Hey Rob and Hudson,

Hope your summers are going well. I'm hanging in there, very up and down each day. It is hard for me to get out, although I can do it at times. I have to go out to Duke a lot, and I can do other outings, as well. Even so, I thought it might be good to start working on some things for the Center now, by email.

You know I have this plan I've discussed with Holly and others about the SHC establishing an "electronic finding aid and resource" to make everything we've got about local institutional racism and black freedom easily accessible and widely available. That isn't really in motion yet. I figure one way we could start would be by example and in small ways through the Jackson Center. So I've got some questions/suggestions.

If I provide pdf copies of documents like my dissertation, do you have the capability to make them accessible online? Could they be read online, or downloaded as searchable and printable files?

Do you have the capability to scan documents, make them into a reasonably sized pdf, put them on your site? What I'm thinking of is documents at the NCC. There are really valuable resources, such as Virginia Hill's PhD, "Local Histories/Local Memories," which is about the tragic school desegregation process in Chapel Hill and is based on oral histories with people you know. You might have to order copies of these docs from the library--maybe we could get them to do this for free, as partners--and then scan them. The library can scan, but I think it might be prohibitive in terms of labor time and cost.

How might you handle a collection of photos? What about videos?

One suggestion not directly concerning the electronic resources is to get a Deluxe US subscription to Ancestry.com for the center. I'm not sure about Ancestry's rules about multiple users, but it's a great resource for researching the manuscript census up through 1930 (1940 soon) and doing geneology research. You can also search newspapers and a whole variety of other historical resources. Want to find out some things about Rebecca Clark or church members--search the census records. There's all kinds of family and personal information in the manuscript census. Students want to research their heritage--search the census. It could become a very popular resource and a way to involve people in the Center.

Final question is "How sustainable is the Center?" I've heard talk about the need to save St. Joseph's. Is the existence of St. Joseph's at its present location in jeopardy?

Thanks,

Yonni

