaocuyl,d w
their obligatonombs? Betr vii nga | Pr otsetshteasnet s an
new service requirements proved lieoss Ipoodll en

zemspeamiNewe R@ s &e a neanngswgteoh t heir Sl avic nei gl

#¥0n these refor ms Thee GW.e aBr WRed olrintsc o lAlu,t ocracy, Bu
Politics of Chandge Kian bl, mpe.r:i aNlo rRuhses1n@®Ol | i noi s Uni ver

%Fleischhauer, fAThe Nationaldithiee€aBel btytbe RbesT
Germans ., $c DhDiBe’, DeutBehear aBh@onurlreest ,Al | emands6Xd.e | a V

®Mi chael SchippanWahdaSenfacBeri €gstBéechie: ubide Gz
Ver 18®20.4
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wihti

ernment i n & away oitn dwiiiBeetp atatBeeyo 8 | g nd o wn e |

horityewmsddwpaenndende on the size of his | and

nt aumegual say in area affairs. By dint

torically mot be®aromanre rnoeuisg tbhoar s, they typ
proportionate i¥nfhliden dNed Relsmazmls polsit mas
er pour gi l-'evgiess tvhies autocracy, the new struc
t mamndye dpacitthoeli eges remained until the ear

Throughout much of the nineteenth century
y other ethnic German communities i n Roma
nsyl vaiSianb eh&rogseed )t he Bal tic Ger mans, i
netdae Inati vel yconneotbonsapheeadk i ng central Eur
sons for this were Thet cogmpagraaphihiecakemaner
ck Sea Ger ntasnisd eneacafntt hteh acti toyu of Odessa th
de direct!l y Owi thith e¢ eBnltarcakl 8SEceat eCpeer @reainis b o w |
cati onalt hdeeyv ehlaodp meinttt,l e need to engage wi
t ur allhewmroltda.bl e excepti®nBr weeset aput &aednCi
rgy and ethnic German instructors. Whi | e
German institutions, many-s@featkhem puwmrsguedd

n the Russian Empire, ®Duhengi bhhehei Batlk ei

®Br anders,den Zare&fBadoptiert
1 bid., 483.

8A key extahmpsl e roefnd was the noted Nazi ethnographe

demographic surveys of Ukraine during the Second Worl

his

primary and secondlaryeadwad atainae tlihmei nneard gt iletynyd Gadfo ¢ 3o r

bef orld® Réhveol uti on. Schmaltz and Sinner, NfThe Nazi E
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century, the Black Sea Germans were thus amo
et hni c GeGaemnmamdsa fffreoamt ur e of their hiatveri cal
i mportant i mplications for the contours of C
Wor |l d War.

Notwithstanding an evolvingprealkatisomasi p
i mperial power and conti nued-Geatmant®, ilnattetreert h
hal f of the ninetRleaad h Sedhit@e oymaaglk eldi dthewat
Within the course of | es& tGeasnpasankee rhsu nhdarde d vy
est abldiostheadapahomi ¢ position inOdlkesessaoamdr Waid:
secured precisely the religious freedoms tha
Despite the faut osefafcyt he &Rusmsmodaerni zati on h
their historical privil ealges-sotcmemBicadk ySea i G
popul ationoppatthadspnbtbemaintain any but t
connections woftolr nmtelre ihro meen caensdt.or s

The Black Sea Germans in an IESG®PaP Revolu

At t hendeagfi ntnhe t,weRite itdhnsdEemeisrteg/c pr obl e
appeared to be of littleompatersmwmheoaauea Valt
and class violence that the 1905 Revolution
weer | ittl e mpheatveMs btyhGet lmqup amrcermtcyi nabi | ity t
countryside became apparents tGerlnoacnals ertetsliedresn
their Baltic Ger marSed dserMtearhpsdridims ¢ © stt @ bd 0 & h e

their communities against possible theft and

Kar | Stumpp in Ukraine, 3hd Its North American Legacy
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vol@amtdtomangest episodes exemplifies the de
ught to maintain the statuusrguboibok eemid
edgling militia forces, a group of Baltic
rman settlements and suggedsetfeedn steh autn itthse ftow
sault on revoluti®aarGéemredmmretch e nRall toinc .t h eE
at they could not see any advVintage to def
The Bl ack Sea Germans underscored their s
chod aGctidber Mani festordyemnmttauirnwe gt @ct lodr
0O accepdemmahhtessaras suffici®ngowerfromamt

S s olSveecdbntadhae and i ssued new el ection | aws t
e political poweritdaf Gesomaimher nhQkeeans eteéh aftur t
w RBsSeaman settlers es@Gapeodol mose, ot hehe I
ectoral results highlighted their continue
mai ned i nstr unmnheenitralp riinve ol asngoenda icsnopcoigoi t i on .

Ad he Bl ack Sea Ger man se coowmeodmitch epiors idtoinoi nn at
ivileges that the tsarist regime had grant
nNtury stateectchhémengs athaméemelire®gEdnte® ar i st

thorities became increasi nglpy alkbemtsls ye talbroiud
rmans aspdedkddaaglsdregist e weEmpiere periphery.

ws and etchonuiled beercrmammes a f i fth column for t

ntral Powers, tsarist offitsalGser manepbdnee

®F| ei schhiheaulkerut schen M2 Zarenreich

“Branders,den Zare#8adoptiert
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subjienc ttshed Ewnd trer n “Bot heulganes hnic Ger mans
were cl osetsti hoatéas flrioke Vol hynia, faced th
expropriation and deportation, the Bl ack Sea
educational, and ref’iFgroufheaBl acampBeav Spo mar
measures sitgheadlepdrthiee from its historical r
Germans and its emergence as one of their pr

I n the midst of their progressively deter

tsari st regiGer,rmarmse @rl eaeatke Setahe February 191

opti mism. The Pmoviinsiitamnd!|l p®dviecrinemsenstuggest e
woul d benefit&setuhhecnG&kmanse I n March 191
Governmental Hetlyaobtdat heceguaens and roll ed

tsarist measures t&atthad ¢t Tarey elcetdo.bt ehre 1EMP7 r
Revolution, however, i mmediately threatened
years ofr etghiemet,s atrhiestBl ack Sea Ger mans had su
policies, as wealt hyi drmirfmeafanotmhy@mymaatdo e¢d | tl o |Ir
economic ordeéerthr@éeeyetamguneabeycl auheohiedt a n
status quo antebel |l um.

The |l ocal Selbstschutz, which first defen

theft and ultimavelwytj onmey ¢oumrmtsr, spear hee

“Fl ei schiiheaulkerut schem7i9m BaOr2e n PeeWbelr| eGaBmpeilrle Wal ki r
Refugees in Russ{(BIl domimgt Wor | UNWat ndi ana University
Nationalizing the Russian Empire: The (Caanmbaiigdng eAg aMAn s
Harvard Uni2Ge)B00oysoBr es s,

“Fl ei schiiheaul®erut schem5i2m Zarenreich

“Gat Miiloll,e Empired 8Wal k ifDigei sDeetutt aswehre,/5 5i5m Zarenreich
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response to the October dRievionlguttihcen .1 9 1A7s Rehveoy
souther®ad Whkmhaime Ger mans-drediennes® if odicgesndws pgI e
communiWhen .t he German army occupied souther
commanders i mplemented mdaestusebet haThtaGer md
trained and armed | ocal Sel bstGeecmatns wmidt s a
suspected r®Thoel uBRliaocnkarSeeas .Ger mans reci procat

by purchasing \Galrugth mawialrédboafimhsskiss.t ance fr om

Ger man forces, however, ended al most as quic
19Y&vol uGeiragant he Ger man military withdrew f
vacuum | eft in thenwakreced, rteig eRd d nAr eye,r ntah
Revolutionary I nsurreBltaokaArymAyrreywaooldu ttUlkae naa m

White Army vied for ¢&aéamticli pati sguthatnvikt a
Bol shevi ks woul d t & reecaotneonmitch epi @ s rdaodnoi bneasnnt e gshod
by Ukrainian anarchi stNefsdroaoge tMakm@&®ogckh &eao @e
sided wit®Duhénwhithesspring and summer of 1¢
militiamen foughtl| ad oy &N cdlePawde nWr afnogred e s whi

resupplied the Selbstschutonwiroh| admpobtowdh

“Fl ei schiheaulrerut sche b 8i5m Zarenreich

%Colin Pet eriTheufFaltcet of Mennonites in Ukraine and
Collectivizatilodl@apal ¢ PeD FBRiImS siertfati DAYPPAUni versity of

®F|l ei schihemaulerut sche b 8i3m Zarenreich

On the Russian CiArthwar HiheAdBomsjhee i kse,ji n Ukrain

Campai g-h 9 X INEW8 Haven, CT: Yale Universiheg Wkreasisne,l1 96387
1921: A Stud(yCammbrRedvgoel ,utMAd:n Had®@d7d University Press,

%0n Nest mdsMB8klmk Army NeetomMi Malkkeho Mah et he Russi
(London: Macmill an, 1982) .
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Sevas?wipen .Black and | ater Red forces routed
Black Sea Germans fimarisoyther nG&dkm&nynweang N
The remaining Black Sea Germans were | eft to
they had just taken up arms to oppose.
The Bl ack Sea Ger mah%2Z@Aader Soviet RL
Foll owing the RBS$sac&nS€amaviGer Wams twlkee an
popul ation on two fronts. Fi resltey apwatgi owml ar
i mme Asemunc h of the rur al Sovideetc i Umdite@end, year s
count rTyhsei cceoonscr i ptamec aofafytouamgi mains by warr.i
southern Ukraine of these valuabl e Trhesour ces
destruction of ethnic German settl ements and
production andppradampidnadi®'edcainddei ng t he prec
year $ he Bl ack Sea Germans had made t hemsel ve
regi me. As onetime staunch supporters of th
Ger man mi |l i taaardy fasnsailstyamcse,al | i es of the Whi
had, at every opportunitybavowedwoppbekentbkot
authorities routinely | abel etdhnliocc ade aestahnn inte nGC
coumtetvwot i onaries and ordered theiThasrmeve ¢
exacethaetddficit of Vat&mdeunsehei meadi acohe

in thé& reachindc Ger man communi ti es.

“Fl ei schiheaulerut sche b 8iFMm9Zarenreich
190 b j5d7.8,
YWsheil a FSttalpiantdasi chkeeasant s: Resi stlaangcee aafntde rSur vi v

Col |l ect(iNegw avtoirokn:. Oxf orld P@mdi versity Press,
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Despite their nicondues i oviidhs Seoariley e ul e, t |
benefited from certain policies that the Sov
contrast to Warr [Ciomonasnnsmegundsitsons, the Ne

(NEP)begun in 18P1Gespprenankietrtsed ilnomict ed space fc

agrcul tur al oprreodiuncptorotnant IM, Soviet nationald]
t ypi fk cerde nbiyznaattsiiviiaz at i on) , endowed the Bl ack
cul tftureetfa mkhee tVvol ga Ger mans, whom the Soviet

Autonomous Sovieitn Sbe2 e i BtaRlepbddi Ger mans r
admini stratiivred eapmadn d d mogeu i idtpirsdowit Ihedg end W& r & s ae
regime hadodpnidedi nget ' LPicrast Vo kisd eWwa rs.c he
these measures was tepid at best. Not only
more | imited than they ,habdutbtelernaoloacheri bhhehes
anitlei gi oust maasuhesSovi et rheagd niei tltaltee ra p pnepale

area et hn%¥c Ger mans.

For the Black Sea Germans, mass expropri a
1930s. Beginni ngOti,me t 3@v iwe tnJtoeseegfio ret,1addiot hn o w
2gsee Ter rTyheManftfiim,mati ve Action Empire: Nations ar

192238339t haca, NY: Coranteip 1 University Press,

%0n vVhlega Ger mams ABbwvnem Sociali stNReeptubldica see
avtonomiia 1&4{\oargaet:ovl:918zdvo SdrIft2ovskogo universite

“0on Soviet repression of ethnic German clergy dur
protiv liukatahslkihlel ki khji swvi 8SNsaBkhagznannonsyliy znhairtoedl: po ma
konferentsi.i ifRepressii protiv rossiiskikh nemtsev v
poljd,edk L. Shcherbakovh9®P 9 Moscow: Zvenodi a,

Lingucsautonomy was also problematic because Sovi

l'ingua franca for the countrybés German minority. Sov
objected to this i mpoMadkhliTiheg Gieg tmamn su roif € b dmd ¢6Sp:v i eltr iUr
Rout | 20dpIel,
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squarely at the hel m, pursued an I nWkinlse pol
| ocal Soviheaidma U te memeatsedd eme a s u rtehse ghva pihnatzeanr sdil fyi,
Al l eged wealthy far merisf,i ékdn baaskaScpevd epr copf & ri tcyi a
confiscation, afwastie ahe SGepoetariegnme did
speakers as an ethnic minority, d&heiksutlcarkiiczaltli
economical Vgl gsddDéesphee accounting for only
regs omopul ation, ethnic Gerfimanhn&REins tfiitqurea
particularly striking, given thhpe&aceineét ot a
the cumeay houmeetlialedls cat egd®fliizkae i man ya so fk utl tae

noGer man neadge bBlrsgk thea Ger mans who survive

themselves compell ed to surrendfenr itnhneeidri aptreo p
consequekuaoakabkizdti on and collectivization wa
out put coupled with increased state grain re

portions of Ukraijd adnighien ¢ i ¥ @ B2eaécnedd n@®33 t he
r e g@poonp u | '®Wh othtree f ami ne was particusautlyersmve
Ukr @&iOdessada owhase most Bl ackalSear d%hmmans | i v

response to perceived r isradblodtraegecabecmd etancegian

As Fitzpatrick notes, Soviet officials |labeled i
simply bec-acepromicsokadtsal i rFést ZRBaaoraskdels, LyRPeoaes a/ntol a,
Rebels under Stalin: Collectivi(zMaw oYo raknid CGxhfeo rGlu | tnui rve
Pr els®) 6

68 4y c hs weil lkesrd,eut schel2i2n der Ukrai ne

WEjitzpatalichkdos29Peasant s

108 pbicdr 6
®prrioto the Second World War, Odessa oblastd was
the Bug River. Today, much of this region falls with
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intensified repressi VeAlmemmoswghe,s duwr itrhge tchoal ne
Soviet authorities did not tnarngoerti ttyh ea nBl ancaki
much of & hceulgtrworugpl and admini skrad nee i ndepe
Vol ksdeut sch@er makhe, atelat nome full brunt of
I n the | atter half odfartgleatuetldd 808 , Uk hai BS® Vi
Vol ksdeutsche as a sU$specthiét hmmredd micn edlo iy étr
nationalities policy. Despi t egreaanrtliinegr eetfhfnoir
minorities extensive cul tural anhthel Soguiestic
regi me became concerned abbati bhse potpnbojact
capitalist influence within the Soviet Union
other minority groups, such as Finns, Pol es,
particulfaar pS owil etml aunteh dr9i2t9i,eds n t he midst of
Soviet agricultural policies, thousands of 'V
in Moscow and demanded assistance i n obtaini
the condi tisguek eorfs Genr mmahne Sovi et Union precip
engagement with the issBe camed( BmeNfoar mat noNe
t aitdhe co® uVidIrkys d'eSwtvi ehchhaeatbhese initiatives
inserin Gefmaence into internal Soviet affair
ane¢ o mmuha sit apsasrutnyed power i n Ger many.
Beginning in 1935, the Soviet regime bega

mi norities®alwersdg edlmda®diomealer | expanded the bor

) pi7der 9

MMar tAifij rmati ve, 3A8200n Empire
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t he areeeahni cally Polish and Ger nhaeenc dsgeeicd ant s
set dalleornsg i dvbm Sovi et asehbdbritoiebehandgion a
ear f?iBgr .19363utSlhooriietti es had déteeorrrisietdorryoughl vy
Vol ksdewot Cemé¢'Pmad tAlsé aBl ack Sea Germans fell
border zone, they weathered this initial wayv
Soviet cafrftiadil ®elds Ger manophone administrative
eventually -eadgngg6&eedanaati on by t'He eve of
Soviet author i-Garemam amegasdu ruegps achurii BB .t he Gr e
| nspitrde di nbfyaknbD sdecree 00447, in early 1938 t
Soviet security apparatus to take repressive
i ncl udi nsgp eGeefPetasnr oughly the same time, | ocal
Odses a @hbldested t he deportation of some 5,000
suspecBedi ant'®Blyi vtihtei sssmmerevbrdadédet hni c
di scrimination that the Black Sea Ger mans ha
Fist Worl d rwad tummdleacsalo Vol ksdeutsche their i
under Soviet rule

A Changing of the Guard294IThe Violent

The beginning of Operation Barbarossa has

Y2 hi d.Nat3a8I0i.ja Rublova, fDie Deuts-tB88Dbeider sow
ivol ksdeutschen in Pol en, Frankreich, Uerdaenzwynd der
Kochanowski and Mai ke S20RBB8DBnabr ¢ck: Fibre Verl ag,

"3Br own ,Bi ographyl &G0 No Pl ace

YMar tAifriji rmati ve,388tion Empire

Y81 b i3aB.7,

18| p i3aB.6,
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i ngUiManyesear cherfsohwastetder obyhuttlay i ty of the G
into Soviet territory and the role of Ger man
residents, and especi@l|l bpedied§Umudinlt hwaryy, hree
however, vsecahreddaymd hieal ext ent t o which the | océ:
the hands of both retreati tdES@miritng@ndi alde m
that both Soviet and Ger man autbhorel atisviune e
mini mze the unique intentionality with whic
particularly Jews,nifog moe deirol e Reetcleamme gyx afr
reconstxpetr itemees of |iofciadalrleyi @temnisg G@eardman
l eading up to ®8oaderkaeamhbddsS&eRt ember

The German invasion of the Soviet Union c
completely off Dbalance. Duri nan tBlei tfta krsite gno
highly effective against often poorly organi
Romani an sweep through southern Uk® ai ne was
determination to capture OdessaawdierbBotoitr o@Ger n
taking the city wuntil the end of October 194
Transnistria |l asted a matter of weeks. Whi |

and Romanian forces wrested cogtRibY®mf much

"see, for example, Geoffrey Megargeeds work on th
War of Annihilation

"85ee, for exanipllhee, Muiredteer oFohlk,r ai neds Jews und G
and in the Reich Cbmeni Ssaah atn Ulk mainee 0 Hinsetdosr.y, Test
Ray Brandon and Wendy Lower, (Bl oomi-h@t on, I N: I ndi an

"As Karel Berkhoff has observed, the Red Army and
retreating army as it withdrew from muah veefstUkrfai ne ¢
Despad3id

56



Sovietbyonhe oénldd dof August

Bet ween the outbreak o mhetsteadt tiires|l atna 3
August 1941, Soviet authorities sought first
Romani an onsnl auwg hetvaaec®daitéeeh e agr i cul tural equi
residents & oi rnmtheer icoruunt rlyi ke their tsarist pr
Army and NKVD suspected that area Vol ksdeut s
column aeddupamppressi ve me asspueaef8Bmgyian misng | oc

shortly after the start of the German offens

Ger man men into forced | abor squads and assi
f o rctait fffoWWhsen it became apparent to Soviet con
to stop the German and Romanian thrust into
forcesstsrtiappgéerdgountryside of |iveédsockernnd a:
authorities placed speci al emphamachiomemy mov

from the Machine Tractor St&®tcousrtinsabdeeppe
scorched earth policy appears $loavhavaeandbekraws

who correctly anticipated their dire fate un

20) ohwa,t i onalizing ,t7Th2e Russian Empire

YInussage von J. G., NovembeAu2$6agaoeaén BALF. BlEa@vV
1963, BAL, B162/ 2381, ABQGUGSARAISRIRADM2n ABssage von R.
Oct o3blé 62 BAILG2/BAB01

20n Soviuetiewaof |ivestock, see Aussage von A. T.
On Soviet evacuation of agricultural machi nery, see Z
1961BALG2/BA2ADO

BZz7zeugenschaftliche AMgrag# 8 2 B 41Lev0/B2LAB6 S . |

Zeugenschaftliche Ver nehMu/nZIBB® nZ elu.g eR.s,c hna.fdt.l,i cBhreL ,VeB |
D., Audd 9$LBALG2/BABEH6
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int é&tToort.ransport |ivestock, agricultural ma
River, Soviet authowmittsicere tmemned Utso nigo @aa le aVao
Sshutt!l eeqauniipmagimstd r ef ugees away from advancin
accomplished two tasks simultaneously. [t n
i mportant r esourecdest,o bruetmoivte al sga opurpo mihsat hi
demonda rwaitlel i ngness to coll aborate with inva

Shortly before enemy forces reached the a
Ger man men frsomttelee toaygaessneortihlee ri | ocal i ti es t
evacuati ol Stormen ap erat Yol ksdeut sche anticipat e
mean per manent relocation to the Soviet inte
countryside to awdiMostheetGemintanGd rnmamd emesn, h
Soviet reprisals and mustered for transport
southern Ukraine for the Bugc ®Rmlvetr mdmmaftdry
can be reconstarustatemeamsposhe evacuati on w
Whil e Soviet authorities ordered ethnic Gern
refugees across the Bug, there was no rai.l (o
|l ivestoickulbrumagl equi pment. Many area Vol ks

driving theieshitm@acmaalsi rmend itrhra futile and wu

“Aussage von O. B., November 13¢0n1A62E. BANovV 8miser
1962BALG2/BABR1

Aussage von2HM.9612.BAILA QR BABK?2

®pAussageB.vionJuwH.y 7, 1962, BAL, . B1l1A2xy230096924. BARAy
B162/ 2302, 187.
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outrun German amd Romanian forces.

The evacuation was pcedsstably Owiggptaoti

speeddrhhovmsei vili an temcadtthenrSooavamspomnt €r i
relocation of |ivestock and agricul tural e qu
gl acial pace, wawvama&in nigeGersnacncens dfidlary Adit
transports and freed their | mpeieslsend fdredeors
taken .PhAifssoemmerl i beration, German soldiers or

drivers towitédt daheimome vest ocka atnrde la gthh &tol t ur
sever a? Awechlosu.gh the rapidity of the German
from deportation to the Soviet interior, Sov
por oif om hé& rpeogiudmti on and economic infrastru

area ethnic Germa'®Tinémn dedhirndatt e loifne&/sl ksde

particularly heavily on Bl ack Seay efr mahneicron
adult males to earlier Soviet arrests and de

YpProtokol dopr ols8, /1 Fled, |-BV&GHNUMAMVMARGRB8E&5279, PBo50ko
doprosa / Renner Yakov Yako3v8.cOhl8 MMa yR ekeBl s s7499, ¢ 83y60906S. A MM E
November 19, 1962, BAL, B162/ 2301, 152. Adfdbage von
Aussage von 219§4BADG2/BBERCT3 Aussage VvoMmM9IB2BRL, August
B162/,5302Aussage 30l ANI.BAL G2 /BABBE Aussage vors N. R. , N

1964BALG2/BDI03

BAussage vouremil8rBS62BRNWG2/BAPOIN Aussage vdHn P. K.,
1962BALG62/BAD®R®2 Zeugenschaftliche 1296¢%&BALNYBAADS. , De
Zeugenschaftliche Vel glehenPuBhAJL6WVdBRLBIHBLED. , August

YAgsage von N. A., June 3Degudersich BfAtLl, i BH e 2V e2r3nesh,
D., A4 9$2 BALG2/BADBE6

)1 n October 1941, Soviet authorities estimated th
sout hern Ulkreaipmre vd wruisn gs utmme r . Their wultimate desti n.

Kazakhstan, Moy dlriead &mdf@hidnaredg oVitcttdro nHe rSdbtn,d ee &9 .e,d
Arbeitsar mee: Deut sche inCadleoglregwjWidagwsreinacre hlag4 1 ulnids P
98Warti me German estimates pegged the number of Vol ks
during the summ&usafimmeast edt ungs500@er aufgebauten Kkulf
Sonder koRmmanua od d, 7/ 3NA RAS,2HBDT7 6 7
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speakers that their days wunder Soviet rule w
souther®éd Wkt asdeutsche hadtneVvewhbbesdl| ehdenp
from the region. Their experiences during t
highlighted to the Bl ack Sea Germans the gri

into Soviet hands. whFore Ipaadeaelntet hmidc f Gairgrhan s

Bol shevi ks during the Russian Civil War and
mul tigenerati onal decline, this final, Dbruta
them with | ittl emael tdearenatrirvesabutoft dGewenlamm f o1

Early encounters between the Wehr macht an

been relatively benign. Not only had the Ge
men, who motghhay &i Bec ome mdrsmarfe CtenrtasaildeAsi a,
provided the first Iine of defense against F
Vol ksdeutsche settl ements. The Ger man ar my

safety of eommuiyGeesarnd ntgo pwarccaraf f t heir R

and stationing reserve units in he area to
Whil e the German El eventh Army, which was
the | ate summer of 1941, emnct ¢dctoend Romea i eatnh

sol diers also tapped manywctathe Vol kedenot sahiemb
Soviet regi me. During the 1920s and 1930s,
someti mes executle do pspuosnpeencttse do np otlhiet ibcaasi s of

|l ocal PP%eNsoivdemtist.h Ger man forces in control o

BliAngrBekat zungspoliti&@6éund Massenmord

¥Aussagel.v,onMal. 20, 1965, BAL, B162/2304, 67. Au
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ot her foot. Local Vol ksdeutsche, whose rel a
of ficials rproiokr ttheitrhe ewange by denouncing t
as communiPFromgeéhesexi sting records, it is
army had orders to pursue suspected communi s
appehaoowever, that initially individual Wehr m.
denunciations by carrying out summary execut
kil ometers nor(tMWMwesltafiofr) Mixlaompdaey an et hni c (
fl agged down a passing German tank and denoul
farm as a communist-eraspempoirblae¢ i omrs twhel Saall
member o®& thewtdnkmounted and shot the man «
eastWared.haps to systematize what had been al

denunci ati onsGehbe m@e F(eSnedopriod ti zFeiiel d Pol i ce)

i nvestigations into the complicitmgof iindivi
brutality, and particularly into the deport a
arrival of ®Gehrmowng foutseahsnidesar $ahe settl e

Wehr macht became a conduit forSoévwical eé¢dhpinme

carrying out dozens of executi¥ns of suspect

BAL, B162/A236a2gel¥%on E. E., May 3004 .daOrunc iBaAtLi, o B 1i6mR /t
Soviet Union during the Slt9a200isn 6asn d2&ldOs3anst,s see Fitzpatr

¥The significance of denunciation in southern Ukr
Rob6&et |Iast edayr | i eut fiitndiinmporatbance for Gestd@dpeoe operati
Gestapo and .German Society

BAussage von 1M1 9 4 B AIAGU2Y/BRD.B4
WAangrBekat zungspol i t2&F8 nd Massenmord

Aussage von A. T., 106c2/0BRO3 22, 1964, BAL, B
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The Weh® mafcthdrts were merely t&heefimont :alt
purge sout& eVYonl kUskdreautnsec he set t | edmernatcsi adf pol
enemMiaeproject that would consume the attent.
years to come. As German military forces pu
Ei nsatzgruppe D astshseeedirn e yp o s il tictlalil ¢ nveort t&ss.d €
Whereas the Wehrmacht responded to | ocal den
communi sts, Bi psatmagryugpeclhi on was$ treeapur ge
areas of suspected comAhugustslaagipadsEivesat Dgr
Ei nsatzkommandos swep& Bhranckglbeso telm enram @ loma
search of 1l ocal SoV¥Ad earlliadror We horrsa camtd wreiw
area Vol ksdeutsche were eagenl ttodmeeht Jéwsth
and gé&mnaei Gesman authorities. Neverthel ess,
| ocal residents to German forces area Vol ksd

individual compli&i tvy oil @nicleee SlEp estad zygliumpe

however, were uninterested in determining th
regi me for area ethnic Germans, | et alone fo
mi ssi on. Whereas | ocalc&ont ErtdtetioscBer manol fio
area residents who were complicit in prewar

f or mer Sovi et admini strators &Gnai m9d |bd oamd J

apparent to admangtbfchelGmygmamper Bditmn o assi s

BAussage von A. E., Novembel539, A®OHL3gdBALqgn BA.62F
16, 1964, BAL, B162/ D303Jul%¥3.21,AuLLHa/ge BVAdn MB.162/ 230
March 17, 1964, ABuAsle agBoln62A.23W.4,, Ok.t ober 18161962, BAL
AussageF.vvonMaty. 22, 1965, BAL, B162/2305, 131. Aussag
B162/23®A@sshpype. von E. A., August 18, 1964, ESt #at sar ct
Jull 964 BALG2/BAP®4 Aussage 240087BSt¥at shurcd v 90822M¢ nst er |,
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di sposi ng O6lmd ddistoshhevd &lt i mssi dents attempted to
t hey bheaddo hsedtp i n moti on. Prior to shooting
peri ogdnt adoktne doee h &lkforonfer Sovi etwhadmt hegtragar
as innocent of wr ofYldiok envgi suen,d ewh eSro viite tb e cud nee
ethnic Germans that Einsatzgruppe D had reso
Jewi sh famiheedegwbsth asapsoases, Vol kdidiewad che
racddemi |l i es, many et hnic Gerhmannd fon@dmmuonfi t i es |

t hor oiugthd yr at ed | ocal Jews f @i elcdiveesdSISr.om The

Einsatzgrlugp plea e wioaut hal consequences when Ge
subterfuge the following year. Whil e | ocal
initial German drive to root out the enemies

evitdenmany | ocal Vol ksdeut schae fathtseam pziiger du popfet
murder dJd®Bmpaign.

Ei nsatzgruppe D targeted not onltyhat far n
with mddstchVol ksdeut sche appeadededomf dotr ambbé
violence into the region that had not been s
War a generation earlier. & Wirtuh atthe eeaxecapgt itd
region during the pmeeethiang bweakdur 8avuiceaat v iz
open secret, typically obscwrmudr derooupl awae
through the area during the summer of 1941 w

Vol ksdeutsche setstlogm&Enin@G aErgsmpmpleE® Bbmandos t

¥zeugenschaftl vothe WernBadmemiger 29, 1MbBslsadAlL, Bl
vonEA, November 19, 19433 BAL, B162/2301, 152

¥see chapter three for a detailed discussion of t
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established a temporary | ocal command post a
about the i dentifies of Soviet agents and Je
denunciPtpiomntsidgnng their t&rpersonBiehsatrzgs
all eged Jews and communi sts and detained the
received orders to dig trenches at the edge
victimadbaehorag easTf,waarnd .et hAsi cAnGeornman fr om
ShyrokoglsamevIib® kil omet er sl antoerrt hdweessctr iobfe dN ioknoe
Ei nsatzko@gmkndbi @8 operations:

An SD wunit of approxi matled yer2d onfe NAwagusgtve

remained there at most 10 days. . . . T
including an elderly | ocal Jewish woman a
Lan&Gauetirement home. The580oméei egst bokt
sout hwest of LRowrdder.ed SWi. Mi. ievip @Mady 0 LJ ohann
and | to dig a pit the size of a doubl e g
ti me we heard the shots fbBthd. coBehmaa fh
the retirement home had arrived. We f oun

0

Jews tfhreetmi r e ment Homevnomwagomornoe the pit.

after the shots wéré fwase oo EDE haemsonn
ordered us t¥ cover the grave.

I n a pattern that repeated itsé&l perBooamgh so

gunnedardewawsni dents whom they had identified a

within plain sulgahtti oonf. t hlen |soocnael @pnospt ah ¢ e e v e B

posted signs iammahtintceymtgsavdi*fmutred ®eped.i ng of we

German rule in southern Ukraine | eft area Vo

regeés mdesinte dtoovnhwnd murder Jews and suspect

e von J. H., April 1, 1964, BAL, B162/ 2304
303, M70. MIASUGsISBaAGLE 2 VRS .

“IAussagle Vion 2Qlck fodbBAlLG 2 /BBILO 3

“Aussage von JA519M.2,BADG 2 BAAFO
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of

Conclusion
Einsatz@rpeppep®tetic mass murder campaign

a minority whose position in the region h

twenti etyh cAsttuhe beneficiaries of the struc

es

pr
Ci

Bl

of

Ge

be

t h

t h

So

tablished at the beginning of the nineteen
New Russia, the Black Sea Gecromagumis chtaido ma i
southern Ukraine and a | arge measure of ¢
ginning of tReafihreg tunWerl lid bWarp.e gk ohgt mi B o

ong t®&depEmpiphery, tsari saproddsicvenl med sowrke s

ea Vol ksdeutsche during the first years of

ovisional Governmnbraetl bheuf@at man af mgou
ovided temporary rel i elfut itohne aOicdt osbuebrs elg9ule7n
vil War Dbrought new chall enges. Having si
ack Sea Germans were |l eft to reap the whir
cal authoritiesitalganeadct e m ppopseimeaa sad playlr
i sleayhanli ¢ mi nority. Stripped of their prop:
the remnants of their historical I inguist

]

mans cabred tiatgpwteewd dty pBetowedm tiMWed lend of J
ginning of September 1941, both retreating
e Black Sea Germans to a | evel of violence
atdthraidng t he past thirty years, experience
| | ectfiavmiamal,i obhe full brunt ofWhtehne Sovi et s

nderkommando R arrived &® nwitthhed rhaeeved Is iorf earn
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Septembet L18d4t2d Ger manophone encl aves whose

men had been deported, whose |livestock and a
and whose Jews and former | ocal | eaders had

Al t houlgehg atchye of Soviet interwar policies
Operati on®Bapbarogsmont hs was not the ideal
| auneRB | kpdirsocchect , this history prepared area
waysr.st ,Fimost | ocal ethnic Germheygy mnowdsrged t

bable to return to theilAm pmewabefowi gopexigei
St ail mimfei nal weeks of Solvoedl pvYoMelag ddb itsmpeb e e g i
of what they coul d d&rotoinei pantdeos niSowh eyic wet ea s
their experiences during the 1920s and 1930s
and expropriation, butitheomwmmohetaes Hepbdhea
and the destruttien oBSeedcrhwadth wthige oWe hr mac ht

Einsatzgruppe D had taught them two valuabl e
the one hand, inllcynpoaisti ve® ¢hpenri geaes awi t
generati oneaeaopbluwmietely sGemrihamlf orces i1l lustrate
intensity of the Nazi ca®mpaiagnatoaeldi mohat ec
from | ocal man haommGni ti es. Within the conte
Vol ksdeut sche realized how easily they could
hand, preliminary Nazi moves against Jews an
dege t o which | dedlparpesithentspeaxcadlidc contour s
While the events of the preceding months | ef

embrace their German occupiers asr ealei natly v
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that their status in the new order would dep

recent | Geraman voevder | or ds.
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CHAPTER Il : ORDINARY NAZIS AND ORDINARY MEN: HIMMLER & AGENTS

OF GERMANIZATION AND GENOCIDE IN TRANSNISTRIA

| nelFruary 1962, West Ger make tpsodah dremyioetr er v
of the Vol ksdeutsche sett!| @amecnamnia f8dBetrenf el d.
Hauptsturmf¢sghrer FBHOGebhlt aiPmetthise hBv@rl di,c hk o mman

P[ achschavoll il {a*MahsiGlosts chui p refl ected Vol ksde

with t®@eh¥aMiy hand during the occupation, it
Sonder kommapnedros oRnnel i n shaping ethnic Ger ma
spear headoicnagu stthei nHotlhe r egi on. With few oth
stationed in Tr@nsmdsetlimags Hemjfoegegeran unpar

conceive and i mpl&e npelnan st hfeo rT harreda Rwoilckhs deut s
cont ouer sV@&MvivValhk sdeut sche policy in Transni st
Germans whom Hi mml e fio c htatbeyeesdp awii d rhs miaekri énfge r e
théoyr di nadowytmehi ttl e attachmentNatoi drhaslt Nd@di e
fber s eBles frokrerwhom particip@tponjentshef Thiarc

revol uti on-sedfilte @atcchdnecheaepg o t*he Nazi worl dvi

“WAussageF.vyonFedbruary 23, 1962, BAL, B162/2291, 66

Vol ksdeut scher Oscar W. sympathized witheBereich
as a somewhat pitiful former taxi driver Awhsos ahgaed | oi r
von O. W , November 19, 1964, BAL, B162/ 2303, 169. C
Aussage von G. K.BAIStEpR e2ZB®2 18, 1963,



This chapter aims to understand the men a
policy irni aTraannds nuilstti mat el y catalyzed et hnic
thereby creating a pr oso\WWiotghaaypttay to fmeSomdereko
200 to 300 German men and women whom the VoM
i mpossi Inlsd rtuctr emano exhaustive c®| $ebordenai e:
Nevertheless, a mass of i dRatsdadd abl e warti me
Siedlungé6RacetamdMESiOF f i emewwtr RUSHA) marri age
i ndi vidualn erndtnurcalGezatai on records, and the

that former membet bemfaviehmiobintihee West Ger man

1960s and 1970csobkemiit vod kienbeg rubnpgdy. These r
potrait of an exceptionally if not wuniquely
|l ife experiences, educational backgrounds, p
and | ev&lesniafi santviari ed dramatically.

Not wit hst ainfdfi mrgen hees,e tdwo cl ear patterns

un® tl eadership corps and professional staff
National Socialism t& anamk d eS opned esroknonnenha n d oA | F
Vo Mi dmawagesi al and professional staff fron

Vol ks déeuxtpatrhbeset h nifrce sGagtf tmlaewr €ast ern Europe, t
undi st iNagzuii éphieeddt fydtgoh tfeernsa,l e me daondl cNprzeéessi o
parot ygani zers, a commitment to the National S
together. By contrast, Sonderkommando R fil
Cor Mati{(onal sozi al i otri SNSHKe&K ) Krpaefrtsfoammredigr pvsh ot

exXx hi briothga isdteol ogi tNalkzi sonmmi Smeonhdt odespite i
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Sonderkommando R maintained a surprising deg

in the field. Al t hough iGns88 miudaetaedde r shi pal r
corps and its oDunilsorcdiemata dmrganii Dat iwi t hi n S
particularly in its regional headquarters 1in

in rur al ar eiatss mwérpeemmeldt amfdn tmue h&d & St he |
and NSKK personnel had pareacl pategdgopabat hen
fr eset tol emEassern Europe. This established
facilitated interactions between hmembert reo fal
high proportion of Ger man women®&i midhhel uRnS t
| eaders to pursue romantic relatienships in

created whatasomne scc h daibcalrarne @ct ey ya e jnei nschal

which blaumsedtiuni emal tensions and strengt he
Sonder konmfMandwaR thus accident, rather than
Sonder kommando R, a wuniets , f rtaou gfhutn cbtyi oma.ni f ol d

Scholars of the Holocaust have dlacmrdg tpr @ab e
much | esseGerentattcnésatr geodnwi th i mpl e@nemurn chgr ¢ lhe
policies to und¥rAut @bd otgh aiprh i dewsihla wpieiommpel di cbayt el

Germans | i ke Dr. Hans Frank and Rudol f H® s s,

Gudrun dmwarFz,au an Seiner -SeppengEmeinacéamfin I
(Hambur g: HambaPger Edition,

4Bji ographies of Vol ksdeutsche perpetrators from
recent atctheor tairdny. Dean, ASoviet Ethnic Germans and t
Ukrainda9429%41Lower, AHi tl er s fAGarden of Edenodo i n Ukr
Hol ocau44; 01Bdilc C. St ei nhanritk,i :f TIhaec kCViRednikerd ebrennt Soafwhielert a w
t he HolHooclaoucsatu,sét and 2@e rA@cOiPDBe3-B6.2u dHers recent research
Ger man perpetrators from the Soviet Union see Pohl , f
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per pet*Tmitooreseri ng research by Hannah Arendt
bi ographical analysis of mas'®Amohéeeméws at o e
sidelined by soci al hi st ordtewsdiod&drhmanm ha gean &
involved in the Final Solution during the 189
Hol ocaust perpetrators has eandjédRedentreaeseacs
has produced i mpressive collective ®&iographi
machinery of pers®cution and destruction.
This vein of research has yielded sever al
t he imetpeorafa bi ographical wvariables i n&expl ai
guantitative analysis of Holocaust pé&rpetrat
murderers originated disproporti oinatodryf Ifirotn
prior to the ®Bs8cmhndawby| &dMWa tuale/l oWi Itchte Rei ct
Mai n ®Rfeicdssi che,/ RBHA)S ma dp teavratl bil eqgdaplsi pali |

factsarcdhr as a high | evel oft updaerntti, cpiopl a@ix @hsai m |

“Hansatk,s Diensttagebuch des Deutsc-h®ge5dGener al
Werner Pr2&ag and Wol fgang Jac-Absmegbkt, ($9 @ bojngnaaRtuddaonx &
of Auschwitz: The Autloshti(o&ldeavpeya nttib,r Rd1®PM®d . HEe s s,

got
uH$

“8Ar erEdtc,hmann i;6i 0 auSwetoeniyhat Darkness: An Examin
(New York: VIigmB3age Books,

Ypeter MErnBltakKlka,l tenbrunner, | dedlPagincalt o®igl dNiJer ¢
Pri mcditnd ver sity Press,Thle9 84 )c;hiRiexcharod BEseeniotcmare,: Hi mn
Sol utNeowm Yor k: Knopf, BOOdmi;ngakiidhaermrsm:r aRet, hi nki ng t|
Tri al of a & DeG&mbvruirdlee ,erM2BA07) DbaUCBrchPH®Bs mgmtaphi sch
Studien ¢ber Radi kal i smus, -1%&IBtoannns: ¢ hla uHu. "Wk d Wri d t \de, r n1udnof
Hus stbeny,dr i ch eRi n@P aoilsut iPoenr r i n, HeIi0Mr)ei cPhe tHirmniloenrg:e rBic
(Munich: 26p8dl er,

'Robert JTatye LNa&zionQoctors: Medical Ki(INeiwvngroarkd t h
Basic Books, I nEli t1 4886 ), BWibé &hg Wioamz e ntSIS&af oDisechager
Ei chavBmm®egdeokds of Evil

“IMi chael Mann, fAWere the Perpetrators of Genocide
Fifteen Hundrhal Bdowstapadn k $FOMBE@COi PBeA-B5t udi es
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perpetrat™8ebehdyibon |ight of this research,
more nuanced continuum of Holocaust perpetra
l'ittl e particul arc6a fmfuirdietry ufso ra gtemel aT hainrdd wRei:
the Final Solution is best explained by spec
crimes mMWeflltantsehassupgeceded and®often survi

Recent col |l ect i veu sbti opge rapenti reast corfs Hmwod wec f o
Rei& hpr of ®®rs0 oimdad ihree’' s t han on case studies of
units tasked with carrying out the Holocaust
heart ofmatche nBayi oobudestr petrihaps unwi ttingl:
fairly homogenous groups of thoroughly Nazif
diversity of Holocaust perpetrators,vessever al
and careers of perpetrators who operated bey
appafawhisl.e this recent trend has p&sovided a
executioners, recent schol ar sthhg dalsl edcctvion e d
bi ographies of German police and military wun
how biographical fact'Udscbphfloencoefdbiuoigr agpep

Sonder kommapnedros oRfnel i n Transnissichi @ ai ms to

2Wi l@deneration des Unbedingten

¥FEor discessiuoneon shate ®f etAPserBseawniShoabde Pal
Al deol ogy, Culture, H®il tocatuisan PeampetbDiatmo si tain@nt he Gr
Killing. o

¥KhuMi chael Mall mann aknadr rGeerrheanr ddrera iGewadl o .z, al i st
Ta2terbi dpraamsiteardt : Wi ssens@lodfdt | i che Buchgesell scha
A notable recent exception to this trend is Wait
Wehr macht wunit in the Holdecau#t PanBeor 8 giblég€bmpanmgog
of the Jews of Peregrthdmaee nQi g4 hayyB8iWpwoy adosi miak &r a
examine group dynamics i n RBasewn@edgOnarey Mehi ce Batt al
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Sonder kommando R

Prior to reconstruxtcwmlgl Sotnidee o imong malumeh \R,
mp o sniutbteonrunder st ood within the context of |
gani zational anteceR® nder.sonmel Swerde r &lomaonra
cause the SS created the unit for a unique
t hecoGeumaerd Soviet Union, Sonder kommando
rman units involcaedei ntt wasHplao¢tawst nlee t he
i ce. This speci al mi ssion had two pri mar
nted and could assign to the wunit. First,
mber s ofcutrhiet yNaazpipasreat us i n Sonder kommando
personnel who could succor area ethnic Ge
propriate National Socialist i1ideological [
rsonmpelacwiiclal and theoreticali necxlpuedriinegnc e i
achers, doctors, Red Cr oMdazinogxegrateyy zand . doz
cond,® thhpewinalti zed purpose | imited the per
vbbet he enterprise. Sonder kommand® R had
nesis, there was |l ittle reason to suspect
vi etéd Ulne vosn. Whead&dinomlr & 0o riamaacireleoapt R ionng 11n9 4sl ,
rmany had not yet decided to murder Sovi et
rder of t ke JRowvsi etxi Wriieadn in | ate spring 19:

rman authorities and, ime TRamBmMiasnwoughl tyhe

*The ohogy of the origins of the Final Solution i
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the time at which the Thagead Rrea <éhr biegtan ared |
enemy prisoners d&dd wraoj] ¢ ot muo dehi dewtshe Nazi
infinitely greater resowprnmrdeédd herydvodMs sihgqued | iim
pickings for SYmMdemkemmapdo Ri mpl Rout aaf Sond
his back pocket

Whil e the VoMi cobbled Sonder kommando R t
could scrape toget hedeutifste ke tede aenmpeanittgsn sedarnl i e
Eastern Europe for both i nspir aRiibobne natnrdo pp ePras
Hi tl er charged Hi mmler, ifnorhi$t rcearpgatch enyi mg o
Germandwmt h the taskteo®theeliocianhgngnVohksdeast
newly defined Sovi efti mgpdrepcr aotbe d n@Gd runeanbcoer it eos
occupi edAsPoloaredd. in hhe potrogucbdohenhijtuted a
from the Gemph®idlsipaitees, whi ch sought to main
communities in Eastern Europe to secure infl
removal as necessary both to avoid conflict

against wramad Bramae and to preserve what th

Absent new records that would suggest other wise, Br ov
mur der Sovi eldtulJye wilr94 1i na pnpi eda rhe r p IRa u HihbelweQir n g hnrsi sotfo pt h e
Solution: The Evolution of-Maazh (11®4w2 aUmni Rreelrisd yt,y Sef p tNeer
Prexxspali4

“"Mi déilged reservists
Br ownOrndgi,nary Glemman aut

were the primary ddmmngrlaplhi c
horit

facility Snedezt ekt ulBlliamk, AD
g9
e

ies recruited some 5,000
Trawni&r d AParnievi® | kkredr ndoired i
an den Juden in Gedilé®ded er Mesiealt @OdAdabrgck: Fibr e
35Dieter Pohl - M2mbhiee Tmawei ki chtuhgINEgena| Bhlezecschadt
Beitr2ge zur historischen Foperdsicfhruendg Gontdt waulrd ts,t i Ndsocrhbeenr
Peter Klein, vol . 1-u,ndP ubllidkuantgiscsmn ¢ n-kKtoee fHaGesd zdref B eWalninrs:
Editi onh He20@28Pav2d8 Al an Rich, fAReinhardds Footsol die
I nvestigative R&emedmbdeas ngodmeced he iFuture: ,eThe Hol oc:
John K. Roth and EIli za(bMNdw Ywarxkve |Hal gvrodv.e,1,2 020 lv)ol s.
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building blocks needed to B8remariene fahhe dl®® ¢
fall 1940, Hi mml er charged the Vo Mi with rel
Vol ksdeuthsec hBea Iftrioom tVol hyni a and Podol i a, an
to the Greater German Reich and especially t
fr eset 6Udreintesn,t which by 1940 numbered more tha
Sonder k oRnnfainldloed its personnel needs in two
Vol k s d éruet ssecthba cetmeonnts p/rodwii diedt hédeor gani zati on
it |l ater appli edntaanedogndarilgemmanxdead Rnits of
SSrponnel deployed to the East to take char
depl oyments, whliedh alldi mmigdd yr sgamve $ if al cast af
expert personnel. Sonder kommando R was thus
of earolricdhre s33 ated popul ation transfers from
Sonder komamasbo LRader s

An examination o6 S$Sermderlkdmmardo pRBR under
personnel continuities with earloR@&gr YyoMi ope
ideol ogical commitment to the Nazi cause. F
entrusted Sonderkomman@omRstremaigmatomrce odff it
the fact that Hoff meyer commit toevd eduif @irce ssh
Romania in August 1944, he was one of the fe
have been questioned by German or Soviet off
Hof f meyer, however, paints t hteh gsoSarnakist. o fB oa

in Posen (Pozna@® yoautl® O0@dBr,edHoddend yeer vi ce i n

B8 umakismml er 6s,1/%Wxi |l i aries
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not association witf At hei xnheéeen wa H oFfried ékgoartp se i
Grenzschhtee OBdor ps Banrdd esre rRvaetdr onli tEha stth)e uni t
1919. The foll owing year, upot ahelasd lemgl t he
Hel meentd remained a member d¥ that organizat:i
Hof fneeyaeati vities during dcddare bDatenllY 2@asr ta
reconstructed due to the fragmentary documen
file, Hoff meySetrurjnoa bntedlit la uhmiy NS red®ls ) 192 7.
Hof f nie ywirf e | ater testifiedethasewbkbenyeheg mn
was working as a managé@éBumorD®Out TClreagd®@s to®b e
the Ger Mfahh&aisndor por at Vv Dlnkoadgcatinti izsa tii mtne rumalre r
VoMi adgitshmg-1Mi3dds presenthedamModrntme®eri ntid t h
embraced. To advertise his National Sociald9i
Hof fmeyer | i kely embellished a deWNaizliegapeéewys
membership datingibhagdknteol?29837] etAecot hat hi
commander submitted ©»xGahbf €t bNeaddzdic hpeaarHtays ) Pr u s
Hof f nie yaelrl eged [fisupte cuinasbfSesce df & nedde emaut red t hat |
membership remason ohhtt Hefbmeker would not |

asked to t®shietynweirnocomot. Kbcht Oopyndohkpéef mey

9ss Offizier Akte HonmRs238 48 65180891e3r7,6 NARA, RG

%0 b i1a3.7,7
¥l bi d.
¥Aussage A. H., AprikR»mWB, 1966, BAL, B 16

B8ss oOffizier Akte Horst Hof f-ImeyAr,1NARA, IRG R4, e
of Hoffmeyer és personnel file, Lumans hypothesizes tF
with Her mann Behr dmey ed @dmo iBDt meatmBemthé pds, AluGnialnis@ h a € «
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uncl ear. & hcefrfsmmenyneerl f il e i ndicates, however,
Nazi upariylylMa37 and did not receive a'®™commiss
BaseWdoMin c kibefr g3 pWemnmfh ¢ h &l dtaeamnczh, 3, 1939
recommendwmhiiom i ndi c @&t esse rtvhiacte Hw ftfhmetyheer Vo Mi
request t o tirtanappeeartso&Gtthhaetd 8H6otfifome yiert o t he €
with the flow of career Vol ksdeutsche organi
Nazi apcaritvyiti es Y decade earlier.

Once in the&S®HpeHiodrf sneyaew mos teanihsm mag r at
March 1939 amMda Onetrebdmwoldod f melyfery emalvanced
from the-Unark safur $n$ ¢ hQbeerr ft'3diHm éhfamme yodr SBwed hi
success to two primary fabedr i msEifst hrdofgt
wartime service in boSB.thénVoOMit obred i1® 309helL
Hof f meyer to over sed tBhael triecs eGetrlneammesn ti no fR i Lgaat
compl etion of that dperLatrieorz trlree ofmomelnawidn ¢dorf
promotion, cadompti smamdi mg bdhasracter traits an
perfordffdrmcer that HesupeHdbbfmegemnted him s

arduous Voit ks d¢edbdpserrbaptyviod hsy niirm and Podol i a, w

the only reference to Ho
f

yerds fAspecial serviceso
secure a plum position [

i m i n iablnee,w bSUSt cuarrleiekre Ima.k
4ss Offizier Akte Hors238 48 8180Y1e3r7,7 NARA, RG

%5 bi1ld.1,5

%] b i18.7,6

187 pi1d3.9,4

77



some 135,000 Vol ksdeutsch-294%Irrn ntghe heurhmern ea
1940, Hoff meyefir espd ddfeemdhareadu ghley equal numbe
Germans from Bessar ab Tah ea n\o Mio rdtehl ei rgns t Beudk oi vni n
performance during this final operation and
its s9atees.completing his duties for the Vo
transferredSt mantdrd owskf fpeanambat operati dhs in
Al t hough Hoff meyer h-admmessednad affeservenn
Ger man ahrinsy combat experience undoubtedly be
hel ped t o ovemrrtsrhya didaw oh i'fSlad tayt e e

Second, forebhntowketrgek, ot here i s evidence
to Higmahetenti on. As Lumans notes, Hi mmler
Prz8myfoll owing the concl hynoa ahdWRMihodp ar. at
interviewed by the West Ger marn hpo leil odecersityo r t |
explained that Hifimml gr i biarg redsfifagesy emr.e n

investigation by West GermanSauontbhokshtnmasadboR

crimes and eager to conceal his own close re
%8 umakismml er 6s,1/0xi | i ari es
%% b i1d3.8,9

"Ger hard DMprl fZwgn,der Vol ks deutdsearh éBurcatuesq BBeenstsiar:a b i
Vol k und REIXEDL Verl ag,

Mss Offizier Akte Hors238 48 8189y1e3r9,9 NARA, RG
2] b i1d3.8,7
L umakismml er 6s,1MW22xi | i ari es

"Vernehmung von Werner Lorenz, NAD#8170.116, 1973, St
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exagger at edHotfhfenelyirenmelc €i on t o imadk afBai swmi mc
Hof f nie yreel ati onship with Hiaomleaerprapfpesagison al
than on a personal l evel. Surviving warti me
Hof f meyer support t&hiday oplcdnunsero,n.f o rHienxna neprl
bet ween the two men bet w¥aM tAudhset excek pbheé oan
year final meetd@ nBHve,n atewwl¥ieahmh Lorenz and Hof
Hi mml er at his Hochwald compound in East Pru
during &i tmmi s Yfoc Ukrrdiimeri oi ahl1942eBcept of
police radio traffic, it took Hoffmeyer four
with Hi mmMeAIl timou®hM2he nev@rciemdlee eaf Hii mmil ma
acquaintances, Hof f meyeye drasd,, panlhayyed ha Icaw
a Vol ksdeutsche or glhandened n$9 dflfaite @ifn t@an wdaar
for ethnic German affairs.

SObersturmfsghrer Dr.Kksabeor i abéeet duHo nfg

Vol k s d éruet ssecthbdel peenteantti ons and | aifere s®8cnudeé vleomma
of ficer in Transnistria, had a more typical,
"™Lorenz, for example, claimed that Hi mmler remove

subordinat ed SondkrhkeornemasnSPm | R Heagfhtelre 6SrS and Pol i ce Le
Vernehmung von Werner bkaremzy Mgmislt eXY 6, N1972783t ad02.

not exist for Transnistria, Hof f meyer reported direct
British radio decryptions of German pal iacde |readito ptamdf
under Lorenz6s command. During the evacuation of Tr e
Hof f meyer on the carpet for failing to report in and

of fi cesr arneg olrentefile rt haam PFnel i cll r adld&.de.sB WAL 6 HW4 @3¢ e

peter Witte, Uwe Lohal mpDemanbDi &Wosftgahgn8eheHe!l Br |
194 1(/H&@mbur g: 1CHBIL,5P8488398068©0.1

7| b i6kb.0,
18| p 5.4,
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a chemist and his wife vhl KEx&tdhv i Site mensdt iama se |
early adher ent mi®Ll iNeat iHorf & ImeS o i, p dwihs K ep rSei veebnet!
him from serving in the aBomsi tWemltdtWarmr, ghhd v
politics. AttaGkermgnhmimegi n |t &t @eyechditd | t he

Siebert took part in the afBRrettiuverikagp h ofmet sad

un® tdi ssolution i n Mar cGy nin9a2sOt,u dbiieesb earntd cpoanscsl
Abitur in 1922. After compaedi hgr mppgendi el
an agricultural science course in 1925, stud

Brestmall owing his initial studies in 1928,
practical agr i cutl tafrfal olreoxgpgemiairekndr e harnodu gshe t h e
sear@Grerafan ag¥Upohthie.return to K°nigsberg.
doctoral degree in #®gricultural science in 1

Unl i ke Hofriumekyyeri ni ti al comnmemmeSite it eor tNaw:
early Nazi activist and a career SD officer.
Siebert, as he | aterdescobiiedr opef £ hpercad
Car i nHehiinaani mu Kd g enhpd pulre&t e the region as a

bul wark against growing en’tRwrachanstinetast aryd 0 e i

ss Offizier Akte Klaus Si dB&Bt,, 48ARM . ARSE sa42, A3
Oct o3bpg ®6 3 St aat sarchb@9’/03M¢gnst er, Nr .

1801 b i4m.6,

BlAussage von K. S., October 307,3 1963, Staatsarchi
355 Offizier Akte KP4R3B4S3 UIBEEAS6 NARA, RG

B pid.

¥ bid.
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farm north of kKiadeSifabdr t tedvwabawl yhaiss itn gnea
and organiszicrd g nidaessttriplaen Mar ch 1932, Siebert
Kl agesnfIA tand, after offering his farm as a
rank -®tfurSmf®GSireefreparti ci pati on dnhias sec®nidn f
1934 against th@tf dbuscterdi dan mgawersimp across tt
and return®to Ger many.

His |livelihood martyred for the National
Ei chmann a year earl i eNgzis ofiagshstiy genmepd otyametnhe w
Mai ni dddaf pyiaammtB&E r Wii Inhel mstrasse in January 19
a commi s s ilbnnt earss taunr n§S;, hr er and sent for his
had remained | abori Ai®ySioed dihteii ri £lag i e haimne t i
the survei Naah opagmfnyi &@ivderons he next three an
Siebert saeardnead hi ng-Stt ue mbamkh fgthr®$% and sec!
the BBelpar tAharetlljuinsgpeci al i iznmngl il ogne mMtoevremale r
1939, &Sisepeearti ors seconded him to aid the Vo

tran®Asr Hof&megeond in command, Sié&bert toolk

BAussage von 3MW1L1963St ®at shechABY03Menster, Nr.
®ss oOffizier Akte KP4R3B84S3I UIM@AO.7 NARA, RG
¥l bid.

CesaBanbming ,E6 chmann

BAussage von 3M1963St ®at shechABY0AMeinst er, Nr.

190 i d.
¥ pid.
92 pij d.
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Eas
feot
pol
fil
per
far

mat

tern Europeiaaset ticheempeadegmiminudi &g mdaethf meye
ed Bessar3Alimamooglrianimins postwar stateme
ice Siebert claimed that his transfer to
e indicates thatclkee temponadi ay attiacéde8C
manent transfer to SWE&ed kdimanwilol skii psiecmhs b u
ming enterprise in Austria, Siebert, unl i

ters priotrheé odMBOtLtiIi m&/hmaepower needs | ik

SieBemssignments to the organization in 193¢

est

pop

ablished National Soci@l sspetrtrack taaor dr
ul atemsn amdanistts then untested commander r

Beyond ptesitfdobergcoander&@ osmemando Rexmder s, t

earfriesret éd ppemmeantti ons became a school for East

spe

Ber

Ber

wh o

194

Nov

cialists, eaedot ¢ triimattlel yeddemship core as
ei chkomm&Redo fonfad erCo-m&edset sy mf oghrer Fr an:
ei chkommandof ghrmBemr eo fc hikioanmtaenrdfoe IXX, t ypi fi
cut their t®&etbommawmhereHs énf nkeaysdrer n Eur op
0. Born at the turn of the century in Ma
erned by Russian authorities at the begin
bl returned &Goc Gepataingn alby eGe Ringma f or ces
er . He served in the GermmancApmyuf abmoAu

ember of that year. After the end of the

Mgs Offizier Akte KP4D3B4SINIBHHE L1 NARA, RG

Aussage von K. S., October.289704 19633 ,0fStiaza tesra rAckh i

Siebert, 2MARBA 4 3 BIS3B54 9.8
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paramilitaryd otrlgea nmizlaittiamy, asmerving for five
t hGer man arUpyon Grimamigartfhgebr uarmarlmMi2é®d dncacbl
settled into a relativel® stable existence a
Li &gblbrief exper e mptowawwitrhg Bearmamiyl i t ary
appar éentttleyd whi s appetite forNaazaidimarlFteyo luiat iyc
1932, more than a year before party member sh
government®Empmog88¢.iuenttli |'s eNrivdedd paas tay
Or t sgr up(pleonclaeli tGerrbdubpx alcetaldye rf)ow and when Liebl
uncl ear. A July 1944 notation in his person
VoMsi nce the beginnioW@wohgthe tbeseftaceéemeéehnsas.
Baltic as a youth and spoke both Latvian and
tapped Liebl to accompany Haf fébérycelre tibn Rtihgea
subsequent r aatst li smenotr eo pevri atent . I n | ate
reception camp i n Gfiremadafyrlofew rs/ oMoh yknsidae uat nsdc hReo
in 1940, Liebl accompanied Hoffmeyer and Si e
ethniansgefmom those territories. After a br

| ater that year, Liebl rec®wWhed aheéi YoMar geg

%ss Offizier Akte PrHa23R43$260059658ARA, RG

Aussage.vdn ,F.January 16, 1S%65f fB ALl ,erBI1A&2/e2 FG¢ &,n z:
NARA, 2 R®38 4 3 SX6005 9.6

197 b i5®.86,

198) b i5®.8,

MAussagel.vdn ,EAlOBGEBAYE 2 /BBD.G3
01 pbid.
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forming Sonderkommando R |little morervihaae a
and deployed hinfWhiseyt heke tangi oé. his fel
Bereichkommandof ¢(hre«mp,erwiemlcleEastdepnekuoopge a
demonstrated an affinity for the&Naarl|lceause,
Voldkesut @ els et dd cetmeomamrtehpaatr ed him for a midl ev
position in Snderkommando R.

Earlier VoMi resettl ement campaigns al so
ethnic Germans to gain prarctagplly expeTri amsrei
Gerhard Wolfrum, 8Sordedleaammamdel Rectual , Kkne
Siebert before 19e3d .a SAtlrlond rcEdremsatriedp etyd 2n
and the University of &Pahigsbrirger svihtey ec Odier
1930s. Wol frum in particular maintained an
and then especially after the Sexomer Nonald W
advisor duingnBuhdesdst hestel( Mi pi sYerrt rnife lExmpe
Affairs) dua5hsg. t hAe cnhiidtd of a university pr
Leipzig®Ahtheagh neither his SS officer file
to the WestofGEemamupblineight into his youth

the 1930s is evidewiob, WAl friuen aoe nefd tweniSA

seizure of power and, | i ke HoBunnde ylBeerut sacshseurme
1 bid.
22 i ebl himself notedl hiBdD.§, personnel continuity.

Mgs Offizier Akte Gerhard WoDD@u3n, MNARAagRGVDH2 G.
Ma2 11965BAL62B3NT4
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Os tieast Prussi a®aAfftew yeampd eltdatnegr .his doctor
the University of K°nigsberg, Wolfrum publis
ent iDileegol ni schen territorialen Forderungen
geschtl i chenP&Init wh ckdrumigt ori al Cl ai ms agains
Devel gipmeBO®WSI. frum NaizmeignarMagy®MeBi7lL i zed for
Ger man army in August 1939, Wolfrumepgatti ci p
an artillery unit, Wolfrum sustained injurie
start of the German offensive and spent the
in a K°nigsber®™ military hospital

Foll owi ng Wadlsf rrueene ojveeiryed t he Vo Mi . Sel ec
for his expertise in Volksdeutdch®@4mhat ekbosat
of the BeSBu&krowieda maarsd Awarded an SS commi s
with his Abt @i las(n@ysdveeri ttreen,t aWo IDfi rruenc tvwor®)t e t he
operational hi story, which Vol k und Reich Ve
complete @i fbrfawoeti@umffhanded comments abou
i Der deurg Vol ksdeut schen au-Bua8lks-dlahaea 8Miegnr autnido r

of Ethnic Germans from Be¢ss@agadtia tamat Noe tha

M55 Of fi zdremrWoAdftreuMB RA2,4,2R B 4 3 SOS00L7 2.4

1 pid., 723. DGer lpoddiWalhfernum,erritorialen Fordert
geschi cehnttlwicchkelnKkdngi gsber g: Blummp6 Deut scher Osten,

MWgs Of fizier Akte Ger2hda23® 4WSHEIA U4 NARA, RG
"Aussage vorRl1G96 5VBAL G2 2334084

MWgs Of fizier Akte Gerhard WobbDdiGm, 7NARA, RG 242,
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internalized Nazi @%Reerceooutnytpiesg etfh ebyoutimhin tga otuhpes
Uni onf,r Wanldescribed incompetent f@amdl|edutihslou
every article of cl o@hWmnlgf ewi prlh&idmwehdehi @ ] VodMir t y
doc® oapparently exotic medical i nstruwments n
that the physician b6'%tTeheshee ibmrcuonnv eorfi e rhcee si,ns
nothing compared the roadbl oc Ktshe& hJewy nD aubpk ibny
who attempted t® eoepboatigefltAde hevoustehy indenoe | i
Wol frum to a 1942 VoMiAlJewDhshséalpea nglheemd b eahta | !
di sposal to f®acridliagacaatei cin st d aBeErllyi n, given h

Unt er meannsiceheonl s had vti kasp,peatrsatdohud tWwadl?d have o

Et hnic Ger mans, whom t he Vo Mi had rel ocat
transfers from Eastern Europe, constituted a
R officers. The -freelacs.os skRG@emsmatnhacs twerean st, wo

Vol ksdeutsche could not be conscripted for W
recruiters earmarked to fill their bottomles
received SS commi ssions cioonmme +ws wwrdabtket swiht h t h
organi zations abroad during the interwar per
commi tted group of SS officers. Second, the

Vol ksdeutsche withfeso$Sender Kammparmnge Rki |l Alst

®Wo | f Dem, Zug der .Vol ksdeutschen
21 pilm.
lpid.
22 pi2dd.

Bggs oOffizier Akte Ger2h4a23® 4WsSHEOALUSN, NARA, RG
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of Vo Mi records on the subject frustrates ef
Sonderkommando R, the substangpaeadkinmugnbetrh mifc
Germans that ittrdieplaoyedf ftiocdransmggests tha
un® tpol ygl ot needs and assigned what ethnic

The composition a3 Voo nkdsedrekuotnsncahned oSSR of f i ¢
ethnic Germahapophlkeawvoblnshad relocated prior
Barbarossa. The Vo Mi assigned a | arge numbe
Sonder kommando R. Freiherr Erich Edgar Al ex
Born in 189®cemt-dnli e & rmam 4 tyr al estate Gotthar

the Livland province of the Russ iBaod sthmpiirke,

anw° | kaicstcPfVEdsutcated by private tutors until t
secoredarcyvti on &S&ymhhenG&emah (Tallinn), von .
member o® Bhetarce&er man aristocracy. Muster
1917, von Sievers fled overland to Finland i

Sweden and e&Grelrinstnli infgga mi. stthpep f € h le hwefdo rae
reaching theaBwendi Shevemontsegent tamciremai nin
r@gamea prisone’PRienukmasmgoyar $ ke RBalotliud iafnt e
in an abortive attempt to take up his studie
quickly securedBal tiosmmhe Siadmd W kvd hredé )i n

Kurl and in January 1919, voinl Btalktawviessheet ai ne

25s Offizier Akte Er iZx4h23¢80o4n3 SIG9MWWYLE850 NARA, RG
251 b i9¢b.0,

281 b d.
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Lan

r ef

cdn

ope

Ger

res

dwehri ssolution®the following year.

Unabl e to prevent the genesis of an indep
Germany, where he began hi ®Atwudai ese aaiewi
ol arosmhii pmuteo ha s education at the Univer si:t
y and began courting Freifrau Erika von F
ugee. The ™ Woetmarrnriinegd tion Lla%t2v3.a wi t hout

Sievers and his new wife began administe
estral holdings®&afptosn wialhe alga@tff Diuait uReafr e b leif
weal tvl®,| kfbestcvhmro,t von Sievers erstoafbltihseh eBda |ht
man 6bagmai sation durfhg the interwar per.i
Whil e von Sievers had r etmpronseedd teox iU aet vdiuar
l'y 1920s, perhaps anticipating the growin
i mmi gr at-cac upi eGk rAmalnand Gaslfp3as ¢t of e Hen f m
re¥Vom.Sievers began working for the SS o
man citizen%Mnilpg htowa hd &y SISd teavra.k e of fi cer ¢
ervations aboutapp sruendilelyydeiblyGeoretd,] vwmas ene

dopteirotnur bed t hem, they n&ierempkebhergs!| pades:

27 b i90B,9,49 4.8
8] b i9w.6,
291 b i9B.8,
20| b {9H. 6,
211 b ild.0,6

22N careful examinati ofEiafootrge rwoNgpstSmrdardirgmea tfiaam | y 6
of

Appl i cialtliwsntsyates this exodus, which included many

BEibrgr gerungsantrag ErRIGe I2ABR304n3 BSAEOVUEN 48 NARA,
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qualities in the sb7WAdglee fomr ptf savR®@eromayrh sroa c
SS and even | ess time &s saparimamns aiwairzderd, hv
commi ssi o8t asmlaniBiSchrer, permitting Fim to
Both vo®&# 3diceveidsies in intvarcvwearf olrattvhiea Raen & hf
the SS, which sought to -cecwpieced PRBwalidadmdlteo ers
l oyalty and comped&s ptaeg thiam fexmproips i faa miolny i n
1, 1941, shortly bebdboBEentdtbek&®mardonBedHhmmli
awarded von -Béeevare BhehwadBdedmyeWrae&nnaar p
Pol megged for advancement in the SS even b
von S&Gelvanguage skPilkasdtaindi smtaeddvwad both pr a
ideol ogical contributions to Sonder kommando

Al t hough Baltic Germans received unique o0
Vol ksdeutsche from southeastaeadn!| Essowel &l so
documerutted,evertheless significant group of
von Siever® atnhdet hBaunit Germans, Theophil W
adherenceév % lokptrsoghexS3 and obscure | anmguamgde ski
SS personnel records&Gcpopmbbadd ewisGuheWdljienghr t i
denied postwar investigators the opportunity

reconstructé&éndi Wagirmgshryt merfd NeovMir tchaerl eeesrs ,p aat h .

2'ss oOffizier Akte Er iXx423¥o4n3 SIS93WIY@ts, NARA, RG
Ei nb¢grgerungsantrag Br3i4cBHESMAO A 2584 éver s, NARA, A

2 pid., 1148. r iScSh Ofdn zSiea 2 éAk3x4 BEBIRIM9 3B G
Einb¢rgerungsantrag Br3i4cGESNAO A2 S46ver s, NARA, A

2Et hnic Germans from Weing2rtnerods Bereichkommand
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fragmentary portrait emerges. Born near Tep
Wei ng2rtner divided his formative years betw
t heol ogy at the Universities of K°nigsberg a
deg™eAe . member of asBreseu gmu og(sReenveengauln gMo v e me n t
Romania since 1933, he demonstra&fbdsphnteathg
fact that Weing?2rtner had served imt the fialte
to that counthriyn dfied orcaatt i prge veontGer many in 19.
Hof f nefiyes et 6dfe meme Bessa’fabian Ger mans.

Wei ng®r tersédrabl i shed political cred®8tials
a full thefeer enome happ!l i ed®fToumPetimeaase &6 zen
et hni cobGe rhmasu &&tSore,v aWei ng2rtner waBam®&sisg gned
H° here SS un(dHiIPpherze$$ ¢dimadnrdP otl hi é&€mei tdde atdheer )
Commi s shaer Storrentgt heni, ngehefr eGdemaondamd from F
August®mRedduited by Hoffmeyer personally for

i mpressed his new coll eagudss.ef fVWrrittsi ntgo ionb tsau

evidence that hmei tatnedd hsiusi cfiadnei liyn clo9m 5 t o avoid captur
Aussage von A. G. , November 28, 1962F. BAMay BA2B2/ 236183,
BAL, B162/ 2305, 133. Aussage von FEAusfsea vodantwar pa. 13,
Novenhb2e 86 2BALG2/BASBLer so) . Aussadé&l veo2nB AlLG 2FB2,3 0Mct ob e
123

g5 Offizier Akte Theophil-2%8Bnga68ner Ei NABAgeAB S
Theophil Weing?2rtner, ,NARA, A3343, EwWzZz51 G011

29 pid.
#ss oOffizier Akte Theophil-2%8Bnga6®ner, NARA, A33

BlWweingartnero6s naturalization application, dated
Waf fSeSn si nce the begi nBii mly¢ od eaa yighsedonpthti dt Weeé amg2r t ner ,
A3 343 ESMZ0 1,1342343

Zgg Offizier Akte Thed@Ri3ISSmAHgy23 tner, NARA, A
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i Gernoacncupi ed Pol and St uNanbemmmdry hr 42 KasS3d G°
Sonderkommando R ofbhiecerf, tpheramosed Wkd mi gent n
whom hefievqaladdd highly as a ¢eNostomi,t HsSt amaci mg
Go&ki nd wor ds@& Weiemgrgtiryern nt er mi nabl e strugg

paltry fifth the size of the pwhe |Iteh a@®n wviohrne S

eyes all Vol ksdeut-6ehmawsrenbetakkqgqWWlilhlhs hewnt
Al t hough most of& So@anieok oanméa nmiodIRevel | ea
in earlier Vo Mi mi ssions in Eas&GBesnaELropease

et hni c firGes edd@ zeir p,lad t fyowghhot elrasc,k ed i ¢ hpet hamnce
Ger man afcfoanisrtsa ,tpuaglesdo on of $o nl deeardkeor ngnmai npd oc oR p
Frequently too aged for military service and
considered mpmre mamriyt iquall ,i fdidecedal congiwaasl deep s
commi t ment toTt des WNamrisiencathes etdr oops t o t he Vo
SS concerns simultaneousl!l y. On t hwememe hand
of the only available man®@owwespopoal s tOatt he
VoMi postings were a wayiimer Naeheonadgi ®eci al i
proven their loyalty to the movement and yet

For Paul Mait & ke d@smt,BhedBlreo @ h kroentma nadno fagshs i g n me n
Sonder kommando R considietl atyed a ewadastf oang emu

ser ¥iBRcer.n in Mohrungen, East Prublaza, pant $89

23 b iddr.1,
24 b iddr-68.7

Z5GML N#AO n. d., 1BNRG pLEDM
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fol d for'9hter. his el ementary @mduampgr eoemt i dad hiey
gardener pfAtort he Hi9GAto uWobrrleda kWaerahe Kaneéeeer
enl i sted ianmy.he Wefremachi ng hi s native East Pr
troops & Maatttheerrn per i & h eigreq ucr a AibGatitaginésow & i ni t
on the Faotner, Matttoe rFAr arnecdee ptloo yteadk e part i n t
Decorated with the I ron Cross U%d eaomdnfdriza 3 a
commi ssi oneMabfetdr ceheepdvar as a “M&ohil oevi ggn hii |
demobilization, he returned to hjasndhome i n E
mar r*f ed.

Life as an unsuccessful florist failed to
end of Maet3daQ2kGEs | essness gave way to right wi
the Stahlhelm in 19R&zarpha OB .t he Bheamd M
seizure of power, Matt ert uvhranf'éahdrvearo.c e et b ot b
Nazi enforcer, he played&aclhayrodl eni Easst ®1b
night in March 1933, MatteSPbandahdsesm&Rr atubes
Partei DeXd csicall abedmmocr at) cm&@pot yooodgn Sieg maalyd

Rei nRoli8cthat(zrhatfecti ve custody) on the charg

ZpussagevM.vyonuR.y 9,16R9R®95BAI96.B
B'AussageM.vorMaR.ch 13, 1962, BAL, B162/2292, 147.
%Ej desstattliche Er kil3rumeBAILGR /BAAAE. , December
Aussage vonlP.oeMeBALGR /BT 2

Aussage von P. M., Jausbg 9, 1956, BAL, B162/ 22
“Aussage vonl®PLo e\ BALGER BT 2
2Aussagev.v,oalud56 BALG 2 /BOBI 5
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il 1l dAaltgough Mattern would |l ater dispute th

Ger man i nvesti gsateivoenntisnt oo mphéer cnaigehote § ens as t

or che
decap
futur
throu
Ober s
Me mmi

We
enj oy
Mat e
Foll o
year,
obt ai
demot
appl i
caree
few vy

commi

stfPracé otrurorfal abduct i of Paenrdh alpisk ealsy aa srseaws:
Itating | ocal SPD resistance in East Pr
e SA |l eader, Matdremray cofmpll ead car sami p mtprr &
ghout Ger many. After concluding his tr
turmf ¢¢hrer and served as a simal | ar ms |
ngen and | d1By mi84B K a\pdtetsebranr gi n t he SA w
rreot for the June 1934 R°hm Putsch, it
ed a reasonably successful SA career.

rorospects fade® @i piht obhe deglainme aitm oni ¢
wi ng t he SdSpsosrot|Eutpiaolne so KAacpatdeenmbyu)r g t he f o
Mattern found himself unempl oyed. Aft
ned wor k as @&c mubGingadipa Pacsdanersfimd wi
ion, although apparently undeterred in
ed for SS *hambekoshghphis appbi Gamieawn suc
rrin theriSsSormatledt hen metmgpar i ¢ one t hat

ear tdwohuéti educati onal gdel rfgeani 86s t h

ssion and stained by his earlier SA ser

pussage von P11 9V 7B ALE R IBIDB. 4

#pussageK.v,onMaR. 13, 1957 ,-1B®AL, B162/2295, 118

Ausswagre P. M., March 13, -1148%.2, BAL, B162/2292, 1

251 pbid.
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of edaposYDagpite havin@bsesvadmagsharr SAhe |
received t meoooamk ssi o#d%EvSeonf faifcteerr t he SS ass
Vo Mi for depl oyment with Sonder kommando R in
t hreank -bnft eSrSs t  ISBf Sheiceuntde’h\Wmit!l e his dim caree
after 1934 did not discowvwrmragafhisitagi thaitn M
instilled in his sod€jswis®d vcvalert e e/me ttdhfeb a v &
dol drums had S&ndnamlpomwmandceeRs not precipitsz:
sout her @ Ukraine.
Hof fmMeyEemal e Subordinates

The high proporti &mnafer &Ger@masntdaoo iReno st i t
one of&t mesuniekcregd.i onAdc dwemttiung f or per haps
Germans deployed to TransnistriaefwortmhedSonder
specialized tasks ranging from providing med
progrFRarmesquent | vy nfakboéf empkeoyees had educati on:
gualifications that surpassed those of their
number s, Ger man women f &cinliistsatoend i $ho nsdoeurt khcemn

The rol anoWwof@enmiReitchHehamnhd rpdar t i ci pati on
Ger mani ze Eastern Europe hawvsemeer the padf e

and a half dec @&depsi.oneCIva indyie as ¢ Kuadayn ,2 hceo nFcalt undeer d

2 pbid.
28] bilk.7,
2°GML N4,O0 n. d., 1BNRH plEDM

®Ejdesstattliche DrelkleStoencgB AldgrR /B2L2.36
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t hitdNta z i womelmannmehesdestroyed et hical Vision
and rendered ded&d®tMdr @ erogd en th erl gdescsi®odis uby s c
Schwarz, has probed the dirimatchparetriyciogati on
dest rabeyt iexgop,ltolreinr v arrd reqiant ¢ df mrorh easdmi ni str at
German bureaucracy t o®Ednncearbte s tsidamo @y nsph i gou a
underscores the important contr i bpultainosn foofr Ge
Ger mani matciupn ed! DRublba mdg. Ger man women who ser
admi ni str dteldols dangde nd csc wd obar mayw nesrsGl udes t he
educational and welfare initiatives that the
transmittitoinmg MSaoci al iffesicote hled gy Cteo meawsl. y

ongoing research on Ger man women stat&oned i

ZlCc]l audi aMoKtohoenrzs, i n thenFather Famdil yWoeawn droM&zi SRal
Martinds BA7es s,

®»2Gudrun Schwarz, fAVerdrangte T2t¥2345)Namhi Psaaan i
Verdeckte Spuren natigemdhespoesal Wehhech@hr ¥ekbuouBcheWk,
19Z2Fol |l owing Schwarz, more recent historically schol
per petAlastoo rsse e, Brigitte Scheiger, fAdélch bitte um bal
Frauen riat ibgale&kn Syst emMadér O¥earefmol ¢Yendeokte Spuren na
Ver br,edhtemr esa Wobbe, (Frankf ur t-96D/rmil elg eP aNtEruiec kK r B rt d vkn
Camp Women: The Female AuxihiagiebBeWNazAs€ostedtt aei &

Schi ffer Mi(lAttgareyn ,HiPsAt:orSyc.hi ffer Pub., 2®M&rnmal &b eX& n
Ehefrau oder o6Kommand eKiasrerdi evroenn Bduecrh eGewaa 1dt?:, ONatni onal s
Tater bi eeyd laghisc hael Mal | mann and Ger hard Paul , (Dar ms

Buchgesell scBa8ftEIl 26a@abet hlRK6hlAhgest efiGértimdnBedetr ké
Judenreferat derK&icherbdei despoGawaebt DsHNhei,ddalkes bz ogr e
Kl aMisc hael Mall mann and Gerhard Paul, (2D@®@2d@eF¥B8adt: Wi s

3El i zabetWoméar vaenyd, t he Nazi East: AgéilNesw #lmadeW tne
CT Yale Uns yve2R0D8y. PeesEIl,i zfablkiteh dHeautvsecyh@R&s @el, d m Os't
Geschlecht und °ffentlicHOdAR®bmvi m¢b e SeBiz 2(EHEPSB a h €L HL ]
214, Elizabeth Harvey, AWe ForgamdAltlhet BeEt henws &Snd uRa
Occupi edCélPront empomoar y ElOr,opreca.n 3Hbils2t000By) i: zd@B&gt h Harvey,
Womenédés Recollections of the O6Ethnic Strugldomé f n Occ
Front:i TheyMi War and -Gemtdwerry s aTmemytHaegeimann and St ef
Sche¢Slperi ngor um, 2(00xX2f7&rld : Ber g,

“*Har woynen and t&e Nazi East
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findings and suggests that, in the occupied
di r epcots uerxe t o t he mur deorr eo fe xJpeawsd eadrodo, b padtr ttuihm
in P&IExnadmi ni ng 8Hd fefrmd yeersubordi nates has the

Sonder kommacnodlol eRcti ve biography andetwmafurth

women in the Hol ocaust in Ukrai ne.
When Sonderkommando R arrived in Transni s
f emal e member s. As Odessa did not fall for

absence of womén dreesfilrieclttdodGearhmanSSwomen fr om
dangerous security situation.® Oepceat hewasi't
infertile fdrmtSodwviast past tsdiatandkoiimMb@keteemal e
subordinates beddn tdédsamoisveoifnthal i nft®r mat.
comes from statements that they made after t
representativé pfoerntarlaei ts uobfortdhien autneist i s di f fi
bi ogr apdfiiclag e@mer ges.

Most Ger man women attached to Sonder komma
Red CDeowstssdhes oRotDRK)KNarz zc apragratnyi zBHS$S s i n t he
Frauerwerk (National Socialist Womes Organization) Arrivingrbe®9dtken O
and March 1942, DRK mBemlPdrlsmprcaapma rgted cesnit b aald K
Kastner, who was (fRosamel Ifatresrt iinm LRaonwdaou . DR

assimtnamnet hr ough&UTth eTrred, misand yctormma nle récz e 6 m

Wendy LMaMesa ,armid Female Hol ocaust Per peot rlautsarisc ean
19#9 6Bol ocaust and, GROIHBMUe Studi es

®Ger man Police Decodes, No. 2 Traffic: 10.12.42.,
Aussage von A. F., August 21, 1964, BARINLI9 BEBARL,2304, 2
B162/,83.M5 Aussage VOBOPEIEFASt aBteparcmbie®P50M, nst er, Nr.
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so physicians assigned to rural Transnistri a
frequently the caslgc ®RKSS ut'dNmmebned @ msgt @ rtha |
by the height o6 8Sepdewykemman ®&KIiRen umedcisc alt t €
needs o8 péesonneéel and®area Vol ksdeutsche.

From what can be rec®wnlsitoggirca phdi eod, tdh eseu m
patterns become appardefnrtom aFmang ,b ocstohmet hDeR Ko In
youngest ase&pgdroeacdeitwed hpeosting in Transnistr
Hof fneeywenit required Ahedachbyhpgirdommese f IEdm®
Freiburg joined the DRK in Febrwuary 1917 and
depl oyment 1941Al aadewi hhout any apparent aff
with Vol ksdeutsche affairs, she recélved a t
SimilarKy, themeweatygy dau@hoeemsmbrsée er from H;:
had cjoursptl et ed a DRK training course in Dresd:
Sonder konmthan#he Rhe evi de Kchea ds ingg epsrtesv i tohuast e x
either the VoMi or to Vol ksdeutsche.

Second, despite the DRHK oassysnicgname nct sn attau r Ter

ostwar testi
lemddied at e Wah ai
ughs for nurse
A, HW 16, Pi ece
BB3 ERB Rundanyv

®'"Det ermining chain of command f m p

n ro t n
practice varied extensevelgsonhaweéwer,| i aitin
were responsible for authorizing furlo S e S
Traffic: 3.10.42., October 7, 1942, BN

y

order mandator vaccinati ons9 4 olJra 2lbRBr4yd

8 f one estimates two to three DRK nurses per Ber

signed to each VoMi dtoicmaotre ionf ToOa nrsunrisse sr i sae e msh erne aasn
itbébs deployment. This esti matAeu sissagceo nvfoind fhe.d Kby, aMal

as
un
1967BALGg2/BA3A®7

AussageA.vvonSep.t ember 30, 19626691566aatsarchiv M¢ns:

Maussage vonlM9BFRBALMA/BEA®T
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surprising number of DRK nurses volunteered
depl oyment to occupi ed EasTthaedrv-yEwart adp eJrasmud at h
K, for example, | ef tr smetdyi coafl Mucnhiocoh taot dtehpel ol
DRK nur se .KwaAsl tshioluegpht after the war about he
medi cal studies for a warti me ®@&aemldoYPmeants,c hteh
Ma@dchkeeague of @maaegmard (Graedrisgonr Afr era B ayareirg c h
Ostmark casts someednfygs em wememohadimade p

motivations for vol unt eerciumpg efdo rSop/a ssttH xlJgr i iom

ye-at d Fr ahzioskt&avai,n f or example, joined the
on the Eastern Front in early 1942 foll owing
near Mu*¥manskome DRK personnel, deployment t

Hi | degar df &rc henxeadelre-mobefbapracthcem with Son
in -Mepdt ember 1942. Only a month into her ap
posting to the unit after the sch®@whi ked comp
the pssawaments of former DRK nurses frequen
volunteering for this assignment, the avail a
significant ideol ogi cal and personal reasons

The sercgoensdt lcaohort of B0 nteonmnuanndde re nHyoaf gf ende yi

former members offwomé&n w(frka ue s Znrlodiste | s

®laussage von 2119265 B Ble62e/BBREMS
®Aussage von 1IRIIW7St@at elercdBb P290Mcnst er, Nr .
German Police DecodestNDHO24 2TRNA A HWB @Bc0e. 10. 42, C

®Aussage vonl@.96B5.St aMiatrscar 2h8 81 Bambangal t schaft L.
NS®G589D,4 B&ha25
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concei ve& ,6 wamokmesriought to transform | ocal et h
appropri atcei aNaitsitonnadt hSeor s and yout hs. Thi s
schools, c¢creating a | ocal Nati onal Sociali st
and particularly | ocal young women, to sprea
Il n contrast testilygemedRKoniwHose&meyer, who Ve
attachment to the Nazi regi me and to its Vol
professi dlmal apcatmaviiest s depl oyed to southern
Nati onal Soci aleirsetsst wint ht raa nksefeor minmmng | ocal V
own | mage. The head of Fr auehnaadalbei ta icmar Brean
the Third Reich of supervising the N&Pional
Born i nYelvypOat oirn a o® €EmrmgalJ i Beaemperiences
anBol shevi k. Af thecaelx 8cuit ed et hhathed stion 191
Germany with her mM8baherngndhewbasebl®®@gs. and
wo ked for a numbe®& wel Papbpteeagaenti aemen sout |
|l i kely &hdecBsauoReitcoh sjaoridane i(ttheed cdndstabor Ser vi
Wei blicher (Alobint slbdloenSérvice) -sdeaelmmed from
cemdal i zation of ProtestNart Gpadrdigyir ® ®afgteeirci £33
Once a me Wb endn oLfa btohre Berawinceadvanced rapid
posi tsitoenl lovfertrete@DepBeyi R&gifp hSittutLtegaretr )as

protw®g®echsfrauURaifgheWdmasdet jyud&|l $akol t 2 n 109

®°Ger man Police Decodes No. 1 Traffic: 1553.43, Ma
®®Aussage vornpIGAHE BSt aatumaer c Bb 9l44Me nst er, Nr.

X7 pbid.
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Bra®minsuperiors promotRed chheird etid utnlye detsa iDfe ud fs ¢
(Reich Leader shi p&oOr ghaainceBtemd n )nWowmetnh t he t
Sahbearbeiterin f¢r( Aldami rRiustsr atnard efud® chu susn a
As the odsgaoinat woman for ethnic Ger man aff s
part i nfrtelset\WdMindonthyni an and Gal iicsiamg Vol ks
programs for ethnic &Gerenaat woenmanti nc®mes Vb Mi
Il n her 1966 interview with the West Ger man p
depl oying with 8Aofntdeerr ktohnemaonudtob rRe:a ki af i howasb |
al ways my aspiration to deploy to the East t
countrymen and, if possiblé&’Btauneaacampbi sl
both goal s. I n the summer dfl eldd 4C3,i mehaeg n BG ear
a sliaw vacatioffif to Yevpatori a.

The subordinates whom Braun e leetchtneidc t o h
Ger man women were cut from the same <c¢cl ot h.
wo men. For mer glyanmmas tfioaos etxeaarcpHeer, Jhoad vol un
Vo Mi in its Vol ksdeutsche resettl ement camps

for subsequent deployments wit?Al t #Hlee doMi t o

t wentyeatd fgoyrmmearst i ¢cs i nstruNdDir ofragmatme ¢ epr, O
shared a Stuttgart connection with Baaiun. A
%) bid.
I pid.

MAussage vornpIGAE BSt aaltumaer c BB 9144Menster, Nr.
i pid.

Aussage von5196 8B ALGMa/BZIG®I
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parmeynber s iHnwoer kle9d3 &;Erauenwvdiken St utt gart when s
an of fBrraumotno serveHilate&ramemcioshnt ieas, sAe ac
of fer because she fouUAdwabenoppat busei ayoingt E
former subordinates to expbBestsham-yabtwenty f
from ScHdlestwaign, Ifilata@alrwaesohad ea hphaer tEiasul.ar |
1942, | was asked i1if | would be interested i
Territoapg¥FEekeidke many DRK membersBdephogaed to
her female subordinates were as thoroughly N
Rei ch.
Sonder komma Rdaom#ER | e Per sonnel

I n contrast todSberpddekemmandosRspeci al i ze
un® tr ank amdl yf iHad gae nseicgonmnfiitcraennttl yt ol otwheer Na z i
had i n & hearwbiMer dc aemmpeanitgns, t he NSKK contri bt
proportion of &opeéesbommandoNBmMberi ng some 1
t he Buplieby ment to Transnistria and gr aswi ng st
NSKK compl ement comprised between one third
Sonder k asmmedfnalfot hough t he NSKK Nazsi npassrstsye c ond

organi zat imome itmawhihahf a million Ger mans c|l

BApussage VoA 8LABI7IBIALG 2 /B5R2B7
Aussage von 2001965St aebsancBbBOSMenster, Nr.

»The number of NSKK members that the VoMi fielded
Sonderkommando R re.mai War tiinme oRemaln isprutr ecords peg So
strength at 80 members. Copie de pe adresa Nr. 6714E¢
M. St. M., September -3111.,0 0149, 1 ,ReleSHMM, FROG d .2 2 4P20,s t ymirs 1
West German testimony given by Sonder kommando Rés sec
puts the number at AumoaegeRpy @andelroublibeB All% @ /BBSUEB.3
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it remains remarkably under&t mdnedrapho dat e
Mot ori si@oukggemi Dashéafati onal sozialistische
19319 45r emaindsy tacemdemi ¢ st f8Qwiorig tthe tohegamelz
paucity of archival mater® astuveyatedusestaboe
organtzatcitorvwi ties in the Third Reichstand pr
depl oymenheo6Geumard SVhet \SBKKeolnati ve obscur
necessitates iathsbbsti efyrecovery of

Founded in April 1931, NazhieGpwSrkikyr s zglde dr me
f ord®@Or i ginally c dmdéiownad $afr hads-Ktéhug Nbantoiboinl a |
Socialist Automobile Corps) in 1959 motthoer NSK

vehicles ant®adi iGpearvwnyP@irdemet he rel atively |

owner sGeirpmainny at tthlaes htwiameg endeavor. Il n 1939
one car for every 40 Ger mans. I n the same vy
to 4. As Jeffrey H®&r Gehfmasyotved whedemntilgy,y H

pedes&?Whintse bread and butter remained the ¢
over all wvehicles with internal combustion e

Al t hough after the wv&rf aramer ome mbheer so,r gvamii zhat

®Dorothee Motbsisieeuhggemei Wis&chafto: Das Nati ona
Kraftfahrkor-pgs4{M§&8KKeni19R1 Ol denbour g, 2005) .

Z"Al t hough Hochstettero6s monograph addresses both
of NSKK deployment tbobhhenotviea kN&H K &ampatsipdn t at i on
Companies) and does not address NSKK pe®sdnnel seconc

28] b i9M. ,
28 pil1d.2,

) effrenheHearefw,i sh Enemy: Nazi PropagamdiastDuring W
(Cambridge, MA: The Bel knap2@p®%s of Harvard Universi
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numbewubloif cpfigures I,sucthhxaBe GoralngRepahlleif @ nc
simple automobil e Aclllugbe naekiinne rt oD etGht es bANDeA'CV Aut o
Gener al Ger man). Ruet ormeoabliiltey Gdausb bot h more com
Ssini stdHo.chsAetterit hretNKK omad vaesttrictly org
National Socialist formation Naat &Gpatodng iwiat

triumd rate

As an umbrell a organizati orRetiGcdhmosouighedt

activities, the NSKK was remarkably diverse.
for a brief 1934 ban on new member®, all dri
From July 1933 wuntil Novembeoml280, ONSKKom88

reaching more than 500,000 shortl!®fTméter the
NSKK drew its membership predominately from
occupational br &a k26o2av,n0 Co0F meneb aNnPKikKe n L8 8B¢caf
t hat workers and farmers were underrepresent
proportion of t F%T hGe rNBaknK paolpsuol antaiionnt.ai ned a
and maged emember s. Based on memmberfs hihp datras
Worl d War constituted &nenaernibye ras .q u aNetveerr tohfe Iteh:
of NSKK, who wer et vhecattmgkha m ftylwee r @ gd 0 00fy oung t «

combB®aNot withstanding i mpressivieegmajwohi dyr oh

BlHochsMetpbei sierung undl4é®ol ksgemeinschaft?o
2] pild.2,
3] bild.4,

24 b i1d-B0.9
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members did not own vehicle&, vemdct lee omajeo si
not NSKK “fhember s.

Ascertaining why NSKK members volunteered
Memoirs and statemerst gatvleatdufro mmgerdemeamb f i c at
invariably downplayed any ideol ogdfSeali tatctrac
agenda. Nevertheless, using these sources F
Germans joinedctahe NPWK:t i pdiTihengdgopi ofeasi apj
the organization to many NSKK iédmber ¢ 3ils 5evi
percent) &f memeeNSKKhare®Namenffi@us pnpazihet he
past 1933 tonegwW3d3 membersnthis statistic I s am
nearly of oned&t Hi9B3& onfe mblee N Diapprg rotryn ¢ @ t hhe
suggests that many early NSKK members had an
as hihgaht aosf tt he SS, which stood at 48.9 perc
the NSKK remained significantly higher than
modest 23¥Rs pHocesatetter aptly suggests, NSK
adternate type of party affiliatilNazif opparGeyr m.
was advantageous, yet “WOnetbhrabtbetohpodn &b

hypothesizes that for some Ger mdaersts anNSKRkKrt

25 b ild.8,

20 pild-1 1.2
7] b ild.6,

28] b il.0,

) pid., 10
201 pild.7,
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member ship proved attracthibeibemauveetiepi df Ice
the Nazi movement and permitte® Rorensone avoi

Ge

-

mans who joined the NSKK durziantg otnh ewals9 3tOhs
next best thNagi twafowy nomiget hESKK member s, i
avoid precisely the formal party membership

I n their postwar expl anat i oenrss fsotratjeod ntihnag
Jjoined the organization because it provided
mot or sports and automobile technology. At
about -Ghei pbsEtmard thy rognyind¢atzi ooy der . Wi th Nazi
pl ace all motorize@® asauafpievivi piwmdetn tt we uNIKK ¢
automobile enthusiasts t d gpfurtshuee otrhgeainri zaavtoi coa
Neverthel ess, stiheg pdstfwarmepr ANB&KK member s to
for motor sports from its specific ideologic
convenient an alibi. A s fdHuorci hnsgt etthtee r1 9c300nsv i nnoc
movementedi deamsteilffi so cl osely with the projec:
symbol of the mU%Adr hougthhea ddmSDAR Al Yy specul af
that the sporting interests that manynGer man
affinity fots tbhhe aMazi argeqidme

Many NSKK members joined the organizati on
professional necessity in the Third Reich.

revolved around manuf aocrt uorpienrgat isneg |nmontgo, r nvae hn

2l pil1d-T1.9
221 pi1d .
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pressure to join the NSKK. The NSKK explici
technicians for recruit nedmi.4d 0 NgBEKEKaommeybeedhi
automobil eahtbpwdiewi ltehpet@d | at eeds goodPuand ser v
simply, for many Germans, mefimbeosbtupad nohal
and even a neces®ity in the Third Reich.

Prior to and during the Second Wortlad War
the Weht mand police. Before 1939, the NSKK
training motorizeFahtl oméealganheednseittof hos
extehadgidstical support for the Gernmarn milita
November 1939, all NSKK wunits assisting Gern
subordinate to the head of the Ord&rByPolice
1940, 60 percent of NSKK members wetrrei depl oy
proportion had i®fcreased to 80 percent.

As a manpower pool of | ast resort, NSKK p
Hol ocaust in the Soviet Uni on. I n May 1941,
Transportat INEGIKKED mpprasmk em¢r depl oyment to th
With the status of speci al poli cemen, NSKK p

the Order Police du’®imgtOeefacidntBar NSKKs ¢ a

23 pild.1,
21 bid.

2 pidd.2,
20| b i4cb.6,
27| b i4a.0,
28| b iddb.1,
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support to andmapsasr tmucridpeart eodf iJne wish. e Owi ng to
criminal 1investi gat® ocnrsi nieosc,u sreed aotni vtehley NS KK
mi ssi ons. Nevertheless, Hochstetter notes t
within tlhe paSKKcipatifhg in the Holocaust.

When the VoMi formed Sonderkommando R in
on extensive experience commanding NSKK pers
during the first two ye&aerds tdfe tpheo mvare nltaes olf a
during it s firveod &ktsoatl sampeastlyenme mMiNBSIKKy ed a cri ti ca
these depl oyment s. I n late 1939 and early 1
relocate Vol ksdeutscheurfirmgn tVioé hiyaelskast diehudtnsecah «
from Bessnaorralhierananda | at er &i nc olmbdalnh,d Haafdf nseoyne
NSKK #WeNSKK members not only provided valuab
placed their persagndilsbethd cN@lkkKoa ts ttahfef eVib Mho r
5@f tha&UmsiMed!l utiRebaget o)ifeWhe rCahnpfsf meyer sel
personnel for RSomelem&ad manmanelot ensi ve | ist of
frédmr his new command.

Obt ai ni ng aNSpKrKo fmelnmeb earfs twheo depl oyed to T

Sonder kommando R is handicapped by the same
encountered in researching &Wet hwaorntoi gmea prho satbeo
29 b i40b.9,
0] b i4ch.1,

MAussage von 1619 H4 B AISRYRZBRN 4
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for NSKK per stoonnfelandsenplsayyed or personnel fil
obtain a representative portrait of the cont
interview protocols of former NSKK members s
polriecceor ded during the 1960s. Based on this
that the majority of NSKK personnel depl oyed
particular affinity-Sfeom ttihsem.Na zEx oreesgti snhea roerd hi
experfi enae@tollikimgleut sche from East@®r NSEKr ope,
subor diepateasaodleidr di ahdr y men.

Anecdotally, the NSKK personnel deployed
profil e. iFtiyr sotf, NShkKeK magnorassi gned to Sonder
organi zation because membership facilitated
me mb e resn théeatded or gani zati on prior to the outhbr
remaininglpeisosmelbedlore the onset of Operat
virtually all of the NSKK menHbifnf nBoynedre rikno nenaa
Vol ksdéritesdHo@anemai gns.mo sAtn do fl atshhd yYNSKK men u
Hof f niee yeeo mma B d\aozti npeanrbteyr s . oE vgeann 3z ya &thhodear d s ,
Sonder kommaNIdkoK Roer sonnel appear to have bee

A couple of brief Dbiographi csad vweeladtdc hes e
Otto Hotz,| at pstofersisha@ad af orn®orslk@deNSKK duri
occupati ofalnh ne®dd®ons he NSKK assigned him to

Vol ks d éruet ssecthd@ peenreantviod hsy niim and Gal i ci a. As 1

3gs Of fizier Akt e33Qu3tSiSI®t2, NARA, A
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his perclomaflr ommh$t ut t gnairstsYtlon |tl adkstei spgacrcte sisrf utl h
compl et sosupldot ©a«rs ordered him to northern ¢
Ban®With the conclusion of that deployment,
Sonder domman o soUYBEermatiodkraienyet o Transnistr,
NSKK was even moBer dcuaitmocmuoibtioues .me cThhaeni ¢ | oi ne
1933 and, at the request of hisBmpspegriror j o
i Ber,l iaand futurdr BBEKEKiBEhmeth Gut sche, tapped |
et hni c frGesr entabml peemreantBieosnssa r ahbel aB¥AIRtditau.r ni ng t o

Ber Rbmgan work servicing t Hfee Vs Micauhaaltiefsf ip ool
his new post, he requested help from&Gutsche
unit in Transnistri & Rlautrhienrg tthhaen sNianzmie ri doefo |109
Vol ks déeuxtpartest of GQoNBKEKymen redepleg bDoder

Transnistria because their affinity for moto

me n .

Circumstantially, there is evidence to su
personnel with specialized skinlilng lveeyhomrcd etsho
necessarycfopet &atei ams t Hof fmeyer drew both

Russophone Vol ksde®@tsahksfrobritheéet NEKKr anke,

MAussage von 1619 H4 B AIAGRYRZBRA 4

51 bid.

3% b i2a.5,

MAussage von EG19RB.8,BAEE B BRIBD.7
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chief physician, came to t hNSHK#micte Vi9&8B 3t, hdr Mg
t ook pa/otEVion ktshlefruet ssecthtef e mmn Vel hyni a and Gal i
brief stint as a German Army surgeon, Franke
t he Vo Mi perhaps becauseed paserngobbhmnd Hb
requested his transfer to Sonderkommando R,
the *nit.

Like the SS, the NSKK fielded a number of
t he Vo Mi had relocgtetd Ppevatiton-t Bayeebrago s san
ol d TQtytpoi fi ed this trend. An et.beptich®dr man
Wart hegau in early 1940. Perhaps |l acking th
that smootdiean tdhfe malmy sVol ksdeutsche from th
SSTvolunteered for the NSKK shobedyi tad ttelme afr.

thapriTmarily served as a t roufc kR udspsiegadni n gh & Su &

meha skill that was undoubAaAzedwiyt no$3S | psrts omn
deployed to Transnistria, the VoMi selected
uni que skills for Sonder kommando R.

The YoMippetite for manpowkecivasBgsper svene
freqguemtalined blind to National Socialist or
case of NSKK personnel, this often resulted

personnel to péahat m¢bhiealk ateg¢lmisci an) turned

WAussage von O. F., Decembe33546r man6Bol Bae, ABHLIBRI
the Soviet Union, Summar y-3QcverAiumgg stthd 9R&r, i &S pdfe mbeAL
HW16 P6,280c¢e
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Erwin Niessner exemplified these someti mes p
Sudetenland in 1912, the bilingual Ni essner
joinédd ttl lee (H) o ¢ e padnYdauthkea zi *$Art fough absent n
comprehensive wartime documentation it 1s di
Nazi ,pattys a distinct possibility that he ¢
advantages thatf pradaed/. mebDbepisthe pesatfabl i shed
April 1944, when Niessner -tJaterséedramh¢ gBBecon
personnel file noted thafRegardmaissedfa whriya d
joined the NSDAP,t ohiTg achesmlicstma a owed more t
NSKK than it did to any personal political I
1940, Niessner served as a chauffeur for the
Sonder k oRnnfaonrdos er vi ce Al sboulgér heUwnai nei gi
merely to drive a mobile dispensary, it was
that his SS superiors realized thatnhas maght

truck3drni vigrs. haste t o & irldn kSso,n dtehrek ovhonvhi n dodf t R

startling inability to assign effectively ev
Group Cohesion in Sonder kommando F
How did Sondé&gdkwveimsaindy &f fect i1its cohesio

decidedly m&x868mi naheduhietader ship corps di st

3295 Offizier Akte Erwin Nie850Ar ABRARA| nBGt 24 By i A
intelligenceb6s radio decrypti onldnt eNisetsusrnnefr¢ hrreecre i ovne dA pr
194@ML N4O n. d., 1BNRGH @lEPES

I pid.
MAussage von EL4LB62B3EG2/EMBIB
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organi zations, the NSKaKu,e ntweer kDR Knh iacnhd ctohl e eNS
t he maj or i®t yp eorfs otnhnee luyniatnd f ought internal p
i nstitutionalhestSrSi pfeeo ipordlsnegpattetdg or der s ai med
Sonder kommanSo@ho mBmber s& hAtadtquearureirts i n Land:
at mosphederpbasbpors between its | eaders and
and t-lhhrea N&Snwer k. I n rur al Transnistria, how
l'ittl e i mpact on r el at® ovnasr iaengoantge dS osntdaefrfk.o mnTa
coavl ent bonds @erdmivtetr see tmeenbemist t o functi on
friction. |l sol ated from other Germans i n an
drew on a shared reservoir of expersi &odMes t h

depl oyments to Eastern Europe in 1939 and 189

R | eaders enjoyed far more i-Btamanwenrlel ati o
subordinates. Romantici htarbhenhweémsmbricated
Sader kommsansSdSo nR dl ev el | eaders and their fem

The ®Guniinstitutional rival ri edgss weuber inso,t bsuit

with so many of 8Sdrechenkegpgmantd® dRasnt ¢ he &oMbDp
popultartainosnf er €. i nTihtei aMo Md |l fa e s £ 0 bd peemeanttiad 1 s 1198
Baltic envisioned s u\basztiaapdairighyi supptoo it s fir o mwe
and the Warthegau, who were to ciamet HeorRe&iheh
To thé \WohMigrin, it Naizsicapdasrrteydst hat ot scwaér e ¢
unent husi asti c abroeusteddtilce riBsad tfi &i IGed masmm make
preparati ansepi pHiammi etrhat f ewr dldzhssomeal déo

German resettl ement projects prroumetsedthiememnd
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center .inTRoseexperiencadas neelrred ayd ys hparr opneonuendc et dr
centralize all Vol ksdeutyschsSivbfsfegiaedt emMeart i
operations in Vol hynia and Polodia, and Bess
exclusive SS cont¥OHi & roum asrtlkairde rmiondsd erti stha d
consequenc®Bscbopethehé8B8e¢b)y Watk iIits institu
Sonder kommando R.

Landvas the epi depretractelhe pd8&er struggl
NSKKruppenf ¢ h eautGunsmcawes staff in Landau wa
S side. Und n Krei gtnr irau,r awhélr e area NSKK | eadc
visits and whesr epetrhseo nonregla nwezraet isounbor@3 S at ed
of ficers, in Landau a robust NSKK staff pres
The SStHiosandhall enge to its authority wunacce
attempted repeatedly to have Gutsche recall e
to the SS. Hof f meyer s unmictl9efBaVil t houtlabhag pr e
wartime records on the subject, it cionntcaisftf i c
That @utrsecrhev al -samal @ hter d mgfgeer of NSKK persoi
with the withdrawal of NS&K upn ietds Seolvs ew h dJrna

suggests that broader institutional factors,

36) u makismml er orsi,@MWOxi | i a

3'NSKK personnel in Transnistria nicknamed Thorval
AiSteppenwol fo because of his peripathte®9pBb6BAhspection t
B162/ 2805

8Thorvalkdembered thsslahangas2Bayeag occurred in
R., March 9, 1965, BAL, B162/ 2303, 348. Anecdot al ev
personnel at the time of theimi-i®4a8sfFeoprl es ugkgyersitisl t hat
Epinatjeff, originally an NSKK memB&r Of fezekbeveAkta RY
Epinatjef f2428RRAR SISWE5B5.9



precipitated &n neomd ntad timedepEKKilence i n Tr an:
Presumably taking t&ernunrmriureg ffewdn wiott i m@y
personnel in Landau | aunched a petty campaig
out of his way to sharpen the distinction be
beginning of the occupation, hpearbatldleyt,ed men
establisdibartheksSSin a former &g qwarnarmme st i hu
erstswbhbel on the &t kbéWThieds Boofs tliadndayu t owar
NSKK had-dawinr iedkKleet on GSomamk H @omaeredo i R
Landau. J,, Ha2rimammer poli ceman and NSKK member
Transnistria with Sonderkommando R mar ked hi
recount editbhiet tSS Irye ptehaatte d tla iutkrettlsatot we wer e
§ itge®®@Abuse |l evied by SS personnel against N
NSKK mebEwmbrigsitat er descri bed having been threat

during d&2€guebdheuld be taken not to oversta

NSKK personnel I n Landau. I n their postwar
members | i kely @exasggearuatied atlhisst riinfteert o di st
and to deflect suspicion. N e vaenrdt N&SIKeKs s, t he

marriage of convenience was an unhappy one i
Sonder kommaxnd ol eRader s fought similar inst

organi zati onss tfoe mehliec hmamkeerumibbel onged. Ho f

WAussage von 23196 2B ANGRIBRIDI
WAussage vosP $1.9612.BALAQR ¢BID®?2

lpussage von EG19R.8,BAEE B IBRDMBY
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began groud$i ndgeadWRKt-Fabaoutetnhvee rkS a f ew mont hs
organi zations reached-tORi MafeplSISMmao ywplodmerct $
that both organizations fDelslpidrel yt hleodselty thn
supposddrtiaeattheFDRRKemawgeNSonnel transfers,
command appears to have worked bett,erafh the
ordefor ekastpil £ed bot h -Rrhaeu eDnRKe rakn df otrh emo\WS n g
abouthowit 5t me p¥8ofl e yferustration with his af
exert his desired control over these subordi
confrontation with Hi mmler. Accordacgt e Br
NSFrauenwerk to dispatch a further 40 member
Nazification program. Hof f meyer resisted th
fover fowiwibngr epresentati v-Ebs aoé flboe knDlaRke amad tteh
wor s e, Hof fmeyer | amented t hafwoarlktihnogu guhn dtehre s
directi on otoli &yéamaii n[ winadler t he comH\adwi mg t hei
to a gap in the documentaoly He&Gobmeéwemguairs ao
was successful. Anecdotally, there appears
DRK ankKr a&N\Senwer k personnel assigned to Trans
increasingly precariononst iGer Blani emi | Uhiaoy @abDsH
sl ackening of additional transfers of Ger man

been a reflection of the over al®l pmwioltietsatrayt isoi

235t abbetfl 6hlAPMLI9N4 3BBY/, RA4

3German Police Activities in the Sovi-8t Mdpi on, Su
1943, ,]Ma&y3S BNA1GFHWPEG B Ce

1 bi d.
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Whil e Hoff meyerssmawcltewes fluden nl éori dl i ng
Frauenwerk than the NSKK i®@ $6ahentdstsian bBa
foll owed GHoefxfaamepyleer by ratcheting up pressure
and t-lhrea N&Snwer k. Il n Manyd ol 9R! 3b a nSroendd eG ekronmamn w
riding horses and ordered them henceffomrth t o
thé®MThe consequences of this punitive order
Hof f e yeommand had gosetal948BpopwSontiar Rommando
and NSKK personnel to cooperate more closely
admoni shed them that their continuedAcompl ai
t he®urniatndau headéqgwpomneser s uti beabSrel ations wi
DRK, aneéde rtalneems al yzed increasing interperso

Out side of ®&Gampadaumartyhe nsniitt uti onal bat t |l e
and NSKK personndletwere siCopmipfliacant|l oy f or me
about antagonistic behavieor theyd tohveeirrwhS S no onugn
members who had been Sta@mndaed formand&ondeA
R members descr i breed ian rvehHiaxhe dS &t onfofsipcheer s s oc
NSKK subdf¥d8omatesmmand posts di sgpomwoedkewist h
used t heal uion faod dmladl daugrui ensg -tt-dh @ y r o ol &fyast i boencsa me

apparent dursngfthbeebhehygthgawest Ger man pol

Stabbeflof|IVar943BB,9/,B7
%St abbefl&BlAuUUSA3BBI/BEF
%2’Aussage von G. G., March 3, 1965, Staatsarchiv Minster, Nr. 2680, 116.

3%8Aussage von E. M. C., August 6, Z9BAL, B162/2293, 176.
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Sonder k ommacnrdiomeRs , nia nfyo rorhe rt hree mmdarts mai nt ai r
connections with one another decades after t
both former SS s¥nNdotN&Kkhsmeanmbdeirngnshetfiaconah
tensions precipitateedr-amid tei &5 bhadwd&K Kt Ime mi
Landau, interpersonal relations within Sonde
better.

An array,off ntaawtdomg a more clearly defi ne
bett-BEKESrel ations i 6 Sanmder Bemmamrcdhdk oRimando
The comparative emor@ahes® mmmantdhe@osnist from 1
t he®utnannsti tutional strife, |l argely quarant.
Sonder kommandoanRd NSKK &GeaeégiosniahThleaedgniatrte
many SS and NSrKkws hcare ®Epenbeoaese of their par
t he &WoMRiarlier Vol ksdeutThdlse pp opu ldatd neen otdrmanog
reference for a staff that frequent-ly had |
institutional strife tha&t opanrd Goarsiinad LUAad d
Transnistria this shared operational hi story
un theavily Nazified S3Nalze dd erds-WNiBiKiKlaerch nrkel at

I n contr &stretloattihbopensSSvi t h t loeidrer K®SKKnasuwmo |

R& rural Ber ér egkommb n d o smmmahnedr epnats tisd)jeol ogi c a
catalyzed far more intimate relations betwee
Particularly in rural Tr and npertigmiratniedstceodr es o0

329Brief von E. M. C. an H., January 12, 1958, Staatsarchiv Hamburg, 213/12 Staatsanwaltschaft
Landgericht NSG 058902, Band 3, 449. Aussage von H. J., May 19, 1965, BAL, B162/2304, 66.
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romantic relationshi-Pprsauwa ntve rDR Kwnruk esress. a nWi tN

Odessa and Landau, whesde ultasrcdher wpanewml aotfif emr e
possibilities for female compammemsihn pr,urtéaler
Transnistria. As many of the women attested

Sonder kommarnudroalR Ber ei chkomn@mnmalse memadtf ¢ malt
personnel worked and socialized togehdéder for
dai®Beyond the exceptional p&GoGemimay meat add
women enjoyed, many Ger man women deployed to
As asasleédted cohort of professional Nazi Vol
Sonder kommaGedromaRrn women were suitable romant
un@ t men. Sequestered in the Ukrainian count
Nazified Ger man women, who frequentdaiyrexpres
many of ®@&ofmlarheyeasmubor dd ss@amewh avte r reodsbtys wrckr i s i n
Cup@ darr ow.

Admi ttedly, the records available to reco
women in sodRuSHA Ukt asnandipnopsetrwagd tulreyes tdi hme r
range ofi prse.l atBootnhs hs a lerpa eess emd a v ihieye nanvmdbrer o f
relationshipsepnedséntkemgr enedghemer al | i ai son
nature, only recorded appl iwart itoensst if man ya utt ahko
West German police is virtually silent about

women in Transnistria either because discuss

Aussage von A. F., RUQRBIHUTRIRS M&E4al 8S8ALtL hdB1l6ase
ussage von Bl163StNaatetmbrezhB 81l Blambanwgal t schaft Landg
589,3 Bana7
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sensibilitierseloat ilapmemiseselt Beant to investiga

Notwithstanding these documentary | imitation
of a highly incestuous unit in which work an
Anecdotally, three notabl e .patFRiersns, tion tch

the frequemntlaybsetdewspeonr aSSy and NSKK members an
women, a significant number of relationships
Transnistri-ateremdendi oms .| onWhere ti md eWevs te wEedr mah
women during the 1960s, many of them were st
whom they had met during their &eapl a@iymarste t o
point. Originally fromrimhen RedletCe®Isand,s :ahe
assistant in C&3%upelrn oMay mbb42,i zed her for
deployed to Transnistria viGQw8s ewélalu pasit Rom
marriage age for®* mMNewte rsrendmnr iwognemer depl oym
a relationsh&pBwri £€hc Rk enm@badrdsftgunrrnefre, h rSeSr He i
fomtiywe-atd fellow SiMartrine@Geronmanover two decsé
German police inteatvti ewptded etro i AhildI6B, her hu
prosecuti on bfyeecdmsctoccrtyi nagb cau tf atrhei r ef fort s
them intf®® Odessa.

Second, German women assigned to Sonder ko

| ohgrm rel athen@mhipghevi trhanki ng mefmbiecst and

#BlApussage von FO1MESBALG EFBABBRG Y

WApussage Bon IHBNBGBEABALG2/B2BB3 SS Offizier Akte Heir
A334835092230

BWAussage Bon FOUHMMEBBYALEG 2 /B2 B.BI
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many cases, these unions constituted a mar ke
R& romance with and subsequent marriage to I
Austri amRvboyl ubnitretehr ed f or t he Ger mams cReldu sCsr 0s
Il n 1RA& Osuperiors assigned her to a VoMi rese
Vol ksdeut sche Steiermarke r bAefrtsetre ian birnn ef depl oy men!H
Ger maln (Reoss Rtitepatahedi stria as part of Son
Bereichkommandd@oXdeRihegBRastatrel ati onship witht
neighboring BerencWgwmsmagdeaet8&b&nstur mf ¢ hrer
vonrcrkkis, a Baltic German nobl eman, who had |
Gernoacncupi ed P&t Smar tilny 1®0f4t0er meeting at a S«
gathering, vonR&i tckhsasbechésomaRadt.att t o hi
WheRdeparted Transnistria i1 n aychli9d4d3, sThhee w
married the following *onth in her native St

Lastly, DRK nurses afd conontamrds hwardd eeam o fcfe
high rate oGivanhetmatr DRHE e n ur®s epsh yrseipcoiratnesd stco
throughouté& Taoawrstnriywdirde, i1t is |ittle surpri
romance. Even based on the fragmentaty docu
|l east a quarter of the physicians subordinat

servifTcansRiSBVnt arsturmf¢ec¢hrer Dr. Herbert Lgt

¥pDer Reichsfg¢hrer SS Haupt-8Smnd¥V¥olklsndnantdoc h &' MBKt &
Woms an den Herrn Pr Beelkteowloa@medr@grSiHIVOM, b . RAGD 4 Rle8e |
ForeB 6 10pi €d 0H4

Aussage von2 A9 6 B ALK R JBRHG 4

3Anot her example of a Sonderkommdntdyp- Rasdo
Untersturmf ¢ghrer Dr. Eber hard Mohr. Mohr 6s 1
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R head doctor, met his future AwbAemembemg h
during his medical studies at the Universit.i
L¢etzendorf enjoyed a reasonably successful c
i n it eeet 06cd aempeanitgns t hat Hof dmé&yamnlli ead itiheVdBlal
Bessarabi a. After working as amdothopo$brng
at Unhever si(t’ntisvkelrismimkyBe&€d i inm @) Isgitpzk e mder ft r ans
him to Landa® ali ¢oifpmepyicTak942] 1 owing mont
L¢e¢tzkendorf met his future bride, Hildegard
kindergar*fannésreselsérst ant, who had volunteer e
t hen sought dutyg Bahetbdeaftoat hostowihies th
Letzk&ndomfantic and | P%kAefltye rimdae oshioxg b nah cmat c |
Letzkendorf proposed in early Oct8ber 1942 a3
Perhaps as a ttisamamentlL dtozbhemdarfvo Stefan wa
name whMerGtetrhnrean pol i ce interviewed her in 19
hus bhaandd miee®i ng si Maa ccthi*tim 4 5 .

Schol ars have fdairntgatp oGenrtneade dwod mehseuplp@y t i n

marriage to a member of the German Red Cross. Mo hr 0 s
VoMi depl oyment, ecaadmipearRslsStHdAla.vkty e i BEb &r h a3r3dR®IDH r , NARA
284092

¥'RuUSHA Akte Dr. Herbe¥aRBEHRAONABLE, NARA, A

38 bild.45 45

%9 bild.4,5

Aussage von H. L., March 19, 1963,t BAtLtz806aYF R3O0
NARA 33ARS 5D 11052 3

¥lAaussage vonl®.9613.BALKE IBR2HO 4
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Third Reich and its wmftcdercouurss cpra lbieddie iso nfersat m
her examination of the family alrigwdestoft hesrec e
i ncestuous rehfeal aon&®icpeen gye meit resc twanfitch Ger ma

women oiled the madtdhd mesa ryzoofc Ripg P tong@mied m.s ¢ h

aptly captures the intemaeceanald Wdybhhbhmhcs th
Sonder kommando R. | n awihtahteanm otgietnetditheensagdr outpr
| i aiss@ambs | i zed an ot herwise fragmented unit |

criticismsthaadehnhe luemvited at both organi zat.i
| i ai sons bé&at meeh evee plemattierheir female subor
sniping held Ilittle truck on the | ocal | evel
Conclusion

I n his recent case study of the Nazi secu
descri be&DSihceh eSihpeo t spol i zegeeBundt $i Pbker bei an.
Servasdfied mmunity o8fHeviaorfigeangcaer.d| ess of rank an«
di spositi édwhtohvivalrepdefrodoenjwheisdwti odoeedi S
proclivities were awakemadie®rs pequien ek, d S$ihRo
single community designed or fated to mainta
Ki @f.Prusimindi ngSDapenusosig@lo assigned to the

provide a fruitful compadrafsonnt dr8osde sk omma

2KoomMot hers in e Fatherl and
¥Gudrun %dimwarFz,au an Seiner Seite

Al exander V. Prusin, AA Communieinyhe MaziT&rorol ence: T
System in Generalbezirk Kiew. o0

3% bid., 22.
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comparatively diverse groups of Ge® mans co0o0p
genoci dal plans in the occupied Soviet Uni on
Ger mametpreat or sver ghiexmga®lptnateur e ofe Sonder kom
personnel in TransH#ASDs torfifa.ci allm csa mttri aosnte dt d nS

conceived of Sonderkommando R as a manpower

Jews. &THa minietd pdritzfionlgied eafhneagh Ger mans nec
speciali zed personnel-Er awemwarsk DRrKg aaruir serss ,an
from other groups of heavily implicated kil
applicatiognetdtheh8&86ewss personnel it could g

to how this eclectic cast of cBadaveesst mi gh
thus a product of the warti me manpower press
This samg diversearly sabotaged the unit
subordinating a -§6ngtamerabhaonreponmoad t o an
an unavoidable necessity fos éhegr ¥oNed BUtar
mi ndseughhat oseecure all Vol&k shdaenudiss.c h eT hoipse ria
contradiction moveBdSSohdadkosmmandeeRk t o exp
expense of the NSKKyaukeawBRK, ahdchhasBESrtec
control over thes mmagrogdnrnryelo.f tHker tuind@t!l arl y i n
regi onal headquarters in Landau, this infigh
SS and members of t-Frea NeSIKWKer KD.RK, | rehredueNsSI Tr a
Sonderkommando R deployed the majority of it
i nocul até ds tt anfef utno tt hi s @ n$$ gBdr enigc hk dmmando

their NSKK subordinates dr ewt loeny as lcarmandb nb yf r ca
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their participation fireseabdpeemeantViodns Vohk Edet

Europe. Second, mady S&Gf en@derdsesr kaodhmbndosBns
femal e subordinates, whi cht veaear ngd rhieenresd a fn tte
t he DRK, -Bma@dué¢mhwe NI, despite clear institut:i
organi zations. Warti me manpower shortages p

R with a hodgepodge of persdmondélamswh® ng | drey
operations in Ukraine. fic oSmruchd rt kyoabrharvd oo | R nhceec

functioned in spite of itself,
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CHAPTER 111 : HARVEST OF VIOLENCE: SONDERKOMMANDO R &

CAMPAIGN AGAINST INTERNAL ENEMIES IN RURAL TRANSNISTRIA

I n rlhheshistrian count réy spedres, o NSroenld ee rkcoarunmatr
popul ation embittered by its | os& oofpepiriinvgi | e
mont hs, when Soviet and German forcesnboth t
chapnerprior to withdrawing in August 1941,
remove or de&stmiolyi t ey, egec @emomi ¢, and transp
particul ar atstpeemtkiearns ,t ovh®enr nSaorvs s p @aawtt drad r mit g t
become a fifth column, Soviet security force
military age & sagmeildulatsurtanle eegwiapment and | i
Al t hough advancing Wehr mascehtt rfaonrscpeasr tosv ebret fooork
reached the Soviet interior, thousands of di
countryside for wW&®kofininleidfr omreéekbhehomenpor &
mal e Vol ksdeutsche, Romgndmal seddy epar pil alnldy

Germanophoné& Blea t Germmeait sEl eventh Army statio

#yol ksdeutsche from al most every one of Transnist
testified to Soviet apeeawmpts to Ooi ve Irtnda maGéen maeirogcel
across the Bug River Sier,tlierl axamplmmeZeafgeh%4thaftl i
n.d., BAL, B162/ 2290, 13 3v.0h.ZeSu g, e nbseccheanfbtelri clh2e, VieS énle,h n
140. Zeugens cuhnagf tvDainc AlelgAV® 6 2 BIAING 2 /BABH6 Aussage von A.
Noventb3gdpp2BALG 2 /BA2FB9

¥Dal Ddessal9d4de6d. Aussage von F. E., August 27,
213/ 12 NOSOE ,05B®8nAls 4i,n diyc3atheed f act t hat Sonder kommando



responded by assigning sentr asedantdo tghuraeradt eangea
puni shment for any thamrvesmhbeatatf artc esauwihtthdr
Einsatzgruppe D aGBsgmaddtdet Webr ma8bByond sin
Vol ksdeutsche from further Romanian banditry

Ei nsatzgruppe D prepaiNedi thel eomyumuikxeesi hg

raccle wVehksdeutsche families and s {®pewted C
did Ho&f meaywerag subordinates begin to mobil i :z
National Socialutsbncaase?o Tlheinchsglet anot he
eradicate perceived i nt&e r\oalk sedneeunti seamew istehtitnl

initiative that began with murdering survivi
suspected Vol i de atss wiee loppone

This chapter recowerisncScemnmddrnkgd iymavn dod et

and eliminate real and | argely imagined adve
UkrabDespite their collective iard®eRBRtahte in
suspected correctly that the earlier Ger man

partially succeoskslgemebnErcahmdmigst hiea wit hou
establishing its racial and S@®o |lperispadc tfiowen,d a
the entire enterprise from i@speesgnoekrein A
Transnistria emu& apeedv Eouns admvwgidsip pesmmaitgn .

per manent Ger man aut hor iatnideéss Ritna ftfh el aruengci hoend,

its staff orders to the problem of Romanian theft in
ran r anpeamstt.anwei sung Nr. 1, Septembern@?2ihNr . 1941, BB,
Septenph 84 1BB9/, BRB3

angrBekat zungspolit2%%4nd Massenmord
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compr ehmonpsp iviegp eurpat i on t o kgolfini Y e df§ aamo d i me mb ¢
who had escaped the initial German dragnet.
Hof f neeyeubordinates withatsesoresevehal edct hms, |
Vol ksdeutsche, some of whom the Germans had
conspired to hide these indi ® dWoalksdeulksclnied
behaved no differentdd <bhamedthed Nialzat | Gardmars
acted had the tagr megtheagyrgett edl Fawsdh in the Re
Vol ksdeutsche did not conceive of hiding the
as an act of broad®RernGkhmsi de-Boamet aot adendai rd
Nevertheless, within th® d¢coeddkexd ocodn cSeornndse rakho
viability of theV8l asgr 6ppe&pir mhasyashat son
had under msi nnewr degen c®aenpitiper cepti on that ar e:
constituted a politically wunreliable popul at
Sonder kommando R began to construe any et hni
deemed to be un doepspiorsaibtlieo@a v ma afdhaer nuagyfésn d a . I

subordinates read Vol ksdeutsche efforts to s

the SS as the tip of the iIiceberg to a concer
Transhhatrhnaver *#ctually existed.

The term firesistanced is a deeply loaded one in
Hi storians have grappl ed watzhi hroewy itnoe .d i sDcuursi sn go pt phoes i1t9i
expressed Rdasiisns da ep pitisdedr .stoaMadr t i n Broszat, AResi st enz
Zwi schenbilanz desBbBygesohiZregdpr -8 ktsc,h@afitmd haldk Ges el |
Martin Broszat et al ., wvol. 4:709MunbOecthl:e fR.P eQil kdeerntb oaunrdc

similarly have pointed to an array of behavior under
Detl ekK. Aeiuskee rNg z i Germany: Conformity, ,ODpposition, a
Ri chard Deveson, (New Haven: YaRPep WwWnarne®piiniyorPrarsd , Pd
Dissent in the Thl94%DRéockh, BhaapnadolOdPB8 efrsesilO9BBnced
describe the wide spectrum of Vol ksdeutsche behavior
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I n early 1942, this increasing &rustratio

mi dl evel |l eaders used their autonomy to expa
fic o mmuaiinsttos an uneven, ysettanbpriuntgalo vetf froeral aa moe
Vol ksdeut sche r&smisgsxaainacre itro Trhaen sumiistt r i a. W

puni sh fugit ifvemnwodekvsod e/vetds chaegpi dl'y i nto a sy:¢
puni shments and dsasmwldatshnihcatGerrmaml|lwlzoe de mo
ent husiasm for the Nazi cause or whose mor al
prospectiveVomlekmdge meif nAdbdsleanftt ef f ecti ve over si
Sonder k ommasnednoi oRr luen@denogtei ps,adtilse i ¢ member s
initiatives as a pretext for abusing Vol ksde
brutality had reached such proportions that
his deputy Trreasnpsomissitbrliea faord brought i n new |
tamp down these abuses by ordering a halt to
into a concentratki Wol ksme uft src htehe regi on
Germans and Vol ksdeutsche

Schol @arsthagywgled to capture the ambiguou:
Germans and Nazi violence in Eastern Europe.
proximity of matnlye VBbkedaustsaine Eadaet SowvikEdr &

per mi tmt ¢ tphaeg t i ci pate di sproportionately as

materi al beneficiaries of g#&nhoecirdeewar dso weowre r
Ger manness . . . were only for those Vol ks
plans in Transnistria. Et hnic German reluctance to e

beetrt articul ated as recalcitrance.
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tdh Nazi OPAfofjerctthe war, the victimization na
the Feder al Republic devel oped & ocrcil mnpeak nméree
amplified f©hAss aammbeicgeusistayr.y correative, toypid:
hi storians have underscored Vol ksdeutsche pa
Soviet Union, without paying corresponding a
vi ofreinptp| @okeffketBazi wyrledhinéw tGratifama expe
Schol arship on the German occupation of Ukr a
sensitive to violent encounters between Gern
Angrei cekxcel |l ent examinat iaanp | cef, Biimgd®E ti gdrtsp g e
parallel efforts to murdeicommuadiind tssoault hleewms a
Ukr afsemil aréy) utcowercase study of Zhytomyr
factiet hatc Ger mans c¢ hwarg,e do fsti edre sb [dwrrriinrgg tthree
di stinctions of victdhlheperrapdeitcraaltiozrat iammmd dfy s

R efforts from hunting S&wrmvitwiiosgudiewg waindl &

to oobti magined iVotl ksdeutcsclNa&t iresal Sociali s
among a group of Vol ksdeutsche as heavily inm
Germans, the threat of German brutality r ema

Bergen, AThe 6Vol ksdeutschenodé of Eak%ern Europe,

®'Thidei mat(shbouncehl and chronicle) from the Vol ksdeut sc
this narrative. ewThé Bookedé&sommabhde &RO6E crimes in gr e
a more comprehensive engagement witWAnVolnk Sbesicths ama @a
Lindeomt stehung, Ent wicklung und AufZe&mns uMege rd earm dBeuit sspeihe
Kandel von (1808t tbgar tl94l4andsmannschaflOdP®&D7.Deut schen

®?Ber genVolfklshdee it Eabtern Europe and tilh®ed446bl apse o
109

BAngrBekat zurumngdp Maists2edOmo r d

®Wendy INaweér Bmdil e ng
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rul e.

The s ameetphonsitcwa@er man vi cti mi zation narra

rightly |l eery of Vol ksdeutsche c¢claims that t
acute methodol ogical <chall e®gevs oil re nrceec aaweari inn
Ger mansanismiTstri a. As | ocal comm&@&ndems orr at |

|l eadership,&sphpbapbedi ebet awatd area Vol ksdeut s

records about this I&sr utoaneistty |wevréded skuenpetArsaats utrh

from Sonder@& osnumaexiior Ror di narily rare and as
unit were generally reticent to discuss thei
war, statements that former Volokddkautcomhea i ga

only refewvewontes cAso ntamiys et hni ¢ Ger mans assum
become suspects in criminal i nvestigations,
victimization at &6t bas bloandd shrad tetsH dot Wené g anor s
from their own cri mes. Nevertheless, both t
given by ethnic German women who grasped tha
fragmentary surviving Gearmpamvamde Sowsiudtf iwaret
source base to help distinguish hyperbole frr
Sonderkommando R in Transnistria

Prior to discussing the increasi®mgdtyafvfi ol

| aunched during 1948e bt i e ®l vwsdenh enli wsftirtastti vteo
communi cations nedtawadr ko,f awhd clhe apd earysehd pa r ol e
mi dl eovmmandermendous | at i t@& d\o Itkos dsehuatpsec ht en ep ovio

southern Ukraine® ch9omaedleommbom@do oRgaeriszagni d¢
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structure to compensate for an acute manpowe
R& rou2Qhts®g ilni ti al members were respansibl e

130, 000 Voil rkisadbkeiutt ssrcthse, who were scattered th

area, and in towns and hamlets in a | arge su
Sonderkommando R initially fielded one staff
covethe entire region, that just one staff n
affairs in an area approxi mately as | arge as

From the beginnings ode Blonymaé ko emadieae su Ri t
attempted t o cpoovsesri btlhee tnearxriimuommy wi th the fe
When Sonderkommando R departedAugust Stahbsdoh
un@ tcaravan numbered some one hundred vehicl
speci al i zeedd vwintsh ergaudiipop recei vers, field kit
und tprofessi onraTr @heltGnpgFaSpdhredre.r k o mmando R r e:
Zhytomyr, wher e Hotnfame yuenri td irwiudgehd yt heeq u2ad d vy .
of the wunit remained in Zhytomyr for | ater d
centers in the recentl Yykthemeted Riee mdmkmdnmi s
the other half of Sonder koommauwmmioe®R Pprrarcereidetd
where, by early September, fSigltirng swadecltiemi

as the | ocation &ohed&dtHaaupk@EmmmbnTdoaanRB ni stri a

Rundanwesiung Nr. 5, October 13, 1941,
Munitionsverbrauch und Gebrauch von SchuCwaf n
14 /| Betr.: eier des Tages der nationalen E ebung,
A., June 7, 1945, Staatsarchiv M¢¢gnster, Nr . 2 2, 31,
Hamburg, 2130Q02nKE®&8 0A%sage vord 3169 6 BB ALGRIRTBZTEF/e r

BB, R59/ 6

fe
F r.h
9 90
0

¥*pProtokol doprosa2PlP44M adBt sacehd @gwEMenst er, Nr.
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both i1its equidistance from other area Vol ksd
house SondeGkammandst’BRSi eberoftheasdi vided t
staféi gmftaderoa -mMmameBerei chkommandos. Commande
off fter, the Beretbbkemmahdofgbhrmrxed SS and |
|l atter of which were responsible for driving
to each Bend®i@nh koidenbaerrdder s, t hese Bereichkomn
outposts throughout Transnistria in the pred
Al exanderfeld, Anam, Bi schofsfeld, GroC Lieb
Johanni sfelManniheihm,e nMerlidgnbur g, Neudor f, Ra

Speyer, and Worms as Welilveas tihre trted adiitvye @fb s

German units i n T& anwmarsdirn at, e Hoiff melyeerr egi o
among tsel mbsed Ger man administrators in the

Siebert faced i mmense difficulties in try
the field. Li ke other parts of the rural So
trafficregxtdnddnagiumna, particularly 1in incl eme
was two days of hard driving from Kiev. I n
i mpos®*®Wbheer further complicated ground trav

examPoeder kommasnudbounR t assigned to Nikopol i

®"Aussage von 3K1963St ®at shechbY0BMinst er, Nr .
¥BAussage Vv A g4 OM.2 BAILS 2 /B2 793
¥ pid.

These transportation difficul-uineds Po¢iegeafphirmar y
Adol f Pr¢tzmann granted Hoff meyer excl u$SSuwmel aut hor ity
Pol i zleti g¥Vliilkcl / Betr.: Unterstellung des volkmsdetusch
Polizeigerecht 2 pla9rdk2eBiAIL[ 2 BARSb e r
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Ukraine could not reach it s >'dBeesctaiunsaet isotnr edeutes
frequently i mpassible for wheeled vehicles,
weekly mail deliveries and writtemn staff ord
di stribution m#&4%Shoondd etrhkaotmmaonodko dRa ydse.pended on

the Pony Express to transport even cipher ©bo

for its radio t% Amlntstpowngte rVoiMi Loafnfdiacue.s i n Lan
Odessa had police band radio t&amsdmiftit eresnawir
in touch with their superiors i n Kncevr adido Be
equi pth¢atcatch Wehrmacht news broadcasts, Ho

to tune in us¥wertimeicadadry, radidoperhaps as i
mont hs, Hoffmeyer or Sieber® chaired confere
Bereichkommandof ¢¢hrer. These meetings, held
provided an oppwritaaddarys Hiop ttdheseatnipgol i cy an
wel | as for Bereichkommandof ¢¢hrefGet mamoci al i

sundries that were har d>*%2s iodoet afirno m no ctchaesiiro nr

¥lGer man Pol i Q¢r dRHOARsMAHLA4 FBNALSHRB B2c e

%2 ronically, Sonderkommando R
| ocal Bereichkommandof ¢ hrer that s
Rundanwei sung Nr. 8, n.d. BB/, ®Rki5A
Novenmb3@®41BB 9/ B3D4.0

tly distribu
nt staff oroc
Rei t KRuntdahfwe

apparen
ubseque
166der 4
BWAussage von D319B.5StFaeabrswmarcyd b $707/M¢ nst er, Nr .

%Ger man Police Decodes: 27.11.41, DacemgeEr veo,n 194
S., Mar Tche St aat sar c A6 9134D4nst er Nr .

®Rundanwe $i uGagl 8lh%e4r1 BB,9 /, B 48

st abbefehl Nr. 101, April 10, 1943,- BB, R 59/67,
Sonderkommandos / BerichtBGAOIUYUM, Reel 1242 FoddSHEASL 2,
1088, 192. Aussage von H. K., October 13, 1966, St ace
Mar ch 3, 1965, Staatsarchiv M¢gnster, Nr . 2690, 117
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orders dispatched by mount-edflacedeestangdgseven
Sonder kommasnednoi oORr | eader s had f esw booprpdoirntautnei st
spread throughout the Ukrainian countryside.
That Sonderédk ostemmainadro IReader s demonstrated

supervissngatheg wmpietr ati ons merely compoundec
many Berei chkemmaynad.f ghhoedrsf umeely eat t i tude t owa
unit exemplifies this | ack of oversight. A
Hof f meyer emul abtWadn dheiash dSsR t & lepreprtieaddr ¢ o manage
personnel whn Iteh ec omoswea notnldyo boa nhi s chauffeurs
Hof fmeyer back and forth from Berlin to vari
occupied Ukr ai n& Honfnfunmeeyrearb | aep etdi nseesn.i or Nazi

a styl e hwesl Ipaaybogvberd ¢ c0F eSS (Brigadier Gener a
ent owrf atginf,t eiemcl udi ng dri ver andt anexerchnadrrcd,
convertible |imousines at the r &ady,e e peenncoei
Hd f meyer al so maintained a host of accommode
Berlin to Ukgatwe, i nnrP"@Rd#fioantba¥i w.utnh &t dtFhe
way station was a particular favorite for th

female proprietor, convenientl®Ocbasmonhét yop

M¢nst €r6,959Nr . Aussage Vvo@y71F9 6 DB ALGNIBRZEIEBe r

¥"Aussage von J. P., Decembe®t H&r, I®rmBder BArmma Bdd 2R
confirm Hoff meyeAwssageessranyt. tR.awdlliuy yM366MIER6 2Nr St a

%Ger man Police Decodes Nr. 2 Traffic: 17.10.42, C
Protokol doprosa?2/RAL48t adHBt sacehd @Bdemst er, Nr.

¥Aussage von E. S., Hle2¢ mm3e®B.015, 1966, BAL,

WpAussage von F. J. L., Janu@rlyené6podOwasr BAdti BAB
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Hof f meoywelrd visit Landau, Odessa, or the odd
tours with much pBprand onhecumstante. Rastat
Hof f niee yaerr i val necessitated an honor guard f
compeewith white dress uniform¥lmoumadiabdd , e d
un®@ tphotogUmapédest uS®f ;hrer Georg Bauer, was
op”?0On i mportant matters,® sparmht iasi Batoden kiommta
Jewi sh deportees 9ddi i thagf ftnheey emi nct cenrif reorf&ietdu wi t
Hof f meyer, however, | eft all but the most cr
who, if they were | ucékhyoqf fcrnaist @r prueta cshi nhpilny , b yt |
epitomeeadulald manager .

Sonder kommabBiedroe i R hk ommandof ¢hrer i n Trans
independence in shaping Vol ksdeutsche policy
this autonomy wastbyg depbygGer mg&neqgtuenci gl s w
travel® mhedlenmet | eaders had substantial aut

i ndependent | vy. Never@ hvedeefsusl,| yS oinndaed ekgourartaen doo

infrastructureanwhothdeperdotiten whitten dis

per sonal relationship beAwssagdov d me@ledrfidaBnAdA,u dhies two ma r
B162/,23®4

SMAussage vee mBRgr 96 4BANDG2/B2DF3 Aussage volh2 J. P., I
1966 BALG2/BBRB7 Aussage vdml e 2 ZALG 2082t 3o0@0e r

Aussage volnplB64B.ALG 2 (BAPBS.5

Aussage von G. B, K BBkGcX/BBRB®BA3,SS1DE66i zier Akte (
NARA, 2RZ3R £5F50405 323325 Aussage VdAdBnl RA6S5 BALG 2J/BZ30E3r v

“pAussage von E. S., November 12, 1963, Staatsarch
Landpeéer 0&@&D,3 BRN1d4

*For this purpose, Hoffmeyer appears to have noti
Pol i ce DeTroafefei. dVe .Clc2l b1b%edr2 BNA 1 6 HWB 82c e
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ensured that speedys i ndreirorenlte aderf rwanu It ch eh awn
i mpossi ble even had Hoffmeyer and his I mmedi
deci si onar radbyoudf asmubj e &t sc,a mpnaci lgund iangga i tnhset ui nnit
in TrassWokbksdautsche communities, fell al mo
during the first year and a fan ft hddd e phatn oc c u
ma k dbtnlypgat Lower has aptly identified as part
administrators in the occupied Soviet Union,
nece¥%sity.
The Murder of fiMbexat oRamwiel igeagsh sindg sTVol msdeut sc
Settl ements

I n Tra®@sWobksdautsche settl emendseswi $he Na
policy that was far nfoalett oabllinpale memani nh&eonmn
maj or distincti bhe isdsgpwisidtstyeaairdrt meitr part J
children were to be considered as Jews for t

t hNeazi npear tryepeated stiff opposition from the

t hat botdculgd oluegp sr sghar ded as Jews. Both foll
the Wannsee Conference in early 1942, Ger man
Jewi sh spouses of Germans were inadvisable b

thgiméHeedhaegetwarning, Naziesathedi hoestoep

member s frfi tihlesg®dndhat hemagepartially Jewi sh

*Lowdlazi Bmpilred ng

Jer emyesNodkihe Devel opment of -Blawi sRobMcgchbwange :
194be 060 Baech I nS8ditoded4 20d40BODPXI4B3V4NazediGEndany and t
J e wis4. 8
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Transnistria, by contrast, ¢ onNaezrinsr aacbiocault ploo
There, Einsatzgruppe D and | ater Sonder komma
residents, whdmiweeag df ammintbiees. ofl n some instan
mur dered not only the JewilWMi sscphdulbnegse aff s ot k
unidmrsyoprar t*fwhen Tr ansetilsnird aGer mans hid the
Jewi sh neighbors and family members from the
administrators had prediwdwldd tthaawe mhonrnye Rred dc h
i mpl emented sid4shewashypoadiccak ant  Ger many. S
not to have grasped that the SS had pursued
t he suspect nattwrceh eofmaldeec alt Monl dkisfdfeeur ent t o |
killings® sHidbfofrndeiyneart es i nterpreted area eth
selective grMiwsg htl fi ndgeetv baesa Br endbitct abl e respon

mur derous @oNacziy tdéegetnmeedh hpaodiuenmptoifgad! layymp loe me nt

Ger many, but rather as evidence of Vol ksdeut

Upon its arrival in Transnistria® Sonderk
responsi bilidiredsgifvion ksadleium gjcuhdee (sfeetietel eonfe nltesws
None of&G tdhher winvitng records reveal evidence o

Sonder kommacnodnomaRn der s t o their staff to begi
However, the sfacdt tthheatunmembpeurr sued t he same
Bereichkommandos sug@esffitbans mecekepmwstd Ohal
either before separating in Landau or, mor e

Despitel atrhiet iseismiwi t& &f hemtggtapmer der | ocal

aAngrBekat zungspolit2%Dlund Massenmord
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Trans®@®i et hnac Ger mans towns amdt ehaknlvweas, Son
significantly more challenging. In its init
1941, Euppatbghad shot only those Jews whom
without the help of | ocal ethnic Gern@mns. T
Vol ksdeutsche settl ements were eithetrhelmws w
frame SS or Jews who had returned to | ocal \
Einsatz@rdeppar Dur e. I n eith®@rvicatsiems , unl i ke
Sonder kommalnedwoi sRn t argets typicall ys had much
Vol ksdeuememtes setBYy dint of the fact that th
and, al most invariably, were being a&sisted
attempt atredamsr dvears a | engthy prbo@8428s that col

| niy,i a3dnder kKso mmavnodlov eRment in the murder ¢
Transnistria constituted a secandr sumees pwéd ehkast
mont hs earlier. Killings in the regional ce
Geram town of between 2,500 and 3,000 resider
Odessa, exempl i fi®si Miodnddmeilrikgd mifPeSthebar tR'y af t er
Romani an and Ger man troops occupied the town
det ecntmfrom Einsatzgruppe D entered Hoffnuni
sol ve fiheewilsohc affUwistthi otnhhe ai d of | ocal infor ma
detained a handf uic oorfmuloa ssahwse Vbl ksdbet weba 50

whom et hnic German witnesses | ater identi fi e

pAuage von R. 2B9196BBAEGD/BAN0OL Aussage vona9J. F., N
1963BAILG2/BAFO0 1

Aussage von23A96WBALAD MBBEDI
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wh o

ell ees from Bessarabia, and shot their pr
was its established practice olnksSdauwmtssa lse
to bury the Bodies in a mass grave.

Despite i mplausible postwar r&e nfoonrsmerrat i on

s ®nirhgdélewi sh owaesfhaonfromHsapvsduwmégh8sr

ng®fatnmerhi s suDbedispharers , KSsr F S SHof f mann,

rschar f ¢hr er®NAS Kekx acnhdéberf méeti®mshtea bl i shed t he
ei chkommando in Hoffnungsthal the foll owi
ived in Hoffnungsthal b6 utald yt diwmg ha mpuarsbres
viving Jews for two reasons.® d&arlsiter isgwe
focused on Freiburg, a predominantly Jew
ometerssawag/ | ap# efthhummadgnsyl eowfi sHT6esodént s .
t war evidence sugsgeisnist itahlatk iElilnisnag sz gsrhugpcpke
had hidden survivingF,|l cac dlo cJad wsr efsriadne ntth e

satzgruppe D budeémaéddedo as é&rulel edcad utflbtbead b e i

BlAussage voRA.65MBALENMABABAS
¥Aussage von,l1H.6 5JB.ALL6 MBHH0 &
g5 Offizier Akte TheP® hdAMBB W8 5BPF4r6t8ner, NARA,

Ei nb¢grgerungsantrag Thed4h3A 4 MNEBNEOGL2Lr3t4Re 1, NARA, RG

¥ss Offizier Akte Konrad Hof-LMma8ARS BANBRA, RG 242,
BRUSHA Akte Al exander4 288 REBMSD,3IBRA, RG

¥AuUssage vohOl.6 5JB.ALG RIABHHO0 4

¥'Aussage von H. A., NovemberAuzz,agk96&dn BALA.B1l®2[
1962, BAL, BLlber2BB&, fG8e of Freiburgbs Jewish inhabi
Hildegard E. arrived in area in 1943, the townds Jews
i nhabitants. Aussage von H. E.,. S26059 mbeRumméyr haé6i|t

Ger man authorities Awds asdqietv drm eA2i8bGuM DR RIGe2VRHA B.06 1
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sight of the corpses and having *3e&eoW.funabl e
another denizen of Hoffnungstihatl ,i m exgruend nredn
with th¥®Bloitlpomwlsar and private disdain for
newly appoint eBd may erh,e &G ostret taihesbi ngwld ews fr om
When Wei ng?2r tBnae re fdfi srctosv earedbehal f ofBihns Jew
favoarnottcther | ocal resident, who was s%€emingl:
B& advanced age apparently sfahedJbeivsr whom ¢
attempted to help, however, were not &o | uck
subordinates rounded wup ©henbsiuriveiewisrhg fmemmUd @ r
and executed t lsene noviit Momfgf.n wncgaslt aelt hni ¢ Ger ma
have reacted equally negativelyi tFh @tlgiess subs
fourteen in 197%, al ogr |l rwaeseuntattl y shocked
the Jewish children, with whom we had®been t
Il n a pattern that repl as avod dk sidtesuetlsfc hien snea ntyl
Sonder kommainndiot iRal responsibilities involved

the assistance of area ethnit Germans, had e

BAUSsage voORRM.65MBALENMABABAS
WAussage von23A96WBALAD BBIENIS
MAussage von24w9 6B BALMARANBE 9
¥MAussage voR21.65MBALENMIABABR®S

on M B., August 21, 1962, BAL, B162/ 23

ss e v .
BAL, B162 305, 133. RB8ES AYRAWGOR2WBZAE.B1G. , November

¥Vernehmung vodhlHE2BALG ABHRBE

References to these killings pepper postwar test
July 19, 1962, BAL, B162/2297J. 5B., Novdémmermul5sek9 &/2
B162/ 22 D%, N2dMr.bach, see Aussage von H. ©Sn, July 6, 1
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Li ke those of Einsatz®r wepgpgeorrigse $Jwanveesx mfluroanm
Trans@®i st hnac Ger man communities dnisxoecknt ai |
racve | ksdedwetws csthe f ami | i es. This initiative ¢

Sonder kommando fiflkR.x e dvmenebceér ssg eod darnedn ,t hwehior hcahdi |

survived Eimsmurzggeru pgpemmPai gn, had done so by
l uck someti mes played a role, more often tha
assi sthamwar b&ati ves and at I|galsdcal traecditd emgtr e

paint them as targets for Sonder kommando R.
fimi xedmaacéeéages and their offspring may have
any woeuldlenouncer woul ddimagvd hkenawr otr hmeatt | prno
Sonder kommando R would have contributed to t
| ocal rel atives. 't was t tlhve Maaodtmiunnitsitlr atthieo
Trans@i ¥orksadeut scheocundt trlesmaretnd st aethounced
anMi schtta nender kommando R.

Perhaps as a reflection of the unease t ha
witnesses focused disproporti ostat eVeys hon t hes

German and Sovi et aut hor intiixeesdf a aichtei ensu rwdaesr ao

initial catalyst for the West G®rmantcmemina
activities. I n Nowembern cl @6 h,b oa ftptreors er cava doik nsg
in a | ocal newspaper in British Columbia, an
a |l etter about these crimes to the Ger man co
Kat harinental, see B801s9a2gBAlB@iB2WPOD. , Oct ober
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Of fice forwar d®&Betf ®rleu gwiageh nBg 1t cheer kscrmman d o
invol vement in the mass mMuadRr Wesdt J6awsmamr i n
i nvestigators focussed otlheeiirn immugrudierryi nogn tthhee m
ofimi xedmaacéeéages &n Vot assmmy tsicthiae .0 These t°
killings also | etGertmaenisr, mvarik hon sl acdll ecared
crimes constitute one the rare instances 1in
i nvestigat ed Ss0 nareirmeosmashgradienssRtd elnad s (as o0oppos
depor*€kebs3.rich source base provides a uniqu
Hof f e yseubordi nates prosecuted t&his final <ca
Vol ksdeutscjhedeete¢il @ment s

SonderkommédfidotR to el i minatieohhamd aati ueE
from Selz, a town of some 3,000 Vol ksdeutsch
exemplifies the disffsiucbhwlrtdiiensa ttehsa tf aktoefdf meny ecra
t heissi min. As in Hoffnungsthal, Ei nsatzgruprg
sizabl e number of | oficaimmudeawsd srnedc rMoil tkismdge ua shc
et hnic German men to serve as interpseters,
Cri Méelaike their colleagues in Hoffnungsthal,

SObersturmfe¢echrer *Mantbehi s PRdretpasrchtwd Blifagnmreer

Brief an das Consul atGermhnyheV&erdeuaér Refabhda v
Noventhd 6 1BAILG2/BBIND

Akt No. 37, October221.70,021M,4 4Re eUSHMM,FoRrG 7021, O
No. 40, October 1Z2.0®2M, R&SHMMG, RBdBd 7021, Opis 69,

"Aussage von 311.962.BALORIBABGO On the recruitment of
interpreters, including Hansl 9\6o7l St, a astesea rAcuBsbsga8gMe¢, nvsotne rL, .

Mgs Of fizier Akte NOALbP2RAPIALBBEOMAhMWAL I, NA
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F3*€® nherited responsibility for a Wakko®déyt sc

parti al | epvaisngfeldu eonfc e s .
Prior to the war, Selz had been home to a
anticipated correctly the Nazi threat and ha

during the éURomenllmflew84Wwho had i &6t ernmharrci ec

Ger mans, however, Selz appeared to provide a
Romani an offensive. Apparently judging that
young chil drpemotad d toirare df rhom Ger man aggressio

collective farm wkas«per POk dmmsipeey s r ema

in %eArze.a ethnic Germans, who were married t
haven. GeowasgaDeiabertin pb93hQ@s, Dairbergt t ha pm
musi cian and chor al director, had moved to C

chil¥ween Romanian occupation authorities ar

pat@&mome in Selz with their two children bec:
better chance for survival than Odessa, whic
Romani drewarsti ‘ViSoremné¢esingl y, botshsaTthmpetlinbams a

¥Aussage voll 9626t aadehbychbyliMinst er, Nr.
WAussage vonb6A96 EBALAZ/RGTDA 2

““z7eugenschaftliche Vernehmung J. S., December 12,
L., DezHMmBbdBAL§2/B229Aussage vonlb2/ @®29 1nAudk.s,agkAlv,onB F.
Decenblt961BALG2/B2291 Aussage voR]l1E96 KBALGRIRZEEALEe 1

““Quot Adisismg.e.,viNmvkmber 24821 286D, ZB2Augenschaftlich

Vernehmung von D62R2ABFHBO. d. , BAL, B
9] b ild.4,
W biod. Aussageé lVer BALG M/BAIAKAgAssssage vohl F. J.

1961BALG2/B22491
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about their ability to submerge themselves I
Reconstructing precisely how Pachschw©l |
families in Selz is particudfardoystdwarf itcaudtti m
rather because of the ubiquity of |ikely exc
gave to the West Ge{RA%a npdo |Ail ceex.a P dRreres HSSt tsveohl, |
appointed ethnic Ger manf etaiyrog adc dSerdtzs, talhdt p
absurd denials of any wrongdoing, to bl aming
to fingering one another. With the aid of a

Extraordinary StateaCem@minssi gnvamdbpoot wWar ¢

however, a par f9Ddr ipnig ttuhied 4é meiregrehsoffami | i es
in hiding among the |l ocal ethnic German popu
remembered fondlfyramera afte atanrceecs pheel d i n the
children {™Alptlhaoiung hs iogthhte.r resi dents were awa
Dei bert families had members with Jewish anc
Pachschw°l | adreshi despbdreditrhe fact that, by .

AN Austrian acrietnitzleyn ,u nacnodn caeprpn ed wi t h appearances
Ger man authorities first in Austria and then in Nortt
investigators about the killing of tt ha&sleetttwoar ftaonitl h e s
Embassy in Morocco. In it, he objected that the inve
I i gBrti.ef von N. P. an die Deutschen Botschaft in Maro
den Gesitentde nNSEdmoaepas . 2902 bPteaat sarcBiv@/IM¢gnster, Nr .

“®F provided a detailed and |likely phony descript
t wo anonymous SS officers, therempurdemveniAesshygedione

191962Staatsarchby8li®2z nst er , Nr .

“Fetsch also gave descriptions of the familiesd n
conveniently pointed responsi PAiulaigtey vdinr éAc 2 FAy9,6a2F ePa alas
BAL16R/ BBP71 Aussage v6In9 fA2 B AL G, 2 /B203g0od2s t

Akt 4NDo .Oc il $1b9%edr4d R@ . M,0 2Ree e FOM A 1 Opd sDeH6 @

““Aussage von D. P., Aprid 26, 1967, BAL, B162/230

144



could have remai@edomgphocant oh the ®&8rder c
conspiracy of silence ended abruptly &n Apri
tacit agreement to shelter GGhwi feamebcapedbbt
Romani amwhapteorbhg ut al conditions shedamd end.u
returned to #H%lrn faaniown ionf S3,10z0.0 rXexsléddlent s,
staff, some of whom had just arrived & rom Ge
return were it not for the fact that recent|
et hnic Ger man iVidbdrktsitfuimsatuisoves esen‘tfét h e w
mont hs earli-ecalkPothekbBeofaeregbédnic German ref
vill ages from captured Soviet dé&pomatsat imunm dten
campaign would hav® abscuaruniat weeckhymegar |l y
1942, however, the alhsened ofdenmhefagptopmi at
from Sonderd&k opnamasnamon Rl . After determining M

Pachschwafttlteanhdd her at dihset dmam | fyr cdhmo nteh eai rs h

post, drove her a kil omet &%P eoruhtaspisd eb eocfa utshee M
Dei beratppearance had increased t®&desviagifl aoce
“9Zeugenschaftliche Vernehmung \VMamssBgeRwv,0nnJd. H.BA

6,1962BALG2/BA3ABG2

“"Establishing when Son\oelrkksotmumasnsdua wRd idi Bsitcruilbtu tperdo p

it |ikely vdroicead &adaarudrnsrn@ntces . A | ate December 194
subordinates to distribute iRemdardnweiasuimgn NMrar dksl bly Be
namentliche Erfassung und Reiagsstnriiserrunegn,a lDeecre mboel rk s2d8e
R59/ 66Evild&nce from Bereichkommando XI in Rastatt, ho
Sel bstschValzksttemé wleglwat sehe beginning of April 1942,
Ei nb¢r ger umg sHerctkr, a §SZHRBALNAERSA3, EWNB C5 75 7.4

“2Eprovided the most vivid amcofunwhiodhthe aomesni e
i mpl ausibly ¢l ai med that he handed her over to anothe
Staatsarchiv M#B8m®RsterFetMdrcch X87alt,ed81si mply after the wa
Aussage von A. F., August 6, 1962, BAL, B1%e2¢/ 2302, 70
Aussage von H. L., Dle6c2e/nd®BIx 1 2 1, 1961, BAL, B

145



perhaps because her Dbrnwtfolr muwrtderhado rewierpdcad
mi ght now prove equally fatal, in short orde
Kasper Thiel man as d8°Jew and shot him as wel

Whil e PachBkihlwi°dd otdh Jews i mmetdhieattewoy a
SS officers waited for more thami mederbcbefo
chil*dt enseems -1t9Ma2t Sooyn dneirdk osnmamdalion R or der i n:
staff to permit VoMi dmipxedchdddefmerL atnhdeaiur t o
bi ol ogical suitabVol kyge¢ me ibr@lshcem afixip d ende,éimt &t . lod
a | ocal et hnic German truck dHebVeale stmplpoydd
this theory. After witnesstagrupeembr dead of
Sonder kom$naegl@an Rt o fear f or -Jtehwa ssha fgertayn docth i Hic
He presented the situation to a sympathetic
requested direction fromehcbBkemmendofghreilhe
of ficers from Landau appealrd ead etro diesaclau deaogf h
my duties at t heHeBeerneemchaklbemméado it hat my gr s
have a Jewi sh app edartandtte e tmhootuhgihn gs pheacpupl eantel v e
that theankiongni 8S Bféferescewhom his postwar

bl amed foredMdssappeheahce, appeared in Selz

“B3zeugenschaftliche Vernehmung WdmebD. wRtness@ds, cBA
T.06s disappearance. See Zeugend@haf 1 B AlcGh2e/B2AV/%RPON e h mun g

“according to F., etrtedsSS hriduwmeead 8up oDeliob days aft e
Aussage von J. F., July 19, 1962, Staatsarchiv M¢nst e

“BAussage von W51964BRALH2 BBDG4
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funct i odre stchraH®d le®I n.8mt a |

Regardless ofdwbaetWweretihe aich atl swbbjm ctad d
little more than a week after thé& muraddr of
moved against the youngsters. eEafl WMlagpoe EKpt
and two | ocal ethnic Germans, Fr ahzolWaédt add
the childrenUndeheihesahafitgedrpretext of ta
orphanage, the SS requesard d#&4hPen dretrity han
without protest, Dei bert -ydeuattidf uR al fya ehy & radnl de ds eh
old Lena, against the morning cold and per mi
yout hs int®Whlee a&rhteyf parcrairved at the Thiel man
request, Martha Thielman in8Thke efdSomblaicg@dpla
packed the woman and her children, P%ter, RoO

Josef aSfeltesiwd&rRt z | at efit hdee sntortihbeerd otfh et hsec ecnhe

“®*Aussage von J. F., July 19,811962, Staatsarchiv N
Akt 4NDo .Oc fl $1b%edr4d R@ . M,0 2Ree e FOM A 1 Opd sDe6 @

“®Fetscho6és testimony suggests that an SS request t
subterfuge that the SS used hbl dhouasasi angcee vDoen 28r tF.t, 0 Fsee
1962BAL62/BBBI91 Aussage vEHIN9 A2 B ALG 2 /BZL3H0u2s t

Akt No. 40, Oc¥@b®02M7, Re2446,RGond 7021, Opis ¢
|l ocal resi dent a@dref iargmed otf h ded bermrdxismchi |l dr en. Zeug:
n.d., 1BRIL ABBIO

420| t

is impossible to establish with certainty tha
same ti me. Local reagfdentshefwSedhkhmiéredvytdist ampéeaersd
roughly the same time in 1942. Zeugenschaftliche Ver
Particularly if representatives from Landlakeéyamhaed
the Deibert children and the surviving members of t he
operation. Evidence from the Soviet Extraordinary St
victims were muryder eAkQo Dot Blbdedsda@. MA2RBec e FOM A1 Opi s
69 DeicR

“bid.
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want to |ive without them. |l saw at a di st a
and the women were brought forward. 0The won
As he SS mdawtv eoft teown, Fetsch calme® the chil
Upon arriving at the sand dunesStbhaswebkg SE8| z
perhaps aided by their locaUpehpems togiunned
town, Pachschw®°l|l banned local resid®nts fro
Remar kably, sometime | ater, Pachschw°l| requ
choral director and he once mgao. entertaine

Both Einsatzgruppe B and eSmprn de rt koo mua rdeea F
Mi sc hiln nlgrea@s vosksdaut sche communities under
|l ocal ethnic Germans pl ayedimanc hbiontehr yl uobfr i c at
deg uodat onhe IW d dtiohudtevedual i fied support of t
Nazi GGegifmerts to murder every | ast Jew r eme
When asked to identify their allelwi skhe pnteitghheb oir
of at | east some | ocal residents of Jewish a
summer of 1941, | ocal ethnic Germans had fin

during its sweep through mehe/ol kgidemt scNev e mnf

failed to denounce a handf ul of them to the

“27eugenschaftliche Ver ne2h®f hBALGOMN/BAARIS., December
Akt No. 40, Oc®@b®02M7, Re®2446,RGompd2 7021, Opis ¢

“Zeugenschaftliche Vernehmung amibDusRy, mwhidl e BA
Extraordinary State Commi ssion supports this postwar
vi ctAkns . No. 40, Oc2e2k0 BFe FA@®AUOPIRDET @

“®7eugenschaftliche Ver nehefhBALGOMN/BABIS., December

“®Aussage von61T96 MBALANBAZS?2
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some Jéews catnid ntglree SS and sheltered others is
however, ethnic Germaméniafeddd d mtaews sandvhmem t |
regarded as integrated membersgoé®t h&r Apnsnai s
Vol ksdeutsche behaved no differently than Re
attempted to deports aawndd nouffifdsepre dJnegmirosfh agge®u s €
Al t hough &r ¥abksdéeutache were ready partners
many of thdnirxeddweshdbaomds, they remained rel
authorities in hum&ihgndbwnathal Namemregi wi't

Despite ongoing | ocads nmwolllk sfdreaucttsicohne osfu ptpho
fimi xedneagébors during the first nine months
Sonder kommando iR pGerramainv eech tentulrsn asm f or mur d
di fferentl y. Area ethnic Ge® mamtsr dnatdi ¢ ® sfp@m
assistance with scores a&f meemhbuenrcs atth aotn sma rsyat
Vol ksdeut sche wehe Wialzldispg oquett rseor & hiat tt hey
interpreter& ferdmitcheerenpinocommuni ti es. Foil
however, the repeated di scovdniyxeodfaamdeEieas | o
cast serious |ldonghhmtesass otfo | tolceal wielt hni ¢ Ger man s
project® sTléfumietal i zed that the continued s
would have been i mpossible without the concr
virtdalllowadl Vol ksdeutsche. & MoIn#4&Memrs,s Sonder
shooting(topebatdionc seyvaumdiipphadhapt essrated to
Vol ksdeutsche that the SS expected them to n

Sondarmandado sRaff in rur al Transnistria cont.i
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imi xedfamcéi es wel | intol1ltndl sugheseadet e t
ethnic Germansdhewmaveeredsoepposiecde | pasealt ht g
cmponent of the National Socialist agenda.
Sonder Kkommadnidsoc oRv ery that some residents
in Tra®@sWobksdaut sche communities with | ocal
contributed to exisitit ngbecwihctehasy watihd nt ¢ hien
Tr ainstnr i a. GF rfdienpsttbg mant tt o sout hern UKkraine
the veterans of earlier Vol ksdeutsche resett
Germans -LA3f6hbopndaries of the Soviet Union
Germanophone minorities that they had&d encoun
senior | eadership acknowledged repeatedly th
Ukrandet he comparatively weak | inguistic, cu
Ger mans had maintained with the Reich histor
und tmi ¥sWhoinl.e it is virtuall y&c eratrfdi lrentdhrat S
average thought even | ess of | ocal Vol ksdeut

t hfiegent s of &enr nlfarnainzsantiisotnr i a <Stoafdfer k@ menlay diof

articulated their | ow regatrhdeifrorj abthet d osculadc o
recdfLdskewi se, in their postwar statements t
Sonder kommafnodromeRr per sonnel did not articul a

“’See, for example, Rundanwei surfrgsNmu.nglun/d BRetgriisftn

all er Vol ksdeutschen28lm4TBaBnS/ME&E2t r i e n, December

“For Sonder kommando R6és staff to have articulated
Sea Ger Waonh K sarsi sagkeaed diev ulegsiergv atthheosns t o ot her el ement s
whi ¢ h, in contrast the SS, opposed VoMi 6s effo

t o t he
Et hnographic Research of Georg Leibbrandt gmd7 Karl St
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have been out of step wetbobhhexpoofrwgal Gér
investigations during the 1969lIsf ,anhdowevwers, ais
attempt to put a &p osistsiivoen,s pSio® déem &iblerEmaunndipt Re
acknowl edge the ypottendtoicall wWos usdebitkiche, t he

their subordinates would have thought much b

suspect group of Vol ksdeutsche in the eyes o
Germans demohset 68t edgwhdedtas an al arming | a
Social i sm. For®d Soemnadkefr Kkomamainalo &nd political
regs oviol ksdeut sche became mutually reinforci

The realization that | oceadt&ddl Gasdman sefhfeo
kil | a hzasdfweél ofadewhe offspring efhmiaced n
German settlements, however, di®G megatimply

perceptions of tohe Bluggk sBedd Gethmhamntsghealu pr ob
hands. Il f, even after Sonderkommando R had
mass murder of Jews, many | ocal etfimhkxedGer ma
racimei ghbors, then What ngl?se |l mi gt st ae ymyolse@he
suspicion, Somdetr&fofmmaegaan Rt o regard any eth
mi sbehavior as a possible concerted oppositi
this perceivedVdlalhgddeutkedlye i magiesdt)ance i n th

i mmedi ate consequences.

429 A number of the unitds for mer Sefef,i cfeorrs edxeagpmpcltee,c
Aussage von 319635t &®at sbechbP/05M¢einst er , Nr .
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Policing ®r &g kisgteruit a c h e
I nitial l yJewiiskhe metass uarnetsi,& Sefnfderr tko mma nglwr ¢
Trans@®i ¥orksadeut sche communmint ipeod iafi osallkleecogepd |
simply a continuation of earlier Ge®manleper

in rooting outficloommaulowasetisk s detiasthenumeri call

insignificant. Di sudhmt emtenwil tyh wbaoaeiseptr emad! &t
summer of 1941, both the Wehrmacht and | ater
| ocal informants, who frequently sought out

denunci ati ons, atnhde EGenrsnaanz gmiulpiptearDy had al r ea:
Vol k s d éouftfseadbdeefrosr e Sonder kommando R arrived o
Sonder kommapnrdeol iRmMi nary rol e was thus again t

the region.

Wh at bse gaa ndimampp ietogp eurpat i on t o kill suspect
icommuowlsase presence earlier German forces [
an effort to |l ocate, déctoammudh ilegnidt iewxeesc,utveh g e

nei glsbo mplicated them %S opnrdeew akro iSaenfdeob rRE &8 pt ¢
ar rFersitedr i t hethfaoarrmearn of the village soviet i
settl ement of roughly 2,400 residenbsesome 6
thedumiatpi dl y *évod ali ngolrlodMeautsoheabbkdfor

expropriating his neighbors, fwhlodk Soviet aut

“0¥see, for example, Sonderkommandoi Rosloafnesgsohal
Aussage von H2?21862BRLGZ2/BAEDE.1

“lYernehmungsni eder & Z1hori 2ABALGR@MBBEBI 6K. , July

Aussage vor3A96 5BALEAPBA3I0S5
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According to some sources, Mlruagutnigndlhy rcaopad e
wives of farmers whose property he had confi
allegedly Mad sewvtean y&@Arfs eirn hfrsi sed.ease sho
wa® begiMnrneilnogc,at ed t o Per vomaitshko,r i giitehse rh abde on:
permitted him to return to Neudorf due to hi
retrifuni Parvomai sk, Hhowdefemrf mera rwil d tniams wh o
since moved to the city,o rNeabBlgriipeM.t®idmimhe Up
t o®n Ber ei c hkommamtdeorfscthu remf, ¢ ISISETAtMakéethH 3ius K° h
request, German aut hoMiamnides et mr ARedv bmani s o ar
Bereichkommando XXIV in Neudor ferSDohei @aghéi wa
l engthy i nc 3ra e h&bimomfnfdiocdes,h eKM.hbi perdereedhar
| abor under the guard of tMm& detmacmod sttia.b
savagely, leaving HYMAf wer puBmme ke n rsh roorkdeenrks?, h b s

member s &f SteHebsarskdhata vVegeteabl e garden a he

Neudorf, forced him to dig hid&Gown fgeqwvest an
Bt is difficultnoo dédeecmiangewbét hapeohas any me
conceivable, it may al so have be&n ax @ouwttiwanm. f akud sad
May 24, 1965, BAL, B162/ 2305, 152. Icrctuesrad d toinrsg layg,a i anf
Sov-eeada mayor of Wor ms, Geor d 3w 64 BAkG2A/B2RIABIo N A. D., A
“¥M. 6s nephew, August S., confirmed tWasshgehadnmo
A. S. , Apr il 23, 1965, BAL, B162/ 2305, 7

“BAussage voh4lD.65MB.ALG MBAD®S

“*Both S. and R.6s testimonies confirm that Ger man
Per vomauissskaenge von A. S., Apr i [Au2s3s,a gle9 6vbo,n BIAL ,R.B 1 6Ma/y2 32
B162/ 2A23%®5

B bid.
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t she be per mi tGtodldy ttoo &GhNeesuednbfrtefe r W.us band

Sonder kommaenfdfoo rR s t o pico simeh Mgl ks dest s

constituted an entree for | ocal SS commar
sures against area et hnd cefGfead mtas st, 0 whioelet
al Jews raised new questions about their
umentation, it is difficult to reconstruc

gely on postwar stabemeerstssdehas foomeiraht

t German investigators, howeve®, etfhoeé¢ sma

ce h¥orkgdewmt sche popul at i @n pbreecloinme naaprp
orts at podrimamg -beymieghtelt yhmii tci &t i ves. Eve
these measur es c a®nec d mmodaan Ewonsiseir bki ol mntayn dtoh

viving fragment dHpfreegeds add Soebeuppdbrat

(7))

hape themrinertshefr eimathes ni stri a, where tl
the SS officers responsible for Vol ksdeut
e the ultimate arbiters of objectionabl e

i shim@emtmore minor Vol ksdeutsche offenses,

ciplinary responsibilities to theifr Ger ma
ointed Vol k¥drehet d mhve naifnfbieai @lfs .Sonder k ommse
il ocal hel per s&r @lt@miice Geo mBma mpomppiugd tart ii @ n
riciousness and idiosyncrasy of SS power,
I n with. The towns in which Sonder komman

“*®Aussage vor3A96 B5BALEAPBA3I0S5

“Aussage voll 9626t aadebhychby7i8Mgnster, Nr.
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the brunt @foltlce ngnietf f orts because they wer ¢

German authorities maintainé&d nmeorpeerrneamoetnet pr

Vol ksdeutsche villages and&h&mlremba, swhi €tht $p
visged on periodic inspection tours, Bereichek
decided to pumarsht Walydpgawmutl yclwe th | ittle unc
realEves.in a penal system def iennefdorbcye mehnet w

wa s uneven.

Second, although decisions about what <con
initially the purview of individual Bereichk
did not survive the war, it misd|apvpedr eorftf itchea t:
down on a wide variety of alleged ethnic Ger

transgressions was a reluctance to embrace v
Pachschw°l |l was notorctcoGsermanspwhosh&@nbedota
arrival -awimehd aHisthliafnf ¢ §aSriunGel ar 1y, et hnic Gern
Landau | ater complained about being beaten w
with their H%popr odpimhseara mc e ankt he SS punished e
to meet its | abor requs siinfiroansst rfuocrt uSroen diennpkroon
When Sedan et hnic German wagon driver from F

site | actetedhaRudowpf Hartung, the | ocal Ber e

“Aussage von3 G966St aMasahcBB @O0 nster, Nr.
“Yernehmungéhni eder 4 @haAf 2 BAILGI2YB2ABI 6

“Aussage von 119 B2 B AICK2/B2bRBO
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subordinat &5Sanod ebrekaocmmanmido R al so policed so

Vol ksdeutsche bailiwicks-Untkenssprimhght@42Beft
Streit,etbechkommaBdof i¢hrer based in Wor ms,
woman and her |l over for adultery by ordering

the corpses of vict@eamsnafssomhtoloe | mrge \ciaonps i W@inn
snow had “#@iveah edhe dubious | evel of commit me
R®& r-amiki | e personnel to ©heiMNazir brienggi hee vaend o
in the field, i te issuborodiiincattehsat dsidsocfifpreiyreerd T
Vol ksdeutsche fo®d $walfinigadtihmtspaedesnit

The final featur & oefarSoyn deefrfkoorninga ntdoo pRo |l i ¢
Vol ksdeutsche was its brutality. As a numbe
a fawaoarm tod fSS puni shmemftr &ootri ovims ks dBattIs cthiee
violence of these attacks shockedrR,evaerDRKdeol
nurse who ultimatehy onfaf-i¥ g teadr;, shi®f@romfodptnmaenrk $ , |
reounted treating an ethnic Ger man woman i n
stolen from the collectiveid yfaro@ed yTkbédyt wohnea n
SS and its local helpers and her bdacvkis.i de wa
Beatings, even severe ones, were, however, n

For of fenses that | oc al SS offi cdsr sstcaofnfsi der

detained ethnic German offendgercsonsnt Beceedhk

“zeugeschaftliche Ver déhimiAWG2VBABS0B. , January
“Aussage voBa9IH. 6 4SB ALGDR URAR®4

“Ausswagre A. R.119p4BAKG2 /B2FHTS5.8
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holding cells in doufWhasskynappalultiedg ac o ic

mi nor infraction depended al most exclusively
Bereichkommandof ¢hrer. Whereas many SS of fi
whom they suspected of theft, in other cases
of f ebeckercdi*flimnrrural Transnistria, |local SS of

extraordinarily petty off eWsean ce i Gea nfaanl If r1o9
t he towndermtryn hamlet of H°rnersfeld ne*#r Licht
W, a fur trader and an apparent alcoholic,
moonshine with his predoml aant Dy §vehtabdg j ceah é w
insufficient pelts to trade for vodka, he of
al cohol . Whil e the thriving black market tr
Transnistria initialbytmadefohi shenRatsstraat d
soon found document dealing to bewW@&nore hazar
Vol kst umswaairs wteo sLi @b IBerLaicchhtkeonninednddof ¢ hr er .

| atest in a | ong WI& nbee hoafv icoormp |Laiienfdlis sjgubdmgtetdd h
Ger mandam DeutschtumOk!| amegbéts, his | ocal eth
subordi Wanteexst sthooth i camené ey dt HeC ofnaclelr mweidn g hda

l ocal wvillage yaw®dgséees ohight& ehacklorshhes s,

“Aussage voll 9626t aadshychby’l9M¢ nAsutsesra,geNrv.on E. K.
Septelnbh 86 4 BALG 2 /BBDAA4
d

447| b |

“SAussage von KLI91Z62BNhG2/BHBBI

“Aussage vonl A9FABALKAMBABO4Aussage vorl9KIEZ., Nov
BAL16R/ 2299
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Liebl asked a neighbor *¥asWsr eevxeenctu tuinonne cdeesnsoan
for Tr &n svoil ktsrdieawt sche, drunkenness and stupi
The Escalation oféRSYinadlee koenmamdTr ansni s
Lack of overs@ gheadguwar t ddres uinmtLandau com
mounting disdain that&manpfoéf f8bhdéopkwamoahdo

created a perfect edédvimembherstveiorw wiiech e su

| ocal residents. I n contrast to the I|itany
in early 1943, which emphasized more benign
Sonder kommasnudrov iR/ i ngnas na&fdf sod edeats ome t he 1 ssu
entirety of 1942. Many Bereichkommandof ¢hr e

tacit authorization from their superiors to
ran afoul of ®Spedeokoammah,daéas RIChrrmesrt imesi dent
G¢l dendorf, summed &p Btehei €ihk o d@niessno aveefrigyime etr o w
unpopul ar because he never hesitated to beat
wano'ed.

During 194VXal ksudhd sthsonlge of f ender s became
Hof f e yeommand to brutalize | ocal et hnic Ger
fabricated suspicion was sufficient to merit
attempted rBpeaodoRedbteiccaservant for Sonderk

|l ocal SS BICDl oamedtes the level of*?violence

“®“Aussage vonlA.963%.BAILKA BB O 4
“lAussage von Q.1 F6 4 B Nb6v2e/BHR®B3

2B, 6s idenurdlyearemaifMmss an SS NCO, B. did not gene

West Ger man prosecutors were unable thowmiden&sfy his ¢
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RebeckaS8.empl oyer accused her of having sto
and, on bheinmsbearsdeorfs,t hnre Wor ms Sel bst scBhubtsz ar |
behest, the S&Rlebetccemh®Bughpahadedwn on a rope
admit her @&uihletn p nReibeleycat 8dcel | in the base
to®n former hospice care faci ldiatlyl, swihsipcehc tceodn t
whoBrand his col |l eagué3Tthea dn e xetBemettrl uyi maedr etsot etd
cell, ordered the women to striptmomnahkendai nand
SquaBrteh.en Pabdcedat 8. a nearby ditch, with the
assaultinBGebhecatat &hppetned t o fBgphtl etdf hleer oatt
ditch by t hefbHaicrk awitt hbeeantertireish©mley nt h e
interv®etieec® aaBnt and ot her I|hegaleams, deaveasd
woman from fuFrotrherocianj ureys.i dents, this attac
of prewar violencehati®™theshands of Soviet au
WhiB.edsutality precipitated a speedy repl
sacked him, this ass&U$dndvarsk brsmapedroseRme | i s o
frequently attacked area et hnic QGehrem@unnsi,t whe

policies concerning person8] anoeehbhiyc GEDmMa

UR sragmac
Two ot h
D., Aug

Oberscharf ¢hrer Ludwig B., who ndertkdmrm
H. S., January 6, 1965, BAL, B1l6 2303, 26
attaAkesage von 6H.96%5.BALG aMBRHME Aussage VLB
BAL16RB/ 23384

m So s
162/ 0

® B

“Aussage von 6H.96%.BALG 2 IBRHMBG
“S“Aussage von 1819 M4 B AIGRYRZEA B4
51 b i2dl-B,1.9

1 pi2d.9,

1 bid.
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married to area Ukrainian woman, hesitated t
enlisted man pistol whipped ohi m g nsev arne |ty
hospital. Hi s facial scars from the beating

the West German poli c™&8emi Waol yntiemnvRasveadt hj

repeatedly i mprisoned aswudb arl diinmeatteed W ,o rrdeu ghd
who had appe@l| esdpteoi BHastuwhen the | atter had
fr«ds hdUBxcessive alcohol consusnpsti ofnf bye BSoa

fueled many of-Hahesgtbhmeaf iPagd. Ei S&@nreich bac
for example, had a nasty habit of bea®ing Vo
The reasons for other beatings wRreamreghmint
German from Radtahat Hatewungobeat him for do
his Haroshedpna resident of Speyer, perhaps be.
Vol ksdeutsche react@®@dunme Stomaiem&ad miwmamndal IRt y
suffered al mosggy Rowveethanmder because we wer e
Russd®ans.
Sonder kommafkdd oRts to Rein in Local S.
Al t hough silent through much of 1942, beg

R | eaders energetical lusebegan otcamlcrVvad Ksdlewn

“*|Aussage von 2Pl 9 B4 B Al /BHIENRB
“““Aussage von F. B4, BSE®@2/BR2B®S7 11, 19

Wgs oOffizier Akte Pa2423BiBR08234B65NARAsaB6 von F
B., NoZ¥ElnbsedrB ALG 2 /B23.M3

“"Aussage von A2plRE3BILGH2/BBDE®2

®2Aussage von 9%.5 BALG 2MBRAD@5 1
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un@ tpersonnel . This change i n pol& cdye pcuotiync i
in Transnistria and a reduction of Bsereichko
subordinate and&SdedémloonmmaamdongRofficer i n T
his deployment in Ukrmoxnt alsl @ nfei eolfd t difef Vo dMi
Hof f neykeeputy i n&aéet hoff®teBen Wad Menmeantti ons i n E
Europe duri ngAsl9a@8m S dmelmMmer., hi s participat
assuageddthea&eMship that Hoffmeyer, a then
sterling Nazi credenti al s, heaxdp esroileindc es uarnvde isl
hi storyf fumeleer Hwas undoubtedly why Hoff meyer
Sonder kommapnedros oRnnel i n Transnistria, his pe
apparently |l ess than stell ar. That he had d
brut aliid yBerfei chkommandof ¢¢hrer was symptomat
which merely exacerba®d edtitheranhfemtpsadbhiied® f f
for hunting apparently distracted him from h
supei‘®6i edel afisisre¢ managerial ethos endear ed
of whom desfiar iviee ¢ Ikiaord amntd ‘8feamt tLearndau, Si ebe
interacted casu&l ISYS vath&lh mésms e B9 MmMRaodwa!| d

number two NSKK man assigned to Sonder komman
iSi ebert was actually one of the very few [ S

hi gher SS | eaders. He was not as asxca usi ve

““Aussage vonlH.96%5.St aMarsal cAb 9134, nst er, Nr.

®Aussage voR1lW.62RSt,aaltuslayr c BB ¥1I5Me nster, Nr.
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eci al dANome ofacthese attributes, however,
rch 1943, Hof f meyer reassigned& Siebert to
nsatzgr ufPfFrer Shistd csmikmme Hoff meyer wrous Si el
aluation two months | ater, clampaemeatul agl W
tive &S | eader.

Fol |l owi isg dSeipeabretrutr e, as o®e fofr m@andeardk ommm
scria beaery differend®8Stdobalnew ¢ihm el a rEd avi .n N
ryteyat d f or mer Dbicycle shop owner whom Hof f
ought a far more engaged and aggressive | e
ans fiIsnt rcioant rast t o Siiesbeerats,y whoo snég smaanfnfe rl,

bordinat es fidresauti padk éein ,mevaw!l qairs gelsgpracthem e

ndskn)é®mMglIséi glpackground was @eri Lykei Qikber

1l er had received a SS amdmmreSkicafnfaisneart hlee fe

s supervisors seconfdks &aimemmen Befs VMiff may

Il ' er had al so parti cd pmajeadr iHEasatldr mo fE urhoep eo

Vol ks d @ruet ssecthbel peenteantti o n sa nddu riiomigx . 9;m6r e t han a

®Aussage von9 IT9 6 RB ALGEGMNa/B2R30G3

ss OffizieiehAltre, KNARR, SIRGIBS5 0.4

1 bi d.

““®Aussage vonlH.96%5.St aMarsal cBAb 9134, nst er, Nr.

®ss Offizier Akte E2 423 BSRBOPBITLIANARA, RG

“Aussage von V. R., JulylL 31, 1962, BAL, B162/ 2294
“''pid., 1105B, 1110.
2l bid., 1216.
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previous service in the Reichkommi ssariat UK
Ni kopol, M¢ller provided Sondemre&edmnh nfdroe sRh i n

| eader ship.

M¢l I er began his temurcehiast Sondieraknemmart d d
house after a y®Bamppadehal mMi emaBagbement . M¢
subordinates for becoming complacent in thei
new post, M¢ller weas ntldath, swintelwi s utbloe dec ot e x

possi bl e tthhatr dwssp ®wtfs tthved uwotl d be removed fr (
occupation admini st t%am¢drlsera e nsoeumtc etdo tthhee efvr
enri chmentnewhiilneiUkteaatiiomger that one is tied
more one acquires. To speak aboQuafpschadate p
i scomdeloy d uxerdwhudley,a recently transéerred c
necestdiM¢ilelseer | i kewi se signaled to his subor
Sonderkommando R personnel& hfaun desmbeaemzd | teldr esatn

punish tfe€ioahpgiialtsi mpr op i @tnil s cwarceh mest. M

ordered all Sonder kommando R members to repo
LandBQu.
M¢l I er also | aunched a dr am@teir @ i rcdikrognanainz

Il n June 1943, M¢l Il er cut the nuambkeromfeBghee

St abbef6h|ApNLi943BB,9/,BAS5
1 bid.
“*St abbefl6BIAPMLION4I3IBBI /BT

“*St abbefl8,BIAPMLIOI43BB,9/ BT
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t wet'"\Teh.i s measure eliminated Bereichkommando:
Janovski, Lichtenfeld, Mannhei m, and Marianb
boundaries of the remaining subea ngaods M |Icloenrp
earlier warnings that the demands of total w
combat *8letr valc®eo appears to have been a conve
corrupt, ineffici-leemt el alhdahdosurgsh.mp dAee retvi miec c e
circumstantial, it appears that M¢gl Il er sent
preci selhlyatt hlee tdalmemitrkatmanh ntdloesi f r Bawr eS®@and er k o n
rolls. ®EuseBremohious dimsomidesdl| wsk tf tbe Migtlaenmp |
to close down the Ber®iEdsleoimmardq romni Ma mrmah @ i
commi ssioasdi ghédcteo Sonder kommando R, had r

his commi sdHiaaptasg uamf3IBrevL48nl g d6epwMdagh & h)

fiftiet'WEDbGBetshdpaegrhpet ual intoxication, incom
extramarital l i ai son with a DRK nurse were s
Sonder kommaunndaor gluabl y | ow stegdasdsd hhatr é&m

after onl®yWsénx Melelksrr summoned him to a sche

Bereichkommandof ¢¢hrer conference in Odessa t

“"Protokol doprosa 0,1%44M adt sarsSehd @260 e nEsithehre,i tNrFP.
NrlL®2B. K. XI / An den Herrn PrafekteflOB8USHMMeo RGdas
31.M04RleBe IF22@1 Oy i €d 0&HAF

“®Ppr ot okol doprosa /1R44M aBtsaSehd go2ddiens 2&r,, Nr .

Ss oOffizier Akte Pa2i423BiB8R08234B65NARA, RG

““Betr.: Ernennung de rKoAmngaenhd®orsi gdeens dHeasu pRuaQmitaensd Vo | |
Mittelstelle zu -E58ch@fifBiszirer diekt avakF Riegng2 4 PdARArt RGFebr
2423REBF03,2018

BlaAussage von R.71 B6 4 B Nlbo6v2e/BH3Ea 3.2
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i nexplicably &pMelalrerd raeldiaggvddatERi.senrei ch i n
him back t*9YESsahmsnsciooniniand di sappeared a few
Ger many, GEiswemereiicrhs bouneaed pomtingmtonanaoe
March 194&RKReiwherkrti me(nRaelipconl iCreiinaimmtan Pol i ce O
Auschwitz arrested him for accepting bribes
Ei senreich of his conffhMgbl en whe, fobl dwihg, n
the reshuffling of Bereichkommabdesome an ex

subordinates.

A primary goal of these shalkse ruaprsp amas t o
brutality against | ocal Vol ksdeutsche. M¢ ||
First, he did something thaptadhdes spirnepdl eyc eosrsdoer

his subordinates to stop abusing area Vol ksd
stern warning to SondeadkmommiasnhsiorsgRaf h Thatsar
Vol ksdeut sche were not behfinihet edatcadi onMaghlde
mai ntenance of the ethnic Germans is a duty
responsible SS&BMEikcer sr amidn @D swiilsl nheanv & hvaa
man over to us or the dcderasadoetlayttiten ¢ hrer wi
underscored his order the foll owing August b

of his command who continuegst ant i mmgtreday |l e

Bl pid.

Bl bid.

®Bss Offizier Akte Pa2423BRIBRME23EBBS5INARA, RG
Rundanwhriogu MgRrit 94 3BB 9/, B®

1 bid.
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beating that comes &t]Jo aQdtreernfti¢lhlr elr e [offfwrf if antee/ e r h

M¢l I er threatened that the responsible staff
Hof f nee yemrat h “fersonally.

Second, recognizing that the unrestrainec
the wammttorz abn wtn@oWVot ksdeegsohe, M¢cl I er creat
concentration camp under his control to cent
Vol ksdeutsche offenders. This initiaive gr
|l eatter®dalt iIits Bereichkommandof ¢¢hrer from st
Trans i Wittrhiian. 1 ess than a month of taking up
eroded the auvd hmird tyablkl ddpnemembdar s still fur

1943, Ml l emterdemwednf SBrer Walter Nadolny, t
Bereichkommandof ¢¢hrer based in Johannisfeld,

housing 100 Vol®Ndewtil sghe evemateelsa | arge, 80

491

buil dingyr wli ¢thhepwiao had served as a communeé
Vol ksdeutsche | aborers constructed between e
ten ethnic German prisoners. The fad¥lity a

According to German Sonderkommando R personn

'St abbellgBlAUYRLOYU 3IBBI /BT
Bl pid.
WRundanwe i 9JurFe XL 94 $BB 9/, B 5

““Rundanwei sung Nr. 100, -2ANaddl By w@ddm@&ammBBnhoR 59/ 6
Hof fmeyer 6s command. 24Gédr. Mand . P BNA®2 @g8Bec ode s,

“TAussage von F. N., FebruaAys8&gel96B, HRESAE, , BN62¢£
1964BALG2/BAD®3

¥21 pbid.
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recycled construction materials to remodel t
Dal ni k, where the Romanian military had burn
and a h®#&iNadeoarnlyi ecro.mp b &3 terda ft enri =i (eflumagls | ager

49£|l

Reeducation Camp) Tnh ea fnaecrie itthyr eoep ewneeedk si.n | a

M¢el | e

-

ordered the transfer to Johdnyniastf el d
Berei chkommandos t frTcthiegheq utu nTdrean strhies tgruiaar.d o
Sel bstschutz unit, Vol ksdeutsche 1| m@mates wor
remaining collective farm until thiey taadf fs eir
Landau now fanded down.

M¢ Il eeff ortisn thoi sr esubordinates and to st a
et hnic Gerlmadn3s menr enhiyd c &n tbrraultiazled yhi €& Anteafdfo t
i nitiatives di d crreidwicnea tseo nvei oolfe ntchee ti®n dwhsi c h
staff subjected area ethnic Ger mans. That M
beating |l ocal Vol ksdeutsche in August 1943 s
a precipiteusrdecésneoi nhleS43 aisrs atuhé sp adttwear
of former residents suggests that his polici
however, both the severity of punishments th

prnepo population of the &obanoomBaeltd @dreaemt

““Aussage von F.965, BAbruBRA®23RA2HEIyvohIW5S., Sept
1964BALG 2 /BBIG.7

“straferziehungslager is the titledoddvay94® descr
BB,5®R,&7

“*Stabbefehl Nr. 103%9/&@ril 24, 1943, BB, R

“®Aussage von 1H1985BAUGNBADHI.9 Stabb@7? dbafy Nr .
1943BB9/ BT
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were directly or indirectly tied to Ger man d

increasingly doubtful, some | ocal eVolekpdests
Et hnic Germans, who unwisely did so publicly
reservations about the Nazi regi me to Sonder
Johand¥Géreim@ngecl ining militapaewnarfootbhaes, | md
Sonder kommasntdaof fR t o i mbue perceived ethnic G
political connotations and to ratchet up pun

authorities addressed commaoan hV¥ali ksedle btust acthee ra
|l ivestock, il l egal burning of gal®48e, or bl
however, Sondsersktoaninia nbdeogamh sentencing these
German offenders to | engt f%l rporniiscoan |sye n twehn d ees
Johannisfeld concentration camp helped to st
of fenders, within t & woornsteenxitn go fmitlhiet aNayz if orre
Sonderkommando R with aneidgal nwayanhoet Aanhche
popul ation that was growing Gntoegmi pgoé yp € o
The creation of thecdmhamwmnipsfoelidl edorac &kretyr

for Sonder kommando R t os hofuswart,h eu jRiesdg @®Ahr arrg  tp

to depend foorced | abor. During the first si
Sonderkommando R had Ilittle apparent inclina
| aborers. I n February 1942, ifnoWoexnampleg,uel ¢

““Aussage von AR71%64BNbey2e/BH»BXF¥3 Aussage vdm®eBH. J., |

BAL16RB/ 5304

““CAussagle vBon 1adlamnpusaBAlLG 2 /B2BB3 Aussage ¥MO6A. F., M:
BAL16R/ 2A3.®5
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the Romani an d®wkaf eotuntgr aBerm@eage to coll ect ¢
whom the Ber@i shlad mm&hRly clap43u,r eddot h demogr ap
and tehei nSsSati able appetiedethos manpawe-onhadA
SS conscription campaigns during 1942 and ea
| ocal et hnic Ger man men, many of whom Sovi et
Both wartime and np oant Wwam ddcko&Ek wdmepaltnadyomet of R
Army POWs as forced | aborers is I|imited. |t
program by housing these workers at the Joha
worked side by sinde owi tt heet®kis@cGdevmhear mdi |
status as prisonferosn,wabdtsiReVo |Ak shdye PPtOsWsh es har e «
episode of Somderubammango RIn March 1944, on
evacuation fromrKoamamide®t Ri @] oSenddt he Johanr
camp. The unit r el &adandamadl rspe r mit thtne & tGlee Mmatn
evacuation transports bound for the Warthega
having committidgdd nmoerse saenrdi athse d ew survi ving
fic o mmuariesmasi ned i n Johannisfel & dloarcge dwil tatbh 0SS a
After the main evacuation transport departed
uni t, who hwar pegdck vtilbarsdampm, gunned down t he

or d¥mg.ldereforms, it seems, coulsd tcenadnemecly, tl

““BKL4Norms an den Prefakten Obel 81t9 4l20gShHMM,i RR@er e z
31.M04RePe IFD3 @1 O3, s E@ 116ir .

WAussameH.voB. , 8,586 4B AbGRY /B2FMDZ.1

Brief an die Zentrale Stelle Ludwigsburg, April
M. , May 24, 1965, BAL, B162/ 2305, 149. Aussage von Kk
Auseagon J. 1Zplo6R8B8RLGABH291
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use violence as a panacea to deal with alleg
Conclusion

Sonder komsmavnidool eent efforts to hunt down i
within rural Vol ksdeutsche communi& i es const
Nazification program in Transnistr@ asenilon ti
| eadeSsmder,kommando R cond® ieareldi €& ncsamEair gump pl
bot h Jews aifmd xreelnibaearcst ioefs . The discovery th
Mi schHhadgsurvived with the help or at sl east
well into 1942 merely intensified th® suspic
mi dl evel | eaders redar caend alt onoaIp h\éoa lek sodf e urtosucnht
area ethnic Ger mags miSordedkdmrmapartemRxp ainad e
capture and ex dccammruddiodttkos che btraudrmd ef f ort t o
of perceived ethnic Ger man &missereihoarviloaade mahte
authorized these measures is Tumals@arms.ur aMdever
Bereichkommandos combined with ditinctly un

commanders ensured Ghmt dbemdbker kemthandopRr sue

measures with autonomy. This | &Bi mode per mi
sadi stic members to brutalize area ethnic Ge
i mpunity. Bel atedly Hoffmeyer responded to

|l eadership to take char gtehiod Hhrhwet asliittuya,t i Sond
Renew | eaders nedTransmiesfecai vei Berei chkomm
responsibility for punishing ethnic Ger mans

Sonder kommaenfdiororR srtaci aboandubfies percei
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es exceeded attempts that the Nazi regi

nfettered scope. I n the Reich, Nazi au

il cal oppenarst swefldl omsdadiol e rlaidfi clJaetwes .a |l |Ant

rate, but far from omnipresent or omnipp

nal enemies |l ong aftem Jdws Ntaczibe emgu mee

pre Buwmdoi ncarcerated obvious political e
i nspired &Sosntdaefrfk,o mnhaen dtor aRn $sp abrreuntcayl iotfy

ar gr eat®e rVvVoflokrs dTeruatnsscnhies ttrhiaan it was f or

ceptionRefchbkrpdg8bmnawhose naked violenc

ns, in Germany, Nazi authorities gener a

I3 VMaolaklnsde sttgydme communi taisesn,otby con
d by the fig | eaf of arrests, imprisonn
ams, but rather played out before area

rn for their reactionzi Le®gdlmaVYallk stdye um:

rected not sol edeyr maagnasi,n sbtu tJ euwnsd earnsdt onoodn t h a

ppl ®okeffkcsAViibrhghrceensni stria proved to be

area ethnic Ger mans.
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CHAPTER 1V: CHRISTIANS INTO NAZIS: SONDERKOMMANDO R &

KULTURKAMPF IN TRANSNISTRIA

When TMeodorf ormer resident of Bischofsfel
to®n f or mer Bereichkommandof ¢ hrer, Har ol d Kr ¢

he |lodgedfacomphai nts agairhWspkeicsfioamey B8]

—h

t he act fhtahda t| ekir anuoss eone ent er the Chubch, w h

Kr ause Wi#sa se s tiifamal i wine wi t hoh Kb ad& sreed wppat i dm.

Bi scha&af Lfaglhd |l i ¢ Church was &n atuttome nroeussu latn do |
overzeal ous actions, but refl ectsed edn giimpuesr t
policy in® TValnksnndesutrsahe settl ement s. Thi s

SonderkomiKahdarimampfansni stria and situates
ambivalent relationship with the Church.

The Third Reich remained schizophrenic ab
new order. Cer t aitnh e aNa z¢i anla seegl ienmee mtbd ywiAd hir @ c
and Martine8ardadndrgani zed Christianity as
courted its destruction. Ot her Nazi | eaders

which sought ®@eciomomodpoeaiNatamwmdal Social i sm,

*2Krause was one of Sonderkommando R6s original Be
Ber°rderung und | bernahme der nachstend aufgef ¢ ¢hrten
NARARG2 4,23/ 4 3 S0S00L,7 6.7

WBAussage von T231W62BMLE 2 MBABDSI. 7



regi me. At varying times, the Third Reich t
supported and undercut el ements within the C
uni fied Chuar evla scpamdrtiacood,c c manmtoidadtnidompr ocr &$t i n e
Hi t&d eirnsi stence, the Nazi regi me remained ca
Catholic and Protestant faithful migéet regar
After the beginning of the Second World War,
merely intensified. Regardless of -"what polii
the Church in Germany, Hitl eupsmade wiatr t ¢ Imea Ge
popul ar opinion.

As committed SS off idcdresa,de3 sn dtergkaa mdmean ccd |

reestablish the ClsurVoh kisrdesid i stchher c olnknruanii e e ¢

suspicion. Sonderkommanmsdaei Rtpeordaeityved tmhatlr
woupalse particularly acute problems for 1its
First, in the absence of significant histori

Ger mans and aft er, dSeocnaddeersk @goniiaSaodvbiieBta triuolne pr o
on particularly wobbly foundations. Any <con
as powerful as Christianity, threatened to u
Bl ack Sea Ger maesalbaed, a far greater affinit.y
l'iving in the Reich. An historically deeply
understood confession as a keyGepheidommaaket
Cat holLiua heemdan et hnic Germans from the over wil
regés omopul ati on. Mo e cewveep a ntd ireed S ayw itoeuts rmeecaisn

before the war galvanized -6EeVigtoagspobservan
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Vol ksdeut sche. &S omi dsesri kooommahnudso rRequi red it ta
project not simply among an exceptionally 1is

among a Vol ksdeuhsdéaientpaipuédtamnextxdepti onal

Church.
Free from the concerns over German public
Ger many, Sonderkommando R responded to this

by |l aunching Kwl tumrpkgamnmfd e n&d& 6rde uCanttuiramh 1 n t he
regsé oviol ksdeut sche settl ements. Fadimedrtas of
and momdBr assVobksdautsche, initially the SS
Christiani®t yetthonitch eGearnmeaan accd mmu rsitt ipags.estWhdnm
German Catholic Church in Romania did precis
suppress Catholicism in Transnistria. Al t ho
intervention of the Rointcahniaalnl iceidviilt saedinfi nwistthr

Church to antagoni ze 6t ha@atSI50! Sondampi @ imgma ndon

dramatic departure from earlier German effor
Ukr ai ne. Drawing bhl bbeneapteemphceooprevents
Catholicism to Transnistria, Sonderkommando

in the region by partneringGlwaulhenailee Geeg unram

iDeut sched). Chrlirotngtcvaarl yevipdence from Cat holic
operated in the region suggests that the Chu
Sonder k ommapnrdoojacRgsta,r tbh wwti pated actively in the

the war thekdt tdheduinmas .
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The Church in the Thi-OdcRpiett 3odi ¢helUBie

Before recoverin@ BehdgrkasmmpontdocRes i n s
useful to explore briefly the oriremtastitons he
Nazi regi me i n Ger @amy anncde tome oTrhgiarnd zReedi cChhr |
bet ween the Church and the Third Reich have
research since the 1960s. Salul PRayed] 2aceng
schol ars, haves pdiopleama thiec Ve liGretaimoannsy waintdh dHi s
the Cat hal ires@hwunrseh t & Qthhee rNatziis troergii ames., | ed
Robert Ericksen, andl Busdnhak Hé&s fhelqurena Cogu
ambivalent orientation towar d etwhie hT¥iorld cReeisc
Al t hough this area of inquiry remains an inn
pioneering schotarphopi,detamsopessi dweof the

Given the differing responses of the Cath
regime, it is wuseful to treat both denominat
Protestant Church tsipeé iNgzino,t buwmt orpagptolsert iiom d
Created in 1932, the German Christian Moveme
Nazi racial thinking. Al tBobPW , 0ID® GarymamdC

members accounted ©0br&Gad namiyl IfircanctPr ot est ant

Msaul |EmBeds XI 1 and the Thi(rLdo nRieoinc h :ChAa tDooc udémewi tna
1966); Kepshaw, Opini on & PolditdhvEIlc hiedsePriGatidme, hiihce Ohhu
and the Hodl®&d&usotomilng3tOon, | N: RPO®ODana University Pre

“poris LTwBergeénCross: The German Ch(rGhsapiealn HMolvlien
NC: University osf, NOo9oteh) ;CaRodblleiemad g eékm s cUseear, Hitl er :
Paul Al thaus, dmMewEmawveal, KiTrsd&hl e Uni ver sTihtey Press,
Aryan Jesus: Christian Theol(dPgiiancse tiaomde tthhihe WRIHbv eer siint y
20D 8
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di sproportionate influence, owisnditea atricehiyr aa
t heol ogi cal cVorlckl seksP.e GhTEGeh e r ela)} ef ar t he Nazi
Ger mant iChmr itsheol ogi ans jettisoned baptism as
t he nofhnioohmr y@nest | d never®Thoiisn newve tfhodadl.ogi cal
precipitated a vigorous reply from mamamnorit
Chri sti arms Moeviennteenrtpr et ati on of baptism heret
ChurBehk e(nnen)dei KiXT@8& | e some members of the
not dbley ri ch Bonhoeffer, resistedPtbhegblaantr e
either within or outside of the &Zoqdrescii gl C
policies. DespGeremawveChmuiretsi édm oMot dment f or
with the Nazi regi me & ilne aGleerrmsa @ yediahi enve®dn idr d h e
organi zati on. Nevertheless, the existence o0
Nazis that willing Protestantsdcclplos@maor at onts v
precisely this overturecdemtted. when pressed,

Like the Protestant Church, the Catholic
Nazi Ger manRei c iTshkep RROB3D a Corncwirded )t he basi s

Catholic Church and the Nazi regimeeéed tThhexi

i nviolability asf itnhset iCauthiodniacl Cshturruccht ur e and
at the expense of the end to for mal Catholic
both ways. On t he one an doil littdegtr og recv iedle da n
faithful with a potent alternative to Nati on
regsesmeotalitarian ar mor. The continued inte

*®Ber glewi , st e,@ Cross
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|l i kely expl anatrigamifzerd tClad hfoddtc teHdtord s t o ¢
remained insignificant in comparison to thos
Movem¥d®n. the otReichahedekohéeatprecedent for
acqui escence t o dtelde thazi trhegiTrhe rglr Reii ch di d
institutions or persecute its faithful. I n
Nazi policies, such as&GClAeamaersds A®dUs td-e@ruafc i \e
4fEut haoPapagm or resi st a@dchbhdarodAddl oéfff WMaganero r
crucifixes from Bavarian schools, &@he points
pol ipeiresse, but rather specific>®alfhfirsonts to
ori ent aatpipdn eadl stoo t he Catholic r@smpastser ft wl t
research demons®&r ptudd i cPespa@ankRieuonXltlhe mur der
pon&i tbncern ws tdhurtthiev&Llhuashan institution,
reponsi bilitPswhiile the Watholic Church, and
proved unwilling t&® @gemdadeisdalt hpolINiaziies edyii mec
a |licit, autonomous spher e ewiatlhtibnn gteh et oT htihred
National Socialist project. st swae phadi sel
Hof fmeyer first sough® Vol esdéuwdeche oemo Mmants

Pragmatic concernségdiretsptoad et Ge r Mdamiy Chelg ic

Despite i tcso upnetrei bidairccahl nlgyo IGaoix @ ;jay Hiatnlyerconcer

*"For recent research on Catholic priests who main
P. Spitéerds Priests: Cat hol De K@alNeorrgtyh ®arndd il Nabtiiisdonti ayl PS¢
20D 8

®Ker sRapul ar Opinion & Polit3%%8.7 Dissent in the T

*®Wphayiéire, Cat holic Churchvand the Holocaust
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attack on the Church during the war could pr
Third&Reethgi otulse pRe i Whtehs ghnef begenwan in 19
order ed edlilgiearutsi, a ACda t shpod dicf inceaalsluyr easnt it o c e a
preserving n#%Hionaelr sroeliitdearraitteyd t hese instru
during the couatseed offr otnhep owairc,i esettrheat met wi
resi stRmlcleowi ngs vlwng Gatl en941 protest against
physically hadaigrapgpramptat ate nilist | er had auth
eardherbackpedat edrad the i ni %Ltk ewei ¢, chHinttl
called Wagner on the carpet for hisda ndepend
policy the produced precisely the > opul ar bl
Al thougkl prsevame in the Nazi regi@nef untayr dhave
demi se after the war, during theoreotmfgliioats th
pol icpracrfdoastdns.

German officials in the ed@ccpuwpaigendatd osvm etn LU
stance toward organized religion, albeit wit

unpopul arityebtf gbousepoantdy hbor dehrel aSnodvsi ,e to clcr

"Oker srRawul ar Opinion & Polit328hA!l Dissent in the T

S b i3cB.2,

2| b i3a.9,

*2| b i36b.5,

EFor example, as Gerhard Weinberg has noted recen
German cities after the Allied strategic bombing c¢amg
pl aners envifsdron@hr ildttitd Bietryodaefdt ¢ r Kristddriaohthd 838:.4s h
Experienced Then and Understood Now, o6 (Washington, D.

States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Monna and Otto Weimann Annual Lectwyd,ayia009), 10Al s o s e e
Jost Diilffer, Jochen Thies, and Josef Hehk#lers Stadte: Baupolitik im Dritten Reid€ologne: Bdhlau,
1978), 20.

178



authoriti-esntnoGéemarbtkeaditnlee srugggponstructi on
religious institutions, al berDeisnpiat ec iGecrunmasnc
claims during the war that Nazi rul e promise
used the veri siomisl ietxypd e sfi ofnrse & orGelsilugpptorit h e
for the &@hwad fRgdBEdissth@dainsmnt erprise in whic
Ukrainians stood simply to substitute one fo
services mandoer eUkrreacienpitainvse® t @ag @ mea Tihnm rtdh keSS @i
German occupation officials were, in princip

Ger man authorities in the conquered Sovi e
not simphktytdhgaimaj ority Orthodox p@®pul ation,
Protestant and Catholic minorities. As Kar e

Ukraine German occupation officials regarded

tatgd neither group for persecution. This |
roam about the countryside il | 3°®Bietrlkyhodrfd neoua
however, that German official.s tOwiantge d ol odceael

suspicion of the Vatican and prejudice again
regé o@at holi c population, German authorities
up pressure against t hcehuQacthheosl iacs hwied rla racsh yd eb

kil ling % orchaels eprmeeasstusr.es contrasted sharply

*1%arel C. BerkhoffHarvest of Despaijr232252. Also see, Aradjhe Holocaust in the Soviet
Union, 440444. German authorities pursued often diverse policies toward local religious institutions in
occupied Ukraine that varied depending on the predispositions of the responsible German officials and local
circumstancesBerkhoff, Harvest of Despajr234235.

519 pid., 238239.
5 bid., 239.
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and even in occupied Pokbahderwhehg tbaet Catbkd
significant autonomy.

Ger man tawtshami the occupied Soviet Union ¢
an independent religious policy, even agains
restrictive than the one that their coll eagu
wit hoatoli ng soci adt her N3 @ ianeeieamretahniyng con c i
reasons for this were twofold. First, and n
concerned about maintaining social equelibri
in Ger many. Second, undbckepiedt SevRetclini on
authorities could i mpdlpeametntc utlhaerilry rweltihg iroeugsa
and Cadtwhiotlhiocust i nterference Rreomwmhs&esrmaunm cfl éserr
die besetz(ReMOBItgteby et @r t he Og¢glcaurpn eed fEracsm e

operating there as®safbyfaemSepbeembging9éyges

Ger man religious | eaders, who icnoutlfode coGg rescan t
Soviet Union, authorities had a free hand to
suited th&ag TmhitredeReéisch I n Transnistria, wher
shape its own poliradiescsal Hpéd melgesef meaberes
the Church & oVolTk sachesuwmti S¢dhhre acommuni ties, a m
Germany or el sewhere in the occupied Soviet

The Church and the Black Sea Ger me
Sonderkommandbefepexsepdi onal measures ptr

historical significance of the Church in the

*18 Bergen, Twisted Cross53.
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Russian Revol®tatomni ¢ h@G@ermagnssnmai nt ained a d

Church, whoseemehigsouosdered many aspects of
interpersonal relations to the yearly calend
of Odes®aVObkadeutsche were Roman Catholic a

Promnestapredomi nately Lut her%mesr twai pish bae chaaunsdef

Germanophone settlements and their daughter

farming proved lucrative for Catholics and F
comssional str@ fethmia¢c Gdemargi may have |1 mpo
qgui ckl y. Whil e Catholics and Protestants r a

Vol ksdeutsemmuni tiesbliagmwetr er il glOlde sisha®@sthuous,
constituted a key ethnic marker that differe
Ort hodox Ukrainian neighbors. The role of c
minority popul ation mér elpy rdttaipad e nthe rt bealCh
Vol ksdeut sche.

Soviepregailpei t ated a caesur adGi etthime cr &leir gnia
and added an i mportant political significanc
Beginning in the Bavgeti®® eghemeChuar<clel agi past
campaign. As with other confessrcmsmsicni bed
religious services, arrested and deported cl
churches tg ®érvecalwaarifemcti ons, such as st
agricultural products. Al t hough Soviet effo

were initially part of a campaign against re

S19v6lkl, Transnistrien und Odess84-85.
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pereei ¥ as such. Whil e, at | east initially,

di smantling Catholic and Lutheran religious
area Gepremaakner s, | ocal Vol ksdeut scheg&Eme rect |
policies had precisely that effect because t

markers of Whbhhicnitdkatctogtext of dekul aki za
which targeted | ocal Vol ksdmiud s,c har ela setrlompioc
interpreted Soviet moves against the Cathold]
key comwmpfonenthroaidetremaanidf piveg as-spahkeos. | oth

origins of Volksdeutsaheshopeswtoe aotebi gpb

but rat her reflected a desire to rolll back a
enacted since the end of the Russian Civil V
pose a f oerrmmiadtabvilee taol tS® ndlat komman&ocRali st a

The Catholic Chudc¥Wolhsdeansohetfentl|l em
The YoMini ti al religious policy in Transni
omi ssi on. Based on sumdewvkomgmaomda mMRnamad i ome

extensive postwar & ndfefrircoggrag i loyn sWeosft tGeer nuanni t

i nvestigators, Sonderkommando & bthdrobesnitd.i
Admittedly, it 1is I mpoessofblan tionidteimaoln srt & lait i
incompl ete documentati on. However, it seems
failed to prepare for a & eMoil gkisoduesu trsecrhaei scsoanmt

because it regaudeéeédsi hablCaupoheasi ah compet.

Heinrich Roemmich, fADie evangelische Kirche in R
Die Kirchen und das religiose Leben der Russlanddeutseluglose Schnurr, (Stuttgart: Landsmannschaft
der Deutschen aus Russland, 1972), 262.
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After all, why should Sonderkommando R | abor
|l eaders to retard the National-r&dtcigalbiust ppt o
had alreadadyddobhy work of closing churches?
wi shes to the cont® arggad&nonandap k@eammanhadoh&ve b
t he Sovisetanetleiggimeus measures permanent .

The reintroductionnoffrahenCathohi ap@kar sh

Sonder k ormsmal nedaod®Rvsehni pt.he origins of the Prote

Germany, it is perhaps ironic that the renai
about in a stédnmehgl pysimel bhar gg@alyy aut onomou
Catholic priest. ®eCat hbhgcsdVotkhksdeuUgchene
per sonal mi ssion of Fanmeeart d\i Froa nacuocsn iPa ne gperri, e
contrast toomasyaonf bosnPerparts, Pieger had
to this ministry. Decades after the war, he
|l esson on ethnic Germans in the Russian Empi

Eur opelalns wediAscé@e. his 1932 ordination, Piege
Catholic school in N¢grnberg, where his inter
Europe reawakened hi s >lar Irieesrp d mstee rteos ttshiisn ct
transferred to the German Catholic archdi oce
to ethnic Germans, from Bucharest Pieger <cas

I n 1938, he |l aunched an unsGeaomsns fEurb absisdy ti n

Ni kol aus Pieger, fADie religi®sen VPieKréhent ni sse i n
und das religidse Leben der Russlanddeutsch@doseph Schnurr, (Stuttgartahdsmannschaft der Deutschen
aus Russland, 1972), 43.

*ussage von N. P., November 13, 1961, BAL, B162/
in der S¢gdukraine (Transnistrien), o 43

183



Moscdoamm effort halted by Soviet auwvfhorities,

As Pieger | ater recounteful fhel ddnmy1@&44h
Rus&iBresented with the opporet uoivtiyd &t oU neixopna n
goal that Pieger dhhadpuimbdiedt aunedl|foofo@Baesstoa
As Pieger noted decades | ater, this was not
connections at the Gerbminaani rE npoearsmsiys s ino B utcdc ae re
an operational zone for the German and Roman
necessary authorizations from his ecclesiast

After his bishepodemnioedraiveml péomitfie recentl y

Pieger turned to the Papal Nunci o & oi rRiotmaali a
inclination to seek Vatican authorization fo
di re sitthueatfiaint hofful in southern Ukraine nece

Nuncio authorized his e%¥ploratory mission to

Absent <civilian transportation to souther
Arnol d, a Cat holtihce pMeihe snta chdr vaisn @ wnetdh ¢, t o
mi | it areyar area disgui sedAasi hi egaubhdramsdi

August 20, 1941 ,wePdke gietri rbeergaamt at &t enkmaejeor sur ve

Vol ksdeut schmecas hobtnccasi@idadyen, Kandel , Sel z
*Hpid.
4 pid.
X pid.
9 pid.
21 pi4ca.
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Karl sruhe, Rast@tti egepeyef, tamdeBSolgue, penne
recounts a | ocal Catholic population that ye
Church ofr hRaopnse .r efReect i ng subsequent tribul a
celebratbnhgambtasgimirst stop on his journey
Church:
Generally, the church was maintained, but
been taken away. The interior naslonger
pictures and the |i ke had disappeared. [
and theater hall. When the people heard
the whole community worked to clean the ¢
people picked me up from my accommodati on
church that they had furnished with makes
the ctwhercel it hree vessels of water stood,
Catholic priest and asked me to bless the
great surprise, during the service the <c¢h
in LAtter bl essing the church, | heard th
sung before. Foll owing an address to the
murdered and deceased members of the comn
Sal ve Reghianda,l awshti cbheen sung i n PpBI2, were
har mofli es.
Before moving on to Baden the Stexatabddaryg, Pi eg
reported that another hundred ybuths would h
At the cfonkilssiss@nowrn to Transnistria, Pi
October 1941 i mbued with missionary zeal. F
situati ondofCathelregi 6o the Vatican and | obb
regiPemhaps cognizant of the fact that, by ol
Papal Nunci o, he had openl pedeasfoineadwioink glviag lao
% b4 &9
9 biddkb.
9 pid.
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i mmedi ate superiors, Pieger requeshed that L

di oods&Saratov and current regent of the Ger:

head of the mission. Gl aser rteednaysedates. ap
Gl aser, Pieger, and their coll eague in Bucha
Transnistria i mmediately. Wit hout independe

from the German or Romani an &mielairtl areire 3,0 utt lree |
entering the occupation zone with Wehe maicthtof
ambul ance driver. Arriving occOpgassanabffe®e
Romani an for®@emjisshenChaordhansnistria | ocate
which Soviet authorities hsad acnodn voerrdti enda nicnet od
Tellingly, a gigantic portrait of Stalin had
assumpti 6h of Mary.

Il nitiallfig poumedinvag hreochnome of a | ocal Pol
priests set atbhoeutCarteheosltiach |Qhsuhricnhg i n Odessa a
count PyTshiedemi ssi ometf vBise@l emen it ICat hentral  afs
reli gdbiomst heteredeno Gl asspar vi sion, |l ocal arti :
cat h®@dmat baedfteplhr@ackedk&hassnwith the origin
Pieger and his colleagues identified on disp
wi th ®Ghd&omathy an administrator é&vyikealydhe s ta eledr

the cathedral with sufficient space for the

Y pi4d. |
%1 pid.
B3 pid.
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of f PcAdst.hough supplying rural Transnistria wi
needs of | ocal Vol ksdeutsche @romfvfeidc iteol s er eaa
series of agreements with fithheei rmoRamaurigem tc qu
neexfsStaffed primarily with Vol ksdeutsche pr|
early June 159 4s2 atfhfe immicshsuipoeiid de®sn€at hét ee Chu i
renai ssance was s® supgperisefaleltdaat &d alsiem t o
1948Notwithstanding these aGcompglieabimemgtl s, ptr
military situattonqgdudiotr ctelde trhegimo s sliiotnt | e mor
Pieggeconcl usion about HMilki sniwmorsk,r yhowevemphw
not hing. Our faithful witnessed that the Ch
still tthre@kful for

Sonderkommando R responded to the spontan
Transnistria by I-Gatnhcohliincg caanmp anit gemn steh @tn trie f |
opposition to the reintro@ud&vl & e dtethltemenrbtoss,e
but also its ongoings pRowmanisam uagdrmieniwg tt hat dre
personally became®&a wiradal pdihret SESomputtha S$ o]
inconvenient visits to rural Tih&asseustsciha, omn

mass murder campaign, by drivi¥dgikigmroutetafr

I bid. Trenbkistrien-10m@®BBdessa (1941

*pjeger, fADie religi®sen Verh260Onisse in der S¢du
Syo|lkKdagnsnistrien-lomM@®B®Bdessa (1941

®Pieger, fADi e nrielsiegiins @rerVeSrghdeubkdr ai ne (Transni stri
S8 b i5dl. |,

*Aussage von N.31%61BANba2/BHBESI
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to Odessa, where the SS pursued hi @@®. Ti pped
Vol ksdeut sche employees to @Pliemgreed tDD ke frfed rutc
t he®&c iRtoynani an oc c d'ba tsiuobns eaquut ehnotr i Soinedse.r k 0 mma n
order i1issued in early Apr&l atd®da2itnesruaotede

henceforh banned.

Whil e Sonder k domhnea ntdoo gRu awaasnta ne Pi eger i n
remove him or other Catholic pr-oestupi €doB®ovh
territory, i n which the German ci vil admini s

operating, umh Tdeanisniicrng imerse the purview of
did th® Remgawminan ci vi l administration fail t
Catholic Churchheromi Hoat mregpweod ivRommai af Ci v
Goeor nor, @hedrmkiswe,irand hi si ldli sptunt &t i ve. Per ha
threat s tonafPeteyg,erGl aser beseeched both the P
Romanian civil administration fopamatssabktance
reconstruction @&f ptlheea sr gsoul thse | gpf. GlFasoer what
however, Cassull o wrot e,tho fpfrneesysé&rt hoeng BFhesbr rcuha r
Transnistria, in general, and to amoenp | @i ine g th
from celebrating mass > dHorfifmge y&hrr irsetprhaise,d itno s

early March 1942 and circulated a copy of hi

9 b7l 7
“Rundanwei3BumM@iBg2BB,9/ B

“Copie /| Sonderkommando der Vol igodeersehenvMinttel
Transnistria, Herrn Professor Al eXla®@4iMTi Raslpo2, M™Manm
Opi s HrlLO0OBIb19
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aut horities had also raised®Hhfecmeyssuweas wi t
undoubtedly truthful whignahsoexwplhraiynadouwd C3
of the Catholic ministry in Tran®bustria and
probably for reasons that dOhéfPapdl dNamat 0c a
Hof f meyer, he & arde fdeenste dt oGl hacsled ser vices the
Gl aser was unable to produce any documentat.
were sanctioned ey iWiFs ra celramirast iHodIf mewerr
iPrel ate Dr. Gl aser was wunable to offer any
an orderly Catholic Church. Above all, 1 n a
single Cawlholwaulpd ileiske to take up his respo
l ong ténmHof& meyes, Pieger apparently | acked

Despite ®Boefmeyes to rationalize his role

he remailyedawaocwet ®of the fact that Romanian s

Transnistria |imited his freedom of action.
materi al . On the one hand, & nprcoonnoturnacveedn twiosn
during an®4 1942 the Romanian ci vil admi ni str;
Catholic priests to operate in Transf®istria,

A March 28, 1942, letter from Alexianu to Glaser
Cat hoHurcché6s concerns with the SS. Given that Hoff me
of his reply to Cassullo, the evidence suggests that
about this issue aterBuaghil gt tlher esmaneo tfi meat h€l©itc¢ Odes
Dr. M. Gl aser, MarcB812804M94Ree USBAMMALR®BISZR 42, Opi s 1

Copie /| Sonderkommando der Vol ksdeutschen Mittel
TransaisHerrn Professorl@A9eRiUSHM,M, II.iMGA 4R3coel F2 2Mi2r ¢ h
Opils EdLlLO 8.9

5Fbid.

**Rundanweisung Nr. 38, April 9, 1942, BB, R 59/66, 94.
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eover, when the Church felt threatened, A

ot her hand, Romani an authorities furnish
ssa to house i1Its mission. Why the over wh
cored the German Catholic Church i,n Trans

nevertheless highly plausible explanatio
cisely because the Catholic mission in Od

thered the Romanian position img tfheeud ong

ween the Romanians and the SS, it seems,
Reali zing that his unit had been out maneu
rch and the Romani ans, Hof f meyer backpeda
Al exianu, Sonderkommando R i®sssleddeh st af
ders to curtail their most aggressive and
nsnistria. 't i&afBe meidc ISlo o e &y oningimm @o fRt

uggl e agai nsto*t Hieb €hatrixéhéisiethdecehisp. war n
or dti marrefsrain from all cdoifl dihseh Chaatrhaosl since n
FeAt. | east publicly, Sonder kKamrmaoaddac R aprpa
Transnistria.

Sonder kommaonrddoe rRs, howev &, twerkea orpd ts i tnp | ty

conceal &i ts.o mekdhfaft ma ygprr obabl e March 1942 ;

Gl aser fgademeémeedom troalc amatyi ewsu mnpflaycseadpla s It @

5pid., 95.
5¥pid.
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| PThe same staff order t &atop®rliathhontioc tsatmpn
Ssimultaneously ramped up covert re®trictions
Vol ksdeut sche commumianides R eh¢e¢ogeBordelt kemv e
commanded tBheer euincintk o mmandof ¢¢hrer to pursue a
against the Catholic Church in their Bereich
that Catholwem®thdiod tbiekiolbktsed and that texts
handed out were to be confiscated. Excl udin
take place only on the weekend, so as not to

The ®unsdreiadrer shi p also banned priests from p

withou® obherS$ght, presumably because-both ¢
Germans into the | oc3ITh\oslek snieeaustusrcehse hpaodp ut! haet
of a@litiimg i nfluence of the Cathol id@an@hurch

promi sed to &r odéPtTbe@c @ Wreats not dtdhed urt her 1

di stribution of rosaries, confessisonal sched
undes®f Swlnedl.er kommando R continued its strug
well into 1943. In June of that year, Hof fn
succeeded in pressuring Glaser t owhaescanow t he

no |l onger perhWhitleed Soon dperekaccrhmando R bent to

Romani an authorities and curbed its most bl a

*bid., 120.

*Rundanweisung Nr. 38, April 9, 1942, BR,59/66, 94.
*lbid., 95.

*bid.

5535tabbefehl Nr. 109, June 22, 1943, BB, R 59/67, 59.
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diverted the assault t eCaat hcollaincd ecsatmpnaei gann.d ¢C O

l ronically, S®ndleartkhoorhmacndme a®B ures i n Tr an:

mar ked departure&&feamlthe €hf odst Reattohhosluiccc or
Church. Prior to 1941, SovdeCathachodiu€hey h
thenteligious campaign. Evidence fr-om the C

1930s suggests that Soviet suspicions of Vol
columnists had some meri Auswil AmiF®8 «£,i giho IOf & X a
in Berlin and the German Embassy in Moscow t
Soviet measures directed against Vol ksdeutsc
status reports from tRPeThGeCnasuCan=ulr ®pé iien
a |ist of area ethnic German Catholic priest
Reichsmark fund provPdeadc byltahé viedrye imprd e@ft f i
di pl omats used t o undnerswruitthee rtnh eU kG aati hnoel iscu g@h
project was a hol dewear effrfoom tesx itsot isrug cWeri nveorl |
Europe. This program is nevertheless intere
Sonder kommalnadtoe rR enfisfcorritbse toh@aitrrreagdi iocm Chur c h.
Ger man diplomats at the dawn of the Third Re
as a vehicle for supporting Vol bsadeNagchecian

program t hoeodSS tumdserisnti mi cal to its goals an

*>‘Brief von der Deutschen Botschaft in Moskau an das Deutsche Konsulat in Odessa, August 10,
1934, BB, R 9327, 65This request was a follow up to a broader conversatimeerning ethnic German
clergy in the Soviet UnionSee Brief von der Deutschen Botschaft in Moskau an das Auswartiges Amt, July
28,1934, BB, R 9327, 691.

3 iste katholischer Geistlicher, July 2, 1934, BB, R 9327798 Beglaubigte Abschrift fiir D.K
Odessa / Auswartiges Amt / Berlin an die Deutsche Botschaft in Moskau, July 2, 1934, BB, R 9327, 78.
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The Protestant Ch&ir\¥dl kondelutasicme s$eatital en
For the first six months o& tbpabssapati D
nsnistri a hparCaltlhellda tChaitr cdhf. t Li ke their
testant clergy arrived i n Tr anBrndtsd gti antwi
tors, serving as Wehrmacht <chaplains, wer
ion datiengummer of 1941. Some pastors, ¢
ives of the region for whom, |ike Pieger,
s with ar’®ah¥sleksheuvt adheeripatetic foray
rmalkbapl ains quickly gaRrotw@ayteds®einaemonet pe
i on. On Sunday, December 7, 1941, withou
der ko mPractdasitRaotr i t i es r &c oSrts e cPraautl e d Chduer scs
n twdtmantRibsnaami an and Ger man > authorities
Despite these parallels, Sonder kommando F
opposed to CathoBi miolistgy. i nWhdreeds aRisa g
ear s tok eldawe spreedy reply from Sonder komm:
fmeyer took any i mmediate acti®n against
ksdeutsche settl ements. The absence of a
rryCadohoamci measures suggests that Hoff mey
mer as a | esser threat to its n#E ssion in
viving records, it appears that Hoffmeyer

a¢h er his unsuccessful Dbid to hamstring t

“Roemmi ch, fADie evangelische Kirche in Russland i

55A/61kl, Transnistrien und Odess85.
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Catholi® &hluramce with the Romani aCatchioviilc ad
measures appears, moreover, to harveeh.shaped h
Perhaps fearing that Protestant clergy might
Romani an authorities, Hof f meyer decid®d to a
Vol ksdeut sche. Rat her than peoladingdeéhet RPr
permitted Hoffmeyer to exercise greater cont

To harness the Protestant Church 1 n Trans
of forging a cooperative agreementblwithsthe
Hof f meyer indicated to Alexianu in a June 19
into an accord wirtoht edfua rclilr ainmks yHesramammst adt (
ministers to &heépbeRWhaheldotlineenkt rt c emgd retci on
his communi qu® to Al exianuPwast €thtua ctha @tr otvieat
attractive partner for the SS not merely bec
because of its pronounced Mofvfeimeintty, fior stpheec i G
National Socialism, in general

The warti me PTrod rewyuavwecahn ivaans a cr eati on of

Staedel, a fervent member of the German Chri
Socialist. Belr nf aInl dwWeOd , a Stt ya@ircaanls yd dvuiacad taino n
Sax,onstudying theology in Jena, Budapest, an

during the Wi°d kiastWido h @l Wam, and ul ti mately Na

St asddaleont A prime mover i 18 tViod kMaziuftisacatei o

movement, Staedel was a medPoaert yofi nt hReo nfaansicai s

8AncElansnpi 8,0K4i563
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(Deut sche Vol kspartaAlthdaéud®RmmmMInaedd! acti vitie
predeassbbshop to sack him from his pastoral
Nati onal Socialist sentiment in Transyl vani a
el ection as bishop in February 19t4Hen tSheede
TransyPveah&€dotwuasrctaf fi |l i ati on with the Ger man
convictions | ed him to close collaboration w
to create a -banaadhloftthaet @ efadari otnh eo fStJuedwi sahn
I nfluence on GémmamntQhurzam Erff@ercSchung und
Einflusses auf das) dientdeh®bhietcadi abeéelLeben
supervision, the German CiPriodtosdlroniMlox g ment b
Trans ylananideol ogi cal position tHRA&ktn SStaseadeél r
Hof f meyer found an ideal Gp®ronestiaath&€hprgtni
appropriate National Socialist direction.
Not sur pirfif sniryegdrayjr,idssHdbar r angemas o mwli ehelSy ae
satisfacto®dyini Hohf mageeeméourwilt BnSyhednal ap
for Vol ksdeutsche congregations in>®dessa, J
Staedel Walsde gamre dKkei nt zel , Hel mut Hoff man, He
Barth to take O%PApphaerseen talsysipglnemsesnetds . wi th t he

later in 1942 Hoffmeyer authorized Staedel t

*Heschled ,Ar y,d@-D3.gésus
*0Ber grewi ,st e,& 2228 s
%81 Ancel, Transnistrig vol. 3, 1455.

%63/61kl, Transnistrien und Odess8&5.
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Transmilsnt rApar.i | 1943, Hoffmeyer even floated
TransyPvah&€dtudrcth i t ur gi cal c & se nad acro unot €lrrvaenisg
the propaganda odfantdheé n@at fedl icometEuthahlh ¢ fr om
Hof f nee yppartnership with Staedel was an allia
the Catholic Charv¥dl Kgdbdauttsheh a egga totnl e ment s,
Sonder kommando R with exceptional control ov
Homéyer had to suffer the rei@tVooldkuscd e uotns cohfe
communities, at | east in the case of the Pro
The Church and the Holocaust in Tr a
Given the |l engéepywsr twewhithr glbffo try to e
Church and to shape the theo® omimciast cynftemt
Trans®i ¥orksadeutsche, the question remains d
uni que threat t® afanfdecrakiononma hpéroorj@bcetoanswer i
most decidedly no. I f the postwar reticence
Hol ocaust in Transnistr i®a fiesaranyt oi ntdhiec actoinadnr,:;

Chué&dch hr edazit ocamghiecenemratrd®®as no greater than |

Mor eover, a careful anal ysis of police state
Protestant and Catholic clergy reveals that
actve role in the postwar conspirdscycroifmessi.l er

After the war, Protestant clergy who had

virtually silent ab®uposthwewaHaliaeb heuvsaant gi eol R ¢sntnhi

*bid.

*%“Stabbefehl Nr. 102, April 18, 1943, BB, R 59/67, 99.
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Kicrhe in Russland in VefbDlhegkRmdhtedst amtd Grgrah
the Past and the Present) typifies this tren
Protestant Church in the Russian d&smpfiremamids
experiences as an ethnic German pastor from
Feder al Republic. I n keeping wstactbenpost w
emphasi zes Vol ksdeutsche sufferningg hats t me elna
ministry in Bessarabia, for exampl e, R mmi c h
who fled t-hel Sgovoes aamp aiilgnwadsura bnlge tthoe olf9f3e0
my house to six Catholwictpraegusshonewot@nawho
Prot epatsamtr, who fled from the [ Soviet] bl ooc¢
[ Dniester] river. After a few days of rest

their congregationscandi weed. | aWbenaltrastede
communities in 1941, | <could finBrobesetaht th
pastor had been exil ed® Notrwiftilvet ayredirsg atnldi 3§ s
description hbdmeitioswrnv icofi tWotromshiisn sout hern UKk
emphasi zes the renaissance of fMVobehetawasehby
to visit my hometown of Worms near Odessa fo
departure of ptshe ABioglusshte vii6k, tlr9o40l, t he fir st

in a [recently] cleaned and makeshift church
the German Wehrmacht, bapt i02°Acd d hielscer evri ganred t

il lTusheateaject®@riyanfatRPweniich one of the tri

**Roemmi ch, ADi e evRansgsellainsdc hien Kierrcghaen gietnhei t und Ge

%9 hid., 263.
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adversity.

R mmé&cihhi story of the Protestant Church ir
Union is, however, more interesrimigs fpubltihseh
narrative, the author jumps a decade and a h

Aden&dud955 state visit to the Soviet Union,
restricti onpedkar Gewhmam S adveipeotr taeudt htoor iCeinet sr ah
Siberia during and after the Second Worl d Wa
to fashion a tale of the suffering of innoce
whil e jettisoning tfhee tphrnoibslne@eaatimlacy sa chnopslei c ir toy
homet own &dfn WohremsNsm zp e r egd umtei on of Jews. |t
unli kely, that during his trip through Trans
chapl ain R°mmi ch pdriodg rneosts ievnec owanvteesr otfh eGer man
against both | ocal Jews and Vol ksdeutsche.

some of these events ma$gp Wepartmuwamrspgirroend t dafet

possi bl e, t hicsonavpepneiaernst toof baen teoxop| anati on f o
Perhaps tellingly, when the West Ger man poli
about wartime events in Worms, he broke off
questiloinksenyy of his fellow Lutheran&cl ergyme

postwar aversion téidcbsodsasagngr Nmes wgal eante

cor el iorionnirstbsut ed to a postwar conspiracy o

*The Stuttgart police officer who interviewed R°m
mass numbers of Jews who were killed near Worms, R[dBmmich] indicated that he would not answer this
questi on. O Remmi chés interviewer noted perceptively t
during his visit to his birthplace dur i Akgnvermeegk war , h e

Uber H. R., November 2, 1965, BAL, BA/2305, 277.
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i nvol vement BnpdrmleamMHol iocdiucsdt es an affinity
Socialist agenda.

Al t hough privately more forthcoming about
also failed to engage publicly with the Holo
wlhm had been the target of Nazi viol a8d6 per s
i's particularly startling. De s @si tber uhtaavlii ng h
policies towakehVebhedelutskhbde aGewmbhh abff &pD s
murder Tremsnimeirtt mer subj@cacapprtardGf inh&i €h
mi ssion ti@iteheag erldgiid®dm,en Ver h2l tni s&€elhien der
Religious Circumstances ai)n, Sovihnti cdrr meUlprudil n e |
R mmé&clchapter. I n his deSttarialsebduodge £ xraimptl ieq n
merely refereédderisng htehé afcit gttthiamg various hou
dest o¥pedhough Ilitehmremedeir edsand deceased membe

c ommuodrfiotry , whom he held a Requiem, the contex

of Soviet violence. Undoubtedly many of the
ones. By t Ise atrirfhevrad s b@egma&m and Romani an fo
significant numbers of | ocal JewStamadberigiosc

residents gave to the West Ger B&@&mupaleircefar e

the & owwommurfiisti alM.andoldamais i ng SUlmoneear! 1941

vill agers apparently denounced the men to Ei
*pj eger, fADie religi®sen Verh2#465nisse in der S¢du
*Aussage von A. M., September 7, 1K,6 2No vBeAmb e rB 15,2 /

1962, BAL, B1B2/ 22R¥9ssdgs8 von J, 1B.2/ BAORuAtSsS2d4ge 19612,
F. . NoV#mpberB ALG 2 /BA2249D9
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neighbors nalelsege dleyl laav e S2aukbeenr upnagrst® k tnib @huer hg fe
of t hesiRusidisarn

According to the postwar testi mdmystbluatg t
was also the site of the mass murder of Jews
1944As FBana r eStirdetnbtutod rfecoubéedndust 1941
Romani an Jews were executed in our | ocale.
but came no further because It was occupied
drove the fleeing Jews fromghhy boeslkis| amdt ¢
direction of the Kutchnokanka stream. There
and shot . Il know about this because | had t
popul ation did not a@mschad phekfapgt adidiamu Rd @
was common ORThwl ddage¢ al i t Vs odp drhien Htcreausphad ri gom
was by no means an @abAdugastoand BaphempePi &§
him through many whsthaedVblmteest ssbhlee et @i ns a
murdered both Jews and ethnic Germans mere W

of German and Romanian violence against both

summer and fall g@f th&a41 Piegreot coameat Miave mi
reason than the fact that some of his initia
dead.

Whil e Pieger made no reference to the Hol

AussageM,yobDe GEmm®@2 BAILG2/BAFO1
Y bi4db. , Vernehmungsniede7d06R2BALG2BAASB6 H., August

Aernehmungsni eder $81HING 2f B AlNG @ HBARHO 6B

200



counterpahmhmt IREMMmid assi std tchre miensatl G enrveasnt ipgo:

Sonder kommando R. When asked by West Ger man
to rural Transnistria, Pieger explain@d that
dscovered from a | ocal resident that a | arge

grave that he had helped to dig personally.
whac kenmg €é)l egd a suspected Jew. | h awh sr e cod idv & dh
firearms to |iquidate Jews who had had | eadi
responsible for the depord®aktmomnomtfr amamyt ¢ ewl
Pieggepubl i shed travel ogue satggestmqgr éaicompmwi e

private postwar engagement with the Holocaus

The specific episodes of Nazi violence th
police, however, underscobeutpatbiudy gern éreal ac o
narr owded fiorctuer est i n Nazi measures against
exampl e, Piegelredimasuss snewsr cdenre oSfFS t ens of t ho
Transnistrian countryside in the abstract, b
i ltlust et heutS&l i ty. First, Pimegedchatcasen o

of a -Velwk scheut sche coupfiome dAy Ri dgevw, enhmpl dia
[ et hnic] Ger man woman, was pi ckeerd tuhpe awodmasnh o
was ordered to hand oW esrc hh e rp Yvhikxnendd Brea cweo ntahni |
refused they threatened to burn down the bar
When the children | eft theithkeyfdi ngfpbadetan

separated and they were all shot together.

*Aussage von N.31%6 1B Nba 2 BDHEFID
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[ Berei chkommandof ¢hrer] PacsdSkwolinid, c i riged

r e

ferences traveling to a c oantcee nHorlayt i Goonmntuanm p

ith a Jewish i nmate, who had converted to C

od and medi&i pei’fonecbhbatc @sipp utbhd i Biheegderac c o
e Cat hél lactChvurtahles arnl iTaranpaliisd a | sat, a tha me ret
i sodes of Nazi violence in the region. N e
scussion of the Holocaus@ rugtgelsittsy twmag oh
uni ver sal humabnyi taa rmoarne cnoanrcreorwil sy tdheafni ned

iGc hencroachment o® thetCaubhobnal Cpuecbgat.i
at it directed agai®ensatc tGavtihsont iicns .e s tFaobrl iaslhl
ssion rnaJlJranmnhenicentent of his private refl
rman police suggest a tr oubdtiefgllecthnead raow i
ntinuity withs trhees Canshe ltiac tChaurkHdl ocaust d
That bothh aRPdnnHiceger opted to pulbilee sh t he
rchen und das religi°@édeLEhencttes Busis Reahd
e Russi)anaGeolmame pr od-bna sldadnbdys ntahnen sSthuatfttg adre
ut schenndiler Rusetaal Association of Ger man
|l ustrative of their | ack of engagement wit
ndsmannschaft der Deutschen aus Russl and w

gani zati on afnesr iRudsiearF e@errml Republic, whi

e interests of that particular expellee co

4 pitdb. |
Y pirdr.
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West Ger msan npvoelsitciegati on into the Hol ocaust

andO0B9%a significant number of suspected et hr
positions in the organization. Al t hough not
mass shootings, its head, Dr. Karl Stumpp, h
regi@we | kpirsocjhect s i n Ukr ai ne .NazDunpganmigeyrt h eh avh r |,
commanded an SS Sonder kommando, whose pri mar
et hnographic surveys HisongeemnedhSsesvientt gr

deangr aphic conseque@cgenotcidlaé Pphiidi Rsi ¢cm t

Many of thé& dllogaali zheaoear s, however, were he
Hol ocaust i n s oWt h#&od mbikrrsati net. hniPd uGer man ma
occupation, | ater served&rasmsa h@i o) sngnu et he

Landsmannschaft deri DeDbitsgdhleini mg,s Rasvsasidiaad w
the “W@meWssf fell ow Vol ksdeut schefafgbidne Wor ms d
hato@rn,n groCer)adddemrhgswetnesses fingered hir
participant PR mmiecMohomd aRiseger were obvious
penning narratives for an orgarsiez avtairan mgopul

invol vement with the Nazi regi me made them a

9% n his capacity as the organizationés chairman,
information about the whereabouts aspected Volksdeutsche perpetrators in the Federal Rep@iief.von
Dr. K. Stumpp an den leitenden Oberstaatsanwalt bei dem Landgericht / Herrn Below, June 3, 1965,
Staatsarchiv Hamburg, 213/12 Staatsanwaltschaft Landgericht NS@088Band 6,997St umpp 6s war t i m
activities have been the subject of recent historical
Research of Georg Leibbrandt and Kar|l Stumpp in Ukrai

*""Aussage von P. W., October 21, 298AL, B162/2303, 68.

*"®Aussage von H. S., January 6, 1965, BAL, B162/2303,266. W. 6 s compl i city in ¢t
see Aussage von A. H., May 23, 1965, BAL, B162/2305, 4ssage von G. S., July 27, 1967, BAL,
B162/2309, 36. Aussage von J. H., Aug2é, 1962, B162/2302, 221.
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engagement with the past. T h e ofoancet otf h avth olno t
had tasted & hbkbr daabpergt md withaanwasgaowz ac

to many of ®©®GhetMazic rGegimaer c orl dlabotfarboda & s p e

churtcthhead chree Hol ocaust in the region after tF
|l east privately, more Viooltdroen na@gs adwviud e wae d
participation in the postwar conspiracy of s

neither church would have preségniNedidiscahbstoa
pl ans in the area.
Conclusion
Sonder kommarn a Kud h erdi kniatihigfansni stri a becaus
ideol ogi cal pr edi sspeonsiiotri dresa doefr sthhiiep .uniFtear i n.
of fer |l ocal Vol ksdeutsche an alternative to
tostadl i sh the Church in Trans-nebtgiausppoti

had already excised the Chur chdd rnem stiuhree dtah d

radi cal el ements of the Nazi regi met may Rbavuah
Content with at | east this convergence of So
pl ans to r e® p\Wonl kitshdee urtesgcihoen chur ches. Surpri

and Protestant missionsutbetthbyreéebeoenaéhdsda
of | ocal et hnic Germans, among whom Sonder ko
program to be a tenuous enterprise, the wunit
Cathol i&® ®@hmirgthr y irph alprsa nbsenciasutsrei ao,f ptehe pr op ¢
mi |ti®@ui mmuni ze against National Socialism in

partially successful @&sf faocrtti vtiot i@ sr ciunmstchrei bree
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Vol ksdeut sche com@adumiotii®s £hluWlkince whéh Roman
administrators fanned SS dams,édda@aRonmafnoirant hien tCeart
prevented Ger man authorities from removing C
done earliermieasaheaRelUkhaknoam. Thwarted fro
in Transnistria, Hof fmeyer used the unique |
region to pursue two measures that were unpr
| aunchede&d cbhundestyne campai gn atca ilviimiite st he

Transnistria té&hadaf feaxrltip stead "amgmee crucifixes

could not restrict the Catholic Church outri
Second, in contrast to the Nazi regime in Ge
Ger man Christians, Hof f meyer forged a cl ose

Whil e permitting the Protestant GQGhuwradh ftroonop
Hof f nee year | i er position, it permitted him to
Protest @&ntt eGhcunricnhgs i n the appropriate Natio
ul ti mately found this ar®@ agn@yaltehte soyednduth
of using Protestantism as a counterweight to
hoped to eliminate Chri &t isoometwh ads da cegmmNatzii
project, Hof f meyer madre ttd ee rbsewsrte otuhato,f ian shaa
possible, the Church supper tpdda,nsr d@®hert hteh are

Vol ksdeut sche.
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CHAPTER V: HOFFMEYER & BENEFICIARIES: THE ROLE OF VIOLENCE,
ROBBERY, AND PROPAGANDA IN CREATING TRANSNISTRIA &

VOLKSGEMEINSCHAFT

During the first year and a half of the o
Trans@i ¥orksadeutsche settlements of remainin
residents and channelfe di rettdh na vwe nGee Inatalsate liitgi
compati bl e wi &h gtohad sNaz iAlrtehgpiumgen & eprrd rnaireys ,f
and the source of méchiof edherdaglommandocR |
these efforts were merely pr eptahreatNoartyi ommeaal s ur
Socialist projectdipl ame &g iVOn&ksdrEilstsidddi hi
Sonder kommaanbdiol iRy to persuade | ocal et hni c
Nazi ©project. Wit hout etdinalci Gma,r ®@Bma rsumpipotrrt
Vol ksdeut sche could never become the demogr a
the East. To mobilize | ocal Vol ksdeutsche f
wi n fitéeer t s @onfd tnhién deed chinaosd a Geasmkhnmade all the

di fficult by thedumpogetaustgrbobvetthe e@ehi mi na

reorganize religious |ife in the area. How
Ger man support fomsnmhetNaai? regime in Tra
By recovering $o nsdeecrukroininya ndooo pREI ati on, ec

initiatives&wiVbhiks delhe scdgi communi ties, thi s

-



precisely this question. A& amamedseurlst aonfd paodl

measures pursued by |l ocatt dNazofffiicadrn o,n Pormdae
primary for ms. Firsauytohemumiansanosgmt at do yc &
Romani an i ndd@®a&Wvialek s dhe uthsec h aVhs e tetalse menntthe gl
Romani a was &NajzuniGer maaryt ner, in Transnistr.i
inverted. Al t hough theoret@®chkbynnndsgpéelnddén
Lilliputian staff Geadnt @ a&mangea Troanmumii 4t reisa

cooperation and more o&tRamani aonfuletswithv
Sonder kommando R establ iTrhaends nitssy sBiearneait d hck oRnon
pilfering of ethnic pGeaemxains tpirmg eannyi teyx abceetr vbea
Romani ans. Hof f meyer and his subordinates r
et hnic Germans and contesting pé&rceived ROmMa
Vol ksdeutsche settl| emeingist.at e&fchipe mowcki mmodkiom
Romani an forces atcd | ®cmderakxmmamdo eB, but it
and his staff with the pretext to | aunch an
homogenous Vol ksdelitacéfei sbhmmaen i dtiresst egi ¢ ha
created a demographic barrier agains®& subseqg
aut horbiuty t hey al so anticipated, at | east in
agricul turtaHhatsetthhd eNmeeznit sr egi me hoped might s
conquered Soviet terri oreyc.onoWhiicl ed eQoennddeernkcoen
Trans®i KRomaai an occupiers stabilized an ot he
and ongoingedonhki trequepittiy tortured interas

Romani an authorities in the region.
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Second, Sond®&@r Nammhndat Ron project hinged
Vol ksdeut sche ecdnams.ci ssDimi s ainrciet iiant ieve t ook
one hand, it ent aiifced achael rreedsi csurrad edsu tti co na roef a
primarily through a de facto dissolution of
This move produced a heated r es peoanlsiez efdr otnh a to
uni | atceorldlecda vi zati on threatened their econ
hand, Sonderkommando R i mported | arge amount
had stolen from its Jewipsrho viidcetdi nmish einmn tooc cluopci
Vol ksdeutsche at little or no cosérm These p
i mplications. In the® shoqui siuni, v&ompadleir & ioesna
with |l ocal Vol ksdeutsche, fwhboopadtlhodturtngmé

and who yearned foriailegednetconbimeicr polsc e i c

l ong run, securing a dominant position for a
German influence in southern Ukraine.
Fi hgl Sonderkommando R | aunched a dedicat

propaganda and education campaign to wrest t
religious Vol ksdeutsche population that, for
rul essed Ban Odessa, which provided infrastruc
Sonder kommapnrdoop aBRganda apparatus-pddpermsded pri
newspaper and an i mpressive National $ociali
t hat Vol ksdeutsche youth constituted the mos
Sonder kommando R placed speci al emph&Esi s on

et hnic German youngsters. The fwmri tl okceaV e led phe
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German chil dren that combined a high dose of
a carefully crafted cont i msuiVvod kesdduecua tsicohne prea
The Gunattt empts t o cr eatthe nao vNeame notn ail n STorcainasl nii ss
however, | ess successful. Initially unwil .|

Of fi ceRedfchtshaug®editc hbhiYeutihhnderademhgse® auspi ces

Nati onal Socialisto yypetrtater, g@&mindatrikommaas ot |
chance to influence the ideol ogical & ormati o
inability to capitalize ®ndéehesmopabrononti 6yn
i ndependence viidetshea rgeuginare spsreant i al e&@ampl e

drive fobeeawstmdddmat i ng.

Germans and Romanians in Transnistria:

From the start @f dSeopnldoeyrnkeonntmatnod oTrRARnsni st
the Rmmamgovernment and the SS were antagoni
Antonescu and Hi mmler detested one another.
coup | ed by HwoomaGbaméa agai nst Antonescu. T
hadchoerst r as etdr &Snsrfaer t o Ger many, where the S¢
alternaComdutbhtide the prospect of territori
territory not proved so tantalizing to Anton
preferred to have had no&Ghipmgtt oederndwiatt i etr h e

ambition forced what was undeniably a shotgu

the number of German personnel®that it inten

Copie de pe latBMesasNerul ui Afacerilor Strtine Di
Sept elmb,elr9 UISHMM,1 . I 4R e FD242O0lpi €d 018113
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Sonder kommapnadrot nRer shi p with the Romanian ci v
Reitlfangeuse ba? |l t on sand.

Early Romani an mové setalgrmiimmsGerTmams,nilsd we \a
fissures in this already tumultuous relation
forces mistreattedpopadtamammaudk magi M@ mani an sol
tremendous amounts of*TEd vind k @ nmatntde rss awer & o
Ger man perspective, the Romanians did not exX
and treated them as rao peorntqu ewaesd fpadiofpd gea mew hfoos
B, an ethnic German from Mannhei m, | at er rec
Romani amonmMrtmye first day of the occupation,
could not | eave. ni a.n .mi | Wa aweyr g uuamr dde ra nRIo nvee 1
| eaving the cell ar. When we were finally |e
Romandé®aBest.h the Wehrmacht and Einsatzgruppe
Romani an bandimmey aodril®dlt heTheir protectior
and neither the German military nor the Gern
t he darleaar gely denuded Vol ksdeutsche communit.
R. As am iolfl u d@er msa gt nui att usdoem, n it thiealundttaff or de
mitigating the effects of Romanian theft. C

freshly minted Beriet ecpkalmimahlomgmiram] toequi s

0Rei t ITihnegeHouse Built on Sand
®'Dal Didsms a, -1 9 96481

®Aussage von2A.9BE.St atautgsuasrt2 h8B Bl Bambanwgal t schaft Lz
NS®5809,2 Banhds3

WAussage von26l9 MB2BAILRYRASAD?2
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Vol ks deiultls&®h@®s hni ¢ Ger mans | eft homeless by
particular urgenc®% eé6PBomaei kommahdagRng cor
throughout the fall of 1&4k.ubolridi Matembeaevarhg
igr owi ng Rosmeraehifdenepmwes attacks on ed®®hnic Ger
Beyond damaging relations between | o®al Ro ma
staff further, continued Romanian thefts | eo
t hus t hrdeatagade ddotfednhe yer mi ssion in Transni st

Hof fmeyer responded to Romanian | ooting i
it with direct armed resistance. With fewer
across Tr ans rhies tnraing,0o wea Itaockend etr di ct Romani
compensate for its small staff, Sonder komman
or Sel bstschut z &t ovop kestdeaitt sTrhaen sreitdtlreiment s ¢

The origiimsan,s,omearda demographic composition of

detail in chapters seven and eight. & What i s
initial purpose. As Heinrich Krumbeck, the
| aeepl aBeareeii chkommandof ¢hrer . . . were or

et hnic German men to protect the Vol ksdeutsc
troops : : : in the area. We caué dt matt we

had to arm oursel ve®¥Wiatghhi wisdat tdmo Romaditamsa

*®pDienstanwei sung Nr. 1, /6%keR4ember 22, 1941, BB, F
5| b ildb.3,
BTel epri nt22. Me. 944 ¢gledrdy2 BNA 1 6 HWE B7c e

®"Aussage von H. K., October 13, ROSBA MSktaamtKairrcshi
Krumbeck, NARME RRGR I @R 4.4
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Hof f meyer commanded his subordinates & o hal't
Vol ksdeutsche settl|l ements.

Now staffed to coms$eisnt Roma@asanof nTuarss mi
Sonderkommando R considé&éredmmiasidbailewwimok e [k
exercising its prerogatives. Romani an aut ho
been si mmeri ng -lheovsetdidlaictoyn fil ntca .a I[Aowal | 1941

Sonder kommasntdaof fR i n Hal ber st adt and Romani an

Varvarivka exemplifies the intensifi®ation o
beginning. On ,NSeemgkeamt2Marlebscu of the 7E¢
Battalion arrived in the predominantly ethni
the | ocal mill, whose ownership Romanian and

Ther e, Mar i nteos ceuj eadbtt ®tohlpek endielult sc he #@mpul oyees,
Ger mans, Ofbw [He utlsecrhke, DAt Hli e a®tr 'according t
of events, during the ensuing bkreaawld Marciane s c
boy int@® thewmeed .| oSakinbserdents appeal ed t

Bereichkommando in Hal berstadRqot twhnfchhrsemtFra

Leibham, to intercede. Upon arriving in Ste
di spaat clhoecdkal et hnic Ger man, Matth2us Wanner,
authorities in Varvar@ v&rar.estl,nfluird ad emdmarnyd dvira
on the I|Iikely trumped up charge of publicly
then traveled to Varvarivka witd& Maeleasecu ir

Lei bham approached Captai®m Lomstiaot, nwite nlda e

Wanner. After heated negotiati onsouti nofwhi ch

212



frustration over their mut ual communi cati ons

deal : each man would release his prisoner an
near Steinberg. With the captiewres tQnadehde, rL
back to Steinberg, they again encountered Ma

was returning to the town accompanied by two

wagon chase and shootout, Llkilihmmbacel atpd ul ald
for interrogation. Sonder kommando R rel ease
| at®er

Whil e this bizarr e -dsokciurmmeinsthe di,s iamomags tbhye
uni que. Rather, 1t wasypairdl eft anomhgot nlge ta
Sonder kommando R and Romani an &a uMohl okrsidteiuetss cfho
settl ements. This struggle played out both

units frequently engagesiuRpenanednofsopidli leagi n

Ger man property. Confrontations between Vol
were not | imited impeéygi hg mbet bscuphnbi ©Gat ob
Sonder kommalnidaoi sRodtvnoefrméehy e8SDr . Eckert, | o

complaint with Romanian authorities about th

Vol ksdeutsche town of Predeagrsttilay .t hiA cplrun dhear

%Bot h GenmdnaRomani an accounts of this encounter

ar
the Wehr macht Liai son Office for Transnistria and th

e
versions confirm the basic gawesrstogxeanoh portrays the ¢
Wehr macht sverbindungsstab fg¢r Transnistrien in Tirasp
Sol dat en, November -3217.,0 0149M,1 ,ReleSHMM, Hot1d 2242, Opis 1
(Pages out ofndsuenggusesntcaeb) .d erVeDebut schen Wehr macht fg¢r T
Ar meeoberkomando Depatement [sic] des Zivilgouverneur
angebl ' bergriffen deutsche S3»1d@a0d M, o Ra2ediRupriysF 2, 194
Ed. 188144a 2
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such proportidmsn]t hsaotl dtiheer s[ RRameardr i Wwf°ng t hei
The | ocal Sel bstschutz responded to one such
sol *8osder kommando R | amented the difficult
intoxicated Remdwildry.tr oopSepeéamber 1942, fc
sentries in the Vol ksdeutsche town of Rauch
wandering througdthl achke it wWthAe tmdrhirieteg mati on o
confsl idatr atiinotno, 1wedl3l S o rsd ecr cknonmammadnedros Rad moni s h
subordinates to report shootouts between the
to t ke hemidtquarters in Landau. Direct confr
Romani anesauwédre idiperennial feature of the o

Al t hough armed confl agrations between the

abounded, many of these engagements &i mply h
Romanian civil admi kbsmmaratdor 8 smepetiragu8andt
reams of written compl aints. As early as Ja
Jews in the region, Al exi aifiaur bciotmypd raii meesds t o F

(Eigenm2yrhofgbBentdedk alffhann daunR of that vyear,

Reichs¥S hodrksdeut sche Mittelstelle / Der Verbinc
Transnistrien Verwaltungsdirektion [/ Betr.: Feldpl ¢nd
October USHMM,934RGMA,04Re e F22 42 Olp i € d1 0 8496.9

e Mittelstelle |/ Der Verhb
n Transnistrien [/ Betr.: bergriffeUSHMMni KR&6her Sol

01 b d. R8BS cYHalflkhdeut sch
Vo |
31. M04ReeF22420pi €d1l 0 g495.2

Abschrift29l9edRtUShVENS, 1 .RIQ 4RleBe IFDR@ 1 Olpi € OHr
2 4.4

*2Zivilgouverneur an Herrn Kommandanten der Vol ksd

Landau / Betr.: Uebergri 2Dl9 4d2USISNEMB,ILNROINIEdRE aRowdét a, Jar
22420pi €£d1 0 84846.
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aut hor it i-knst ecrasltluerdmfS;gShr er K©° hl i on the carpe
di ssemi rRGetrimmagn pprroopaganda to | ocal Ukraini an
theft of RoMaHiislnt evcedinec,beSS urmfaheer!| iLi ebé b
Il n March 1943, t BerRabBakiegdeRaededtannexpl an
for why |l ocal Vol ksdeutsche wer-tiomotbketbDing
t he'mMSonder kommando i @Bn with the Romanians cou
Bereichkommandof ¢hrer, become a death by a t

The second major way in which Hoffmeyer s
Transnistria was by demnao@raadsiziappegl tbecregit ene
homogeneous Vol ksdeutsche strongholds that p

aut horit mor e eff ect® v\ollyk s deHitsstcohrei craalrleyl,y t

<

homogeneous Ger manophone emaol anwesorcWisemr Gen
sout hern Ukraine in the | ate summer of 1941,
l ocalities had ressspgemakey swhomt|l ataheGeée hma s ¢

Ukraini ans™®

d®heRdsesmbgnaphiict autpehde @vreolp dpmi eveg rp
mont hs further&meddinead twhae eresgi omwhil e target
threatened the viability of some ethnic Gern

Vol ksdeut sche men, in comatedseseawt diehmwiac @6é¢ff

Byol ksdeutsche Mittelstelle BK XXIV / 1068 an den
Schreiben des Zepaldgoenvts neevres wiad t uhghsmlbr3esdotthm ioean
28.3,193%MO42USHMM,1 QD4R eFD22420pi €d1 0 &H+.6

“sayntersturmfeghrer Liebl an die PraféRt MarBarezo
251943 USHMNM,1 .0 4Rlege IF22@10pi € d 08Hg B8 2 5

®See, forPreoxakmlledoprosa lonusa Al eR$ah
17, 8454, Protokol doprosa Koki{3d 1M o Rle/a b 8%
Protokol doprosa Kadkhao &USHMBEBnla RGNGReSB i) & r

i 8k, Rpell
5@¢ct ober 1
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settl®Menhksdeutsche spread throughout the re
vul nerable to continued Romanian harassment

The aunsadal ution was to | aunch an ethnic cl
homogeneawwsd taemmwhere none hadGexastHBE8KKTrevi

chauffeur attached to the Ber ei @ohukro npnrai nndaor iiln

responsibility in the Bereichkommando pertai
t heyd Iwivieh t he Russian population in various
concentrated in certain resi &¥foiathneeasths
hi storically unprecedented ethnic skbgtlkgatio
ar eaGemromans and | ocal Vol ksdeutsche. Il n tow

Ger nsane aker s, Hou d aredyierat es sGanprhand otrc erde Il @c
As FMana former residenavkaf, Kuaneiradceapfl an eaaerd:
Russians] from owt’Sliaddlag |wer é nex¥peéleldech.sf el
residents near Rosenfeld, Sonderlkcmmamdse R od
an et Mmiavel kydeut scW®wheeet Bemda tsk osminaafnfd of oRu n
insufficient numbers of area ethnic Ger mans

themselves with carving out a Vol k8dewoneche

*®I'n November 1942, for example, in the midst of a
town of Heinri chsdoSofn d(eSckhoenvmiasncdhoe nRk oh)a,d etvoenconcede t h
Germanophone settl ement was tenuous. The unit was f ¢
arrived in the town fias a resul tReoifc hrs&&ehModre médet 5s ahe
Mittelstelle / Der Verbindungsf ¢ hrer beim Zivilgouver
Transnistrien Verwaltungsdirektion / Betr.: Einquart:.

1942, USHMM,A,0RMGRe e FDQ 42 Olp i &€d1l 0 8497.6
*"Aussage von3G966StaMasahchi3voMBhster, March
*®Aussage voROIMm 6 7MBALGDUBBI9
®Aussage von W1 B6 2 B AloGveBRbRIt9
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of a handf ul of ethnic Geowmahesdi ondomewde o waf fo

Russians |ived in my neighborhood. Il n anoth
Vol ksdeutsche | ived mixed together.
Russian had to move i ntbomrthiheodex c ITthei welcyt | RS

which the Vol ksdeutsche [076oddree keoimmad dioh R
compeBltloedmove to Weidenau, although not befo
Ukrainian partnedaaneéqiuiedier thame ce esdé slr winer e
Hof f neeyseubor di nates encountered too few ethn
they simply relocated individual V8% ksdeutsc
Remaki ng ®r adnesmoigsrtarpif@on slitandiscealpea key compon
Sonder kommaenfdfioporR s to | imit R&&ma/wil ks dientft Ise d e
settl ements.

Not surpri &i raglty,mpttlhse auniptopul ati on engi ne
Trans@i KRomaai an ciiovni.| aAdrneian iRsotmaanti an offi ci a
about the fact tdkhaexpohdeoksmmaddor Rated i nd
|l ocal Romanian administrat®Te @odlidnsoltt fiaod

Sonder k orsmadnedmmn R @it ended al s¥ Ptre setuhrrei o r Man

PAussage von 21 9B4ABADE2 BBFO 3
1 bi d.
®2Aussage von H.LELDG4BRDEG2/BRB®B3

®BFor Sonderkommando R6s response to Romanian comp
Vol ksdeutsche Mittel Rtah | eédeboadnideir kgomaemdneur von Tran
Al exi aniB,l 9ARJSHMM, 1 P 4ReeFD22420pi €dl 0 g34.5

fsssSsonderkommando 6R® Vol ksdeutsche Mittel stell e
Herrn &ma2ftlod®Vivdi Kpo2l71 9 MAUBSHMM,1 . R 4Refe IF21@9O3i €£d
Hr7, Frame unnumbered.
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Al exi anu reached such proporti dmnet dt tHef frn
instances in which he did so during 1942. C
coordinaperthei-®anrdmands noomre closel y® ith Rom
Whi | e Ho& f meyemptisn tha sreitaff precipitated mo
deportations in some instances, it di® Iitt]

Sopdkommd@ndcoapRaci ty to decfeaheai patohndGewmhno

reengineer | ocal demographics to support tha
exponential capacity to expand itsiautlthority
administration. Al t hough inconclusive, suryv

R used popul ation resettlements not simply t
to secutreerm gdroenggence i n tboe mpdaei,orB.er elirc hAXprmn
Xlin Rastatt expelled the predominately et hni
Gradovka dmd adeplkaged them with ethnic Ger ma
Vol ksdeutsche settlementstrihgrebyVaelrlesade wmtgs
vil I®4A8esder kormsmapnodpou IRat i on policies provided
expand its authority in ti@er madgmeechessasnadr yt ot oc r
secure future Gerdmanfaonhbuhatewosatdt br Araamasn
Romani an ci vil admini strators.

Despite the acrimony of th@&selcanemi cconf |

dependence on the Romanian civil administrat

“Rundanweidgudy®rd.2BB9 /B

®®Einheit Fel@pdeRtaBshirat tSSt ¢t zpunkt Liscthetre ndfeesl d [/
Dor f e sCHau tedCre,9, 1MPMBUUSIH MM, 1 . FIQD 4RleBe IF2 3@ 1 Olpi &€ & OHZ

Protokol doprosa | o §ls9ap 7AU SeHMM, & dRIGL SRi&7& B3 & ar y
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this hostil irtey.at iTomisshippa rraessiutintvee cobffi Htohiheyt he e «
VoMi operations in Transnistria. Despite th
than 370, 246 hdéa traadckisc olfl f adimd mmapor t@ onat e
arabloe hlpaamdll uced a diverse and | mefrfesstiivee ywa
to bring thes®Nggodsatioomsarwieth possible Ger
fell through repeatedly becaus&se atghre cmdrtkuetalyv
productnh both countries could not, even with
costs of shipping these goods via an underde
already buckling in hHofriingesyreaonimaavdewa howfe at
desperately needed to sell its agricul tural

sufficient to pay its sta@fSoaddr kommaniol Rsd

one option: it was foEcRdmawmi dbarécieyawoa dmiTr a

I n exchange for | arge quantities of agric
provi ded &GHoufnfinmie yneirt h i mported and scare good
purchase. Beginning in 1941, Sonder kdmmadnd o

administration with one half of af!l nvoApkrsideu

®%According to British sigRatepoteéetigknsefi Sondet
September 1942 G.C. & C.SsS. Air and Military History
Piece 63, 222. Transnistria had apprQCoudxeisnsaatl ®I4dyd 431. 3 mi
51 By compari §880,Volkasndsernuitsstcrhiea éasc c bpretreed nt oo fnao hmonr e
popul at i6o2n. | bi d. ,

®®These were the conclusions of British analysts,
radi o interaepttasasnd ipanrheédt ory of the German police
Air and Military Histor yl94WbBNAIX0HWSG 82cZ823 Ger man Pol i c

0l n September 1942, SonderkommanddORes ehimaakspeci
port its educational initiati2Ffeaf8fi.Oc URaptdmser i a.
2BNAl1G6HWH Ec e

sup
194

®"Rundanwei7Qu g p@inth4e2xB B9/, BH 5
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1942, once road travel became feasible, Sieb
provide half @f htalrev epsrte vtiod u shcey eaagrra fc utl Heurlad c &
Prefecture. Keenly aware of mountd ng Romani
behavior, Siebert ordered his staff to deliwv
1, 1942, and threaoepttdBdoneipumk ¢ ¥Wniaamdeorfn omr e r
1942, Sonde®kbmmdrde Rnd their Romanian coun
agreement to include wheat, wooP®Deaspi tpeel t s

Sonder kommaenadrol iRer vi ol Romawii spuaet wot iht il @€ a

rural Transnistria, both sides wultimately re
Vol ksdeopttsahed mill s. Beginning in August 1
all ow ethnic Ger maasdtSoonperkommsodme Ritdbisse

approxi mately 360r epveerncueen tt oo ft H'éhiTeR ofmainifisaln| st e |
of the bargain, Romanian authorities granted
i naccessible prodoctexamph®Eostphhbiiph@dded

Sonderkommando R with rations for area et hni

and disti®®Ated@ademdhok he Romanian civil admir

®2Rundanwei sunglB8#82,3BB, ARri59/ 6, 96. Al so see Re
Mittel stelle Der Verbindungsf¢¢hrer beim Zivilgouverne
Transnistrien Abt. Verwaltung / Bet rRi:btAab L 1Jeuflildgyr ung vo
USHMM, -3RGNM,04Re e F224820pi €dl 0 g485.7

*30n Sonder kommando R6s required wheat deliveries
BB, R 59/66, 51. On wool deliver#des BBe RuB8BAB@ei SO0
required fur and pelt deliveries see Rundanwei sung Nr

der Wol |l e, December R2anNdh42,190BAHR IRXHLIBHS /BB 4.

®“Rundanwei6dunBge tNr. : St aat suarbdg a¥olem¢ hdlegt,9 &RuBgBuesi tR e
59/, 6® Rundan&éi SapgempeBB 9/ B6G

*®*Rundanwei sung Nr. 32, April 7, 1942, BB, R 59/66
1942, BeB66 LR 59/

220



salt for a spdominall delriiveurlyt uafaladdidtiuct s fr
The Romanians were also a primary source for
R needed to improve | ocal infrastructur e. I
admi ni st wagioonoforceament for roadwbrk betweer
Sonderkommando R repeated f™hSismirleagruleys,t itnh eA uf
1943, Hef smdoyerdi nates ordered five crates of
Pref 8et eiztoov kfaiaxyedla panes in a | c2ahi etmni calGk
benefici al economsol mer fost hreg twii 5 es earcw @ dnotno 0 U ¢

Whil e trade agreements brokered by high |
R and t he FRaodmanniiam scaiapiploosed t o their personi

continued to duwkd adutl itzhe@e rRoamasp ealtn@tsi ons i n

they did | itttler modiedtimucaitatleetl wengn t he two p
Sonder kommammodo dBr s i ns@rmctdedvehel eadérs to
t he Romanians, they made it clear to their s
frequently conflicting interests. Il n June 1
witdh Rdhmani an military, whereby it was per mi
manufactur e. Shortly after Hoffmeyer signed

subordinates t& cdraipvaraldl Sofvitehe viBIKIKI es t o

“®*Rundanwei99u e cROMOA2 BB .9/, BB

%Der Deutsche |l andw. Berater bei der Prafektur Be
BerezovkHd 942 WISHMNM, 1 .FIQD 4Rele IFD @1 O0O3i, s Ed 188Br .

“BEi nfFe Pt1 GN2ZBK. X! an den Herrn Oberst Leonidas Po,
Anforderung voR8FEAOAIUWSHMNIASHDPIARESy IFDIRL1OPi €d OHTr
6 5

*®Einheit Feldpost Nr. 10528 Bet.r .XI IAnfaonr ddeireu nRgr 2vfoe
Fensterglad® 4 SABSHMM, 1 .RID 4ReBe IFDIM1 Olpi € d 0HY
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staff would hide their origin by repainting

appropri att®Deapiereooektreaties from their sup

with the Romanians, perceptive S&xrndedkhemmand

alliance with the Romanian ci vil administrat
Enriching &r&ndmii £t Giea mans

As Sonderkommando R secured its position

initiatives thatalsoVaglhks d eutbsodsd ebby hel ping

economic position in the region. Years of S
ethnic German popul ation into paupers. Frag
property wamtiameeet hmi c Ger man naturalizatio
of Jakob Feininger, an ethnic German from Fr
Rastatt, wundér spoooreest yt oen grhoeuppeve of the 1 nv.

Feininger -algibvBeed e fr omme st one house with a dir

water or electricity. I n &dgietrisomatl o pdssm@asls
included two cows, two pigs, two sheaps five
of elementary school education and tHh*%® | ast
This snapshot reflects the |l ow | evel of econ

even before the beginning monhhbobh Oper Redo
Army scorched earth policy and Romani-an band
being of | ocal Vol ksdeutsche. When Sonder ko

t he Black Sea Germans weredogrowp,of femloni ¢ h

2Rundanwei4d$udymmerd.2BB,9 /,B6

'Einb¢rgerungsantrag Jakob FeiningeEWZSEHNE& ember 2
149495
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t ha

Vol

for

Tr a

con

pop

mat

and

t ®8hetahithad encountered during i ts nume
One of the two main ways in which SonderKk
ksdeutsche return to a domisnant compreommmiadc e
property that the Soviet regime had expr
nsnimdadaimmaet shehat the wunit could distribu
trolled by the morehtlcdn 79, P@0 cEonlt b@dt it \ne
ul at i %Bolnaleorkeodémafnidcos tR and most significa
erial position of area ethnic Ger mans was
to redi®&at parbymteec otnhdempaordegas a gt s cul t ur al eq
edttoo clkocal Vol ksdeutsche. Throughout the
der kommabBiedroe iRc hk ommandof ¢hrer divvied up
al ethnic Ger marypend Somletyi metsesHoIf d pne yie r
ordinates assigned collective farmland on
d ®Ilai mt.her instances, Bereichkommandof ¢l
l ective far mlanda r\Walgks %eBetgsdhteh.y o mmando & ¢

o removed tractors from nearby Machine Tr

22Dal,l iOdes s1®,4541 9 4 1

2This was a widespread experSieencd oamenxgmpodeal et h

Zeugenschaftliche Vernehmung von J. F., January 17, 1

31,

1962, 3BALL, 4B16 2AHS s@qie@lbfapre BRAILG 2 /B2A2BA0 Aussage von

Novenb3Bp62BALGE2/BZP01 Aussage I P®E62BAEREG2/BAD R I

2 Aussage von H. B., Augustli1Wo riress tpfloBrAlLle hB81bac¢ aB

Bereichkommando staff returned a farm that Sosi et aut
fat Aeassage von O191W.6,4 BMiLG 2 rBAL&.M3

Aussage von W. H., November 26, 1963, BAL, B162/

223



or placed them at the excl %Siome ekingpopali sofn
commanders traweltdhee Reifchirs kofmmelsd aa i-at Ukr ai
desired macHawptrgtur A, BSer Mairmen Assmann,

Bereichkommandof ¢hrer in Hal berstadt, expl ai
during the fall of, 1Met 1r eomo M ehde 45 rtirngctodrr sl 914
occupi edobNig@ksdhlaade vi hem dri ven back to Transni

l ocal et h®iSdi méd ramdrys. many Bereichkommandof ¢l

of livestock aadVer bsdldfe dsadhmsmataement s to S
aut h@dmwihtoi ¢ o0k a keen interestdanentyhe theft ¢
indication, then the amount of | iv@®estock tha

Vol ksdeut sche wansg itnomeAnsssema n nAc cdourrdiidg hi s t e
Bereichkommandof ¢ hr&ercolhlee cetmipua efdartrhse afr ela, O
500 sheep, and 30 teams of oxeéfiDéspideéestheéebu
scal e of t Isegs eSornadelrlkmoamettaanficfro aBb pears to have
needs of individual ethnic Ger mans. I n Wornm

Bereichkommabdoégbter mf gBrer Ludwi g Bruder ma

collective farm ion hPeatsrexsy k a rcalritn q uinsdh at v ow
%7zeugeschaftliche Ver AéhmiihBAlVGo2VBABAHNOB. , January
*Protokol doprosa / A. M. G., September 20, 1944,

Berei chskommaSodnod €lr2k odnensa nSdSos / Beri cht-31AM4YReelR 6, 19
ForRd®2 420lpi €dl 0 g1489.2

Beschei ni gnAlg, 4 10LSHMM, L .M 4Refe IF2 @1 Olsi, s Ed,. Hr .
289

®pProtokol doprosa2PlP44M adBt sacehd@mMenst er, Nr.
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So

t h

Ho

hni c Ger finaanr,s ho rc osmffefgeurminic@rsl. y, -during 1942,
tersturmf¢sghrer Reidhdeainter trlespBeirseibd ek d mma
ttl ement of Maain @& ndewsgqparstsy sdleai m®3 cthy or d
| bstschutz to strong arm a nearby ®ollecti
tween | ate 1941 and emrriydI|1Ovwelf elSabanddeert ¢ 0 mn
veyeeards of Swoal epolaigey cudt umany et hnic Ger
ansnistria.

The decision of&SBeader kbkmommdod®f ¢hrer to

|l l ective agriculture was out of step with
violatiodeon$ s8oapmaiotabn collective far ms
onounced desires of most of the | ocal popu
ntrary, German authorities opted to contin
r béecapwpsemi sed the only reliable ®&thod of
mani an authorities pursued a parallel poli
nder k orsmapnedros oRnnel t FPeOvee rwetrhee tcoo ufrosne, oowf. t F
e Gu rciotmmi t ment to maintaining collective aft
ffmeyer instructed his staff that coll ecti
en ordew eBlen dhiec hknommandof ¢hrectitwe cfeaat mal t

31.

¥BK 14 Wordeut s&vbekMittel stel |l &717/9 4BlelSHMM,niRG ng,
MO04Re e FDA42 EdL O S4N. 3

BlRei chs¥S htodrksdeut sche Mittelstelle Sonder komman

Hauptstab, OzstiddbafvodDuSZSIEL£DESISHMMAURPD 4Ree FDD 42
Opils EdLO g495.6

2protokol doprosa2iPlRPNs4sMM adBtsacehd@mdenst er, Nr.

¥pienstanwzi Sep® ¢NbelrBB,9/BH2
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i ncrease®&kfaictilgnay.year | ater, however, Hoff
apparently unsuccessful fBiti od Itccomdeemchi ae haghi
i n Tr afSAcicsotrrdiian.g t o pasthwar stuebsotridmmmyt etsh a av

and West German-18d8heéloffmeyeri orohieded his st

from c
Trans®
they d
to mai
Bereic
pol i ci

preci s

oll ective farms to area ethnic Ger mans
i Yor k 8d°Ud g h e tsh es tuanfift orders do not c
o indicate that, by 1943, Hof f meyer an
ntain collective far fliwhi laess mahreyy lhoacda Ib
hkommandarorf ghtrley antici pated th&s futur
es, their unilateral moves agad nst col
ely the time at which Hoffmeyer reiter
ohsodoituted a violation of their orders
in a handful of Bereichkommand®s, col |
tent to which Sonderkommandg® ®olllad etri «
as a result of mounting pressure from
that, as with so &ainyi it dteirsvterdi aSmwm nt threea rk

dossoblukteoni ve agiivenl byy é¢nniwdlsienaetlp rlog a

Rundanwei sumigé #419.4 1B,5,90dBt46 3

°Ger man Pol i c2d r B é3¢00. dle0s. \ddPv & MB 4 2 BNA 1 6 HR/B B2c e

*protokol dopr a /| A. M. G., SeptembeAl t2h0ou glh9 4 4 ,
Liebl did noofspet 9yehésdatder,Aurssacgmnfviornmd:d iJt.s Le X
161965BALG 2 /BBIB3

%St abbefloblJuw@ 43BB9 /BT

8Collective agricuadmirei soetécuadeas, VopMcoudhag B
consternation ofAulsocscaagle Wod rk sT 8lu® 6B & 2 BA B.%5 9
Vernehmungsnieder 2dh936 2 B AWGAR2NBABKLI 7/D. , Jul vy
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